
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW PROCESS

GEORGETOWN ONLY
All permit and concept applications must be 

referred to U.S. Commission of Fine Arts

Property owner consults with HPO on project 
HPO identifies preservation and design issues

LARGE PROJECTS, CONCEPTS, NEW CONSTRUCTION, or 
INCONSISTENT with HPRB STANDARDS

Property owner files concept or permit application at
HPO desk at DCRA Permit Center

HPO reviews application and consults
with applicant as necessary

Changes to plans may be requested to meet 
preservation standards

HPO approves permit application and plans under 
delegation from HPRB

HPO prepares report and schedules HPRB review 
on agenda or consent calendar

Applicant provides 10 sets of plans 10 days prior to 
HPRB meeting 

Applicant proceeds to DCRA Permit Center for permit review
and to obtain permit 

HPRB meets to consider application
at monthly meeting

HPRB APPROVES PROJECT
as SUBMITTED

HPRB APPROVES but  REQUESTS 
MINOR CHANGES or REFINEMENTS

HPRB RECOMMENDS SUBSTANTIAL 
CHANGES or DENIAL

PERMITS: 
Applicant revises and resubmits 
to HPRB or requests hearing by 

Mayor's Agent 

CONCEPTS: 
Applicant submits revised 
proposal and returns to 

HPRB

MAYOR'S AGENT APPROVES:

Permit granted

MAYOR'S AGENT DENIES: 

Permit not granted

MINOR WORK, REPAIR or IN-KIND REPLACEMENT,
CONSISTENT with HPRB STANDARDS

Property owner submits permit application at
HPO desk at DCRA Permit Center

HPO reviews application and consults 
with applicant as necessary

Changes to plans may be recommended
Applicant may revise plans up to 10 days 

prior to HPRB meeting 

HPRB delegates final approval to 
HPO
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