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A WAY THAT SEEMS RIGHT

· UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS

Proverbs 14:11

11The house of the wicked will be destroyed,
but the tent of the upright will flourish.
12There is a way that seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death.
13Even in laughter the heart may ache,
and joy may end in sorrow.
14The backslider in heart receives the fill of his own ways,
but a good man is rewarded for his ways.

THE PHRASE "THERE IS A WAY THAT SEEMS RIGHT TO A MAN, 

(Proverbs 14:12) serves as a warning about the dangers of human judgment and the potential consequences of our choices.
It emphasizes that while our perceptions may lead us to believe we are on the right path, the end result can be harmful or even fatal. 
This proverb highlights the importance of seeking divine guidance rather than relying solely on our own understanding or societal norms. 
It serves as a reminder that our choices can lead to both physical and spiritual consequences, underscoring the need for discernment and alignment with God's truth. 
In essence, it encourages individuals to reflect on their decisions and the potential outcomes of their actions, urging them to seek wisdom and guidance from a higher power.





THIS PROVERB LAYS DOWN A TRUTH
This proverb lays down a truth that echoes all the way back to the fall of man (Genesis 3). It seemed right to Adam and Eve to take the fruit, but its end was the way of death for all creation (Romans 5:12). Since then, humanity’s nature has been one of rebellion, as the prophet Isaiah lamented, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way” (

The feeling that the drugs produce seems right,
‬‬‬
 There are many ways in which Proverbs 14:12 plays out in our world. What seems right to a person so often ultimately leads to death. Sometimes, it’s physical death. Passing the slow-moving vehicle on the hill seems right, but then comes the head-on collision. The feeling that the drugs produce seems right, but then comes the overdose. Other times, it’s emotional or relational death. Flirting with the other woman seems right, but then comes the dissolution of a marriage. Pursuing a hedonistic lifestyle seems right, but then come the health complications, unfulfilled promises, and empty dreams. Deceptive paths lead to negative outcomes.

WE ALL, LIKE SHEEP 

Isaiah 53 6-8
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
    Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
    for the transgression of my people he was punished.
DONE NO VIOLENCE 

Isaiah 53 9-11

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
    and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
    nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
    and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
    and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
11 After he has suffered,
    he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
    and he will bear their iniquities.

Without Christ’s

Without Christ’s illuminating light, we would all be the person mentioned in Proverbs 14:12, walking a deadly path that only appears to be right. The apostle Paul said that sinful humanity has darkened hearts and futile thoughts (Romans 1:21), and any wisdom outside of God is tainted by envy and selfish ambition (James 3:13–15). Jesus is the Source of True Wisdom, and seeking godly wisdom is synonymous with seeking Him. 

DAY TO DAY LIFE

While Proverbs certainly gives us wisdom about day to day life, the early church read it primarily as a book about Wisdom himself—the Lord Jesus. This was especially true of Proverbs 8:22–31, one of the most important texts for the early church’s understanding of Jesus” (“Where’s Jesus in Proverbs?” 3/21/20, www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-proverbs/, accessed 12/12/23). Therefore, every follower of Jesus has access to the Wisdom that founded the earth, allowing us to discern the right path that leads to life.

Proverbs 14:12 also encourages self-examination and caution in following our desires, cravings, and inclinations. While Christianity is not an ascetic religion promoting “self-imposed worship, false humility and harsh treatment of the body” (Colossians 2:20–23), it does not advocate a “follow your heart” philosophy. We are instructed to not lean on our own understanding but to follow the Lord’s direction (Proverbs 3:5–6).
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