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IN THE STORE HOUSE


Significance of Storehouses

In biblical times, storehouses represented places of abundance and resource management. They were not only for personal use but also for sharing with those in need. The concept of a storehouse encourages believers to trust in God's provision and to be generous with what they have, reflecting God's character of generosity and care for others. 
Knowing Jesus

What does the command to eat the grain

What does the command to eat the grain offering teach about priestly duties?
Setting the Scene

Leviticus 10 follows the shocking deaths of Nadab and Abihu. In the aftermath, Moses turns to Aaron’s surviving sons:

“Then Moses said to Aaron and his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, ‘Take the grain offering that is left over from the offerings made by fire to the LORD and eat it unleavened beside the altar, for it is most holy.’” (Leviticus 10:12)


Core Observations

• “left over from the offerings” – a prescribed portion was set apart for the priests (cf. Leviticus 6:16–18).

• “eat it” – not burn it, discard it, or store it. The priest participates by eating.

• “unleavened” – yeast, a picture of corruption, must be absent (Exodus 12:15; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8).

• “beside the altar” – within the sacred court, not in common surroundings.

• “most holy” – the highest level of sanctity (qodesh qodashim) reserved to the male priests (Numbers 18:9-10).

These verses and insights remind us of the importance of stewardship, generosity, and reliance on God's abundant provision in our lives.


Key Verses

Malachi 3:10: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” This verse highlights the principle of tithing and God's promise of abundance in return.

Deuteronomy 28:8: “The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.” This verse emphasizes God's blessings on our efforts and resources.

Proverbs 3:9-10: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” This passage encourages giving and promises abundance as a result of honoring God.

2 Corinthians 9:8: “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” This verse reassures believers of God's provision for their needs.
Psalm 37:25: “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging for bread.” This verse reflects God's faithfulness in providing for those who trust in Him.






YES, PRIESTS DID EAT PORTIONS

Yes, priests did eat portions of certain sacrificial meats, which held both practical and spiritual significance in the religious practices of ancient Israel.

Types of Sacrifices and Consumption

Burnt Offerings: These offerings were completely consumed by fire on the altar, symbolizing total devotion to God. No part of this offering was eaten by anyone, including the priests. 

Sin and Guilt Offerings: In these cases, certain portions of the meat were burned on the altar, while the remaining parts were given to the priests to eat. For example, Leviticus 6:26 states, "The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it," indicating that priests were allowed to consume these offerings in a holy place. 

Peace Offerings: These were unique in that they were shared among the altar, the priests, and the offerer. The fat and certain organs were burned on the altar, while the breast and right thigh were given to the priests. The offerer and their family could eat the remaining meat, but it had to be consumed within a specified time. 

Grain Offerings: A portion of the grain offering was burned on the altar, while the remainder was given to Aaron and his sons, as stated in Leviticus 2:10.

Handling Church Finance

As pastors, managing church finances is a critical aspect of pastoral leadership. It involves not only keeping the church's lights on but also ensuring that financial practices are clear, organized, and transparent. Here are some best practices for handling church finance:
Calculate expenses: Start by mapping out your current expenses to ensure accurate financial statements and better budgeting decisions. 

Track income: Monitor donations, gifts, and other contributions to understand your church's annual income. 

Build a budget: Create a budget that reflects reality and aligns with your ministry's mission. 

Foster transparency: Share financial reports regularly to build trust and encourage generosity. 

Collaborate with finance leaders: Work closely with finance leaders to align financial priorities with ministry goals. 


BY IMPLEMENTING THESE PRACTICES
By implementing these practices, pastors can build a financially healthy church and strengthen stewardship, leading with confidence and trust within the congregation.





