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THE DESERT PLACE
STRIKINGLY PICTURING HIS MESSAGE

FIRST PARTAKER

2 TIMOTHY 2:6

"THE HUSBANDMAN THAT LABOURETH MUST BE FIRST PARTAKER OF THE FRUITS." THIS VERSE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF HARD WORK AND DILIGENCE IN ONE'S EFFORTS, SUGGESTING THAT THOSE WHO PUT IN THE EFFORT SHOULD BE THE FIRST TO ENJOY THE REWARDS OF THEIR LABOR

THE DESERT

The desert in Scripture often symbolizes a period of testing, growth, and preparation in our spiritual journey. It serves as a crucible for faith, where characters confront their deepest fears and doubts. The desert is also a place of isolation that leads to spiritual revelations and growth. It is where God calls His people back to Him, as seen in the story of Hosea's marriage and the prophet John the Baptist's preaching in the desert. These encounters suggest that isolation can lead to spiritual revelations and growth.


JOHN THE BAPTIST

Like many prophets in the Old Testament, John the Baptist not only preached his God-given message but illustrated it through his striking and arguably bizarre behavior. Living in a desert wilderness and surviving on insects would have been as unusual then as it is today, and that was precisely the point! Rugged isolation from the world and eating locusts and honey was a vivid picture of his message. This last and greatest of the prophets presented his whole life as a parable, a symbolic picture of repentance and faith. He literally departed from his wicked generation.

THE PROPHETS AS LIVING PARABLES
John’s life of eating locusts in the wilderness of the Judean desert falls into an established biblical pattern. Prophets were not merely traveling preachers who predicted the future. They delivered their messages through actions as well as words. The Lord commanded not only what they were to say, but also what they were to do to deliver His warnings and promises to the people. 
NOTE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE INSTRUCTIONS GOD GAVE TO ISAIAH:
“In the year that the commander came to Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him and he fought against Ashdod and captured it, at that time the Lord spoke through Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, ‘Go and loosen the sackcloth from your hips and take your shoes off your feet.’ And he did so, going naked and barefoot. And the Lord said, ‘Even as My servant Isaiah has gone naked and barefoot three years as a sign and token against Egypt and Cush, so the king of Assyria will lead away the captives of Egypt and the exiles of Cush, young and old, naked and barefoot with buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt” (Isaiah 20:1-4).
ISAIAH HAD TO CARRY OUT HIS PROPHETIC MINISTRY
Isaiah had to carry out his prophetic ministry stark naked for three whole years to make his point. To illustrate the shame God would bring on Egypt, Isaiah bore that shame himself. He pictured the prediction in his own body. He not only proclaimed it. He lived it. This is not unique to Isaiah. The prophet Ezekiel once publicly acted out a siege on a brick with the word “Jerusalem” written on it to prophesy the coming judgment on the city (Ezekiel 4:1-3). He then had to lay on his side for over a year as a further display (Ezekiel 4:4-8). Afterward, he had to publicly cook his food over a pile of excrement, (Ezekiel 4:12-15).



ESTABLISH THE POINT
Further examples could be multiplied, but these establish the point. When John was sent to spend his whole life apart from all the cities of men, living in the scorching sands of the wilderness and eating locusts and wild honey, he was doing what prophets often do; he was strikingly picturing his message.

Eating locusts in the wilderness: 
A CALL TO REPENTANCE
John’s peculiar mode of life is well established in the gospels. He was called as a prophet and filled with the Spirit even before he was born (Luke 1:15-17), and we are told that his wilderness dwelling began at a very early age:
“And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the desert until the day of his public appearance to Israel,” (Luke 1:80).
And, of course, the most famous description of this wilderness life is the foods he ate, repeated in multiple gospels:
[image: ]“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey” (Matthew 3:4, see also Mark 1:6).




UNFITTING OF HIS MISSION
Again, this was the sort of thing God had His prophets do. Indeed, John’s desert dwelling, coarse clothes, and harsh diet of eating locusts were, at least in part, what signaled to the people that he was a prophet!
“As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet‘” (Matthew 11:7-9).
For John to come in comfort and luxury would have been unfitting of his mission and message,

LOVE NOT THE WORLD
1 John 2:15-17 KJV
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
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