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A POSITIVE REPORT
Key Phrase: “Fall by the Sword”
Joshua and Caleb were the two spies who returned from the Promised Land with faith-filled confidence, urging Israel to trust the Lord instead of giving in to fear.
Israel’s Fearful Response (Numbers 14:1–4, KJV)
· The people weep and panic instead of remembering God’s past deliverance.
· They complain against leadership (Moses and Aaron) and question God’s intent.
· They propose retreat—returning to Egypt rather than walking forward in faith.

14 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.

2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!

3 And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.


AN EXCEEDING GOOD LAND
Joshua and Caleb’s Appeal (Numbers 14:5–9, KJV)
· Humility: Moses and Aaron intercede (v. 5).
· Grief and urgency: Joshua and Caleb tear their clothes (v. 6).
· Faith statement: The land is “exceeding good” (v. 7).
· Confidence in God’s favor: If the Lord delights in us, He will bring us in (v. 8).
· Two commands: Do not rebel and do not fear (v. 9).


5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.

6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes:

7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.

8 If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not.






GOD’S QUESTION: “HOW LONG WILL THIS PEOPLE PROVOKE ME?”
Judgment Announced; Moses Intercedes (Numbers 14:10–13, KJV)
10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel.

11 And the Lord said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them?

12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they.

13 And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among them;)


GOD’S VERDICT: “HOW LONG SHALL I BEAR WITH THIS EVIL CONGREGATION?”
Consequences of Murmuring (Numbers 14:26–29, KJV)

· God hears the complaints and treats their words as chosen outcomes (vv. 27–28).
· Accountability is specific: those numbered from twenty years old and up (v. 29).
· The core issue: persistent unbelief expressed as murmuring against God.


26 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

27 How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me.
28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the Lord, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you:

29 Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward which have murmured against me.

Related Passage: The Man of God and God’s Judgment (1 Kings 13, CSB)
This account in 1 Kings 13 (CSB and other translations) records a dramatic confrontation at Bethel, where a prophet (“a man of God”) delivers the Lord’s message to King Jeroboam and a confirming sign follows immediately.

THE SIGN THAT THE LORD HAS SPOKEN
1 Kings 13:1–3 (CSB)

1 A man of God came, however, from Judah to Bethel by the word of the Lord while Jeroboam was standing beside the altar to burn incense.
2 The man of God cried out against the altar by the word of the Lord: “Altar, altar, this is what the Lord says, ‘A son will be born to the house of David, named Josiah, and he will sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who are burning incense on you. Human bones will be burned on you.’”
3 He gave a sign that day. He said, “This is the sign that the Lord has spoken: ‘The altar will now be ripped apart, and the ashes that are on it will be poured out.’”

JEROBOAM STRETCHES OUT HIS HAND
1 Kings 13:4–6 (CSB)
4 When the king heard the message that the man of God had cried out against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar and said, “Arrest him!” But the hand he stretched out against him withered, and he could not pull it back to himself.
5 The altar was ripped apart, and the ashes poured from the altar, according to the sign that the man of God had given by the word of the Lord.
6 Then the king responded to the man of God, “Plead for the favor of the Lord your God and pray for me so that my hand may be restored to me.” So the man of God pleaded for the favor of the Lord, and the king’s hand was restored to him and became as it had been at first

PROMISE OF RESTORATION
“I Will Restore to You the Years” (Joel 2:25)
Joel 2:25
“And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you.”
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