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DEN OF THIEVES
ACT OF CLEANSING THE TEMPLE

· UNDERSTANDING RIGHTEOUS ANGER

DEN OF THIEVES BIBLE MEANING: 

Corruption in the House of God
The phrase "den of thieves" originates from Jesus' act of cleansing the Temple, where He condemned the commercialization of the sacred space. This event, recorded in Matthew 21:13, Mark 11:17, and Luke 19:46, highlights the need for integrity in church and the need for spiritual and ethical reform. The term critiques institutional corruption and economic exploitation within sacred spaces during the Second Temple period. Jesus' actions symbolize the condemnation of commercializing worship and the call for spiritual and ethical reform.


Matthew 21 1-5
New International Version
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

5 “Say to Daughter Zion,
    ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”

Matthew 21 6-16

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”

11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Jesus at the Temple
12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’”

14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.

16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read,
“‘From the lips of children and infants
    you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?”
17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.

THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD JESUS

The Second Temple period, which began after the Babylonian captivity and ended with the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, is significant for Jesus' life and teachings. During this time, Jesus lived and taught, and his teachings and actions were deeply influenced by the Second Temple's structure and practices. The Second Temple period is often referred to as the "Second Temple Judaism," and it is during this time that Jesus began his ministry, which would eventually lead to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.


JESUS HAS ENTERED THE TEMPLE

Jesus has entered the temple in Jerusalem and taken great offense at the buying and selling and money-changing going on inside. He has overthrown tables and benches and sent those doing business out into the streets. Why was Jesus so angry? Most commentators suggest it is either because this otherwise-legitimate business was being done inside the temple courtyard, or more likely because the money-changers and sellers were charging too much for their services and using the worship of God for disproportionate profit.

Now Jesus quotes, again, from Old Testament Scripture. First, He references Isaiah 56:7 to say that "My house shall be called a house of prayer." Jesus may be applying Isaiah's quote of the Lord to Himself, describing the temple as His house. One of the purposes of the house of God was to be a place for people to pray to the Lord, including people from "all the nations" (Mark 11:17).

Jesus then references Jeremiah 7:11, saying the Jewish religious leaders have made God's temple a "den of robbers." The context of Jeremiah's statement takes the meaning of Jesus' phrase beyond a







5 TIMES JESUS BECAME ANGRY

Jesus expressed anger in several significant instances, reflecting his deep concern for justice, compassion, and the sanctity of worship.

1. Healing on the Sabbath
In the synagogue, Jesus encountered a man with a shriveled hand. The Pharisees were watching to see if he would heal on the Sabbath, which they considered unlawful. When they did not respond to his question about doing good on the Sabbath, Jesus became angry at their hardness of heart (Mark 3:4-5). He healed the man, demonstrating that compassion should prevail over rigid legalism. 

2. Cleansing the Temple
Jesus showed anger when he entered the temple and found merchants selling goods and exchanging money. He overturned their tables and drove them out, declaring that they had turned a house of prayer into a den of robbers (Matthew 21:12-13; John 2:13-16). His actions were fueled by zeal for God's holiness and a desire to protect the sanctity of worship. 

3. Indignation at Sickness
When a leper approached Jesus for healing, he was described as being indignant (Mark 1:41). This anger was directed not at the leper but at the disease itself, reflecting Jesus's compassion for those suffering and his desire to restore health and dignity to the afflicted. 

4. Grief at Death
At the tomb of his friend Lazarus, Jesus was deeply moved and displayed intense feelings of indignation (John 11:33). His anger was directed at death and its devastating effects on humanity, showcasing his profound love and empathy for those who mourn. 







5. Rebuke of the Disciples
When the disciples tried to prevent children from approaching Jesus, he became indignant and rebuked them, emphasizing the importance of welcoming children (Mark 10:14). He stated that the kingdom of God belongs to those who are like children, highlighting his commitment to inclusivity and care for the vulnerable. 


These instances illustrate that Jesus's anger was not arbitrary but rooted in love, justice, and a desire for genuine worship and compassion. His responses serve as a model for understanding righteous anger in the face of injustice and suffering.
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