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THE SECOND COMING

The Second Coming of Jesus is the future, visible, and glorious return of Christ to judge the world, fulfill remaining prophecies, and establish His eternal kingdom

APPEAR A SECOND TIME
HEBREWS 9:28 NIV
SO CHRIST WAS SACRIFICED ONCE TO TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF MANY; AND HE WILL APPEAR A SECOND TIME, NOT TO BEAR SIN, BUT TO BRING SALVATION TO THOSE WHO ARE WAITING FOR HIM.
THE SECOND COMING IS A CENTRAL CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, ROOTED IN JESUS’ OWN PROMISES AND THE CONSISTENT WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE. JESUS TOLD HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE WOULD RETURN TO RECEIVE HIS FOLLOWERS AND ESTABLISH HIS REIGN (JOHN 14:1-3) AND EMPHASIZED THAT NO ONE KNOWS THE EXACT TIME OF HIS RETURN, NOT EVEN THE ANGELS OR HIMSELF, BUT ONLY THE FATHER (MARK 13:32) 
THIS EVENT IS DESCRIBED AS UNMISTAKABLE AND VISIBLE TO ALL, WITH EVERY EYE SEEING HIM (REVELATION 1:7) AND HIS ARRIVAL LIKENED TO LIGHTNING ILLUMINATING THE SKY FROM EAST TO WEST (MATTHEW 24:27)
JESUS COMFORTS HIS DISCIPLES
JOHN 14:1-3 NIV
14 “DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED. YOU BELIEVE IN GOD; BELIEVE ALSO IN ME. 2 MY FATHER’S HOUSE HAS MANY ROOMS; IF THAT WERE NOT SO, WOULD I HAVE TOLD YOU THAT I AM GOING THERE TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU? 3 AND IF I GO AND PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU, I WILL COME BACK AND TAKE YOU TO BE WITH ME THAT YOU ALSO MAY BE WHERE I AM.
DEFINITION AND CENTRAL IMPORTANCE

THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST REFERS TO THE PROMISED FUTURE EVENT IN WHICH JESUS WILL VISIBLY RETURN TO EARTH TO COMPLETE HIS WORK OF REDEMPTION, JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, AND ESTABLISH HIS EVERLASTING KINGDOM. THIS EXPECTATION RESTS ON HIS OWN WORDS AND THE CONSISTENT WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION
FROM COVER TO COVER, THE BIBLE PRESENTS A CONTINUOUS MESSAGE ABOUT THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S PLAN, CULMINATING IN THE RETURN OF THE MESSIAH. JESUS HIMSELF SAID, “THEY WILL SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY” (MATTHEW 24:30). THE IDEA THAT CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN IS NOT A PERIPHERAL TEACHING, BUT RATHER A BEDROCK DOCTRINE AFFIRMED ACROSS THE NEW TESTAMENT ACTS 1:11; 1 THESSALONIANS 4:16-17; REVELATION 19:11-16).

MATTHEW 24:30 NIV
30 “THEN WILL APPEAR THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN IN HEAVEN. AND THEN ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH WILL MOURN WHEN THEY SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY.





Old Testament Anticipations

While the Second Coming is far more explicit in the New Testament, foreshadowings can be discerned in the prophetic writings that speak of a final Day of the Lord, a time when God’s righteous reign will be established (cf. Isaiah 13:6-13; Zechariah 14:4-9). These prophecies pointed not merely to the first advent of Messiah but also to a climactic return when the Messiah triumphs over all opposition.

NEW TESTAMENT CLARITY

1. Jesus’ Own Words
In Matthew 24 and 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21, Jesus outlines signs and events leading to His return. He portrays His coming as unmistakably evident. As recorded in Matthew 24:27: “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”
2. Angelic Confirmation
After the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, angels affirmed this event: “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go...” (Acts 1:11). This statement underscores a physical, literal return.
3. Pauline Epistles
The Apostle Paul consistently taught that all believers should eagerly anticipate Christ’s return, describing it with vivid language: “The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a loud command...” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). This echoes Jesus’ own prophecies and emphasizes a personal appearing, not merely a spiritual metaphor.
4. Johannine and Petrine Writings
John presents Jesus in Revelation returning as the triumphant King (cf. Revelation 19:11-16). Similarly, Peter exhorts believers to live in readiness: “The day of the Lord will come like a thief” (2 Peter 3:10), affirming that God’s timetable may seem delayed from a human perspective but is certain.
COMMON OBJECTIONS
1. Delay in Return
Some challenge Christianity because nearly two thousand years have passed without the event. Yet 2 Peter 3:8-9 reminds readers that God’s perspective on time differs from humanity’s and that He delays so more people may find salvation.
2. Skepticism About the Supernatural
Those who deny the miraculous question whether a divine event like the Second Coming can happen. However, the resurrection of Jesus, accompanied by well-evidenced historical credibility, sets a precedent that supernatural action is not only possible but well attested.

CONCLUSION
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is a foundational promise woven throughout Scripture. It is proclaimed boldly by Jesus Himself, affirmed by the apostles, and transmitted reliably in thousands of manuscripts. It offers believers both comfort and responsibility, pointing to a future where justice is fulfilled, creation is restored, and God’s eternal kingdom is established.
For those investigating the Christian faith, the Second Coming stands as an invitation to examine the claims of Jesus, weigh the historical evidence of His resurrection, and discover the hope of a world made new under the reign of a righteous and living Savior.
