Republican Women of Gregg County
Making a Diﬀerence

TFRW Region 5, Texas CD 1
June and July, 2017
Cafe Barron’s

Our ﬁrst Murder Mystery Dinner Theater is over
and if reports are to be believed, was a resounding
success. We were still selling tickets the day of the
event to the consternation of the caterer. About 130
turned out at the Longview Museum of Fine Arts.
One of the highlights of the evening was the presence of Texas First Lady Cecilia Abbott. Also present
were an abundance of local politicians and business
representatives. Teresa Richenberger of Rahabs Retreat and Ranch and her staﬀ joined us and brought
nine of their residents.
The Murder Mystery Co. did an outstanding job
of providing a whodunit including several guests as
victims and perpetrators.
The silent auction was another highlight of the
evening. All items sold.
To sum it up – food, fun and friendships abounded. The entertainment was good and we made
money!
Thanks to all who helped.

Neal McCoy leads us in the pledge.

Civility remains prominent issue facing us
Are you concerned about the
lack of civility or just plain common courtesy in our society today?
I am. I am guilty to some extent
of being uncivil at times but hopefully not to the extent that would
embarrass my family or friends.
The issue of civility has been discussed for centuries but not as much
as it seems as today. Wonder why
When he was 16 years old. George
Washington wrote a paper for
school on the “110 Rules of Civility
and Decent Behavior in Company
and Conversation.” The rules were
based on a set originally composed

by French Jesuits in 1595
and
played
a huge role
in
shaping
America’s ﬁrst
president.
Today many
of these rules
sound
silly.
It would be
easy to dismiss them as
outdated. However, they reﬂect a
focus that is increasingly diﬃcult to
ﬁnd. The rules have in common a

focus on other people rather than
the narrow focus of our own selfinterests that we ﬁnd so prevalent today. They represent more
than just manners. They are the
small sacriﬁces that we should all
be willing to make for the good of
all and the sake of living together.
Here are a few Washington’s
rules translated and shortened:
Treat everyone with respect.
Be considerate of others.
Do not embarrass others
See Rules, page 5

Murder mystery makes memories for many
Longview Museum of Fine
Arts provides a great background for a get-together of
friends for a good cause.

Texas First Lady Cecilia Abbott
Honorary Chairwoman for RWGC Fundraiser

The plot thickens . . .
Who killed Mrs. Peacock. Mr. Warren Peace?

Special Guests from Rahab’s Retreat and Ranch

And then there was Teresa

TFRW Partners with Patriot Paws
The Texas Federation of Republican Women is currently
partnering with Patriot Paws, a
non-proﬁt organization whose
mission is to train and provide
service dogs of the highest
quality at no cost to disabled
American combat veterans with
mobile disabilities and PTSD in
order to help restore their physical and
emotional
independence.
The mission of
Patriot
PAWS is to
train and
provide
service
dogs of
the highest
quality at
no cost to
disabled
American
veterans and others with mobile disabilities and PTS in order to help restore
their physical and emotional independence. Patriot PAWS intends to build
partnerships with state and community
organizations to help develop and support this goal.
It costs a minimum of $30,000 to acquire a puppy, train him/her and then
train the Veteran. This training includes
instructional materials, supplies, and
support for training the disabled veterans. The program also includes home visits, public
access testing and follow-up support for the life of
the dog/Veteran team.
There are so many men and women who have
sacriﬁced so much to ensure our freedom and our
liberty. Professionally trained dogs like these can
make a real diﬀerence in the lives of our service
men and women but the cost is generally out of the

UPDATE: At the TFRW Legislative Day, the generosity of our members and guests helped us raise
enough to pair one dog with one Vet! When our Lt.
Governor, Dan Patrick, heard about our mission
to raise funds for Patriot Paws, he volunteered to
raise enough funding so that we could provide a
SECOND dog to a deserving Veteran.
We will continue to accept donations – our new
goal is to team one or two more dogs with deserving Vets by our TFRW

Sen. Cruz visits Republican Women of Carthage’s fundraiser

How much do you know?
A little matching quiz to check your GOP history.

JUNE 10
1964
SEPTEMBER 25
1981
AUGUST 21
1959
SEPTEMBER 9
1957

A.Senate passes the 1964 Civil
Rights Act when the Republican
leader, Everett Dirksen (R-IL),
defeats Democrat ﬁlibuster.
B. President Ronald Reagan
calls for liberation of East Europeans from Communism with
“Tear Down This Wall” speech.
C. President Dwight Eisenhower
signs the 1957 Civil Rights Act.
D. Sandra Day O’Connor, appointed by President Reagan,
becomes ﬁrst woman on the
Supreme Court.
E. First Asian-American U.S.
Senator, Hiram Fong (R-HI), is
seated.

JUNE 12, 1987
President Ronald Reagan calls for
liberation of East Europeans from
Communism with “Tear Down This
Wall” speech.
JUNE 10, 1964
Senate passes the 1964 Civil
Rights Act when the Republican
leader, Everett Dirksen (R-IL), defeats Democrat ﬁlibuster.
SEPTEMBER 25, 1981
Sandra Day O’Connor, appointed
by President Reagan, becomes
ﬁrst woman on the Supreme Court.
AUGUST 21, 1959 First AsianAmerican U.S. Senator, Hiram Fong
(R-HI), is seated.
SEPTEMBER 9, 1957 President
Dwight Eisenhower signs the 1957
Civil Rights Act.

JUNE 12
1987

Republican Women of Gregg County General Meeting
June 21, 2017

The Republican Women of Gregg County met Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at noon at Cafe Barron’s with President
Brenda Carlton presiding. The 11 present included our speaker David Hagan of Texas Citizens Coalition.
Brenda announced a 50-50 raﬄe as a regular feature of future monthly meetings. Tickets cost $1 or 7 for $5. The
winner receives half of the pot. The rest goes to the club.
Jhazmyne Johnson opened in prayer. Michelle Gilley led the pledges.
Rhonda Anderson moved that minutes of the May 17 RWGC meeting be approved; Kim Martin seconded; all approved.
Brenda presented a ﬁnancial report in Judi Morgan’s absence, which included info on the success of the Murder Mystery fundraiser. She declared that next time our fundraiser will be even better. 130 people attended. All
silent auction items sold. The silver dollar from the World Trade Tower wreckage sold in a raﬄe for $455. State
Senator Bryan Hughes even helped clear tables.
Business : Brenda reported that the RWGC Board has recommended we give $2,000 of the fundraiser proﬁts to
Rahab’s Retreat. Kim Martin moved that we do so; Rhonda Anderson seconded; all approved. Brenda told Michelle Gilley to proceed with ordering a large-size check to use for the public presentation to Rahab’s Retreat. A
check of that sort costs about $50 to $100 and is reusable for future occasions.
RWGC members need to report their service hours worked so far in 2017 to Michelle Gilley ASAP.
Brenda announced TFRW and NFRW conventions in September in Dallas and Philadelphia respectively.
Speaker: David Hagan of Texas Citizen’s Coalition explained his organization’s mission to support conservativ causes in Texas by talking to TX legislators during legislative sessions and educating the public on bills to
support. He is happy the bill outlawing sanctuary cities in Texas was passed. This was important because a
number of Texas cities have been acting as unoﬃcial sanctuary cities. The bill against texting-while-driving also
passed.
SB-4 (the bathroom bill) will probably pass in
the July Special Session. The House wants it
to refer only to public schools, while the Senate wants it to apply to other public places
as well. Vouchers for school tuition did not
pass, but are on the agenda for the Special
Session. Another Special Session item is
property tax reform. A 4% tax rollback has
been proposed, but a thorough revamp is
needed.
Other bills that did not pass this time, but
should be brought back for the 2019 legislative session: HB-4 provided for monthly payments to relatives that care for children instead of putting them in the foster care program. HB-5 would make the
Texas Department of Family Services accountable to the state government. HB-1060 addressed faithless Texas
electors who try to vote in the electoral college for a candidate other than the one they were elected to support.
SB-2095 would have required public school sports participants to play with their birth gender unless they had
hormonally changed their physique.
Marty Rhymes won today’s raﬄe.
Brenda adjourned the meeting at 1:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Judith Frey, Secretary

Rules, from page 1
Don’t draw attention to yourself.
When you speak, be concise.
Do not argue with your superior.
Submit your ideas with humility.
When a person does their best and
fails, do not criticize him.
When you must give advice or criticism, consider the timing, whether
it should be given in public or
private the manner and above all
be gentle.
If you are correct, take it without
argument.
If you were wrongly judged, correct
it later.
Do not make fun of anything important to others.
If you criticize someone else of
something, make sure you are not
guilty of it yourself. Actions speak

louder than words.
Do not be quick to believe bad
reports about others.
Associate with good people. It
is better to be alone than in bad
company.
Always allow reason to govern
your actions.
Never break the rules in front of
your subordinates. Some things
are better kept secret.
A person should not overly value
their own accomplishments.
Do not detract from others nor be
overbearing in giving orders.
Do not go where you are not
wanted. Do not give unasked-for
advice.
If two people disagree, do not take
one side or the other. Be ﬂexible in
your own opinions and when you

don’t care, take the majority opinion.
Do not correct others when it is not
your place to do so.
Don’t compare yourselves amongst
yourselves.
Do not be quick to talk about
something when you don’t have all
the facts.
Do not be curious about the aﬀairs
of others.
Do not start what you cannot ﬁnish.
Keep your promises.
Do not speak badly of those who
are not present.
Don’t take so big a bite that you
must chew with your mouth open.
Show interest in others conversation, but don’t talk with your mouth
full.
Don’t allow yourself to become
jaded, cynical or calloused.

This is for those members who did notget the May minutes.

Republican Women of Gregg County
General Meeting
May 17, 2017

The Republican Women of Gregg County met Wednesday, May 17, 2017 at noon at Cafe Barron’s with
President Brenda Carlton presiding. The 27 present included our speaker Dave Heckert, a member of
Texas Border Volunteers, new member Jackie Findley, and visitors Carolyn Moore from Panola County, Lou Drake, Ashton Oravitz from Smith County, and Rhonda Anderson’s mom, step-dad and niece.
Judi Morgan opened in prayer. Sue McBride led the pledges.
Business :
Rhonda moved and Karen Maines seconded that we approve the April minutes and ﬁnancial report
as included in the May RWGC Newsletter. All agreed.
Speaker:
Dave Heckert spoke knowledgeably and in detail on Jihad on the Southern Border. It is war on the
border. Every illegal alien is an invader of our Republic, and has no right to live here. It is asymmetric warfare by insurgents and others, wearing down our country, as illegals make demands. The U.S.
Has 7,514 miles of border to secure. Over 70% of illegals are “other than Mexican”. The Border Patrol has been restricted, given fewer riﬂes, and less technology. The U.S. Sends $24 billion to Mexico
each year. Diseases are carried in. Many illegals belong to transnational criminal organizations with
ties to Islamists. Mexico exports many drugs, is becoming a narco-state with rampant corruption.
Russia and China are also involved. Latin American countries do not require Chinese to have visas.
The fence between Mexico and the U.S. was begun in 2009, but never completed. There are holes
in the fence, some even made by U.S. Government agents. The current fence project is still under
analysis with bidding going on. A fence alone will not stop anyone. Sensors and a response team
are also needed. Sanctuary city laws are also problematic, given the Islamic threat. Some jihadists
are already here; others travel to South America, move north, and enter the U.S. Heckert supports
Texas House Bill 45 which would keep foreign law out of U.S. Courts.
He serves with the Texas Border Volunteers, a 501(c)(4) organization. They have license to carry and
operate in Brooks County, Texas. Along the border they have found mail-in Texas voter registration
forms, Muslim prayer rugs, Iranian rials, and Urdu phrase books. In 2013, 155,671 aliens came in
over the border.
What can we do? Urge Louie Gohmert, Bryan Hughes and Jay Dean to support better equipment for
border patrols, and designation of the Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organization.
Brenda adjourned the meeting at 1:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Judith Frey, Secretary

TFRW President’s Message
June 2017
Are the liberal snowﬂakes ready to
admit that President Trump is actually right about something? Can
they admit that, even though we are
not in a religious war with anyone,
the radical Islamists are in an all-out
religious war with us? That innocent people are being killed all over
the world in the cause of ISIS and
that there is a HUUUUGE target on
the back of the United States?
ISIS did not originate in America
or Europe yet they have managed
to inﬁltrate our borders and create
an environment of death and destruction. And fear. London just
suﬀered their third terrorist attack
in three months that left innocent
people, including CHILDREN, dead
and injured. How many more have
to die before we acknowledge that
too many people have died?
How many more have to die before
we acknowledge that access to our
country is a right reserved only for
our citizens and a privilege we often
grant to others who want a better
life than they might have at home.
In this era of unrelenting murder of
innocents in the name of someone
else’s religion, at what point do we
decide that it’s okay to more carefully vet those requesting entrance
to our countries? Why isn’t it okay
to ﬁnd out if a non-citizen wants to
come to our country for a better life
or for other, more nefarious, reasons?
I have absolute empathy for refugees who are escaping horrendous
life conditions in their homelands
and for whom America is their only
salvation, their only hope. I want
to continue to be the beacon in the
harbor for them. But I am not willing to wave in ISIS terrorists at the
same time.

We know that ISIS terrorists are
inﬁltrating refugee groups that are
seeking asylum in the US. Our
policies are so broad that we have,
essentially, put out a welcome mat
for terroristic murderers. I’m com-

visa waiver program for all non-citizens and make anyone wanting to
come here use the usual visa process which includes an interview at
an embassy. While some may call
this an inconvenience, I call it necessary.
We must face the new reality of the
world, for however long this threat
exists; there are people in this world
that can, and will, hurt or kill our
children because it pleases them
to do so.
Failure to protect our
elderly and our children is an absolute moral failure.

pletely bewildered by the those who
insist that we give greater consideration to immigrants or refugees
than to our own children.
We also know that some ISIS attackers have appeared to be
French or Belgian and not Middle
Easterners. We don’t have a ‘picture’ of what an ISIS terrorist looks
like anymore. We should halt the

The Supreme Court must uphold
America’s right to determine who
has access to our shores. How
many soldiers and civilians have
perished because of Al Qaeda and
ISIS? How many more have to die
before you can admit that asking
questions isn’t a bad thing?
Can you admit that President Trump
is right about this?
Theresa Kosmoski

TFRW 3rd Quarter Board Meeting
JULY 14-15, 2017
Holiday Inn Austin Midtown
6000 Middle Fiskville Rd, Austin
TFRW 2017 Convention
OCTOBER 19-21, 2017
Omni Dallas
555 S. Lamar, Dallas, TX
RSVPGet Direction

Republican Women of Gregg County
Membership Application
2017 Membership Information
Please check one:

Date:

__ $30 Active Membership – Voting Privileges

$15 Associate Membership

___________________________________________________________________
Name ___________

Spouse’s name ___________

Birthday ___________

Birthday ___________

______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________ ST ________ Zip ________

Home number ________________ Work number ________________ Cell number ________________
Email address

_____ Occupation

Registered Voter?

Yes

Active Member___________

No

_____
Precinct #

Associate Member___________

Are you a member of another club? ______
If yes, which club________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES

Campaign Activities_____

Fund Raising_____

Legislative_____

Membership_____

Programs_____

Publicity_____

Telephone__________

Other_____

Comments____________________________________________________________

Contributions to Republican Women PAC’s are not deductible for income tax purposes.

