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Thames Boating Certificate.

How did it start?

Objectives.

Mission Statement

Training/coaching conducted at Club level by Club trainers.

trainers.  
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CAUTION
STREAM 

INCREASING

CAUTION
STREAM 

DECREASING

CAUTION
STRONG
STREAM 

ALL
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first in these instances.
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Never tie up in a lock

See practical exercise on page 17
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the mark.
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“I am altering course to STARBOARD”

“I am altering course to PORT”

“My engines are GOING ASTERN”

Tuning right around to STARBOARD

Tuning left around to PORT

Unable to manoeuvre



Life Jacket or Buoyancy Aids. 

An appreciation of fire risk on 
board a boat. The following 
information is most useful for 
the boater to understand.

green.
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Actions to be taken on identifying an engine room fire. 
(boat specific).
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The River above Teddington

Buoyage:

Cruising UPSTREAM PORT 
PORT

STARBOARD 
DOWNSTREAM

STARBOARD 

‘Right of Way’;

Signs:



Mooring: 

stern.

See prescribed mooring exercises
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Different types of boat:

single engined shaft and rudder

twin engined shaft and rudder

outdrives

Reversing: 

way.
See practical exercise on page 25



Narrowboats

Holding position:

steering.

All boaters should practise the manoeuvre:
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Towing:

See practical exercise on page 29
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Anchoring or use of a mud weight.

See practical exercise on page 25

If using chain: length at least 4 times the water depth
If using rope: length at least 6 times the water depth
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TERM WHAT IS EXPECTED WHEN USED

Temporary 
Mooring

stationary.

Short Stay 
Mooring time.

Long Stay 
Mooring

Thames Style 
Throw

Loops Ashore

turns.

Safety Line

mooring.

Take a Turn

Double Turn

Breast Line

Bow Line

Stern Line To secure the stern.



TERM WHAT IS EXPECTED WHEN USED

Aft Spring

Forward 
Spring

Springing Off 
Forward

Springing Off 
Astern

To single up a 
moored boat
“Single Up’

Veer the 
Chain manner.

Kedge 
Anchor

Conditions as 
Found

Moor on a 
‘Trot’
Rafted Out

tions.
OR
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WORKING THE THAMES LOCKS

METHOD
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Approach

Entry

Lines Ashore

Final Position

Filling the Lock

Caution

Departure
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SIMPLE MOORING ALONGSIDE

To moor alongside using three mooring lines when mooring alongside where 
there are no shore facilities.

METHOD
To Moor

To Cast Off
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What are the 
conditions of the 

bank?

Depth of Water

Mooring Pins

Mooring Lines
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CLASSIC MOORING ALONGSIDE

To moor alongside using four mooring lines in a non tidal condition
When mooring alonside a made up mooring with shore bollards that can be 
used to make fast

METHOD

To Moor

To Cast Off

If it is a restricted mooring the technique of “Springing Off” from the mooring 
should be understood.
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Bow Line

Approach

with one crew

with two crew

mooring.

Making Turns on 
Bow and Stern 

Lines

Springs
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CLASSIC MOORING ALONGSIDE

Singling Up Prior 
to Departure

Casting Off

In Strong Stream 
or in a Restricted 

Mooring
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MOORING BOW INTO THE SHORE   
 WITH THE STERN AWAY FROM 
 THE BANK

When it is not possible to get the stern into the shore because of shallow 
water this technique can be used

METHOD

Laying Anchor

Approach

Lines Ashore

Final Position

Departure
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ANCHORING 
   OR USE OF MUD WEIGHT

All boats whatever their size should carry a suitable anchor or mud weight.
You may simply wish to anchor in the stream for a short stay, or even overnight 
or use for an emergency stop.
Preparation

WITH OR WITHOUT AN ANCHOR WINCH.

the anchor.

WITH AN ANCHOR WINCH.
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WITHOUT AN ANCHOR WINCH.

RETRIEVING THE ANCHOR

 
What is The 

Depth of Water

Attach To An 
Anchor Buoy

Dropping The 
Anchor

Laying The 
Anchor

Setting The 
Anchor

Retrieve The 
Anchor
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REVERSING THE BOAT

As stated in the syllabus, boats with different propulsion systems handle 
differently especially in reverse.

A single engine boat with a shaft and rudder.

FORWARD

REVERSE
RE

VE
RS

E

FORWARD

FO
RW

ARD
RE

VE
RS

E
FO

RW
AR

DFO
RW

AR
DFORWARD

RI
VE

R 
FL

O
W



Twin engine boat with shaft and rudder:

Single or twin outdrives:

Narrow Boats
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TOWING

WHY KNOWING HOW TO TOW A BOAT IS IMPORTANT
There are times when it is necessary in an emergency to take another boat in 
tow, or of course be taken in tow yourself.

There are alternative ways of taking a boat in tow and the following has been 
shown to be effective.

TOWING ALONGSIDE 

TOWING ASTERN
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ADDITIONAL TOWING APPLICABLE IN THE MAIN TO NARROW BOATS BUT 
COULD BE USED FOR TOWING OTHER CRAFT.
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MANOUVERING A TWIN SCREW
   BOAT WITH ONE ENGINE

 
If There Is a Bow 
Thruster Fitted

If The Boat Is 
Fitted With 
Outdrives
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LINES AND BENDS (Knots)

Coiling lines:  

Throwing lines:

Throwing a loop:

Taking a turn: 

LINES AND BENDS (Knots)
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Bends (Knots):

1. Bowline:

2. Clove hitch:

3. Round Turn and two half hitches:

4. Sheetbend:

5. Double Sheetbend:

6. Rolling Hitch:

7. Reef Knot:

secure.



The Theoretical Segments

The River Thames

Using the Locks

Thames Protocol

Safety & Practice

Rules of the Road

Mooring



The Practical Segments

Manoeuvering a twin engine boat with one engine down

Holding position against the elements

Mooring alongside with springs

Anchoring or using mud weight

Mooring at 45º to the bank

Reversing the boat



The Practical Segments

Towing another boat

Working a lock

Practical Line work








