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Characters in 
Satan’s Conspiracy

By Greg Neal

One of the most famous Broadway musicals 
in history is The Phantom of the Opera. This popular 
musical has played to more than 140 million people, in 
35 countries, in 166 cities around the world, and has 
been performed in 15 different languages. On October 
9, 1986, The Phantom of the Opera officially opened at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre in London, England. There were 
more than 30 cast members in the original performance, 
not counting the crew and orchestra. Over the years, 
there have been thousands of people who have played 
the same roles first performed on that opening night in 
1986. Although there have been thousands of different 
actors and actresses, they played the same roles that 
were in the original production. What took place when 
Jesus was crucified was the original and most famous of 
all the conspiracies in history. Yet these many centuries 
later, it has been repeated thousands of times in cities 
and churches all over the world. Christians have been 
falsely accused and destroyed by the same characters, 
played by different people. Although the cast members 
were different, the roles they played were exactly the 
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same. As we see the story of Christ’s trial and crucifixion 
unfold, we discover Satan as the producer and director. 
Have we ever considered the fact that Satan seldom 
works alone? Unlike God, he is not omniscient, nor is he 
omnipresent; therefore, Satan is limited in what he can 
do to attack us and must enlist others to accomplish 
his desires.

When Satan was unable to tempt Jesus in the 
desert, his anger and hatred was so intense that he began 
his conspiracy to destroy Him. To do so, he would enlist 
the help, not merely of the demons of Hell but of other 
people. When Satan and his demons cannot overtake 
us, he will enlist other people to try to destroy us. He 
continues to do the very same things to those who are 
perpetuating the cause of Christ today. Because Satan 
hates Jesus, we can be certain he hates His bride as well. 
If Satan can destroy the bride of Christ, he wins a battle 
against his worst enemy; therefore, it should come as 
no surprise to any of us that he is launching his attacks 
at us, just as he did at Christ. When he discovers that 
he cannot destroy us with his temptations, he will often 
revert to trying to destroy us with accusations. Just as he 
did with Christ, he employs other people to accomplish 
that task. Now we know the producer and director of 
this performance. It is Satan himself. Now it is time to 
meet the cast of characters who would help Satan in 
his bid to destroy Christ. Bear in mind, Satan never 
destroys someone without the help of the supporting 
cast. Basically, there are five different characters or 
sets of characters in Satan’s conspiracy. We will find 
that these characters are in all of his conspiracies. We 
would be wise to familiarize ourselves with who they 
are so that we can recognize their characters when they 
appear.
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I. Judas
 Luke 22:1-3 says, Now the feast of unleavened 
bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover. And the 
chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; 
for they feared the people. Then entered Satan into Judas 
surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve. 
Judas, what a despicable character! His deception was 
so perfect that even the other disciples were fooled. It 
is interesting to note, however, that throughout the 
writings about our Lord’s ministry very little is said 
about Judas’s interaction with Christ. We do not see 
him asking questions like the other disciples. We see 
no serious flaws in this man until we discover who he 
really was, but neither do we see much evidence of 
true discipleship. He was more of a follower of Christ 
than a disciple. It is interesting to note how Judas was 
described in Scripture. The Bible describes him as, 
...being of the number of the twelve. He was one of the 
number but not a true believer. There are always those 
among us who are one of the number but not one of the 
true believers. It is these types of people Satan casts in 
this role to lead in the betrayal. How many people who 
place the kiss of betrayal upon a believer are just like 
Judas? They walked among believers. They looked like 
believers. They were respected and admired by other 
believers. Yet, Satan entered into them; and it was their 
“kiss” that put into motion the terrible accusations and 
attacks in a believer’s life. What motivated Judas to 
betray the Lord? Having seen others like him, one can 
speculate as to what drove him to that point. 
 Perhaps Judas was himself deceived. As much 
as he deceived others, he probably believed that he was 
one of the true believers in Christ. It is obvious that he 
never was a believer because Satan entered into him, 
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which otherwise could not have happened. Judas may 
have been as surprised as everyone else to discover he 
had been deceived. 
 Perhaps he felt manipulated. Remember, Judas 
had given three years of his life following Christ and 
sacrificing in order to do so. It is possible that because 
of difficulty, he felt taken advantage of by his leader. 
Maybe he questioned the authenticity of Christ, and 
therefore, the wheels began to turn in his mind as to 
how he could exact revenge. This often happens to those 
in Christian leadership. An individual who chooses to 
follow still may find a way to blame the leader for his 
own failed decisions, and thus betray him. 
 Perhaps he was tired of working for free. Maybe 
he felt undervalued. The disciples were volunteers, not 
paid workers. We know that Judas had an affinity for 
money because he was a tax collector before he joined 
the twelve. Did he see a financial opportunity in following 
Christ? Once he came to the realization that he had 
miscalculated, maybe he began looking for a way out. 
Many Christian leaders have been victims of betrayal by 
those followers who had enlisted without fully realizing 
what is meant by a servant’s salary. 
 Perhaps he was jealous of other disciples 
who were closer to Jesus. Maybe he felt he deserved 
a position similar to the positions held by Peter, James, 
and John. Many people become jealous when they sense 
that other followers get more attention than they, which 
leads to their decision to betray like Judas did. 
 Perhaps he was merely an opportunist. The 
Scripture says, ...he sought opportunity to betray him… 
Opportunists are those who are always looking for what 
is best for them. Because Judas was dissatisfied, when 
he had the opportunity to betray Christ for money, he 
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took it. Unlike most productions, the director casts 
himself in the story. The role remains the same today 
but either Satan or one of his demons enters new 
individuals. Beware of that charismatic figure who 
places a kiss of betrayal on a pastor, an evangelist, a 
soul-winning Christian, or any other servant of God. 
That just may be Satan himself or, at the very least, one 
of his demons. Throughout the years, there have been 
countless individuals through whom Satan has played 
this notorious role. 

There is another point concerning Judas. When a 
pastor is betrayed, he is betrayed by someone from within 
not from without. That fact is what makes the betrayal 
effective. Some may accept the accusations against a 
pastor because “He would know,” or “He worked for him 
faithfully for many years.” Other expressions are “He is 
a good man,” and “He is courageous for taking a stand 
for right.” If the average Christian used that same logic, 
he would have convicted Jesus. “Judas would know. He 
traveled with Jesus for three years.” Judas appeared to 
be righteous, but we know he was not. He appeared to 
have no motive, but he did. Before rushing to judgment, 
we would be better served to consider the existence of 
a Judas.

II. False Witnesses
The betrayal was the beginning but would not be 

all that was needed to destroy Jesus. The next actors 
in the play are the false witnesses. The father of all 
lies would enlist those who would lie about our Lord. 
The false witnesses revel in their roles of destruction. 
Devoid of integrity, they spew lies and accusations like 
darts, piercing the character of their prey. What are 
some characteristics of false witnesses? 
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False witnesses often believe their own lies. A 
false witness is not necessarily someone who makes up 
the story. Most false accusations come from someone 
who accuses based upon another’s word, rather than 
upon being an eyewitness. We can say they follow the 
script someone else has written. In a court of law, 
hearsay is not admissible evidence. A trial is not won 
by putting witnesses on the stand to tell what someone 
else supposedly saw. False witnesses often repeat 
accusations believing them to be true yet having not 
seen with their own eyes the truth. People who bear 
false witness are often those who listen and even seek 
after gossip and slander. 

False witnesses are enlisted to do a job. Mark 
14:55 says, And the chief priests and all the council 
sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and 
found none. Satan and his minions seek people who are 
willing to repeat their lies. These false witnesses repeat 
what they have been told by those who have an agenda. 
Sadly, they are not hard to find. False witnesses are 
easily prejudiced by the scriptwriters who are seeking 
to destroy someone else’s life. We see in the account 
of the crucifixion that the chief priests were those who 
enlisted the false witnesses. Obviously, they trusted the 
chief priests enough to accuse and to testify against 
Jesus Christ. They became willing participants in the 
conspiracy against Christ.

False witnesses often come along after the 
fact. ...and found none. Notice that when they sought 
for witnesses, no one came forward. How about those 
who knew Jesus best? None came forward. When there 
were none who could accuse Jesus, they sought for 
those who would accuse Him falsely. Still none came 
forward. Apparently there were some so desperate to 
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have a part in Satan’s play that they stepped forward 
to accuse the Saviour. It is amazing to see who some of 
these false witnesses are. They will portray themselves 
as church members when they have not attended in ten 
years. These are people so desperate for attention that 
they are willing to cast themselves in the role of false 
witnesses. Do not be deceived by those who suddenly 
appear so they might “tell what they know” about the 
betrayed. 

False witnesses often come in large numbers. 
Mark 14:56 says, For many bare false witness against 
him,… If guilt was determined by the number of false 
witnesses, then Jesus would certainly have been guilty. 
There were many who falsely accused Him; however, 
justice is not about the number of hits on a gossip site 
or about the number of slanderers in a Facebook group. 
Justice is not about the number of people who memorize 
the same script. Justice is about truth. Often people are 
considered guilty because of the number of people who 
band together to make accusations against them. The 
lines of truth are blurred by the number of accusers. 
True justice takes into consideration the facts rather 
than how many people have stepped forward to accuse. 
It did not matter how many people accused Jesus. He 
was innocent. The same is often true of Christians. 

These false witnesses contradicted themselves. 
Mark 14:56 says, For many bare false witness against 
him, but their witness agreed not together. Then, in verse 
59 we see, But neither so did their witness agree together. 
When people want to believe lies, they carelessly hear 
accusations without scrutinizing the contradictions. 
Obvious misstatements are ignored because they have 
an agenda. They have been prejudiced toward the one 
against whom the accusations are being made, as was 
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the case against Jesus. This has been reenacted over 
and over again when false witnesses cannot get their 
stories coordinated. Yet, people ignore the obvious 
contradictions because, in many cases, they want the 
accusations to be true. 

The false witnesses do not have the facts 
nor do they have credibility. Who were these false 
witnesses? They obviously were not credible people 
because they could not get their facts straight. Yet 
Jesus, Who had credibility, was put into question by 
those who had no credibility. Liars are not credible. 
Many non-credible witnesses can destroy one credible 
person. Think about that. One hundred people get on 
the Internet, without facts and credibility, and make 
statements against one who has proven credibility; yet 
people believe their accusations. 

These false witnesses were motivated by evil 
intentions. None of them were trying to do the right 
thing. If they were doing the right thing, they would not 
have made accusations which they knew were untrue. 
They respond with such statements as, “It has to be 
true. Why would they make that up?” When the curtain 
is pulled back, we can see that people tell their lies 
because they have evil intentions. No matter what the 
justification, evil is the motivation. 

These false witnesses presented themselves 
to be followers of Christ. We see in verse 58, We 
heard him say... Their claims to have heard what Jesus 
said gave a false impression that they were followers of 
Christ. When we hear someone say, “I was a member 
of that church,” or “I attended that Christian college,” 
typically we are listening to people who are claiming 
they were followers but who, in fact, never were. In fact, 
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those who bear false witness never were loyal followers 
and must justify their disloyalty. 

These false witnesses had to manipulate the 
facts to find anything about which to accuse Jesus. 
Verse 58 says, We heard him say, I will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and within three days I 
will build another made without hands. Of all the things 
Jesus said and did in His ministry, these accusers had 
to go back three years to the beginning of His ministry 
to find anything about which to accuse Him. Even then, 
their misinterpretation is obvious. Most accusers take 
what someone says out of context in order to hurt that 
person. They search to find something they can use 
because they want to destroy. They have an agenda. 
They will scrutinize every act and work, while bypassing 
all the good, until they find something they think they 
can use. 

False witnesses give their story to those who 
are seeking the destruction of the object of their 
accusations. Typically, they do so for their own self-
interest. False witnesses “preach to the choir” or “rally 
their base” as we see in verse 60, And the high priest 
stood up in the midst… These false witnesses gave their 
false testimonies in the presence of the high priest who 
was seeking a reason to kill Jesus. False witnesses find 
the gossip blogs that are already attacking an individual 
and offer what they have heard about the situation. This 
was not justice in action. This was evil in action and was 
necessary to keep the conspiracy against Jesus moving.

False witnesses are always a part of Satan’s 
conspiracy against someone he wants to destroy. Usually, 
they come from among us, but they were not one of us. 
How miserable they must be! They are so desperate for 
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attention that they are willing to perpetuate lies that 
destroy the innocent. 

III. Blinded Rulers
Not everyone who holds a position of leadership and 

authority has pure intentions even among Christians. 
Such is the case with the blinded rulers. Blinded rulers 
use their positions to destroy a person’s life, just as they 
did with Christ. What are some of the characteristics of 
these blinded rulers who judged Jesus. 

Blinded rulers are prejudiced from the 
beginning. Mark 14:60 says, And the high priest stood 
up in the midst… This was the very high priest to whom 
was given the charge of carrying out the work of God 
standing in the midst of total injustice playing his role 
as a blinded ruler. Why do some who are in Christian 
leadership use their positions to destroy another 
Christian leader’s life? There is a difference between 
seeking to correct and seeking to destroy. Blinded rulers 
do not follow the rules of justice because they do not 
want justice nor do they want correction. They want 
destruction. The high priest had no concern that justice 
be done. He received accusations as fact that would not 
have been accepted in any true court of law. He received 
false witness with no concern as to the credibility of the 
source. His concern was destruction not justice . 

Blinded rulers are concerned only about one 
side of the story. John 18:33-34 says, Then Pilate 
entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, 
and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus 
answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or 
did others tell it thee of me? When Pilate received the 
accusations against Christ, he was accepting hearsay 
not evidence. Jesus points this out. There is an 
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interesting point in the trial of Christ. In any court of 
law, the accused is not required to answer. His silence 
does not mean an admission of guilt. In fact, often 
his silence indicates that there is no legitimate case 
against him. How does one defend himself against a 
false accusation? It is almost impossible. Some people 
want us to prove false what they have not proven to be 
true. It is difficult to speak against a false accusation. 
Because Jesus was silent, Pilate assumed it was an 
admission of guilt. That is a wrong assessment. Silence 
is not an admission of guilt. A person is innocent until 
proven guilty, and silence does not change that fact.

Blinded rulers ask leading questions. Notice 
two questions asked by the high priest. The first is 
found in Mark 14:60, And the high priest stood up in 
the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou 
nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? 
Then we see in verse 63, Then the high priest rent his 
clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses? 
Oh, the feigned outrage! The conviction was inevitable 
now because the high priest was leading to a conclusion 
without a conviction of proof. Blinded leaders do this 
today when they ask, “Did you hear about the pastor 
and his fall?” The question is used by the leader to 
convict based on false accusations and not on fact. 
This action is despicable and wrong. The high priest did 
exactly the same thing and then followed the question 
with an accusation of his own. 

Blinded rulers lead others to their own 
conclusions. Verse 64 says, Ye have heard the 
blasphemy… Obviously, Jesus did not blaspheme; 
however, the high priest dramatically led others to a 
conclusion he wanted them to believe. After Satan asked 
a question in the garden, he did the same thing when 
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he contradicted God. Sadly, many Christians are led to 
wrong conclusions by those who, with questions, are 
attempting to pervert justice. People hear an accusation 
without weighing the evidence for themselves, and it 
leads them to a false conclusion. 

Blinded rulers often are confused as to a 
solution for their own injustice. We see this in Mark 
15:9 when Pilate was confused as what to do with 
Jesus. But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I 
release unto you the King of the Jews? One of the most 
tragic parts in the story of Christ’s trial is that so much 
of it revolved around a lack of decisiveness among the 
rulers. They were reacting rather than acting. Justice 
never reacts. Justice never allows the crowd to make 
a decision. Justice is not democracy. We do not vote 
among ourselves as to who is guilty and who is innocent. 
Yet, in the crucifixion of Christ, there was so much 
confusion among these blinded rulers. Political pressure 
is a big part of injustice. We see that carried out in our 
society today by the mainstream media. Much injustice 
is done because of the constant barrage of reporting 
false accusations. Many blinded rulers make terrible 
decisions based upon this pressure that is placed upon 
them. Justice is then replaced by consensus.

Blinded rulers do not take responsibility for 
the evil they do. In Matthew 27:24 we see, When Pilate 
saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a 
tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands 
before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood 
of this just person: see ye to it. Pilate wrongly assumed 
that he could wash his hands of the blood of Christ 
and be innocent in the carrying out of this injustice. 
Blinded rulers pretend it did not really happen, and 
they claim that it was not their fault. They refuse to take 
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responsibility for the injustice carried out at their own 
hands. When Christian leaders take part in the slander 
and wrongful conviction of another, they are not exempt 
from responsibility. Just as God would not hold Pilate 
guiltless, Preacher, He will not hold you guiltless either! 

There are always blinded rulers in Satan’s 
conspiracy against believers, just as there were in his 
conspiracy against Christ. When we are attacked, we 
must expect them to be a part of the conspiracy against 
us.

IV. Chief Priests
In the story of the crucifixion of Christ, as in all 

attacks against God’s people, the chief priests were the 
ones who were most dangerous and evil. Most attacks 
against someone who is doing a work for God are led by 
ones who are involved in so-called Christian work, yet 
whose agenda is something other than perpetuating the 
Gospel of Christ. They are motivated by jealousy and 
the fear of losing their own influence and control.

The high priest was the one who performed 
the sacrifices on behalf of the people to God. His 
responsibility was to carry out every ordinance and 
requirement given in the law. The high priest had men 
who were called chief priests. They would be considered 
assistant pastors or deacons if we compared their 
positions to positions of leadership in our churches 
today. They had limited authority given to them by the 
high priest. These chief priests met with the scribes 
in order to have a consultation about Christ. He had 
become a threat to them. This consultation had nothing 
to do with perpetuating the truth. Its purpose was to rid 
them of Jesus. It was at this consultation when Judas, 
now possessed by Satan, met with them to plot their 
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conspiracy against Christ. There is much we can learn 
about these chief priests.

The chief priests met with Judas to plot 
against Christ. Think of is the irony of the situation. 
Had these been men of God, their spirits would have 
exposed Judas for who he was; however, these were not 
men of God. They were merely religious men, which is 
hugely different. People who have an agenda against a 
Christian are willing to meet with people possessed by 
Satan in order to accomplish their purposes. We see 
that evidenced today. “The enemy of my enemy is my 
friend” certainly is a mantra in the world of the chief 
priests. These people fool themselves into thinking they 
are aligning themselves with like-minded people; but, in 
reality, they are making a covenant with the Devil.

Chief priests are dishonest about their true 
agenda. Mark 15:1 says, And straightway in the morning 
the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and 
carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate. These 
men could not be honest in their intentions. They could 
not tell everyone that they were threatened by Jesus. 
They could not reveal the fact that, in their hearts, they 
feared Him. So, they accused Him of blasphemy when 
there was absolutely no blasphemy. The same is true 
today. They disguise their motives with accusations 
that condemn the person they want to destroy. In Luke 
23:1 we see, And the whole multitude of them arose, and 
led him unto Pilate. It is evident they despised Jesus. 
They showed Him no respect. They degraded Him. They 
lied about Him.

Chief priests sensationalize and dramatize 
their lies. The chief priests are the best actors in this play 
written by Satan. They grandstand and sensationalize 
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their accusations. Reading the account in Scripture, 
one can picture the dramatic flair in which the chief 
priests presented their case against Christ. Persuasion 
rather than proof led to injustice as it often does.

Chief priests cannot accept or admit that 
they are wrong. Luke 23:3-5 says, And Pilate asked 
him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he 
answered him and said, Thou sayest it. Then said Pilate 
to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this 
man. And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth 
up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning 
from Galilee to this place. When Pilate found no fault 
in Christ, it was impossible for these chief priests to 
consider the possibility that they were wrong. We will find 
that often the pagan world will see through accusations 
made by Christians against Christians. Yet, those who 
are accusing refuse to admit they are wrong. Time and 
time again, there have been examples of Christians 
being defended by a lost world that sees through the 
ridiculousness of the accusations. These religious 
leaders will ignore the facts because their agenda is not 
about the specific accusations but about destruction. 
Eventually, they will even refute God’s Word in order to 
carry out their plans of destruction.

Chief priests lack true compassion. We would 
think that someone who held such a lofty position would 
be a person of compassion, but it was not the case. 
When Judas saw that Jesus was being condemned, he 
repented of what he had done and brought the thirty 
pieces of silver back to the chief priests. He confessed 
that he had sinned and betrayed an innocent man, but 
the chief priests said. What is that to us? See thou to 
that. Think about it. Their hatred for Jesus superseded 
their compassion for a broken man. It is hard to find 
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sympathy for Judas, but perhaps he could have been 
helped if the chief priests had been right with God. I 
wonder how many sinners could be reached if the chief 
priests of today were more concerned about people and 
less concerned with the latest conspiracy to destroy 
another preacher? Judas died and went to Hell. Perhaps 
he would not have hanged himself if he would have had 
someone to point him back to Jesus. The chief priests 
are not compassionate people. They cast people aside 
when they are finished using them for their agenda. 

Chief priests have no scruples. When Judas 
left their presence, he threw the thirty pieces of silver 
down in the temple, went out, and hanged himself. 
The chief priests knew that money had been used to 
shed innocent blood. They decided to use the money to 
provide a place to bury strangers. This was not an act 
of compassion but of convenience, for they would bury 
people who were not of them to avoid contaminating 
their own burial sites. 

It has been said that some of the most vicious 
people in the entire world are religious people who have 
decided to destroy a Christian’s life. There is no limit 
to the evil they will perform to accomplish the agenda 
of destruction. It is hard to believe what so-called 
Christians will do when they have decided to destroy 
another person’s life.

V. The Angry Mob
When Stephen was stoned, the final players in 

the act were those in the angry mob who stoned him. 
Ultimately, those who seek to destroy another use the 
angry mob to carry out their plans. It is often the angry 
mob on the Internet who viciously attacks someone who 
has been accused. Judas is long gone now. The chief 
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priests are out of the picture for the moment. Even the 
blinded rulers are playing a lesser role. Now the angry 
mob takes over to carry out Satan’s agenda. 

Pilate tells the people that he can release one 
prisoner, hoping that he can relieve himself of the 
responsibility of condemning Christ. He makes a bad 
decision, though. He allows the crowd to make a choice. 
They can choose to release the hardened criminal 
Barabbas, or they can release Jesus Who had healed 
the sick, given sight to the blind, made the lame to 
walk and the deaf to hear, made lepers clean, and even 
raised the dead back to life. Pilate must have been 
impressed with this brainstorm of an idea; but it was 
a miscalculation because it was too late. Already the 
crowd had been turned and stirred against Jesus. They 
had made their choice. They cried, “Release Barabbas 
and crucify Jesus.” Mobs are not predictable. They are 
not driven by reason, principle, or Scripture. They are 
driven by emotion. They were stirred up, and Jesus had 
to pay in spite of all they had seen Him do. Look a little 
bit closer at the last group of actors in Satan’s play. 

The angry mob had no agenda of their own. 
The people who make up angry mobs typically are 
responding to someone else’s agenda or, in other words, 
following their script. The high priest knew exactly what 
to say to stir their emotions. The angry mob was not 
thinking for themselves. They were easily manipulated 
by the calculated agenda of the high priest. They did 
not know the facts, yet they were the ones who cried 
out “Crucify him! Crucify him!” We see similar angry 
mobs today crying out, “It’s a cult! It’s a cult!” without 
really knowing what a cult is. They cry, “Guilty! Guilty!” 
without ever seeing any evidence. It is not their agenda 
to destroy a church. They are not writing the script. 
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They are emotionally manipulated into fulfilling the 
purpose of the evil ones. An angry mob can be found 
on the Internet or sitting on church pews in the church 
across town. In either case, they are not satisfied until 
their chanting causes the crucifixion of someone. 

The angry mob was irrational. So much of what 
happened to Christ was irrational, but nothing could 
have been more irrational than this angry mob choosing 
a hardened criminal over the sinless Saviour. The mob 
does not see how irrational they are. Do not miss the 
point! They chose Barabbas over Jesus. The angry mob 
today chooses Barabbas as well. Instead of standing 
with the man of God, they stand with the backslidden 
scorner who is now turned atheist. Instead of choosing 
the church, they choose the loose-living woman who 
would make the woman Jesus encountered at the well 
blush. They ignore a lifetime of integrity and choose the 
multiple adulterers or the vile compromiser. “Give us 
Barabbas!” is their battle cry. 

The angry mob was unreasonable. It is 
interesting to note that Jesus actually tried to reason 
with these people. We see in Mark 14:48, 49, And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and with staves to take me? 
I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took 
me not: but the scriptures must be fulfilled. Why did He 
attempt to reason with them and not the chief priests 
or high priest? Jesus knew these people. These are the 
ones to whom He had ministered and the crowd for 
whom He had done His good works. Even though they 
had seen His works, His reasoning fell on deaf ears.

The angry mob was made up of people who 
had been helped by Jesus. The last verse in the Gospel 
of John tells us, And there are also many other things 
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which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written. Amen. For 
whom did Jesus do these things? He did them for these 
people who were now crying out for Him to be crucified. 
This is always what happens. Dr. Jack Hyles said, “The 
people whom you help the most will often be the ones 
who hurt you the most.” If we see who has become the 
angry mob against most pastors, it will be people whom 
the pastor helped the most. The mob will be made up 
of people whose marriage the pastor tried to salvage. It 
will be made up of people whose sick child the pastor 
prayed for. It will be made up of people whom the pastor 
led to Christ or those with whom he stood during their 
hours of trial. Sadly, the mob is made up of those whom 
the pastor at one time helped. 

The angry mob’s character is revealed by 
their actions. Someone has said, “People are fickle.” 
What that means is they are not driven by character 
or principle. They are driven by emotion and personal 
gain. Why would church members choose someone who 
has a terrible track record over a pastor who has been 
faithful? Why would they choose to go to an atheist 
website to read slander against a faithful preacher and 
servant of God? People today do these things for the same 
reason that the angry mob chose to release Barabbas 
instead of Christ; their decision-making is not based 
upon principle. It is based upon their emotions, which 
shows the shallowness of their personal character.

The angry mob was willing to sacrifice their 
own children. One of the most shocking verses in the 
Bible is Matthew 27:25. Then answered all the people, 
and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. It is one 
thing for parents to turn away from the things of God in 
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anger toward a Christian leader, but it is totally another 
thing to sacrifice their children as they most often do. 
So many families have been destroyed by parents who 
became part of an angry mob. Their children are left to 
pay the price and, in many cases, reject Christ entirely. 

The angry mob does not consider the total 
consequences of their actions. The very Messiah 
for Whom they had been waiting had come. He had 
performed miracles before them. He was their Saviour, 
yet they were crying out for His death. He came to seek 
and to save that angry mob, but angry mobs never see 
the damage they are doing to the Saviour. The same is 
true in churches when an angry mob hurts the cause of 
Christ in an attempt to attack and to destroy a faithful 
Christian. Countless souls will be in Hell because of the 
damage done by angry mobs.

The curtain is about to close. Satan’s conspiracy 
is coming to an end. The false witnesses have returned 
to their daily lives, perhaps even forgetting their 
egregious sins. The blinded rulers are now smugly back 
in their ivory towers enjoying the power they think they 
have saved by their actions. The chief priests are back 
oppressing God’s people with their made-up laws after 
leading the charge to crucify the Son of the God they 
supposedly were serving. The angry mob has dissipated 
and returned to their homes and their normal lives, 
having forgotten all the good that Jesus had done for 
them. There remains a solitary figure Who is placed 
in a borrowed grave. He was the object of this entire 
conspiracy led by the Satan himself. The director gets 
ready to take a bow. But, wait! This is not the end.

After three days and three nights, the curtain, 
which had closed, is torn open; and that solitary figure 
rises from the grave triumphantly. Satan’s conspiracy 
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has been foiled by God. Because this play had a surprise 
ending, we can be assured that when Satan brings his 
play into our lives, we too can be victorious. 

Make no mistake. Satan repeats this play over 
and over again in the lives of Christians and in churches 
everywhere. Do not be dismayed by those who partake 
in this conspiracy. When all has been said and done, 
God will vindicate His own. A warning to all who are 
considering playing one of these parts: Repent before 
you destroy your own life. Do not get caught up in 
Satan’s conspiracy. Do not play the starring role of your 
own tragedy.


