BASIC PRESS RELEASE WRITING TIPS      provided by Christina Winch
-Always include the information you see in the top left hand corner of the examples to insert your contact information.  Make sure FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE is in capital letters to get their attention.

-Always include the ### signs at the end—it lets them know that that is the end of press release.

-In today’s electronic world, if you can email the press release with a digital photo to the newspaper, they really appreciate it.  They don’t have to retype it or scan the photo in—they will just cut and paste.

-If you do send it through the mail or drop it off at the local newspaper office, make sure to label the back of your photo so you can get it back or in case it gets separated from your press release they know where it belongs.

-Since most people don’t know a lot about Dutch Belted Cattle, always include a few sentences about the breed and include the website.

The examples are just that, examples.  There are three different types – one for hosting a picnic or open house (the actual used last year); one to use if your child/ren show cattle and an animal does well; and one to show how well a cow may be producing.

Good luck and have fun promoting the breed.     

Sample press releases:

COW PRODUCTION:

January 22, 2007

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

Contact Information

Joe and Jane Smith

Smith’s Dutch Belted Dairy Cattle

12789 Rolling Hillside Road

Anywhere, WI 54268

(123) 456-7890

sdbdc@hotmail.com

 

Smith’s Lovely Lucy recently completed a 305 day record of 17,000 pounds of milk with a 4.2 butterfat and 3.5 protein on official DHIA test at Smith’s Dutch Belted Dairy Cattle in Anywhere, WI.  She is owned by Joe and Jane Smith.  The Smith’s currently milk a herd of 60 registered Dutch Belted Cattle.  Smith’s Lovely Lucy is in her third lactation and has three healthy heifer calves.  She is also Excellent 92.  Dutch Belts are efficient animals of moderate size between Holsteins and Jerseys.  Cows weigh from 900-1500 pounds with bulls weighing 1350-2000 pounds.  They are black, or occasionally red, with a dazzling white belt around the middle.  This belt should begin a little back of the shoulder and extend not quite to the hips and entirely around the body.  Intelligence and friendly disposition make Dutch Belted cattle an excellent choice for family farms, rotational grazing, and other systems where ease of handling is valued.  For more information on Dutch Belted Cattle visit the Dutch Belted Cattle Association of America’s website at www.dutchbelted.com.

 

 

####

 

 

 

<<<<Insert a photo of the cow here>>>>

SHOW RESULTS:

September 23, 2006

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

Contact Information

Joe and Jane Smith

Smith’s Dutch Belted Dairy Cattle

12789 Rolling Hillside Road

Anywhere, WI 54268

(123) 456-7890

sdbdc@hotmail.com

 

Bobby Smith of Anywhere, WI exhibited the Senior Grand Champion of the Any Other Breeds class at the Grundy County Fair last week.  His cow is a 4 year old registered Dutch Belt.  His family operates Smith’s Dutch Belted Dairy Cattle where they milk 60 Dutch Belted cows.  Dutch Belts are efficient animals of moderate size between Holsteins and Jerseys.  Cows weigh from 900-1500 pounds with bulls weighing 1350-2000 pounds.  They are black, or occasionally red, with a dazzling white belt around the middle.  This belt should begin a little back of the shoulder and extend not quite to the hips and entirely around the body.  Intelligence and friendly disposition make Dutch Belted cattle an excellent choice for family farms, rotational grazing, and other systems where ease of handling is valued.  For more information on Dutch Belted Cattle visit the Dutch Belted Cattle Association of America’s website at www.dutchbelted.com.

 

 

####

 

 

<<<<Insert photo here>>>>

PICNIC/OPEN HOUSE:
March 24, 2006

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

Contact Information

Peter and Christina Winch

Winch’s Pine Grove Farms, LP

12742 Brown School Road

Fennimore, WI 53809

608-822-7806

pwinch@tds.net

 

 

Peter and Christina Winch of Winch’s Pine Grove Farms, LP will be hosting the 2006 Dutch Belted Cattle Association of America Spring Open House on Saturday, April 29, 2006.  Cattle viewing will begin at 1 p.m.  The Winch’s are currently the largest herd of Dutch Belts in Wisconsin.  Of the 180 cows they milk, 70% are Dutch Belted Cattle.  90% of their 90 replacement heifers are Dutch Belts.  They also have 3 bulls.  The open house is designed to allow Dutch Belted Cattle breeders, enthusiast, and the public to come view this rare breed of dairy cattle.  The Winch’s started breeding Dutch Belted cattle in 1991 through the breed-up program.  The cattle are rotationally grazed most of the year.   They are milked in a swing 12 parlor and housed in two coverall buildings with free-stalls.  There is a third coverall that contains the feed bunk.  The farm is located at 12742 Brown School Road Fennimore, WI.  Brown School Road can be accessed from Highway 18, about 2 miles east of Fennimore and 6-7 miles west of Montfort.  Watch for signs.  For more information please contact Peter and Christina Winch at 608-822-7806.

 


 

####

