


p a g e  2

D a y  O n e :  T u e s d a y,  A u g u st  1 2 t h
Registrat ion:  7:30am – 12 :00pm

Ethics  Update

 8 :30am-9:30am   BREAKFAST

 9 :30am-9:45am   Posting of  the Colors
  Pascua Yaqui  Color  Guard 

 9 :45am-10 :00am   Welcoming 
  Cha i rman Ju l ian  Hernandez ,  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe

  Opening Prayer
  F ranc isco Munoz ,  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe Tr ibal  Counci lmember

 10 :00am-10 :45am   Ethics  In  ICWA
  Oscar  J .  F lores ,  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe ,  Attorney Genera l 
  Domingo DeGraz ia ,  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe ,  ICWA Superv is ing  Attorney

 10 :45am-1 1 :00am   BREAK

 1 1 :00am-12 :00pm   ICWA Case Law Update 
  Apr i l  Olson,  Attorney 
  Autumn Shone,  Attorney

 12 :00pm-1 :00pm   LUNCH

 1 :00pm-3 :00pm   Bui lding an ICWA Court  whi le  Col laborat ing with Tr ibes 
  Sheldon Spotted E lk ,  JD,  Senior  Di rector  of  Judic ia l  and Nat ional          
  Engagement ,  Casey Fami ly  Programs

 3 :00pm-3 :15pm   BREAK

 3 : 15pm-4 :15pm   Strengthening Sovereignty:  Washington State's  Histor ic  Contract   
  Agreement with Tl ingit  & Haida  
  Mary Johnson 
  Chelsey Welch 
  T leena Ives

 4 :15pm-5 :00pm   Wel lness  Sess ion
  Waylon Pahona & Johanna Herrera

 5 :30pm-8:30pm   Networking Pool  Party  –  Casino Del  Sol  Tower Pool  Area
  *Br ing  pool  or  comfortable  at t i re*

8th Annual Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Conference 2025
Strengthening State & Tribal Commitment to ICWA 

Key information:
	 •	 Date: Tuesday, August 12th – Friday, August 15th, 2025
	 •	 Host Tribe: Pascua Yaqui Tribe
	 •	 Location: Casino Del Sol Conference Center, Tucson Arizona
	 •	 Project Lead: Marissa Quiroz
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D a y  t w o :  w e d n e s d a y,  A u g u st  1 3 t h
Registrat ion:  7:30am – 12 :00pm

ICWA In Arizona

 7:30am-8:30am   BREAKFAST

 8 :30am-8:45am   Video From Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe’s  Tr ibal  Chairman Jul ian Hernandez

 8 :45am-10 :00am   Pascua Yaqui  ICWA Model  -  Honoring the Past ,  Protect ing 
  the Present ,  Securing the Future 
  Domingo DeGraz ia ,  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe ,  ICWA Superv is ing  Attorney

 10 :00am-10 :45am   KEYNOTE:  Strengthening ICWA in  Arizona
  Rosa  S .  A lvarez , 
  Glor ia  Alvarez  Gomez , 
  Andrea Gonzalez , 
  Jose-Enr ique Saldana
  I rene Sanchez , 
  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe ICWA Committee Counci l  Members

 10 :45am-1 1 :00am   BREAK

 1 1 :00am-12 :00pm   Measuring Transformation through Social  Return 
  on Impact :  T iwahe's  Role  in  the Future of  Chi ld  Welfare
  Crysta l  Keung ,  Pr inc ipal ,  Whanau Tahi  USA ,  LLC

 12 :00pm-1 :00pm   LUNCH

 1 :00pm-1 :30pm   ICWA Champion Award
  Tony Sanchez

 1 :30pm-1 :45pm   Wel lness  Sess ion
  Waylon Pahona & Johanna Herrera

 1 :45pm-2 :15pm   ICWA WORKS!  Videos:  ICWA Success  Stor ies—Perspectives 
  from Lived Experience

 2 : 15pm-2 :45pm   BREAK

 2 :45pm-3 :30pm   ICWA at  Tohono O’odham Nation
  Monica  Labor in ,  ICWA Program Superv isor-Tohono O’odham Nat ion

 3 :30pm-4:30pm   KEYNOTE:  ICWA in  Arizona:   Perspectives  from the Bench 
  Hon.  Janet  Calk ins  Botswick ,  P ima County ICWA Court
  Hon.  Chuck Whitehead,  Mar icopa County ICWA Court

8th Annual Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Conference 2025
Strengthening State & Tribal Commitment to ICWA
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D a y  T H R E E :  T H U R S D A Y,  A u g u st  1 4 t
Registrat ion:  7:30am – 12 :00pm

Other  innovations  to strengthen commitment to ICWA

 7:30am-8:30am   BREAKFAST

 8 :30am-9:00am   Opening Prayer
  Mr.  Tony Johnson,  Tohono O’odham

 9 :00am-10 :45am   Boarding Schools  to Broken Systems:  The Indian Chi ld Welfare
  Act ,  MMIP and the Ongoing Cr is is  of  Miss ing Indigenous Chi ldren
  in  Foster  Care
  Alfred Urbina 
  Apr i l  Ignac io
  Deborah Parker
  Roshanna Toya

 10 :45am-1 1 :00am   BREAK

 1 1 :00am-12 :00pm   Protect ing Our Future:  Tr ibal  Advocacy in  Chi ld  Welfare
  Tamra Borchardt-S layton,  Pa iute Indian Tr ibe of  Utah ,  Puow’wan 
  Program Manager 

 12 :00pm-1 :00pm   LUNCH

 1 :00pm-1 :30pm   KEYNOTE:  Honoring the Voices  of  the Miss ing , 
  Protect ing the Futures  of  Our Chi ldren
  El i s ia  Manuel ,  Founder  of  Three Prec ious  Mirac les 

 1 : 30pm-2 :00pm   ICWA in  the Crosshairs :  FY 2026 Budget  Cuts , 
  the 47th Administrat ion,  and the F ight  for  Tr ibal  Sovereignty
  Cody Hartt ,  Indian Country  Legal  Serv ices  ( ICLS) ,  Founder

 2 :00pm-2 :30pm   Wel lness  Sess ion
  Waylon Pahona & Johanna Herrera

 2 :30pm-3 :30pm   A Bench That  Honors  Heritage & Bloodl ines :  Why the Future 
  Needs ICWA Courts
  Jordan Igo,  Ass istant  Attorney Genera l  for  the State of  Ar izona 

 3 :30pm-3 :45pm    BREAK

 3 :45pm-4:45pm   Indigenous Parent  Leadership In it iat ive :  Empowering Parents 
  Through a  Cultural  Lens 
  Beth Ann Hedman-Dodds
  Mar lena Hanson

8th Annual Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Conference 2025
Strengthening State & Tribal Commitment to ICWA
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D a y  f o u r :  f r i d a y,  A u g u st  1 5 t h
Registrat ion:  7:30am – 12 :00pm

Moving Forward

 7:30am-8:30am   BREAKFAST

 8 :30am-9:30am   Flower Making Tradit ion 
  Glor ia  Alvarez  Gomez ,  Pascua Yaqui  Tr ibe Counci lwoman 

 9 :30am-10 :30am   Echoes of  The Akimel  Murals  & Youth Identity : 
  A  Journey of  Art ,  Culture,  & Resi l iency
  A lyssa  Rodr iguez , 
  I saac  Nedd Lopez , 
  John Paul ,  Natasha “Rezmo”  Mart inez

 10 :30am-1 1 :00am   Gathering of  Tr ibes  and Nations-Pascua Yaqui  ICWA Committee 
 

 1 1 :00am-1 1 :30am   Clos ing Remarks  by Tr ibal  Counci l
  Clos ing Prayer
  Retr ieving the Colors

8th Annual Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Conference 2025
Strengthening State & Tribal Commitment to ICWA

T h a n k  Y o u  T o  O u r  S p o n s o r s
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