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Scripture Focus: 

 2 Timothy 3:16–17; Hebrews 4:12 

Introduction:

Revelation through the Word is foundational to the Christian faith. The Bible is not
merely a historical document or a collection of moral teachings. It is the living,
breathing Word of God—divinely inspired and spiritually empowered to reveal
God’s heart, will, and plan for humanity. This study focuses on how Scripture
reveals divine truths, transforms lives, and equips believers for every good work.

Scripture Breakdown:

2 Timothy 3:16–17
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches
us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good
work.” (NLT)

1.All Scripture is Given by Inspiration of God
a.Greek: Theopneustos – literally means “God-breathed.”
b.This phrase affirms that Scripture originates from God, not man. It

emphasizes divine authority and authenticity.
c. It includes both the Old Testament (which Timothy knew from childhood –

v.15) and the New Testament writings that were being circulated and
recognized.

2.Profitable for Doctrine
a.Doctrine refers to teaching or instruction—truths about God, Jesus Christ,

salvation, and the Christian life.
b.Scripture forms the foundation of what we believe. It shapes theology and

guides spiritual understanding.
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3. For Reproof
a.Reproof is the act of exposing error or sin.
b.Scripture confronts us when we stray from God’s truth, calling us to

repentance.
4. For Correction

a.After confronting sin, God’s Word also restores us.
b.Correction realigns our path—helping us not only to recognize what’s

wrong, but to return to what is right.
5. For Instruction in Righteousness

a.The Word trains us to live rightly before God and others.
b.Like a spiritual guidebook, Scripture helps form habits, decisions, and

behaviors aligned with God’s will.
6. That the Man of God May Be Complete

a.“Complete” (artios in Greek) means capable, proficient, well-fitted for
a task.

b.Scripture enables believers to grow into spiritual maturity and
readiness.

7. Thoroughly Equipped for Every Good Work”
a.God doesn’t just call us—He equips us.
b.The Word provides everything we need to serve, lead, disciple, and

minister with effectiveness.

Contextual Background (2 Timothy)

Author: Apostle Paul
Recipient: Timothy, a young pastor and spiritual son to Paul
Setting: Paul is imprisoned in Rome, facing death. This is his final letter.
Purpose: To encourage Timothy to stay strong in faith, preach the Word,
endure hardship, and hold fast to Scripture in the face of false teachers
and moral decline.

Chapter 3 Key Context:

Paul describes a time of moral and spiritual decay (v.1–5), warning about
deceivers and false teachings.
He urges Timothy to continue in the Scriptures he has known since
childhood (v.14–15), which are able to make one “wise for salvation.”
Verses 16–17 serve as Paul’s climax on the importance and sufficiency of
Scripture in equipping God’s people for truth and ministry. 3



Application Points for Bible Study:

1.Personal Devotion: Are you allowing Scripture to shape, correct, and
mature you?

2.Teaching & Ministry: How is your teaching grounded in the Word of God?
3.Spiritual Maturity: Are you fully relying on God’s Word to equip you for

your calling?
4.Discernment: In a time of increasing misinformation and false doctrine,

Scripture must remain your anchor.

The end result is a fully equipped, mature servant of God.

Hebrews 4:12
“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest
two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” (NLT)

“Alive and powerful”: God’s Word is active, dynamic, and effective.
“Sharper than a sword”: Penetrates deep into the soul—discerning motives
and thoughts.
Scripture doesn’t just inform; it transforms.

Key Concepts:
Divine Inspiration: The Bible originates from God, not man. It carries
divine authority and truth.
Spiritual Discernment: Scripture helps believers discern God’s will in daily
decisions and spiritual battles.
Transformation: As believers engage with the Word, their hearts and
minds are renewed (Romans 12:2).
Equipping for Purpose: Scripture prepares us not only to live rightly but to
serve effectively in our God-given assignments.

Life Application:

1.Make time daily to engage with the Word—read, meditate, and study.
2.Use Scripture as your lens for decisions and relationships.
3.Allow the Word to convict, correct, and guide your thoughts and actions.
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Group Discussion Questions:

1.How has a specific Scripture recently revealed something new to you
about God or yourself?

2. In what ways can we make room for the Word to work in our daily lives
more effectively?

3.What is one area in your life where you need the Word to bring correction
or clarity?

Prayer Focus:

Lord, thank You for the gift of Your Word. Open our hearts to receive it with
reverence and readiness. Let it be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
May Your truth shape our thoughts, refine our character, and prepare us to do
every good work You’ve assigned to us. Amen.
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