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“The Words of the Wise: The Call of Wisdom”
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While many books of the Bible are filled with deep spiritual and theological
truths, the book of Proverbs is filled with practical and down-to-earth advice
for daily living. Brief, well-balanced, poetic, salty, and often humorous, the
Proverbs are universal, are easy to memorize, and make their points well,
sometimes even more efficiently than do eloquent speeches and rigorous
argumentation.

For instance: “Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise”
(Prov. 6:6, NKJV). Or: “It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a
contentious and an angry woman” (Prov. 21:19). Or: “If your enemy is hungry,
give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink. In doing this, you
will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you” (Prov.
25:21-22, NIV). Who is going to forget images like that?

The book of Proverbs is a witness to the wisdom that had been accumulated
over generations.

What Is the Importance of Getting Wisdom?

Let's begin by asking why is it so important? We have already seen that all
men seek happiness, and that this is not bad but good. Now the reason that
getting wisdom is important is that it is the practical knowledge by which we
gain this true and lasting happiness. Proverbs 3:13 says, "Happy is the man
who finds wisdom and the man who gets understanding." Proverbs 24:13-14
says, "My son, eat honey, for it is good, and the drippings of the honeycomb
are sweet to your taste. Know that wisdom is such to your soul; if you find it,
there will be a future, and your hope will not be cut off." 2



In other words, by means of wisdom you can make your way into a hope-
filled future. It is the key to lasting happiness. Proverbs 19:8 says, "He who
gets wisdom loves himself." In other words, do yourself a favor: Get wisdom!
Get wisdom! Proverbs 8:32-36 sums it all up beautifully.

Here wisdom herself is speaking and she says, "And now, my sons, listen to
me: happy are those who keep my ways . .. Happy is the man who listens to
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. For he who finds
me finds life and obtains favor from the Lord; but he who misses me injures
himself; all who hate me love death." If we do not make it our aim to "get
wisdom," we will suffer injury and finally death. Therefore, the command,
"Get wisdom; get insight," is very important. As Proverbs 16:16 puts it, "To get
wisdom is better than gold; to get understanding is to be chosen rather than
silver." It is a matter of life and death. The ultimate, eternal happiness that
all people long for will only be found by those who first "get wisdom."

| say that ultimate and eternal happiness is what wisdom will bring, because
| want to emphasize that not all happiness comes from true wisdom. Proverbs
15:21 says, "Folly is a joy to him who has no sense."

Our thirst for happiness is insatiable in this world, and if we do not have the
wisdom to seek it in God, then we will find whatever substitutes we can in the
world. Terrorists may find it in shooting presidents and popes.

Executives may find it in climbing the corporate ladder. Athletes in breaking
world records. Scholars in publishing books. Gamblers may find it in Reno.
Musicians in selling a million records.

The sources where people seek happiness apart from God are countless:
drink, drugs, sex, suntans, television, tubing, eating, talking, walking, etc., etc.
But the happiness that these things bring is not true and lasting. It is not
ultimate and eternal. It is not the joy for which we were made. And,
therefore, it leaves us unsatisfied, frustrated, incomplete, knowing that there
must be something more. But that ultimate and eternal happiness that we
crave is only found by wisdom. Therefore it is supremely important that we
"get wisdom." 3



Solomon was not born a wise man. He prayed for wisdom and God said,
"Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or
riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding
to discern what is right, behold now | do according to your word" (1 Kings
3:11).

And Daniel admitted that in himself he had no wisdom (Daniel 2:30), but he
said, "To thee, O God of my fathers, | give thanks and praise, for thou hast
given me wisdom and strength, and hast made known to me what we asked
of thee" (2:23). And we have seen how Paul prayed that the churches might
be given "spiritual wisdom" (Colossians 1:9) and that they might have "a
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of God" (Ephesians 1:17).
And finally, James puts it as clearly as we could wish: "If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask God" (James 1:5). The wisdom that leads to true and
lasting happiness is not natural or inborn. It is supernatural. It is a gift of God.
Therefore, if we would "get wisdom," we must pray.

There is one last, absolutely essential thing to do if you would "get wisdom":
you must come to Jesus. He said to the people of his day, "The queen of the
south will arise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold
something greater than Solomon is here" (Matthew 12:42).

What an understatement. Greater than Solomon indeed! Solomon spoke
God's wisdom. Jesus is the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24, 30). Others
had spoken truth; he is the truth. Others had pointed the way to life; he is the
way and the life (John 14:6). Others had given promises, but "all the promises
of God find their yes in him" (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Others had offered God's forgiveness; Jesus bought it by his death.
Therefore, in him are "hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"
(Colossians 2:3). To know and love and follow this Jesus is to own the

treasure of ultimate and eternal happiness.
4



Therefore, the command, "Get wisdom," means first and foremost "Come to
Jesus! Come to Jesus!" in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom.

Read for This Week’s Study: Proverbs 1:1-3:35, Gen. 1:1, Exod. 19:16, Exod.
20:20, Prov. 11:30, Prov. 13:12, Prov. 15:4.

Memory Text: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but
fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7, NKJV).

June MBS Schedule

e 5th - “The Call of Wisdom”
AT HOME BIBLE STUDY

* 12th - “The Beginning of Wisdom” 4 e
RESUME IN PERSON MBS

e 19th - “True Education”
e 26th - “The Benefit of Wisdom”







