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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart  
and lean not to your own understanding.   

In all your ways, acknowledge Him,  
and He will direct your path.”  

 

                                     Proverbs 3:5-6 



Editor’s Message  
     

    September 1, 2025 
Greetings,  
  

   We greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior,  
Jesus Christ. 
 

   A church that does not have children, youth, or young 
adults is dying.  What could possibly be her future?   
 

   As we embark upon the celebration of John Wesley  
United Methodist Church’s 175th Anniversary in October 
2025, we are jubilant that we are not only surviving, but 
thriving, as evidenced by the children and youth who are 
engaged in our worship services; instructed in our Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, and Youth Conference 
(“Ignite”); involved in the Liturgical Dance Ministry; and 
active in Outreach activities (e.g.- “Friday Night Live” 
fundraisers for various churches).  
 

   Their parents and sponsors, mostly young adults who 
may or may not be members of the church, are present and 
supportive.  We consider all of them our church members, 
for they are our fellow members in Christ. 
 

   This September, as always, we welcome you to a new 
church year. Let us begin with a rested body, an alert mind,  
and a renewed spirit, ready to do the work of the church, as 
there is much work to be done. 
 

   We welcome our students to a new school year.  They 
include our children, youth, and adults, ranging from  
kindergarten to post-graduate school.  We are so proud  
of them! 

       
   To everyone, “Vaya Con Dios” (Go with God) on your 
path to church, school, and/or anywhere else.  “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own  
understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge Him, and He 
will direct your path.”  
      Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

 

 Happy New Year and Happy Anniversary!  

  

  

  

Editor 

Deborah Williams 

Linda Mouzon 

Maria Rawlings 

Terrance Watts 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 

November 5, 2025 or ASAP 

Quarterly Calendar  

 

September 2025 
 

Saturday, September 06, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 Annual Car Show 

 Ushers’ Flea Market 

 Rain Date - Saturday, September 13 

Sunday, September 07, 10:00 AM 

 Worship Service and Holy Communion 

Sunday, September, 14, 10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Sunday, September, 21, 10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Saturday, September 27, 4:00 - 8:00 PM 

 Choir’s Play, “The Glory Train” 

Sunday, September 28, 10:00 AM - Worship Service 

 Sunday School Resumes. 

 

October 2025 
 

Sunday, October 05, 10:00 AM 

 Worship Service and Holy Communion 

Saturday, October 11, 6:00 - 11:00 PM 

 175th Anniversary Gala 

Sunday, October 12, 10:00 AM - Worship Service  

Sunday,  October 19, 10:00 AM - Worship Service  

Sunday,  October 26, 10:00 AM - Worship Service  

 

November 2025 
 

Sunday, November 02, 10:00 AM   

 Worship Service and Holy Communion 

Sunday, November 09 - Worship Service 

 Veterans’ Celebration 

Saturday, November 15, 2:00  - 6:00 PM  

 Crab Feast   

Sunday, November 16, 10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Sunday, November 23, 10:00 AM - Worship Service 

Sunday, November 30, 10:00 AM - Worship Service 

 

Ongoing  Classes, Meetings and Practices 
 

Bible Study - Tuesdays - 7:00 PM (via ZOOM) 
 

Children’s Church School - 2nd and 4th Sundays 

10:00 AM 
 

Dance Rehearsal - Tuesdays - 6:00 PM 
 

Choir Rehearsal - Thursdays - 6:00 PM 
 

United Women in Faith’s Meeting 

1st Monday of the month (Zoom) - 7:00 PM 
 

United Methodist Men’s Meeting  

1st Monday of the month - 7:00 PM 

Staff 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Williams 
Editor 



A Message From 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Percell Moore, Pastor 

Dear Beloved John Wesley Family and Friends, 
    
   As we gather to reflect on 2025, I am filled with gratitude for the faithfulness and resilience of 
John Wesley United Methodist Church. This year has brought significant change across the  
United Methodist Church and within the Baltimore-Washington Conference. Amid restructuring 
and uncertainty, our congregation has remained anchored in Christ, united by hope and a vision  
for a thriving future.  

   The spirit of our church is strong, rooted in faith-based leadership and a commitment to serve. Together, we have  
navigated transition, leaned into our core values, and embraced new opportunities for ministry and outreach.  
 

   John Wesley United Methodist Church stands rooted in faith, trusting in the Lord to guide our footsteps in fruitful and 
spiritual ministry.  We embrace this new beginning with excitement and commitment, pressing forward in our call to 
servant leadership within our church, our community, and the world - our mission field ordained through Jesus Christ 
through the Great Commission. 
 

    

Ministry Growth and Evangelism  
 

   This year, John Wesley has witnessed remarkable growth in ministry and mission. We have expanded our outreach, 
welcomed new members, and deepened our commitment to sharing the love of Christ. Our worship services continue to 
inspire, and our evangelism efforts have reached neighbors both near and far.  
 

   We have strengthened our discipleship programs, supporting members at every stage of their faith journey. Through 
mentorship, prayer, and Bible study, we are nurturing spiritual growth and building lasting connections. For example:  
 

 Children, Youth, Young Adult, and Senior Ministries have flour ished with active par ticipation and spir itual 
        development. 

 We have provided clothing, food, and essential resources to the marginalized, homeless, and those in need - serving all  
        regardless of membership.  

 Our church doors remain open to the community, offering space for organizations, hosting celebration of life services, and  
        officiating marriage covenants for both members and non-members.  

 We have engaged in social action projects, advocating for justice and participating in national and local activism.  

 We,  in partnership with our cluster churches, awarded scholarships to college students pursuing higher education.  

 Our dance ministry, both youth and adult, continues to glorify God through monthly worship and outreach,  
       becoming a sought-after ministry across churches.  

 The Veterans Ministry hosted impactful programs and provided resources to veterans within and beyond our  
       congregation.  

 Women in Faith offered enr iching programs with humility and grace. 

 Our ushers and communion stewards served faithfully with poise and dedication.  

 The ministerial staff worked alongside the pastor in worship leadership, pastoral care, and church administration. 

 Our Music Ministry remains vibrant and spirit-filled. 

 Sunday School, Confirmation, and Vacation Bible School were well-attended and spiritually enriching.  

 Our youth participated in IGNITE (formerly ROCK), joining hundreds of others in Ocean City for a transformative 
       youth conference.  

 We hosted successful events including a Car Show, Crab Feast, Church Cruise and multiple acting guild productions for   
        both youth and adults.  

 Bible Study and Puppet Ministry continue to bless and enhance our  worship exper iences.   
 
 

Community Engagement and Outreach   

   Service remains at the heart of John Wesley’s mission. Our congregation has actively engaged the Glen Burnie  
community and beyond, responding to needs with compassion and generosity. We have provided food assistance,  
partnered with local shelters, and offered support to families in crisis.  
 

   Special outreach initiatives have brought comfort to the marginalized and hope to the overlooked. We continue to build 
bridges with schools, civic organizations, and other faith communities, working together for the common good.  



A Message From Pastor Moore (Continued) 

 
   Active and Diverse Ministries  
 
   The tapestry of our ministries reflects the diversity and vitality of our church. Our children’s ministry has flourished, 
nurturing young hearts and minds through Sunday school and special events. The youth ministry has offered a safe space 

for growth, leadership, and service - empowering the next generation. Adults and seniors have found community 
through Bible study, fellowship groups, and health and wellness programs. Our women’s ministry has led transformative 
events, fostering spiritual sisterhood. Veterans are honored and supported through dedicated outreach and recognition.  
 

   Creative ministries have enriched our worship and outreach. The music ministry inspires with joyful praise; our dance 
and drama teams bring the gospel to life. These expressions of faith unite us and invite others to join in God’s story.  
We are truly blessed. In summary:  
 

 Our Music Ministry remained vibrant, and spirit filled.  

 Our youth participated in IGNITE (formerly ROCK), joining hundreds of others in Ocean City for a transformative 
      youth conference.  

 We hosted successful events including a Car Show, Crab Feast, and multiple acting guild productions for  both 
       youth and adults.  
 
Social Action and Justice 
 

   John Wesley remains committed to social action and justice. This year, we have taken part in advocacy campaigns for 
racial equity, economic justice, and access to resources. Members have participated in local and national events,  
amplifying our voice for justice and compassion.  Through education, dialogue, and direct action, we seek to be a  
beacon of hope and a force for good in a divided world.  
 
Challenges and Needs 
 

   Like many congregations, we face challenges that test our resolve. Financial stewardship is an ongoing need, as we 
rely on the generosity of members and friends to sustain our ministries. Volunteer engagement is critical—especially as 
we seek to involve younger members and pass the torch to a new generation of leaders.  
   We are committed to transparent communication about our needs and to creating pathways for all to serve and give. 
That is why while we celebrate our accomplishments, we recognize the need for: 
  

 Increased financial giving to meet operational costs.  

 Greater volunteer engagement, especially from younger generations, to sustain and  
       expand our ministries.  
 

Gratitude and Vision for the Future 
 
   As your pastor, I am deeply grateful for the trust, prayers, and partnership of this congregation. Every act of service, 
every offering, and every moment of fellowship is a testament to God’s faithfulness in our midst.  

   I am optimistic about 2026 and beyond. With God’s guidance, we will continue to grow, adapt, and serve. Let us  
remain steadfast in our mission, open to the Spirit’s leading, and courageous in our love for one another and for our 
neighbors.  

   Thank you for your unwavering support, your dedication, and your faith. Together, we are John Wesley United  
Methodist Church - rooted in hope, united in love, and ready for the future God is calling us to build.   

 

      In Humble Grace,  

      The Reverend Dr. Kenneth Percell Moore  
      Sr. Pastor, John Wesley United Methodist Church, Glen Burnie  

 

 



Words cannot paint the beauty you carry! 
Your legacy that is respected by the universe,  
Your charisma, your presence in our lives, 

Your existence fills our homes with love and care. 
 

Your words that shaped homes and communities, 
Your years of greatness, raising men and women, 
With integrity that shines till today! 
Beautiful and magnificent souls you are!   
The wisdom you carry is amazing. 

   On May 31, 2025, we had a “Diamonds of Faith Celebration”, one of the events of our  
175th Anniversary year.  The Diamonds are our members aged 75 and older.  We celebrate  
our anniversary every five years, but we missed it in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

   The  Mistress of Ceremonies was Michele Jacobs, “The Beautiful One”, and the speaker was 
Rev. Iantha Brown, former pastor of Refuge Church Ministries II. 

Rev. Iantha Brown 

Diamonds  of  Faith  Celebration 

“Our Treasure” 

The seeds you planted through sharing, 
Wisdom and knowledge keep us strong! 

Amazing dreams and successful stories are  
Shaping our homes because you led the way. 
 
Thank you, Diamonds, for loving  
And shaping our lives, 
We are sending love and warmth, 
To all of you Diamonds, precious, 
And amazing citizens. 

 

Michael Matthews 

United Women in Faith’s 86th Anniversary 

   The United Women in Faith 
celebrated their 86th Anniver-
sary on Pentecost Sunday, June  
8, 2025. 
   

   Emma Krouser introduced 
guest speaker, Wendy Johnson, 
Certified Lay Minister of  
Eastern UMC, as being on fire 
for the Lord; and, indeed, she 
was!  Denise Payne gracefully 
danced to “I Will Sing for the 
Goodness of God”. 
 

   Michele Jacobs and Vicki 
Thornton were each presented 
with an award for their service. 



Bible Study 
   “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth.” - 2 Timothy 2:15  

   You are invited to attend the weekly Bible Study via 
Zoom on Tuesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 PM.  Each week in  
September, October, and November, we will focus on a 
given scripture and related scriptures. You will receive an  
e-mail with a reminder of the Zoom identification code 
us02web.zoom.us and password 142985 prior to the  
session.  Please see the following schedule:  
 
September 2025 
 

09/02/25 - The Humility of Christ - Phil. 2:1-8 
09/09/25 - Paul Gives Up All Things - Phil 3:1-7 
09/16/25 - I Am Apprehended by Jesus Christ -  
    Phil 3:12-16 
09/23/25 - Stand Fast - Phil. 4:1-6 
09/30/25 - Paul’s Thankfulness - Phil. 4:10-13 

October 2025 
 
10/07/25 - Jonah Tries to Flee - Jon. 1:1-5 
10/14/25 - Jonah Is Tossed into the Sea - Jon. 1:12-17 

10/21/25 -  Jonah Prays from the Belly of the Fish. - 
      Jon. 2:1-7 
10/28/25 -  Ninevah Repents - Jon. 3:1-10 
 
 

November 2025 
 
11/04/25 - Trials and Temptations - James 1:1-13 

11/11/25 - Christian Speaking - James 3:1-10 

11/18/25 - Obtaining Wisdom - James 3:13-18 

11/25/25 - Submission to God’s Will -  James 4:1-17 

 

A Prayer for the Church on Our 175th Anniversary 
 

 

To the Most High God, Our Heavenly Father, we humbly greet You. 
 

    How great is Thy name, how wonderful are Your works; how awesome is Your presence in our daily lives.  We so appreciate the 
gift of God, the Father, God, the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit, that abides in us all.  While there may be great material gifts and 
blessings You have bestowed upon us, there is none better than the knowledge that if we simply still ourselves, clear distracting 
thoughts, and inhale, we can feel the presence of the triune God, all three in one. 
  

   We thank you for the ultimate gift, the sacrifice of your only begotten Son, Jesus the Christ.  The fact is that through Him, our slate 
of sin has been wiped clean.  Lord, we thank You for that.  We thank You for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, which becomes more 
of a comfort as we spiritually mature. 
  

   As being part of the Body of Christ, we, the members of John Wesley United Methodist Church of Glen Burnie, want to thank  
You for the joys and travails of the summer: visiting friends and family, adventures on vacation, just taking time out for ourselves.   
Father, while we make the effort to give you the time, honor and praise You deserve, we would only ask for Your continued grace 
and forgiveness when we fall short.   
 

   Lord, thank You for the hedge of protection that You have placed around us, Your angels that keep us from hidden danger.  Lord, 
we thank You for our health and strength, the promise that You would never leave us nor forsake us.  We thank You for having out-
stretched arms, welcoming us home, and bringing our wayward children home. 

  

   Now, Lord, summer is gone, and it’s planting season.  We are fully back in your house of worship and pray to continue to grow in 
spirit and truth.  Father, we ask that You continue to bless the shepherd of this house, Rev. Dr. Kenneth P Moore.  You have given us 
a loving pastor who is humble and steadfast in expressing his love for Jesus and not only for the members of the church, but for  
people in general.  Continue to anoint him so that he will, by his actions, show us how to walk with You. 

  

   We pray to continue to build on the loving spirit that is growing in and during our worship.  We thank You for the ministries that 
are blossoming and drawing others to You through Jesus.  We thank You for our youth who make up your beautiful garden, and for 
our sweet babies who coo loving sounds throughout worship. 

  

   Lord, we could go on and on with thanksgiving and praise for You have been so good to us individually and collectively.  “Keep 
us, oh Lord” is our prayer; help us be a light that others may see in a world filled with ugliness.  You are our hope.  You are the 
keeper of our souls.  Please guide us to become the type of church You want, where friends, foes, and strangers can come, feel safe, 
have refuge, and then join hands to serve and honor You. 
 

   In the name of Jesus, we give You all the praise, honor and glory.  Amen.                                                                                                                           

          John Thornton 



 

 

John Wesley United Methodist Church - Word Search   

Anniversary Ministries 

Children Newsletter 

Choir Pastor 

Dancers School 

Discipline Secretary 

Facebook Servants 

Greeters Ushers 

Hospitality Veterans 

Liturgist Website 

Members Youth 

I M N C X P S S M Z P G B U R 

E F B E A I R C Z T B R M N I 

Y R A S R E V I N N A E T E O 

P U T C B D S L U B B E S W H 

L O S M E R L D S F B T I S C 

R S E H E B W I E K L E G L Y 

K M Q C E L O O H C S R R E R 

B H N N D R H O G C B S U T A 

K A E K M F S H K Y M V T T T 

D Y T I L A T I P S O H I E E 

M I N I S T R I E S S U L R R 

W V D Y F W E B S I T E T J C 

W H I S N A R E T E V G O H E 

D I S C I P L I N E K J U C S 

B R T Z F J G S E R V A N T S 

Find these words in the puzzle.   
Words can be vertical, horizontal, 
or diagonal and can go upward or 
downward. Words can share  
letters as they cross over each. 
Have fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations!  

4th Quarter Honor Roll Students 

Abigail Abanukam 
Monarch Academy  
(Tina Ekemam’s daughter) 
 

Laila Alexander 
Chesapeake M.S. 

(Sponsor - Audrea Matthews) 
 

Amira Barbour 
Montebello E. S. 
(Alfred Williams’ daughter) 
 
Elijah Cieslik 
Glendale E.S. 
(Robert Woods’ grandson) 

Jimmy Dodson 
George Cromwell E.S. 
(Donny Williams’ nephew) 
  

Briella Emedoh 
McArthur M.S. 

Christine Emedoh 
MacArthur M.S. 
Keeon Emedoh 
Overlook E.S.. 
(Mabel May Emedoh’s  
children) 
 

Jacobi Jones 
Lindale M.S. 
Jeremiah Jones 
North County H.S. 

Zaina Jones 
Hilltop E.S. 
Damir Toppins 
Corkran  M.S. 

Nayah Wooten 
Glen Burnie H.S. 
(Sandra Jones’ grandchildren) 

Grace Matthews 
Calvary Baptist Church  
Academy 
(Michael Matthews’  
daughter and  
Audrea Matthews’  
granddaughter ) 
 
Khari Mouzon 
Old Mill Middle School -
South  
(Linda Mouzon’s  
granddaughter) 
 

Landon Robinson 
Glenarden Woods E.S. 
(Vita Robinson’s  
grandson)  
 

Cameron Stevens 
Lindale M.S. 
(Sponsor - Audrea Matthews) 
 

Hendrix Thiaw 
Oakwood E.S. 
Yvonne Thomas’ grandson 
 

 

Noah Wilson 
Northwest Academy 
(Rene Newman-Price’s  
grandson and Evelyn Price’s  
great- grandson) 
 



 

Congratulations, 2025 Graduates 

    Morgan Jacobs earned a Master’s Degree in Applied Positive Psychology from the  

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine on May 22, 2025. 

   Morgan will use the degree to grow a business that promotes sustainable wellness routines and 

healthy behaviors that enable working women to thrive and flourish. 

 Morgan is the daughter of Michele, “The Beautiful One” and Curtis Jacobs, Sr. 

   Kaylee Marie Brown, granddaughter of Steven and Lynn Smothers, graduated from 

North County High School on June 03, 2025.  She achieved a 4.0 GPA.  
 

   While in high school, she pursued culinary and graphic design at the Center of Applied  
Technology . 
 

   Kaylee is currently enrolled in the Veterinary Technician Program at Penn Foster Veterinary  
College in order to become a certified, registered Veterinary Technician.  Her ultimate goal is to 
own and operate an animal shelter/sanctuary. 

    Rochelle Jones earned an Associate  of Arts (A.A.) Degree in Early Childhood Education 

from Anne Arundel Community College on May 22, 2025.  She achieved a 4.0 GPA. 
 

   Rochelle plans to get a Bachelor’s Degree and eventually own and operate a daycare center, 

serving low-income families. 
 

   Rochelle is the daughter of Diana Jones and the sister of Ronda Walker. 

   Jeryco Sheppard, son of Rika Evans, graduated from Dundalk High School on June 05, 

2025. 
 

   Jeryco won many medals for track and field and proudly displays them on graduation day. 

   “Riko” will attend college.  He is undecided about plans for the future. 

 

   Amaya Morales, daughter of Claudine and Jose' Morales, graduated from Old Mill High 

School on June 04, 2025.  She achieved a 3.0 GPA. 
    

   She will attend Anne Arundel Community College where she will major in Paralegal Studies.  

Her goal, of course, is to become a paralegal. 

 

   Arnetta Dansbury, wife of Alfred Williams, was certified in both African-American 

Adult Mental Health and First Aid at Shepherd Pratt Hospital.   
 

   She is a gatekeeper in suicide prevention. 



   Talaysia Simmons,  
granddaughter of Linda 
Mouzon, graduated from 
Marley Elementary 
School. 
 

   She will attend Marley  
Middle School. 

   Elijah Ciejlik, grandson  
of Robert Woods,  
graduated from Glendale 
Elementary School with a 
3.5 GPA.  
 

   He will attend Marley 
Middle School.  

Graduates and Honor Roll Students: “Boots on the Ground”! 

   Jimmy Dodson, nephew  
of  Brandy Dodson and  
Donathan Williams,  
graduated from George 
Cromwell Elementary 
School with a 3.8 GPA. 
 

   He will attend Corkran  
Middle School. 

   Aiden Barbour, son of  
Alfred Williams, proudly 
holds his pre-kindergarten  
certificate from Montebello 
Elementary-Middle School.  
He has his “boots on the 
ground” and is raring to go. 

 

 

   We celebrated our graduates and honor roll students on Sunday, June 30, 2025.  Our very own 
Janice Jennings, a retired school teacher and current mentor of new teachers, was the guest 
speaker.  She warmed up the congregation by having us distinguish ourselves by generations 
(e.g. Baby Boomers, Generation X, etc.)  It was a fun activity.  Then she inspired the honorees 
by identifying several occupations beginning with each letter of the alphabet, informing them of 
so many choices.  She engaged the congregation by continuously eliciting the response, “Yes, 
they can!” Of course, she reminded the honorees to keep God first in their lives. 
   

P.S. - Congratulations to Christopher Hicks, a CUCC Scholarship recipient, who attends the  
University of Maryland, Eastern Shore (UMES). 



The House Across the Lake 
by Riley Sager 
 

   “Be careful what you ask for” is  
what Casey Fletcher should have 
warned herself.  She is a neurotic,  
alcoholic “Peeping Tom”, who spies  
on her new neighbors in the house 
across the lake.  Casey’s husband 
drowned in the lake several months 
ago, and now, the grief-stricken  
widow is drowning in misery and 
booze.  
  

   Casey befriends Katherine Royce, 
and it soon becomes apparent to Casey 
that Katherine, a former supermodel, 
and her husband Tom, a Tech Innova-
tor, are far from the perfect couple that 
they present themselves to be.  Through 
her binoculars, Casey frequently  
watches them in their five million  
dollar home, mostly made of glass.  
She sees them fighting, but soon loses 
sight of them. 
 

  Catherine disappears, and Casey  
suspects that Tom is the culprit.  
Despite police investigation, Casey 
takes matters into her own hands.  
What secrets does she discover that  
are as deep and dark as the lake itself?  
What is her fate as she ventures into  
the supernatural? 
 

   You will be enthralled with this  
psychological, supernatural  suspense. 
 
 

              Deborah Williams  

Book Reviews 

Oath and Honor 
by Liz Chaney 
 

   If you think you know all there is  
to know about the January 6, 2021,  
insurrection, think again. This  
gut-wrenching book by Mrs. Chaney 
provides an in-depth, behind-the-
scenes look at what happened, why  
it happened, who said what, and who 
caused it.  Her detailed description  
of that harrowing day and the days 
and months that followed, is a  
masterful account of the truth, as she 
sees it, for all the victims of that day, 
including the Capitol police officers, 
members of Congress, and others.   
 

   In a world where truth is “relative”, 
it's vitally important to set the record 
straight and provide a road map for 
future generations to look back and 
examine what happened.   
 

   It is a real life story of bravery,  
cowardice, greed, and evil.  It has 
been said, "Democracy is a  
wonderful thing, if you can keep it."   
We almost lost it that day. 
 

   Cheney's points are that every  
elected official, who takes an oath to  
defend the Constitution and the rule 
of law, must be honorable, and that 
we must do all that we can to ensure 
that tyranny, lies, and deception do 
not prevail.    
 

 

   Have you read any good books lately?  Can you suggest one for us to read?  Are you willing  
to write a review of one for the December newsletter?  If so, let us know. To arouse your  
interest, here are some books that we recommend: 

Emma Krouser 

PHD Candidate 

   Emma Krouser recently began pursuing her doctorate in Public Policy and Administration at 
Walden University. She chose this degree path to continue her advocacy for social justice. By 
working toward this degree, Emma links her educational goal with the work she does as a  
United Woman in Faith. She plans to work on a dissertation topic of how to dismantle the 
school-to-prison pipeline. Emma wants to challenge a system that is building prisons for 3rd  
and 4th graders who cannot read at grade level.  She wants to be a voice for those who feel  
disenfranchised and marginalized by the system that would rather criminalize Black and Brown 
youth, and those with disabilities, than provide them with the tools they need to succeed and be 
productive citizens. Emma asks for your prayers on her doctoral journey.   

Emma Krouser, A Lifelong Learner 

The River Is Waiting 

   By Wally Lamb 
 

   Corby Ledbetter is a husband and 
the father of two-year-old twins, a 
girl and a boy.  His wife is a teacher, 
and he is an accomplished artist.   
He  is laid off from his job and stays 
at home with the children.  He is  
supposedly looking for a job, but he 
isn’t.  Instead, he is drinking and 
drugging at home.  So, what could  
go wrong?  His entire life! 
 

   One day, as he intends to take his 
children to his mother in-law’s  
house, he straps his daughter into her 
car seat.  Then he is distracted by a 
neighbor with whom he engages in 
conversation.  He forgets his son, 
leaves him in the driveway, and runs 
over and kills him.   
 

   This tragic event changes the  
trajectory of his life and sends him 
into a tailspin.  What happens to 
him?  What happens to his family?  
Can he be forgiven?  Can he forgive 
himself?  Can he turn his life around? 
 

   You will need to read this amazing 
story of loss, redemption, and  
forgiveness to find out. 
 

    
 
    

 

 

Gloria Thigpen 
Friend of JWUMC 

Margie Johnson 
Friend of JWUMC 

  



 

 
 

 

   From June 23-27,  youth of all 
ages attended the John Wesley 
UMC Vacation Bible School.  
They were engaged in  Bible  
lessons, games, and arts and 
crafts.  They also had dinner  
every evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it."  
 
      Proverbs 22:6  

"And these words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise."  
 
             Deuteronomy 6:6-7  



    

 

 

 

      

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Bible Quiz:  Children of the Bible 

  

 1.  H - Joash;    2.  D - Jacob;    3.  L - Ichabod;    4.  A -  Joash;   

 5.  I– Reuben;    6.  F - Samuel;   7.  B - Moses;      8.  J - Manasseh;   

 9.  C - Joseph;   10.  E - Solomon;   11.  G - Mephibosheth;   12.  Esau 

_____  1.  This boy was 12 years old when his parents lost track 
                 of him in Jerusalem. - Luke 2:42 - 3:1 
 
_____ 2.  This man put his least favorite wife and children ahead 
                of his favorite wife and children when going to meet a 
                possible adversary. - Gen.33:1-2 
 
_____ 3.  This child was born as his mother heard news of his 
                father’s death. -  1 Sam. 4:21 
 
_____ 4.  This king was seven years old when he began to reign. 
                2 Kings 11:21 
 
_____ 5.  This child found a mandrake and brought it to his  
                mother. - Gen. 30:14 
 

_____  6.  This boy's mother brought him a little coat each year. 
                  1 Sam. 2:19-21   
 
_____  7.  This child was hidden at the edge of a river to avoid 
                 being killed. - Ex 2-3 
 
_____  8.  This king was 12 years old when he began to reign.  
      2 Kings 21:1 
 
_____  9.  This young man was 17 when he was sold into slavery. 
      Gen. 37: 2,27 
 

_____  10. This king threatened to cut a child in half.  
                  1 Kings 3:25 
 

_____ 11. This child’s nurse dropped him and crippled him 
                 for life. - 2 Sam. 4:4 
 
_____ 12. This child fought his brother, even before he was born. 
                  Gen. 25:22-25 

Matching  

You may read the scriptures in parentheses to find and/or verify your answers to this matching quiz.  The answer 

key is at the bottom of the page, but please try not to peek at it before you finish.  

A. Joash 

B. Moses 

C. Joseph 

D. Jacob 

E. Solomon 

F. Samuel 

G. Mephibosheth 

H. Jesus 

I. Reuben 

J. Manasseh 

K. Esau 

L. Ichabod 


