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Editor’s Message

September 1, 2026
Greetings,

We greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

Welcome back to a new school term and a new church
year. We hope that you have had a good summer of
pleasurable activities, rest, serenity, and restoration so that
you are ready, willing, and able to meet the tasks and
challenges ahead.

In keeping with our 175th Anniversary theme in 2025,
”The Path to Restoration”, the church is in the midst of
physical restorations - capital improvements. As with
previous generations, we are committed to restoring our
church building and growing our church family.

We recognize that the church is not just the building;
we, the people, are the church with a vision to be and
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world and a mission to be a beacon of love and hope
for the community by spreading the Word of Jesus Christ.
We are known as “the church where hearts are strangely
warmed, and everybody is somebody”. Like our
predecessors, we strive to keep God first in all that we do
and to love one another as God loves us. For the Church is
the Body of Christ, where “there may be no division in the
body, but that the members may have the same care for
one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together” -

1 Corinthians 12: 25-26.

The summer is over. Let’s get to work. There is much
to do to restore and preserve our church. We want the
doors to remain open and welcoming. As God says,
“For now, I have chosen and sanctified this house, that
My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My
heart will be there perpetually” - 2 Chronicles 7:36.

Students, as you go back to school, go with God (vaya
con Dios). Strive to do your best. Have a great year!

Sincerely,

Doborah, Wlliams
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Quarterly Calendar

September 2026

Sunday, September 06, 10:00 AM
Worship Service and Holy Communion

Sunday, September 13, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Sunday, September 20, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Saturday, September 26, 4:00 - 8:00 PM

Gospel Comedy Cafe'

Sunday, September 27, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Women of Wesley Day

October 2026

Sunday, October 04, 10:00 AM

Worship Service and Holy Communion
Sunday, October 11, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Sunday, October 18, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Sunday, October 25, 10:00 AM - Worship Service

November 2026

Sunday, November 01, 10:00 AM

Worship Service and Holy Communion
Sunday, November 08, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Sunday, November 15, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Sunday, November 22, 10:00 AM - Worship Service
Sunday, November 29, 10:00 AM - Worship Service

Ongoing Classes, Meetings and Practices

Bible Study - Tuesdays - 7:00 PM (via ZOOM)

Children’s Church School - 2nd and 4th Sundays
10:00 AM
Dance Rehearsal - Tuesdays - 6:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal - Thursdays - 6:00 PM

United Women in Faith’s Meeting - 1st Monday of the
month (Zoom) - 7:00 PM

United Methodist Men’s Meeting - 1st Monday of the
month (Zoom) - 7:00 PM



A Message from
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Percell Moore, Pastor

Dear Beloved John Wesley United Methodist Church Family,

As we have departed the warm days of summer, rest, relaxation and vacation, we transition
into a season revived, refreshed and renewed to continue in fruitful ministry. Transitioning
into a new season of ministry, I would like each of you to contemplate our mandate to be
good Christian stewards. Each Sunday, the worship leader states before the collection,
"Stewardship, stewardship, stewardship!!!" While the phrase always brings smiles, laughter
and anticipation, it has a much deeper meaning and implication. It reminds us of our identity
and purpose as children of God through Jesus Christ.

Good Christian stewardship is a core principle in the faith, rooted in the belief that everything we have (time, talents,
finances, and the environment) belongs to God and is entrusted to us for His glory and the good of others. The Bible
teaches that God is the ultimate owner of all creation (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 24:1). As stewards, we are called to manage
these gifts wisely, faithfully, and lovingly. The parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) shows that faithful use of
God’s resources leads to greater responsibility and reward and suggests the following:

Honoring and Worshiping God — Stewardship is an act of worship, reflecting gratitude and trust in God’s
provision;

¢ Serving Others — Generosity with time, talent, and treasure blesses the community and embodies Christ’s
love (1 Peter 4:10);

¢ Promoting Justice and Compassion — Stewards share resources to address needs, support the
marginalized, and advance God’s mission;

e Protecting Creation — Environmental stewardship means caring for God’s creation through sustainable living,
conservation, and respect for all life;

¢ Fostering Spiritual Growth — Practicing stewardship deepens our relationship with God, cultivates
humility, and aligns our lives with His purposes;

¢ Building the Kingdom — Investing in ministries, missions, and community projects and supports God’s
redemptive work in the world.

In short, being a good Christian steward is not just about giving money; it’s about living a life of faithfulness,
generosity, and responsibility that honors God and transforms the world for His Kingdom. I hope this will give you a
better understanding of who we are and how we can be more effective stewards who care for the assets that God has
given us as tools for fruitful ministry!

In humble grace,

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Percell Moore, Sr. Pastor, Lady Tonica & Noelle



Bible Study

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth” - 2 Timothy 2:15.

You are invited to attend the weekly Bible Study via October 2026
Zoom on Tuesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 PM. Each _week in 10/06/2026 - Esther Is Chosen Queen - Esther 2:2-9
September, October, and November, we will focusona (/132026 - Haman Plots Against Jews - Esther 3:8-15

given scripture and r_elat;d seriptures. Each Tuesday, you 10/20/2026 - Esther’s Banquet and Request - Esther 5:1-8
will receive an e-mail with a reminder of the Zoom

identification code us02web.zoom.us and password 10/277/2026 - Honor Turned to Mordecai - Esther 6:2-12
142985 prior to the session. Please see the following
schedule: November 2026

11/03/2026 - The Holy Life - 1 Peter 1:13-23

September 2026 _ _ 11/10/2026 - Christ and Suffering - 1 Peter 3:8-18
09/01/26 - JOhrll the Baptist and Christ - Mark 1:1-8 11/17/2026 - Christians Leaders and Conduct- 1 Peter 5:1-7
09/08/26 - Christ Calms the Sea - Mark 4:35-41 11/24/2026 - Closings/Greetings - 1 Peter 5:8-14

09/15/26 - The Twelve Sent forth - Mark 6:7-13

09/22/26 - The Kingdom of God - Mark 10:15-25
09/29/26 - The Passover- Mark 14:1-10

Ushers’ Anniversary

We celebrated the Ushers’ Anniversary on May 17, 2026. Usher Diane Jones was the
speaker, who based her sermon on the theme, “Standing Firm in the House of the Lord.”
She talked about dedication, service, and commitment in ushering, a ministry of hospitality
wherein ushers are called to face challenges, be dependable and anchored in faith, welcome
everyone, set the tone for worship, and create an atmosphere of love. She referenced,
among many scriptures, Psalm 84:19, “For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wicked-
ness”, and Psalm 100:2, “Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with
singing”.

"

Light refreshments were served after the worship service. We thank our ushers for their
dedicated service to our church community.




QUpnited Women in Fedith s 87t Bnrivensary

Theme: “I Am With You Always.”
Scripture: Matthew 28:20
Guest Speaker: CLM Ronnette Cook

The United Women in
Faith celebrated their 87th
Anniversary on Sunday,
June 14, 2026. Certified

CLM Ronnette Cook
Guest Speaker

Lay Minister (CLM) “Teaching them to observe all
Ronnette Cook from The things that [ have commanded
Journey of Faith UMC in you: and lo, I am with you

Waldorf, MD, was the
guest speaker. She recalled
the story of Abram (later
Abraham), Sarai (later
Sarah), and Hagar, Sarai’s
servant who bore Abram’s
child at Sarai’s request.
Eventually, Hagar was
thrown out into the wilder-
ness and felt worthless. In

always, even to the end of the
age - Matthew 28:20.
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her despair, God provided ARSI AR

comfort and guidance, and ~ Seloist ChristinaJones  gqoist Lamont Wright
she acknowledged Him as ~ “Tis So Sweet to Trust “I Need Thee”
“The God who sees me”. in Jesus”

Hagar's experiences =
illustrate God's compassion :-' ‘:j i

extending to all, regardless J )
of their status or circum- \\‘ ‘
stances.

Lay Minister Cook

reminded us that God sees
us and is always with us.

Rika Evans Earns Bachelor’s Degree

)
2

K When God says, “I got you”, believe Him! That is exactly what I did, and it is
" %4 what led me to this point. When you feel a calling on your life, you are driven by
faith that God will help you complete the steps that you need to get where He needs you to be.

| | was that person who always said, “I hate school”, or “I will never go to college”. A little after

| high school, I rededicated myself to God and wanted His guidance. At the time, I did not know
what that fully entailed or the plans that He had for me. A couple of years after that, I found myself
enrolling in college. Because I knew that I had an end goal, which was to gain as much knowledge as I could to work
with youth, I went through the classes little by little.

With starting a family and working full time, I could only take classes here and there. I would take time off from
school when needed, and when the opportunity presented itself to get back to it, that is what I did. It is easy to stay
persistent when you can see God’s vision. That is what kept me through the long nights and missed events due to
assignment deadlines. I am grateful to God for His faithfulness and am excited for where He is leading me! I graduated
from Liberty University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Human Services.




Goncerts and’ t;zfium &carfmja

/ On May 9, our Choir Director, David Griffiths, performed in a live
. concert and album recording of “Life Review: The Hospice Musical”
at the Arellano Theater, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. The
play is about life, memory, and moments we carry into the end. Mr.
Griffiths was one of four deceased characters who reflected on his
life through song.

Benjamin Kintisch, AKA “Rabbi David”, is the creator, lyricist,
playwright, and lead performer. He was inspired by his real-life
. experiences as a beginner hospice chaplain over ten years ago,
has worked on the project ever since, and has finally brought the

David Griffiths characters back to life from “death!”

Joyce Howard, a member of the JWUMC choir, recently joined the inter-denominational “Brett Lane and the
Celebration Choir” that recorded an album on February 24. On May 31, the choir performed in a live concert at the
Pathway Church of God in Brooklyn, MD. Upon arrival, each attendee received a sample CD consisting of five original
selections, each composed by a choir member. The choir is a servant-focused music ministry that strives to bring glory
to the Kingdom of God, unify singers and musicians, and serve the community.

BH4L

Over 20 years ago, what started as an interest in developing a clothing
line depicting Black History, Charles McNeal, Deborah Williams’
brother, produced, had patented, and marketed Black History for Life
(BHA4L) clothing.

ITORYALIFE

2005

For Him &

Because his job required him to travel a lot, he had to table his project,
but now that he is retired, he’s back!

The logo is illustrated on the front of the caps, T-shirts, sweatshirts,
and hoodies. A snapshot of an era in Black History is on the back.
The lines of clothing tell the story of Black History in America.
The back of one line says, “August 1619, 15 months before the
Maytlower, 38 years before George Washington, a mystery ship landed
20 Blacks in Jamestown, VA, inaugurating the history of African-
Americans, opening a new chapter in human history”.

Product advertisements are on www.blackhistory4life.com and on
Facebook and Instagram.



Cedar-Morris Hill Community Day

The Cedar-Morris Hill Community Day was
celebrated on Saturday, June 13. It started with
several politicians meeting with the community.
Then there was a parade of 3 marching bands:
The Baltimore Twilighters, The Marching Elite,
and Diamonds of Heritage at Severn. There
were several food trucks, free snowballs and
popcorn, inside and outside activities, baked
goods, potted flowers, and arts & crafts. Little
kids enjoyed the Bounce Castle.

Many members of John Wesley UMC

live in, lived in, and/or grew up in the &

Cedar-Morris Hill community.
ol e iy
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Historically Black. Communities in Anne Arundel County, MD

A. Founded in 1845, when James Spencer, a freeborn black farmer and entrepreneur,
purchased an initial 56 acre tract of land

B. Prominent waterfront community near Annapolis; founded in 1893 by Major Charles

Remond Douglass, son of Frederick Douglass, after he was denied service at a

whites-only resort

Match the community

withiits desoription. C. Located along Whiskey Bottom Road north of Laurel, Maryland, in Anne Arundel
County, and formed in 1860 when the Dorsey family freed Maria Bacon, an enslaved
1. Cedar-Morris Hill woman, and deeded 30 acres of property to her.
D. Founded in the early 1900s by the Queen and Gaither families, who were originally
2. Freetown enslaved at the White Marsh plantation in Bowie, MD
E. Established as a suburban residential subdivision primarily between the late 1930s and
3. Queenstown post-World War II housing booms, when returning veterans and expanding industry led
- to rapid development in Northern Anne Arundel County
4. Pumphrey F. Originally owned by Quakers, the area was gradually sold off after the Civil War and

became one of the first established enclaves for free Black families and emancipated
slaves in Anne Arundel County. This community has the dubious distinction of being

9. Itk e in Anne Arundel County but having a Baltimore City zip code.

6. Bacontown 39 ‘g°C b ‘A€ VT AT




Celebration of Craduates and Honor Roll Students

On Sunday, June 21, the first day of summer
and Father’s Day, Lay Leader Michele
Jacobs, “The Beautiful One”, brought the
Word, ‘Trust God’s Word for Your Next
Step”. She cited Jer. 29:11, “I know the plans
I have for you, says the Lord, plans of peace
and not of evil, to give you a future and a
hope.” She reminded us that God knows our
story from the time that we were in the womb,
in the present, and in the future; He is always
with us, especially through our storms.

. s Abigail Abanukam Laila Alexander Nicholas Bedell and Noah Bedell
‘The children presented a liather. s Day gfing to North going to going to
tribute of most-often Father’s sayings that County H.S.  Chesapeake H.S. St. Mary’s H.S.
Annapolis

brought knowing laughs from the audience.

The choir presented the pastor with several
Father’s Day gifts, including a banner
expressing appreciation.

i ¥ 0t - ¥ 1 '
Briella Emedoh Sonny Evans Haily Holt Gr&}ce Matthews
going to will be going to North going to North
Lindale MLS. home-schooled County H.S. County H.S.

.

Elijah Mooney
kindergarten

Ebube Uzodinma

graduate Cameron Stevens ) Brookl
Tyler Heights going to North gom}g) “’k I\TIO(S) yn
E.S. County H.S. ark VLS.



Congratulations!
4th Quarter Honor Roll Students

Briella Emedoh

Overlook E.S.

K‘:eeero(iloEm edoh Grace Matthews

Overlook E.S Annapolis Area Christian School

Christine Eine doh (Michael Matthews’ daughter and
. Audrea Matthews’ granddaughter)

Lindale M.S.

(Mabel May Emedoh’s children) Cameron Stevens

Lindale M.S.

Abigail Abanukam Haydyn Harper
Mon%rch Academy Cromwell E.S. (Sponsor - Audrea Matthews)
(Tina Ekemam’s daughter) Jacobi Jones Hendrix Thiaw
: Lindale M.S. Oakwood E.S.
Laila Alexander Jeremiah Jones (Yvonne Thomas’ grandson)
Chesapeake M.S. North County H.S.
(Sponsor- Audrea Matthews) Zaina Jones Chierika Uzodinma
) Hilltop E.S. Park E.S.
Nicholas Bedell Damir Toppins (Chidinma and Jackson Uzodinma’s
Lindale M.S. Corkran M.S. daughter and Priscilla Nwankpa’s
Noah Bedell Nayah Wooten granddaughter)
Lindale M.S. Glen Burnie H.S.
(Rosalind Ekemam’s sons) (Sandra Jones’ grandchildren) Noah Wilson
. Polytechnic H.S.
Elijah Ciejlik Michael Lowman (Rene Newman-Price’s grandson
Marley Middle School George Cromwell E.S. and Evelyn Price’s great-grandson)
(Robert Woods’grandson) (Brooke Lowman’s son and
Robin Chester’s grandson)
We held Vacation Bible
School (VBS) from June VACATIO IBLE SCHOOL “I am the Light of the world.
22-26. Participants enioved . Anyone who follows Me will
P ey Illumination Station nev}:er walk in darkness, but will

stories, games, arts and :
crafts, music, laughter, and Shining God’s Light E da
dinner. There were 20 ¢ veryday
students in the program.

have the light of life”” - John 8:12.

)
!
.

“Train up a child in the way he should
go; and when he is old, he will not
depart from it” - Proverbs 22:6.



Howard University Legacy Graduate

| Tam proud to share that I recently graduated from Howard University with a Bachelor of
Business Administration Degree in Finance. As a legacy graduate, following in the foot-

| steps of my mother, Class of 2002, this achievement holds special meaning for me and my

family. During my time at Howard, I had the privilege of competing as a student-athlete

| while also building lifelong relationships and developing both personally and professionally.

The experience has shaped my discipline, leadership, and commitment to excellence.

Shortly after graduation, I successfully passed the SAFE MLO Exam and became a
licensed Mortgage Loan Officer. I am currently licensed in eight states and eager to begin
my career in the mortgage industry, where I look forward to continued growth and making a
meaningful impact. I am deeply grateful for all that God has done in this season of my life,
a4 and I am excited for the opportunities and purpose that lie ahead.

Welcome Back, EJ ucators

In September, we often welcome students back to school, but we sometimes forget to welcome the educators who
serve them. School teachers and administrators are important and deserve to be acknowledged for their dedication,
reliability, integrity, hard work, skills, endurance, perseverance, and compassion. The school is a microcosm of society
where the educator is faced with every good and bad thing imaginable. The educator is expected to wear many hats:
teacher, counselor, social worker, mentor, facilitator, mediator, and whatever else the situation demands. Hats off to
you, educators, as you return to school! Wear your hats well.

A member of our church asked me for an article about myself. I, Deborah Williams, thought about it for a while
but hadn’t decided. As I was clearing out drawers of old papers, I discovered a letter. After some consideration,
I decided that the best accolade for me is from someone whom I had served. Here is the letter that a student presented
to me twenty years ago, when she was a tenth grader. She graduated in 2008, the year that I retired from the Baltimore
City Public School System after 35 years. I had been her grade-level administrator throughout her high school years.
I wish that I could find and hug her.

December 5, 2006

Dear Ms. Williams,

Throughout my few years at Dunbar High, a lot of things have occurred in my life. While going through all the
obstacles that have been thrown my way, you have been right there, always trying to find a way to better the situation
and always so concerned. For that [ would like to say “Thank you”, not only to you, but to Mr. Shaw, Mrs. Racquel
Smith, Mrs. Dunston, and all the other administrators and staff who have been with me through the ups and downs.
Even being as young as I am, I know there aren’t a lot of teachers and administrators who really care about the well-
being of the children at the school, but I am grateful for the ones at Dunbar who really care.

But that is not why I am writing this letter. I am writing to tell you how much I would like to apologize to you. I
know that many times I am goofy and play a lot, and I would like to apologize for that. I also know that many times
when [ am told to do things, I have to be told more than once to do them, and for that, I apologize. Many times, I talk
back and say things that I shouldn’t say out of my mouth, and for that, I truly apologize. Overall, Ms. Williams, I have
been being very disrespectful lately, and I would really like to apologize. Please don’t stop showing that you care
because even though you may think it is going unnoticed, it isn’t. I really appreciate your concern.

Sincerely,

A



Book Reviews

y Have you read any good books lately? Can you suggest one for us? Are you willing to write
areview of it for the December newsletter? If so, let us know. To arouse your interest, here are
two books that we recommend for your reading pleasure:

Legacy: Portrait of an Ancestor
by Edward Bruce Bynum et al.

Have you ever been fascinated by the revelations in Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s television show, “Finding Your Roots,”
which explores each guest’s lineage? Have you ever considered researching your family history and thought, ‘Maybe
one day’? Well, our very own Anthony Bynum and his family traced and wrote about their family history in
Legacy: Portrait of an Ancestor.

The Bynum family story opens with the burial of E.B. Bynum, Anthony Bynum’s father. E.B. was the great-grandson
of Ashly Bynum, who was born a slave in 1842. His marriage to Annika Bynum was recorded in the Pitt County, North
Carolina, register in 1880 when he was 38, and his wife was 36. Ashly and Anika Bynum had four sons: Snas, Eddie,
Agrippa, and Festus. The book focuses on Agrippa’s line of descendants. Agrippa migrated from Pitt County, North
Carolina, to Drew County, Arkansas, where his son, Ashley Bynum, was born. Ashley and his wife, Lillie Mae Cobb
Bynum, had a son, E.B., and a daughter, Irma Lee.

As an Air Force sergeant, E.B. Bynum moved his family to Grenier Air Force Base in New Hampshire. Later, they
settled in Goffstown, New Hampshire. E.B. was a “Renaissance Man”: a retired military sergeant, entrepreneur, civic
activist, politician, member of social organizations, and family man. He instilled in his children the importance of
education. All are professionals who share stories, paying tribute to their father, in this historical memoir where
individuals come to life through vivid descriptions, informative interviews, and interesting stories. Reading this book
made me understand why the Bynum siblings felt compelled to recount their rich family history.

Deborah Williams

Fope Rises
by David Baldacci

In Hope Rises, a follow up to Nash Falls, the author delivers a globe-trotting, action thriller that seamlessly transitions
from a gripping character study to a high-stakes revenge tale. To avenge his daughter’s death, Walter Nash, now living
under the alias, Dillon Hope, and working as an informant for the FBI, infiltrates a lethal, global, criminal empire,
headed by Victoria Steers. To succeed, Hope must rely on every ounce of his new, hard-earned skills to prove himself
an ally to Steers.

The novel moves at a blistering pace, taking readers from Hong Kong to a secret prison in Myanmar. The intense
twists and turns will keep the reader second-guessing until the end. The plot serves as a haunting exploration of how far
a good person will go when he has nothing left to lose.

David Baldacci is an award-winning global #1 bestselling author of suspense novels and legal thrillers. It’s imperative
that you read Nash Falls before Hope Rises.

Addie Liles

“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The man who never reads lives only one.”

. - George R.R Martin
READING =

"The man who does not read has no advantage over the man who cannot read."
Mark Twain

"You think your pain and your heartbreak are unprecedented in the history of the world, but then you read.”
James Baldwin



Bible Quiz: Brothers and Sisters

In the Bible, sibling relationships range from bitter rivalries that reflect human brokenness to powerful examples
of unity, leadership, and unconditional love. In this quiz, see if you recognize the siblings and their circumstances.
If you do not know an answer, you may use the Biblical reference in parentheses to assist you. Then check the answer
key to confirm your answer.

1.Whom did Joab and Abishai murder to avenge the death of their brother Asahel who was run through
with a spear? (2 Sam. 3:30)

a. Ishbosheth b. Abner c. Micah d. Meshullam
2. What happened to Job's sons and daughters while they were feasting in their oldest brother's house?
(Job 1:18-19)
a. An earthquake swallowed the house. b. The house caught fire around them.
c. A great wind blew the house down upon them. d. A great flood swept them away.
3. Who was cursed to be a servant of servants to his brothers? (Gen. 9:22-25)
a. Peleg b. Eber c. Terah d. Canaan

4. Who were the sisters of Lazarus, the man who was raised from the dead? (John 11:1-3)
a. Lydia and Dorcas b. Mary and Martha c. Priscilla and Aquilla
d. Lois and Tabitha
5. What two men killed Hamor and his son Shechem because he took advantage of their sister Dinah? (Gen. 34:25-27)
a. Dan and Asher b. Issachar and Naphtali c. Judah and Zebulun
d. Simeon and Levi
6. Where was Isaac's half-brother Ishmael when his mother received a promise from God that he would
become a great nation? (Gen. 21:14,17-19)
a. Wilderness of Beersheba b. Kish c. Gerar d. Mount Sinai

7. Who was the sister of Aaron and Moses? (Num. 26:59)
a. Zerulah b. Tamar c. Miriam d. Abigail

8. Which of Solomon’s brothers rivaled him as heir to the throne? (1 Kings 1:17-18)
a. Hallohesh b. Adonijah c. Rehoboam d. Abijam

9. Which brothers were known as “The Sons of Thunder”? (Mark 3:17)

a. Simon and Andrew b. James and John c. Thomas and Thaddaeus
d. Matthew and Bartholomew

10. Who married his brother Phillip’s wife and was told it was not lawful? (Mark 6:17-18)

a. Herod b. Pilate c. Joseph of Arimathea d. Nicodemus
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