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About Us

Bangsawan is a Malay Operatic theatre that combines elements of music, dance,
drama on stage. What sets Bangsawan apart from the contemporary Malay theatre
is in its style. The lenggok, language of Bangsawan is melodious and stories told are
of courtly nature.

It is classified as a traditional performing art, and has been popular in Singapore
since the 1880s. At Opera Academy, Singapore’s first Bangsawan Academy, we strive
to ensure its relevance and upkeep its legacy through remaining contemporary.

Our team of Bangsawan practitioners and educators is dedicated to sharing the
magic of Bangsawan to your students, and inspiring them to forge a deeper
appreciation for a Malay performing art form they may not have heard of before.
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https://www.facebook.com/NationalHeritageBoardSG/videos/646806103164674/

Latest Project: Bangsawan 3@

Burung Bulbul at Kg
Admiralty during the Bulan
Bahasa celebrations.
September 2025.
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Opera Academy in the media.

Berita Harian | Isnin 3 November 2055
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Opera Academy in the media.
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Our Offerings
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Mobile Museums

Touring Informative Exhibits in English and Malay.

e Bangsawan Language & Legacy
e Bangsawan Costumery

e 5 Kings of Singapura

Sang Nila Utama

Sri Wikrama Wira
Sri Rana Wikrama
Paduka Sri Maharaja
Parameswara

e Tales from the Sulalatus Salatin (Malay Annals)
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Interactive Workshops

Conducted in English and Malay.

Introduction to Bangsawan Theatre
Introduction to Bangsawan Syair
Introduction to Dance for Bangsawan
Introduction to Silat for Bangsawan
Introduction to Bangsawan Scriptwriting
Introduction to Bangsawan Costumery

There are also advanced and intermediate levels for every workshop.
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Booth Activities

Fun & Educational Table Activities in English and Malay.

Bangsawan Script Reading

Bangsawan Syair Recitation

Bangsawan Costumery & Props Handling
Bangsawan Drama Games

Bangsawan Quizzes (Kahoot!)

Popular for Cultural Immersion programmes, Mother Tongue Fortnight,
Racial Harmony Day and even Post-Examination activities.
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Stage Shows

Opera . . . .
ety Performance in Malay with Surtitles in Preferred Language.

(English, Mandarin, Tamil, Korean, Japanese, etc.)

Bangsawan Sang Nila Utama

Bangsawan Sri Wikrama Wira

Bangsawan Burung Bulbul

Bangsawan Burung AiAi

Tales of the 5 Kings of Singapura

Tales from the Sulalatus Salatin (Malay Annals)
Hari Raya Special Show

CPEF Fund may be used for our performances.
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Learning Journeys

Learning Journeys are customised to Preferred Objectives.

Performance + Booths
Performance + Mobile Museums
Workshop + Performance
Workshop + Booths

Workshop + Mobile Museums
Booths + Mobile Museums

We partner with different venues and traditional performing art group
partners within and beyond the Malay Arts community.
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Interschool Bootcamps

We organise inter-school bootcamps to promote learning among
students across different schools.

Introduction to Bangsawan Acting
Introduction to Bangsawan Script Writing
Introduction to Syair Recitation
Introduction to Syair Writing

Introduction to Music in Bangsawan
Introduction to Dance in Bangsawan
Introduction to Silat in Bangsawan
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Workshops For Teachers

Conducted in English and Malay.

e Introduction to Script Reading for Bangsawan
e Introduction to Dance for Bangsawan

e Introduction to Silat for Bangsawan

e Introduction to Bangsawan Scriptwriting
e Introduction to Bangsawan Costumery

Conducted in Malay.

e Introduction to Syair for Bangsawan
e Techniques for Bangsawan on Air (Radio)
e Teaching Language through Bangsawan

Copyright Opera Academy Pte Ltd 2025



r

L
= e
)|

3

: =/

sl
Sl

Copyright Opera Academy Pte Ltd 2025



Opera
Academy

SINGAPORE:

Opera Academy in the Community

We extend our services into community and corporate partners too.

We deliver performances, booths activities, workshops, and our mobile museums to
suit the needs of the event. We have been in several Bulan Bahasa installations
across different Community Centres, Hari Raya celebrations, private dinner and
networking events, and even staff bonding events.

We are happy to partner with schools to provide cultural immersion experiences
when hosting international students to Singapore, especially since our Studio is
located right in the heart of Kampong Glam.
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Piala Bangsawan (4th installation)

Piala Bangsawan Singapura, or Singapore Bangsawan Cup,
Is a nationwide competition organised by Opera Academy.

Opera Academy

Through staging a short performance, students get to:

e |earn courtly language and etiquette
(adab & bahasa istana),

e hone their creativity, teamwork, and stagecraft skills,

e nurture their confidence in reading and speaking,

pelajar

e develop a deeper appreciation for language and the arts

dit !

Scripts are provided based on the categories
(Pre, Primary, Secondary, Tertiary).
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Festival Bangsawan Singapura

Festival Bangsawan Singapura, or Singapore Bangsawan Festival,
is a nationwide festival organised by Opera Academy since 2022
in an effort to revive, celebrate, and elevate the art of Bangsawan.

In 2022, we staged Sang Nila Utama at Malay Heritage Centre.
In 2025, we staged Sri Wikrama Wira at Esplanade Theatre.

We will be staging the remaining 3 Kings of Singapura in the coming years
- Sri Rana Wikrama, Paduka Sri Maharaja and Parameswara.

To complement our large scale productions, we invited industry partners such
as Syairpura, Sri Warisan, Sriwana, Orkestra Sri Temasek to share their artistry
in mini performance, workshop and seminar formats in our past 2 Festivals.
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Bangsawan is rich in linguistic values, holistic cultural themes
and comprehensive artistic merits.

We want to be your partner in sharing this intangible cultural
heritage to our young, our next generation of leaders.
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