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The Apparent “Death” of Joseph
The Story of Joseph, Part 4

(Last month I mistakenly subtitled it “The Story of Joseph, Part 2. It should have been “Part 3.”)

Y

oung Joseph, son of Jacob-Israel, has been the
object of a conspiracy by his half-brothers. First,
they intended to murder him by dropping him into a dry
well. He would have died of thirst in a few days. But
ultimately “circumstances” (read: God) intervened. For
continuity sake I shall repeat several verses from last
issue.
Genesis 37:25 And they sat down to eat bread:
and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead
with their camels bearing spicery and balm and
myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.
26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What
profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his
blood?
27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites,
and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our
brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content.
28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the
pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty
pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.
The narrative in verses 27-28 seem a bit confusing
concerning just who it was that bought Joseph. Were
they Midianites or were they Ishmaelites? Ishmael was

the son of Abraham by way of Hagar, whereas the
Midianites were descended through Abraham also, but
by way of Keturah, who had become Abraham’s wife
after Sarah died. The Bible is a wonderfully compact
book, condensing stories down to the essentials.
The extended version of the story in the book of

Jasher gives a very reasonable solution to this apparent contradiction. In fact, both the Ishmaelites and the
Midianites are involved. I won’t take the time to go
into that here, but so that you can become more familiar with the various family relationships, I present the
chart to you on page one.
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Reuben was obviously not present when the rest
of the brothers decided to sell Joseph. But later,…
29 ...Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his
clothes.
30 And he returned unto his brethren, and
said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?
The brothers proceed to tell Reuben what they had
done. It does not matter at this point what Reuben had
intended to do; he is now part of the conspiracy to
cover up the wicked deed.
31 And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a
kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood;
32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and
they brought it to their father; and said, This have
we found: know now whether it be thy son’s coat
or no.
Once again, this is an example of the marvelous
way in which the Bible condenses a story. The book
of Jasher spends about 108 verses on this incident
which the Bible condenses into about 15 verses. In
verse 32, notice it says they sent the coat and they
brought the coat. Well, which was it?
In fact, it was both. They sent it on ahead in the
hand of their brother Naphtali, who was the track star
of the family, and then the rest of the men came along
later with the flocks and with dust on their heads as
though in mourning. The duplicitous hypocrites!
33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son’s
coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is
without doubt rent in pieces.
34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many
days.
35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose
up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted;
and he said, For I will go down into the grave unto
my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.
Just a parenthetical note: a superficial reading of
the Bible leads many Christians to believe that Jacob
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had 12 sons and one daughter, Dinah. But verse 35
says “all his sons and all his daughters” clearly implying that he had more than one.
What another cup of bitterness is now handed to
Jacob! Only seven years previously, Jacob had lost
Joseph’s mother, his beloved Rachel. Just one year
ago, he had lost Leah. And now, he is utterly convinced that Joseph is dead.
Imagine his great grief! His favorite son, the one
whom he had been grooming to take charge of the
family business, his trusted son, now gone also...In a
senseless accident, of all things, mauled by a wild animal. Old Jacob is so distraught that no one in the family can console him. The brothers, meanwhile, have to
continue faking their grief lest their crime be exposed.
There are two poignant ironies here which bear
examination. The first is concerning Reuben. Here is a
man who is the eldest of the family and by right of
primogeniture ought to have the privilege of the birthright. But for many years now, he has known that daddy favors young Joey.
Then Reuben sleeps with Bilhah. Bilhah was the
handmaid of Rachel whom she had given to Jacob as
a wife and surrogate mother when she herself was yet
barren (cf. Genesis 29:4). This was more than mere
lust on the part of Reuben. Though Bilhah was not
Reuben’s mother, it was a high insult to, and gross
offense against the honor of his father.
This act thus forever solidified Reuben’s status as
a second-class son. He had been totally displaced by
Joseph. Yet Reuben somehow found the decency
within himself to rescue Joseph from certain death at
the hands of his brothers. Thus, he saves the very man
whose rank in the family should have been his. So we
can credit Reuben with having some admirable and
redeeming virtues.
The other irony is summed up in our saying,
“What goes around, comes around.” Or as the Bible
says, you will reap what you sow Many years previously, with the connivance and guidance of his mother, Rebekah, Jacob had worked a great deception on
his father Isaac. The result was that Isaac was prevented from bestowing the birthright blessing upon his
favorite son, Esau.
Now Jacob’s own sons deceive him into thinking
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Joseph is dead and, at least for many years, Jacob is
prevented from having the joy of knowing he will bestow the birthright blessing upon his favorite son, Joseph. How the wheel turns!
You see, when Rebekah and Jacob decided to pull
a fast one on blind, old Isaac, they knew that God had
promised the birthright to Jacob. But their faith was
weak and so they thought that they had to “help” God,
to make sure He wouldn’t forget what He had promised. In the end, instead of waiting on God, they went
about obtaining the birthright for Jacob in an illegitimate way. It resulted in centuries of conflict in the
world—conflicts which continue to this day.
For an extensive and excellent study on how the
descendants of Esau and the descendants of Jacob (the
Christian Caucasian people, in general) have been in
conflict for over three thousand years, obtain Dr. Stephen Jones’ superb book, The Struggle for the Birthright. (See Resources on page 4.) Jones begins with
Esau despising his birthright and tracks his hateful
actions towards Jacob right up through when God
fulfilled his promise to Esau in 1948 with the founding of the impostor state of Israel!
From the sovereignty of God perspective, of
course, Jacob’s deception of his father was exactly the
Plan that God had predestinated, but that still did not
make it right for Jacob to commit fraud any more than
Abel’s death being predestinated made it acceptable
for Cain to kill him.
This reminds us of some Christians today who are
anxious to see God’s kingdom of righteousness come
to full fruition on the earth. Naturally, all Christians
are anxious to see that eventuate, but there are some
who are of the mindset of old Jacob, thinking that it
isn’t going to happen unless they take matters into
their own hands and bring it about. In their impatience, ignorance and lack of self-control, some even
commit violence. I have discussed this before in substantial detail in a message I called Patriots and Politics (see Resources). In contrast, the way of the overcomer candidate is to have faith in God that He will
bring about the promises of His covenants.
Similarly, there are a large body of Christians
(primarily fundamentalists and evangelicals) who also
believe they need to “help” God to precipitate the
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“rapture” by their unflagging support of that impostor
state—which they, of course, believe to be the true
Israel of the Bible. Jones clarifies this as well.
As the curtain falls on act one of this drama of
“family values” in ancient Israel, we can all find portions of the story which relate to our own situation. In
Jacob’s family, we have thus far seen dreadful “family
values” of pride, jealousy, resentment, hatred and
murderous intent. Years prior, when Jacob had wrestled with the angel, he had been awarded the new
name, Israel. I believe that it was at that point that he
had the rank of overcomer given to him. But it was
only by imputation, not in actuality yet.
Because it was at that time—during the wrestling
match—that Jacob came to realize that behind his enemy Esau was Yahweh-God Himself. You see, as with
Saul and David, God uses Esau to train Jacob-Israel in
obedience, in forgiveness and in unconditional love.
But as I said, this did not mean that Jacob-Israel was
actually and literally transformed into an immortal
overcomer at that time. He still had years more of
training to undergo (which was then followed by a
centuries-long “time out,” a rest period in the grave).
So it is with all of us as overcomer candidates. We
come to a point in our spiritual growth where we realize that all those bad guys out there in our world today—including the contemporary sons of Esau—that
our Father has put them here for our training.
We come to realize that to hate them is like hating
the whipping rod which a loving parent uses wisely on
his wayward children. With that realization we are
enabled to change our focus. While we still remain
aware of the evil machinations of those people, those
predestinated vessels of wrath—for example, we are
aware of the wickedness of the Trilateralists, CFR,
etc.—while we have that understanding, we no longer
waste our valuable time and energy on the negatives.
We quit focusing on how nasty and detestable the
whipping rod is.
Instead, we turn our focus to developing the positive character traits which Christ intends for all His
followers: the fruits of the spirit, the greatest of which
is love. Love encompasses all the others, including
obedience to His laws and forgiveness towards all. As
with Jacob-Israel and as with Joseph, we too have
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more years of training to undergo.
Chapter 37 closes with the Midianites selling Joseph as a slave to Potiphar.
36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, and captain of
the guard.
Potiphar answered directly to the Pharaoh. I
would liken him to the attorney general in the United
States. The captain of the guard also had charge of all
the prisons and all executions in Egypt.
Joseph is a type, not only of Christ, but of the
Overcomers. The Overcomers are the Shoulders Company in the Body of Christ because we read in Isaiah
9:6 that “the government shall be upon his shoulder.”
Joseph is sold into bondage to Egypt. Egypt is not only a symbol of bondage and slavery and it is also a
type of the world without Christ and the world system.
Corporately speaking, God has sold us, his Christianized Israel people, into bondage to Mystery Babylon, the present world system. An important issue for
all of us to ponder is: How then shall we act? Though
the time of our captivity is nearly at an end, the end is
not yet. Therefore, in the meanwhile, how should we
behave while yet in captivity to Mystery Babylon? I
think you can see where this is going. The answer is
that we shall look to the example of Joseph the overcomer.
Resources
The Struggle for the Birthright, Dr. Stephen E.
Jones, 160 pgs., Item #B-146, $20.
Patriots and Politics by Dr. James W. Bruggeman, a
two-part lecture; CDs #411 & 412, $10.
Please add $4 shipping for the first item, $0.50 shipping for each additional item (pair CDs = one item).
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