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t the end of our last issue, we found that Joseph
had commanded that his half-brother, Simeon, be
bound as a hostage while the other (half-) brothers took
food back to their father Jacob-Israel’s household in
Canaanland. Of course, at this point in the story, none
of Joseph’s brothers were aware that this most powerful
man in Egypt—second only to the Pharaoh—was their
own brother whom they had sold into slavery about 15
years prior. (Men’s appearances can change considerably between the ages of 17 and 32, plus, Joseph was
beardless, like all other Egyptian men of that era, while
the sons of Israel were full-bearded.)
According to the account in the book of Jasher,
however, that was not so simple a task as the brief
statement in Genesis 42:24 would lead us to believe. So
we will backtrack now and fill in the story up to this
point from the book of Jasher. And while we are coming back to the binding of Simeon, we will see many
poignant details of Joseph’s interrogation of his brothers, and of some astounding martial arts—details which
were necessarily omitted by the Spirit in the book of
Genesis, but which nonetheless tug at our heartstrings.
Remember, as we start here with the extended version of the story, how we found verse 14 a bit puzzling?
What was it that Joseph exclaimed was proof that they
were spies? (All italicized portions in Jasher are my
emphasis—JWB.)
Jasher 51:20 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he
knew them, but they knew him not, for Joseph was very
great in their eyes, therefore they knew him not.
21 And Joseph spoke to them, saying, From
whence come ye? and they all answered and said, Thy
servants have come from the land of Canaan to buy
corn, for the famine prevails throughout the earth, and
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thy servants heard that there was corn in Egypt, so
they have come amongst the other comers to buy corn
for their support.
22 And Joseph answered them, saying, If you
have come to purchase as you say, why do you come
through ten gates of the city? it can only be that you
have come to spy through the land.
Aha! Ten brothers coming through ten different
gates?! That is certainly a reason for a ruler to have a
great suspicion of espionage. But that tidbit was omitted from the Genesis account.
Jasher 51:23 And they all together answered Joseph, and said, Not so my lord, we are right, thy servants are not spies, but we have come to buy corn, for
thy servants are all brothers, the sons of one man in
the land of Canaan, and our father commanded us,
saying, When you come to the city do not enter together at one gate on account of the inhabitants of the
land.
24 And Joseph again answered them and said,
That is the thing which I spoke unto you, you have
come to spy through the land, therefore you all came
through ten gates of the city; you have come to see the
nakedness of the land.
So, instead of looking at the folly that a father
would send nearly all his sons on a spy mission, Joseph takes the tack that “See, you just admitted that
your father instructed you to separate and come
through ten gates, just as spies might do, so they
wouldn’t all be caught together. Then Joseph adds
even more to his alleged reasons for suspecting them
of espionage.
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25 Surely every one that cometh to buy corn goeth
his way, and you are already three days in the land,
and what do you do in the walls of harlots in which
you have been for these three days? surely spies do
like unto these things.
26 And they said unto Joseph, Far be it from our
lord to speak thus, for we are twelve brothers, the sons
of our father Jacob, in the land of Canaan, the son of
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the Hebrew, and behold
the youngest is with our father this day in the land of
Canaan, and one is not, for he was lost from us, and
we thought perhaps he might be in this land, so we are
seeking him throughout the land, and have come even
to the houses of harlots to seek him there.
Here we see that the brothers are revealing more
and more as Joseph continues playing the part of a
harsh ruler suspecting them of espionage. This has
been Joseph’s method all along: to get them to reveal
how things are going back home in Canaanland, as
well as getting them to reveal their hearts’ character
during the course of these interrogations.
27 And Joseph said unto them, And have you then
sought him throughout the earth, that there only remained Egypt for you to seek him in?
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31 And he said unto them, And if his master will
not consent to part with him for a great price, what
will you do unto him on his account? and they answered him, saying, If he will not give him unto us we
will slay him, and take our brother and go away.
This zeal on the part of his brothers to rescue him
now must have been tearing up Joseph on the inside,
but he managed to keep his composure a while longer
as he once again turned their truthful statement around
to use against them.
32 And Joseph said unto them, That is the thing
which I have spoken to you; you are spies, for you are
come to slay the inhabitants of the land, for we heard
that two of your brethren smote all the inhabitants of
Shechem, in the land of Canaan, on account of your
sister, and you now come to do the like in Egypt on
account of your brother.

We press the pause button in Jasher to point out
how Joseph so cleverly put that question to draw out
from them exactly how this lost brother Joseph came
to be in Egypt as opposed to any other country in the
world. Joseph continues grilling them.

There wasn’t much they could say about that accusation. It was true. Simeon and Levi had done the
wicked deed, and there was no use denying it. News
of these super-warrior Hebrews had spread far and
wide. That being the case, the ten kept silent as Joseph
continued.

27 (continued) And what also should your brother
do in the houses of harlots, although he were in
Egypt? have you not said, That you are from the sons
of Isaac, the son of Abraham, and what shall the sons
of Jacob do then in the houses of harlots?

33 Only hereby shall I know that you are true
men; if you will send home one from amongst you to
fetch your youngest brother from your father, and to
bring him here unto me, and by doing this thing I will
know that you are right.
Even this extended version of the story does not
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29 And Joseph still answered them, saying, Surely
you speak falsely and utter lies, to say of yourselves
that you are the sons of Abraham; as Pharaoh liveth
you are spies, therefore have you come to the houses
of harlots that you should not be known.

34 And Joseph called to seventy of his mighty
men, and he said unto them, Take these men and bring
them into the ward.
35 And the mighty men took the ten men, they
laid hold of them and put them into the ward, and they
were in the ward three days.
And now here comes the reversal of the numbers,
as we saw briefly described in the Genesis account.
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36 And on the third day Joseph had them brought
out of the ward, and he said unto them, Do this for
yourselves if you be true men, so that you may live,
one of your brethren shall be confined in the ward
whilst you go and take home the corn for your household to the land of Canaan, and fetch your youngest
brother, and bring him here unto me, that I may know
that you are true men when you do this thing.
37 And Joseph went out from them and came into
the chamber, and wept a great weeping, for his pity
was excited for them, and he washed his face, and returned to them again, and he took Simeon from them
and ordered him to be bound, but Simeon was not
willing to be done so, for he was a very powerful man
and they could not bind him.
38 And Joseph called unto his mighty men and
seventy valiant men came before him with drawn
swords in their hands, and the sons of Jacob were terrified at them.
39 And Joseph said unto them, Seize this man and
confine him in prison until his brethren come to him,
and Joseph’s valiant men hastened and they all laid
hold of Simeon to bind him, and Simeon gave a loud
and terrible shriek and the cry was heard at a distance.
40 And all the valiant men of Joseph were terrified at the sound of the shriek, that they fell upon their
faces, and they were greatly afraid and fled.
I know what you’re thinking. “Wait a minute!
Simeon gives a loud shriek and 70 cream-of-the-crop
Delta Forces-type soldiers are all running for the Nile
Delta. C’mon. Give me a break!”
Well, I thought that too, when I was first reading
the book of Jasher, because there are several other
chapters which deal with the way in which the sons of
Israel were able to overcome vastly superior numbers,
for example, when they slaughtered whole villages of
Amorites and other Canaanites. And I don’t think this
shriek was just your ordinary, run-of-the-mill war
whoop. It is known in modern times that certain sonic
frequencies can have quite remarkably destructive
effects. So perhaps the sons of Israel were privy to
some vocal-sonic techniques which could indeed result in soldiers fleeing in abject terror.
But if this were the case, then what happens next
leads me to believe that Joseph also must have known
about these techniques and that he had already passed
on the secrets of “sonic martial arts” to his sons,
Ephraim and Manasseh.
41 And all the men that were with Joseph fled, for
they were greatly afraid of their lives, and only Joseph
and Manasseh his son remained there, and Manasseh
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the son of Joseph saw the strength of Simeon, and he
[Simeon] was exceedingly wroth.
42 And Manassah the son of Joseph rose up to
Simeon, and Manassah smote Simeon a heavy blow
with his fist against the back of his neck, and Simeon
was stilled of his rage.
What do you think? Sounds like some sort of
Kung Fu or karate chop to me! A precise blow to just
the right nexus of nerves and Big Simeon becomes
more like a lamb than a lion. If you know anything
about the martial arts, you know that there are certain
points on the body which, if struck in just the right
way with the hand, fist or even a rigid finger, can
cause instant death; and at other points, instant incapacitation, as though the person had been hit with a
stun gun. Perhaps the boy Manasseh knew a few of
these incapacitation points.
43 And Manassah laid hold of Simeon and he
seized him violently and he bound him and brought
him into the house of confinement, and all the sons of
Jacob were astonished at the act of the youth.
They were astonished because Manasseh was less
than ten years old. But perhaps the brothers Israel
were also astonished because they thought they were
the only ones who knew such martial arts.
44 And Simeon said unto his brethren, None of
you must say that this is the smiting of an Egyptian,
but it is the smiting of the house of my father.

Genesis 42:25 Then Joseph commanded to fill
their sacks with corn, and to restore every man’s
money into his sack, and to give them provision for
the way: and thus did he unto them.
Why did Joseph put their money back into their
sacks? First of all, I suppose he did not want to charge
his own father and brothers for the grain. Certainly,
Joseph would have reimbursed the national treasury
out of his own, by this time, very considerable fortune.
Remember all the gold, silver and other gifts he had
received upon his ascension to the second throne of
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Egypt? Secondly, he knows this will cause the brothers to have even more fear of him when they discover
the money, because they will realize that this will give
Joseph cause to accuse them of theft as well as espionage. Let’s see how the story plays out.
26 And they laded their asses with the corn,
and departed thence.
27 And as one of them opened his sack to give
his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money;
for, behold, it was in his sack’s mouth.

One of the most thrilling books I have ever read—and reread!” -JWB
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Aha

29 And they came unto Jacob their father
unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying,
30 The man, who is the lord of the land,
spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the
country.
31 And we said unto him, We are true men;
we are no spies:
32 We be twelve brethren, sons of our father;
one is not, and the youngest is this day with our
father in the land of Canaan.
33

34 And bring your youngest brother unto
me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that
ye are true men: so will I deliver you your brother,
and ye shall traffick in the land.
35 And it came to pass as they emptied their
sacks, that, behold, every man’s bundle of money
was in his sack: and when both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid.
Incidentally, the phrase “bundle of money” is literally “bags of silver.” They used real money in those
days. They didn’t use paper for money and they didn’t
use magnetic blips in computer memory for money.
We will have to stop here for this issue.
(To be continued.)
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