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ast month’s installment of The Story of Joseph saw
the brothers in the presence of Joseph for the second time, this time accused of theft—all designed by
Joseph as a test of their hearts. Judah’s offer to take the
punishment allegedly due to Benjamin demonstrated to
Joseph’s satisfaction that the brothers were repentant
and remorseful for the deed they had done. Ah, but
there is so much more to the story and so today we will
treat you to some additional details as found in the book
of Jasher.
For the sake of new readers, I will simply refer you
to last month’s issue for disclaimers regarding the book
of Jasher. We won’t repeat them here.
There are many, many lessons in the life of Joseph
for those of us striving to be overcomers. And even
though I have had much feedback on this series and it’s
all positive about the series to date, I still feel that some
readers may be thinking: “Is that all he’s going to do is
quote selections from the book of Jasher? When is he
going to do mostly teaching?”
Well, I admit it has been a lot of reading of passages from Jasher and Genesis, but let me explain my reasoning here. Without doubt, nearly every Christian is
familiar with the story of Joseph. Thus, a typical minister would teach lessons from the life of Joseph by simply referring to the passages in Genesis, but not necessarily reading them.
However, I doubt that one in a hundred thousand
Christians are familiar with the expanded version as
given in the book of Jasher. Therefore, we want to hear
the complete story of this incident from Jasher before
we return to teach the lessons from the life of Joseph.
For the next several issues, it is going to be mostly
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the straight story. I think you will enjoy it as immensely as I do. And because we are now approaching the major climax of the story, I do not want to destroy the emotional power of the drama by numerous
interruptions for me to expound lengthy lessons. I will
interject a few comments here and there, but that will
be mostly as explanations and to make other connections which I believe will help you appreciate the story even more.
I want us to feel the impact—as though we were
right there in ancient Egypt. As though we were seeing it and feeling it through Joseph’s eyes, and
through Benjamin’s eyes, and through Judah’s eyes,
and through Jacob’s eyes.
Think of it this way. Would it not be exciting and
fascinating if you discovered a diary kept by your
great, great grandfather or –mother a hundred or a
hundred and fifty years ago? …In which he told many
stories of life in his day, or your great, greatgrandmother recorded lengthy accounts of a number
of family dramas, recorded so vividly that you feel
you were there?
That is what I want us to feel here as we read the
long version of the life of Joseph. After all, my dear
brothers and sisters, for many of us, this is our family
history. The Bible and the book of Jasher are like
those diaries for us. So I just want you to know that
we will come back later in order to extract the life lessons for us.
As segue, do you remember last issue how we
read from Jasher where Joseph called Benjamin to
come up and sit with him in his throne? And Joseph
brought out a star chart and some kind of instrument
and Joseph asked Benjamin if he knew the wisdom of
the stars? Then somehow Benjamin was able to dis-
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cern from the star charts and was astonished as he realized that the king of Egypt who was sitting next to
him at that very moment was his long-lost brother Joseph?! Well, all of this suggests that the family of
Abraham had some very sophisticated astronomical
knowledge.
As Providence would have it just in time for this
lecture, in the January 2005 issue of the now-defunct
Kingdom Digest, there is an article entitled “Secrets of
the Star Disc.” Although there is no provable and direct connection to Joseph himself, the dating of the
disc puts us smack dab in that era. In view of Joseph
and Benjamin’s reading of the star charts, I believe
you will be intrigued with the highlights from this article. Apparently, it was originally published by the
British-Israel World Federation, which in turn had
based the story on a BBC television documentary.
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The grave robbers found the disc by using metal
detectors. They tried to sell it to archaeologist Harald
Meller for £300,000, but he cooperated with the police in a “sting” and managed to obtain the disc.
Nothing like it had been seen before. It depicted the
sun, the moon and the stars. This suggested an understanding of the heavens greater than that of the
first great civilizations, like Egypt. When all the artifacts had been recovered and brought back to Harald
Meller’s museum in Halle, soil analysis proved scientifically that the disc, the swords and jewels offered
with the disc, had been found together. A revolution
was about to start, rewriting conventional thought on
early European history. Could the potential of what
had been found be realized?
Until now the Bronze Age in north and central
Europe has been regarded as a much more primitive
society than that of the eastern Mediterranean. The
star disc did not fit into this pattern because it suggested great intellectual ability. A group of seven
stars on the disc was identified as the Pleiades, which
are the number of stars visible with the naked eye
out of the actual eleven stars, which are seen today
with telescopes. The brightest star in this group is “Al
Cyone,” which is Arabic for “the centre.” Some leading opinion in astronomy has defined it as the centre
of the universe, which may well be what is implied
when Job is asked of God, “Canst thou bind the sweet
influence of the Pleiades?” (Job 38:31).
The cluster of seven stars (the Seven Sisters)
called the Pleiades, the word means “the congregation of the judges” or “rulers,” appears in the neck of
the constellation of Taurus the Bull (symbol of Ephraim), and was probably one of the first constellations
to be named. The Bull and the constellation of Taurus
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have been defined in almost every known civilization
in the ancient world. It seemed very possible that the
disc could have been brought from somewhere like
Egypt. This theory was eliminated…. [I shall skip all
those details.-JWB]
This find undoubtedly establishes that a very
sophisticated knowledge of our Earth and the heavens existed among the ancient peoples of Abraham’s
era. Also, that they were spread far and wide in Europe, including the British Isles. There is increasing
evidence of their mineral exploration and their construction of stone circles, especially the marvelous
observatory at Stonehenge.

Now let’s get back into the story of Joseph. We
left off last time at the end of Genesis 44, and let’s
back up a few verses to remind ourselves of the context. Joseph had sent the brothers back home with
Benjamin and with all their money restored once again
in their sacks, only this time he had his officer place
his silver divining cup into Benjamin’s sack.
And remember how, at the dinner with his brothers, Joseph had confided his plan to Benjamin? Therefore, Benjamin had a bit of an acting job to do here
when the cup was found in his sack. So the brethren
are haled back before Joseph on his throne. Joseph
again speaks harshly to them, and in Genesis 44:15, he
says:
Genesis 44:15 And Joseph said unto them,
What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not
that such a man as I can certainly divine?
Judah speaks up and, seeing that they have no other recourse, submits that he and his brothers will be
the servants of Zaphnath-paaneah. However, JosephZaphnath, still using an interpreter and speaking in
Egyptian, declares that such will not be the case. He
orders that only Benjamin will be kept as a slave. The
rest are free to take the food and return home. (v. 17)
Judah is beside himself and grows angry, but tries to
maintain himself as he once again goes over the story
of how they came to Egypt in the first place...…how
you, the king of Egypt, had said that we could not see
your face again unless Benjamin was with us. …and
how if we don’t bring him back home with us, his father will die of unbearable grief.

that self-sacrificing offer to Zaphnath that he should
take him as his slave in place of Benjamin. We recall
also how that was a foreshadowing of the selfless sacrifice of the Savior who descended from the line of
Judah some 1,700 years later. Judah says in…
32 For thy servant became surety for the lad
unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto
thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father for
ever.
33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and
let the lad go up with his brethren.
34 For how shall I go up to my father, and
the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the
evil that shall come on my father.
You now see that we are at the end of chapter 44
and the very next verse is where Joseph tells everyone
but his brothers to vacate the room and that is where
Joseph reveals himself to his brothers. Once again,
however, we will pause the reading in Genesis, because before we actually arrive at the revelation of
Joseph to his brothers, there is a tremendously exciting amount of detail given in Jasher which occurs between the silver cup incident and the revealing of Joseph. This, then, is from…
Jasher 53:24 And on the next day the men rose up
early in the morning, and they loaded their asses with
their corn, and they went forth with Benjamin, and
they went to the land of Canaan with their brother
Benjamin.
25 They had not gone far from Egypt when Joseph
commanded him that was set over his house, saying,
Rise, pursue these men before they get too far from
Egypt, and say unto them, Why have you stolen my
master’s cup?
26 And Joseph’s officer rose up and he reached
them, and he spoke unto them all the words of Joseph;
and when they heard this thing they became exceedingly wroth, and they said, He with whom thy master’s cup shall be found shall die, and we will also become slaves.

Unable to control their hot tempers, the brothers
spoke hastily and very foolishly.
27 And they hastened and each man brought down
his sack from his ass, and they looked in their bags
and the cup was found in Benjamin’s bag, and they all
tore their garments and they returned to the city, and
they smote Benjamin in the road, continually smiting
him until he came into the city, and they stood before
Joseph.

And then remember how Judah concluded with
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So here is where Benjamin is called upon to endure this abuse from his brothers even though he
knew the Plan and that all would be reconciled in the
end. Ponder that in the prophetic typology. Did not the
Benjamites, the early Christians, take a beating at the
hands of the Jews, and even from true Judahites which
had not yet been converted to Christ? Yes, indeed. We
think of Stephen, as he was being stoned, praying that
their sin not be charged to their account. Was he not
fulfilling the law of Christ? ..to love your enemies?
Indeed he was!

ner. Includes dozens of star charts. B-129 (144 pgs.)
$9.00 + $4 shipping

28 And Judah’s anger was kindled, and he said,
This man has only brought me back to destroy Egypt
this day.

One of the most thrilling
books I have ever read—
and re-read!” — JWB

Sounds like a threat, doesn’t it? Well, prepare for
serious fireworks as Joseph confronts them!

Beautiful, full-color cover. 1840 edition. Do not be
fooled by the bogus 1829
edition. 254 pgs. $13 + $4

29 And the men came to Joseph’s house, and they
found Joseph sitting upon his throne, and all the
mighty men standing at his right and left.

Order both books together
($22) for reduced shipping
cost: (+ $4.50 shipping) =
$26.50 total.

The Book of
Jasher

shipping

Joseph evidently expects there could be trouble
and thus has his royal guard on high alert by his side.
30 And Joseph said unto them, What is this act
that you have done, that you took away my silver cup
and went away? but I know that you took my cup in
order to know thereby in what part of the land your
brother was.
Interesting, isn’t it? How Joseph continually
brings the conversation back to their long-lost brother.
31 And Judah said, What shall we say to our lord,
what shall we speak and how shall we justify ourselves, God has this day found the iniquity of all thy
servants, therefore has he done this thing to us this
day. (To be continued.)

The Glory of the Stars: A Study of
the Zodiac
by E. Raymond Capt
The Zodiac is not “New Age,” as many mistakenly believe. God wrote His gospel in the signs in the
heavens from the very beginning. This study examines all 12 “houses” of the Zodiac with their
attendant constellations.
This is not about astrology, but about how the
gospel, the glorious story of salvation, including the
coming of the Messiah, is portrayed in these constellations in a most awe-inspiring and marvelous manFeed My Sheep #158
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