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Edomites Attack Israel over the Birthright
The Story of Joseph, Part 55

W

e have read the account of the death and funeral
for Joseph’s father, Jacob-Israel, in Genesis. We
are now in the process of reading the extended account
found in the book of Jasher and gleaning the insights
available there. Once again, I offer this brief disclaimer
for any new readers. I do not place the book of Jasher
on a par with the Bible. That said, I have read it several
times and have yet to find any place where it contradicts the Bible. It is referred to twice in the Bible itself.
I do not place other apocryphal books on a par even
with Jasher, let alone on a par with the Bible. From my
website, you can download two issues of FMS (#23 &
24: October and November, 2000) wherein I deal specifically with the trustworthiness of the book of Jasher.
We left off last time where Esau was confronting
Joseph in a hostile manner over the issue of the birthright (the right to the whole land of Canaan—and much
more). The astute Bible student will realize that this is
still going on today on an international scale!
To prove the righteousness of his case, Joseph
asked his brother, Naphtali (the speedster), to go back
to Egypt and retrieve the written records of the contract
Jacob had made with Esau years before. All of this
drama is occurring at the funeral of Jacob-Israel, Esau’s
twin, whom Esau hated! Continuing now from the 56th
chapter of the book of Jasher:
60 And when Esau saw that Naphtali had gone to
fetch the records, he and his sons increased their resistance against the cave, and Esau and all his people rose
up against Joseph and his brethren to battle.
61 And all the sons of Jacob and the people of

Egypt fought with Esau and his men, and the sons of
Esau and his people were smitten before the sons of
Jacob, and the sons of Jacob slew of Esau’s people
forty men.
62 And Chushim the son of Dan, the son of Jacob,
was at that time with Jacob’s sons, but he was about a
hundred cubits distant from the place of battle, for he
remained with the children of Jacob’s sons by Jacob’s
bier to guard it.
63 And Chushim was dumb and deaf, still he understood the voice of consternation amongst men.
64 And he asked, saying, Why do you not bury the
dead, and what is this great consternation?
Wait a minute! It just said that Cushim was dumb
and deaf, didn’t it? So obviously he must have been
trained to read and write in order to have some method
of communication. For that matter, I would surmise that
all Jacob’s family were literate, wouldn’t you think so?
Now once Cushim realizes what is going on, he grew a
little perturbed.
64 (cont’d) and they answered him the words of
Esau and his sons; and he [Cushim] ran to Esau in the
midst of the battle, and he slew Esau with a sword, and
he cut off his head, and it sprang to a distance, and Esau
fell amongst the people of the battle.
65 And when Chushim did this thing the sons of
Jacob prevailed over the sons of Esau, and the sons of
Jacob buried their father Jacob by force in the cave, and
the sons of Esau beheld it.
66 And Jacob was buried in Hebron, in the cave of
Machpelah which Abraham had bought from the sons
of Heth for the possession of a burial place, and he was
buried in very costly garments.

-267 And no king had such honor paid him as Joseph paid unto his father at his death, for he buried
him with great honor like unto the burial of kings.
68 And Joseph and his brethren made a mourning
of seven days for their father.
Thus, the twin sons of Isaac and Rebekah both die
at the age of 147 years. But that is not the end of the
story. The sons of Esau were not about to take this
disgraceful defeat lying down, and so...
JASHER, CHAPTER 57
1 And it was after this that the sons of Esau waged
war with the sons of Jacob, and the sons of Esau
fought with the sons of Jacob in Hebron, and Esau
was still lying dead, and not buried.
2 And the battle was heavy between them, and the
sons of Esau were smitten before the sons of Jacob,
and the sons of Jacob slew of the sons of Esau eighty
men, and not one died of the people of the sons of
Jacob; and the hand of Joseph prevailed over all the
people of the sons of Esau, and he took Zepho, the son
of Eliphaz, the son of Esau, and fifty of his men captive, and he bound them with chains of iron, and gave
them into the hand of his servants to bring them to
Egypt.
3 And it came to pass when the sons of Jacob had
taken Zepho and his people captive, all those that remained were greatly afraid of their lives from the
house of Esau, lest they should also be taken captive,
and they all fled with Eliphaz the son of Esau and his
people, with Esau’s body, and they went on their road
to Mount Seir.
4 And they came unto Mount Seir and they buried
Esau in Seir, but they had not brought his head with
them to Seir, for it was buried in that place where the
battle had been in Hebron.
I find this most fascinating! The body of Esau is
buried in Seir but his head is buried near Hebron. We
will see why in a moment, but meanwhile, I want to
share this thought with you. As the Bible tells us,
Esau’s nickname was Edom and thus his descendants
were called Edomites. Is it possible that this strange
burial of Esau was in itself a type and shadow of the
20th century? How so? Well, as most of my readers
know, an old Jewish encyclopedia states that the
Edomites today are found among the modern Jewish
people.
In 1948, the Jewish people established a state in
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old Canaanland which they deceptively call Israel. I
suppose only God knows who among the Jews are
actually descended from Esau, and so we can only say
the following is speculation on my part. But the fact is
that there are more Jews living outside the state of
Israel than within its borders. Thus we could say that
the body of Esau is outside Canaanland. But is the
head of Esau—is the head of the Edomites—still in
Canaanland? Or is the head in London, New York or
Paris? Just a thought. (See my audio teaching series,
Mystery Babylon and the Stone Kingdom, for detailed
studies involving the latter-day sons of Esau-Edom.)
5 And it came to pass when the sons of Esau had
fled from before the sons of Jacob, the sons of Jacob
pursued them unto the borders of Seir, but they did not
slay a single man from amongst them when they pursued them, for Esau’s body which they carried with
them excited their confusion, so they fled and the sons
of Jacob turned back from them and came up to the
place where their brethren were in Hebron, and they
remained there on that day, and on the next day until
they rested from the battle.
So on the third day, Joseph and his entourage are
headed on back down to Egypt. And walking along in
chains are Zepho, one of what the Bible calls the
Dukes of Edom, and 50 of his men. Do you think that
the Edomites learned their lesson? Do you think they
are going to lick their wounds and forget about it? Not
on your life!
6 And it came to pass on the third day they (the
Edomites) assembled all the sons of Seir the Horite,
and they assembled all the children of the east, a multitude of people like the sand of the sea, and they went
and came down to Egypt to fight with Joseph and his
brethren, in order to deliver their brethren.
7 And Joseph and all the sons of Jacob heard that
the sons of Esau and the children of the east had come
upon them to battle in order to deliver their brethren.
Of course, it took the Edomites some several days,
probably, to assemble their forces with their allies and
to pursue after Joseph and the Israelites. So by the
time the Edomites, Horites and the children of the east
caught up to attack Joseph and the Israelites, they
were already back in Egypt at Rameses.
8 And Joseph and his brethren and the strong men
of Egypt went forth and fought in the city of Rameses,
and Joseph and his brethren dealt out a tremendous
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east.
9 And they slew of them six hundred thousand
men, and they slew amongst them all the mighty men
of the children of Seir the Horite; there were only a
few of them left, and they slew also a great many of
the children of the east, and of the children of Esau;
and Eliphaz the son of Esau, and the children of the
east all fled before Joseph and his brethren.
10 And Joseph and his brethren pursued them until they came unto Succoth, and they yet slew of them
in Succoth thirty men, and the rest escaped and they
fled each to his city.
Let me pause here because there is something
very intriguing here. We just read in Jasher that the
Edomites attacked the children of Israel at what city in
Egypt? Rameses. And the children of Israel killed how
many thousand? 600 thousand! And then as the children of Esau fled, the children of Israel chased after
them and killed 30 more at the city of Succoth.
Fast forward a couple hundred years, when Moses
is leading the children of Israel out of Egypt. Remember how God caused the Egyptians to use their free
will (I am being sarcastic) to give the children of Israel all kinds of gold, silver and precious gemstones?
Exodus 12:36 And the LORD gave the people
favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they
lent unto them such things as they required. And
they spoiled the Egyptians.
Now listen to this:
37 And the children of Israel journeyed from
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand
on foot that were men, beside children.
“from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand…” Is that merely a coincidence?
Jasher 57:11 And Joseph and his brethren and the
mighty men of Egypt turned back from them with joy
and cheerfulness of heart, for they had smitten all their
enemies.
12 And Zepho the son of Eliphaz and his men
were still slaves in Egypt to the sons of Jacob, and
their pains increased.
13 And when the sons of Esau and the sons of Seir
returned to their land, the sons of Seir saw that they
had all fallen into the hands of the sons of Jacob, and
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the people of Egypt, on account of the battle of the
sons of Esau. In other words, the remaining sons of
Seir were not happy campers concerning their having
been allies with the Edomites. At this point, I will
condense the story in Jasher until it gets back to Joseph. We do need to cover this in order to understand
the story when Joseph gets in the picture once again.
So the children of Seir now realize that they were
sucked into a fight allied with the sons of Esau against
the children of Israel, which was, after all, just a family squabble—a squabble in which the sons of Seir
now wished they had never gotten involved. The fight
had decimated their male population and so they try to
discuss the matter with the sons of Esau. You know,
like gentlemen would do.
That didn’t go too well either, so the sons of Seir
told the Edomites to pack up and leave their land because they were no longer welcome there. Go back to
Canaanland, they told them. But that suggestion didn’t
sit well with the Edomites and so they secretly made
arrangements with a king from Africa named Angeas.
King Angeas sent over a few hundred troops to
help the Edomites with their expected confrontation
with their former allies, the children of Seir. Meanwhile, the children of Seir, sensing the trouble brewing, contacted the Midianites and the children of the
east, and made arrangements with them to send troops.
In the first battle, the Edomites were whipped pretty
badly.
On the second day, the sons of Esau were again
losing the battle, so some of the Edomites switched
sides and fought against their own people! This really
distressed the children of Esau and they mourned that
they had so many traitors among them. After a while,
they decided to see if King Angeas would be willing
to send some more troops. He sent about 600 men this
time and ten days later they again engaged the sons of
Seir and this time they were successful. In fact, so successful that they killed about 2,000, including all the
mighty men of Seir.
They chased the Midianites and the children of the
east back to their land, killing about 250 of them on
the way. They lost 30 of their own, but it was because
of the traitors among them. When they got back home
to Seir, they proceeded to kill every man, woman and
child of the children of Seir, except for 50 boys and
young women. They made the boys their personal
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And that is how the Edomites came to possess the
land of mount Seir of the children of the Horites.
Thereafter, Mount Seir became known as the land of
Edom. The Bible confirms this in Deuteronomy 2.

3 And all Egypt consented to this thing that Joseph should be king over them, for all the Egyptians
loved Joseph as of heretofore, only Magron the son of
Pharaoh sat upon, his father’s throne, and he became
king in those days in his father’s stead.

Deuteronomy 2:12 The Horims [the Horites,
the children of Seir] also dwelt in Seir beforetime;
but the children of Esau succeeded them, when
they had destroyed them from before them, and
dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of
his possession, which the LORD gave unto them.

Up until this time, I have often spoken of Joseph
as the vizier of Egypt, or the Prime Minister of Egypt,
or the Vice-President of Egypt, the number two man
in Egypt. It is clear from this, however, that Joseph
did indeed become the de facto king of Egypt. Magron
sat upon his father’s throne, but it is equally apparent
that he was more of a figurehead, one who handled the
ceremonial duties. It was Joseph who held the real
power.

In other words, God says he gave the Edomites
their land by having them exterminate the Horites. In
the same manner, God told Israel to exterminate the
Canaanites from the Promised Land, which we know
they failed to do. But later, after the exodus from
Egypt, as the Israelites are coming nearby Esau’s territory in mount Seir, God tells them to let the
Edomites alone.
Deuteronomy 2:5 Meddle not with them; for I
will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a
foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto
Esau for a possession.
Back to my condensation of the story in Jasher
now. A strange and a very odd custom began among
the Edomites at that time. They split up the land in
mount Seir amongst themselves, and then they decided they ought to have a king. But because of all the
traitors in their midst, they didn’t trust any of their
own, so they swore that they would never name a king
from among their own people, but they would always
hire a stranger to be king over them.

So from now on, we can refer to Joseph in actual
fact as one of the kings of Egypt. And curiously, just
as the Edomites had a stranger on their throne, so Joseph, a Hebrew, a stranger to the Egyptians, was on
the throne of Egypt. (To be continued.)
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So they took the best-looking and wisest soldier
from the troops Angus had sent and they made him
king of the Edomites. His name was Bela—the same
name as one of the sons of Benjamin—and Bela from
Africa was king of the Edomites for 30 years.
Jasher 58:1 And it came to pass in the thirtysecond year of the Israelites going down to Egypt, that
is, in the seventy-first year of the life of Joseph, in that
year died Pharaoh king of Egypt, and Magron his son
reigned in his stead.
2 And Pharaoh commanded Joseph before his
death to be a father to his son, Magron, and that Magron should be under the care of Joseph and under his
counsel.
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