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The challenge of being a jubilee forgiver
Forgiveness, part 6

W

e continue where we left off last issue. We had
previously examined the topic of forgiveness
from the negative side—what biblical forgiveness (i.e.,
jubilee forgiveness) is not. We had commenced examining what biblical forgiveness actually entails—the
positive side, the active side, what one must actually do
to forgive according to biblical principles. We were in
the midst of #2: Jubilee forgiveness is choosing to keep
no records of wrongs.

We do not keep a mental record or account of the
wrongs done to us, because that would give evidence
that we are looking to even the score, to have revenge,
and that is missing the boat completely when it comes
to agape love and jubilee forgiveness.
So in my case, why did I keep a mental scorecard
all those years that I hated my father? (Ask for CDs
#257, 258: Could You Forgive God—My Personal Testimony on Forgiveness—free upon request.) I kept a
record of his offenses because in my spiritually immature way of thinking, he had hurt me in numerous ways.
I remembered every one of them. They were all written
indelibly in my mental accounting book. When I was
14, dad did this to me—big negative on that line in the
book. When I was 15, he did this to me—big negative.
When I was 16, he did this—big negative. And so forth.
Why do we keep those mental record books? Why
do we keep a record of wrongs? To sometime later
throw them in his face and demand that he make up for
them somehow. Or to prove myself somehow superior
to him in my own mind. Or to have them ready at a moment’s notice in case of an argument.
I have been using the real-life example of my dad
and me, but obviously this applies to any people in any

relationship. It happens so frequently between husbands
and wives. We have this mental index-card filing system where we have every single offense recorded and
catalogued—big offenses, little offenses, all offenses,
there in the mind, ready at a moment’s notice to be
brought center-stage if my husband or wife dares to
criticize me about x, y or z.
A wife gets offended and she yells at her husband
“I’ll remember that,” or “I’ll never forget what you
did.” And you know what? She doesn’t forget! (When
by “forget” we actually mean “forgive.”) But what happens when we keep that record of wrongs, when we
maintain that mental index-card system?
The initial hurt breeds anger and resentment. It is
retained and more is added to it as another hurt is felt,
and there is more and more resentment, which sooner or
later turns to bitterness. And from there it only gets
worse.
How many marriages could be healed very quickly
if only both spouses would quit pointing fingers at the
other and tear up those records of wrongs? Dump those
mental index cards into the fire of love by coming to
deal with wounds through total forgiveness, jubilee forgiveness—agape love.
But, you say, I don’t know if I could ever forgive
him or her because I don’t feel like forgiving him. Well,
if you are waiting to feel like forgiving, it will probably
never happen. Forgiving is a choice, not a feeling.
It is a conscious mental decision to change your
mind and attitude about someone or some painful event.
It takes a will to do, and it requires the enabling grace
of God to will to do it over and above our feelings. Do
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it. Decide to forgive and the feelings will change, perhaps immediately, in an overwhelming sense of relief
and a great burden lifted. Or perhaps the feelings will
only change gradually over time. The point is, forgiveness is a choice, not a feeling. Just ask God to
lead you to do it.
3. Jubilee forgiveness is refusing to punish.
Okay, first, we are talking about on a personal
level here. It is a different matter on a corporate level—on a group level—on a body level. If you are a
duly elected or appointed government official, then it
is your godly duty to punish evildoers, and you have
no right to forgive them and refuse to carry out their
punishment.
What we are talking about here in #3 is our carnal
desire—because that is what it is—our carnal desire
to see someone who hurt us be punished for what they
did. We all have that feeling, and yet the Bible says:
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Let’s
take a look at the whole context, though, shall we? It
is in Romans 12.
Romans 12: 17 Recompense to no man evil
for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all
men.
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men.
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place unto wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
We should pause there. What does that mean?
“but rather give place unto wrath?” We would naturally think wrath means vicious anger. Sometimes it
does, but in this case, it is the Greek word orge {orgay'} which refers to lexicon meaning #4a) of punishments inflicted by magistrates. In this context the
magistrate is obviously God.
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.
“Aha!” some people think. “If I actually do him
good, then I guess spiritually it will be like the fires of
hell are raining down on his head—good! Then I’ll do
it because I want to see that scoundrel burn in hell.”
Well, if that is the attitude one has towards one’s offender, then we will probably not even have the grace
to be able to feed him and give him drink in the first
place, will we?
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil
with good.
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That sounds a lot like the Lord’s sermon on the
mount, doesn’t it? Love thine enemies. Do good to
those who despitefully use you and so forth? Well, if
total forgiveness includes refusing to punish our offender, then on an everyday practical level, how could
we punish our offender?
In the case of a husband and wife, the ways are as
myriad as the imagination allows. Of course, probably
the most commonly known method of punishment
from the wife’s perspective has something to do with
headaches, right? [Grin, grin] as in “Not tonight, honey, I’ve got a headache.”

Well, if she does not have a headache and she is
withholding conjugal relations only as a means of
punishing the husband, then that is falling short of the
highest level of love and forgiveness.
And on the husband’s side, I’m going to go out on
a limb here and state that an equally detrimental
means of revenge or punishment is when he says “Not
now, honey, I have a headache.” And he really doesn’t
have a headache either. The difference is that when
the husband uses that excuse to punish, it is in response to when his wife says: “Can we talk?”
Am I right?...Don’t answer that. I don’t want any
of you incriminating yourselves. Let me put it this
way: …not that we have ever done that, but you husbands and wives have all heard of other men who
have done that, right? ☺
So when we say that jubilee forgiveness is about
not punishing the one who offends you, it comes right
down our own street now and right into our house,
doesn’t it? Children and teens can relate to this also—
big time! Listen up, teen-agers.
How about when you find out that someone you
thought was a good friend is telling other lies about
you? That hurts big time, doesn’t it? And so what do
you want to do? You want to get back at them, don’t
you? And we can think of a million ways to get them
back, can’t we?
A teen-aged boy might mutter to himself: Why, I
could put sugar in his gas tank and ruin his car. I could
put limburger cheese under the hood right on his engine block and his car would smell like vomit for a
year. Why I could …
Now with the girls, I understand that there is considerable debate whether it is in middle school or in
high school where girls can be the most cruel to one
another. When a girl gets hurt, the retaliation there is
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sometimes to initiate a social smear campaign. And
with the ubiquity of Twitter and Facebook and similar
internet-based social media, the results can be devastating—to the point where some poor souls have been
driven to suicide!
Remarkably, it is the same childish, spiritually
immature behavior exhibited by President Kennedy
who once said: “Forgive your enemies,... but never
forget their names.”
Well, among the teen-aged girls, the retaliation
takes the form of spreading malicious rumors and innuendo, and it is especially useful if your former
friend had confided a deep secret to you, which if revealed to the rest of the school (or now, to the world)
would really be devastating. That is the equivalent of
the social nuclear bomb.
Let’s say we have a teen-aged girl (let’s call her
Mary) who had been hurt by her supposed best friend
(let’s call her Suzie). In retaliation, Mary might try to
break up the relationship between Suzie and her boyfriend, Bill, by letting Bill know in a roundabout way
that Suzie really likes Michael better than him. Oh,
what sweet revenge for Mary, right? Or so we think,
when we first try to exact revenge. But we don’t really
look upon it as revenge as Christians, do we? Because
we have been taught that to seek revenge is wrong.
And so sometimes we assuage our consciences by
calling it restitution.
I was astonished, shocked and very disappointed
when I once read some Christian material on forgiveness that advised believers that we should always
confront our offenders and demand that they make
restitution to us before we are obliged to forgive them.
Of course, it would be ideal if every person who offended you would confess to you and repent of their
offense. But life experience teaches us that in most
cases, the offender thinks he or she did nothing wrong.
We mistakenly think that revenge is going to
make us feel better. Oh, it might give a momentary
burst of pleasure, but does it settle anything? No, it
usually only escalates the war, doesn’t it? Whether it
is at middle school, high school, at the workplace, in a
marriage or in the ministry, revenge is never the answer.
(Gasp!) Hu-u-u-uh? Did he just say “in the ministry?” Oh yes, I did! Brothers and sisters, never put
ministers on pedestals. They don’t belong there any
more than politicians do. They don’t belong there any
more than you do either. There is no one righteous,
no, not one, says the Bible.
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So yes, there is every bit as much temptation to
unforgiveness in the ministry as there is in other fields
of life. The Christian thing to do is to forgive the offender unconditionally, no matter what field of life we
are talking about.
did.

4. Jubilee forgiveness is not revealing what they

Oh my…! This is a tough one. Because when we
have been hurt by someone, we want other people to
know how we’re hurting, don’t we? However, there is
a fine line to be distinguished here, because the facts
and circumstances of the offense will determine
whether or not something needs to be talked about for
therapeutic reasons.
For example, if a child is molested, if a woman is
raped or battered—in other words, if we are talking
about crimes, then obviously, action needs to be taken.
The victim may absolutely need to consult with a specialist in dealing with the emotional wounding from
such a trauma.
But that is to be distinguished from a person who
has been offended in some manner and then gets on
the phone and tells others about it with the intention or
with the knowledge that it will get spread around the
community and thus damage the reputation and credibility of the offender, that kind of behavior is falling
short of true forgiveness. And what is that, really? Isn’t it the same thing as the teen-aged girl trying to get
revenge that we mentioned earlier? Yes. It is our
means of trying to punish the offender, usurping
God’s right.
5. Jubilee forgiveness is being merciful.
And # 6 (upcoming) is that jubilee forgiveness
exhibits graciousness. People often confuse grace and
mercy. They are closely related but they are not the
same thing. I have not done any studies specifically on
the topic of mercy, but I have presented four audio
lectures on grace.
The first two (CDs #379 & 380) are called Grace
for the Race, which is a reference to Hebrews 12:1
which says: “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is
set before us.” So God gives us grace for the race. The
second set deals specifically with the grace of humility, and that pair is called Grace to the Humble (CDs
#381 & 382).
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The difference between grace and mercy is very
easy to understand. Grace is getting something that
you don’t deserve (that is, favor from God) and mercy
is not getting what you do deserve (that is, judgment
from God). With that understanding we can see how
mercy applies to jubilee forgiveness. When we show
mercy to the one who has offended us, we are allowing him to forego punishment or judgment for his sin.
(Provided that the offense is one in which we have the
authority to allow him to forego punishment.)
This one is somewhat of a re-statement of #3
which is refusing to punish. But there is this side benefit of showing mercy. Again, coming from that great
oration of the Master on the mount when He said in…
Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for
they shall obtain mercy.
Okay, do you and I deserve judgment for anything? I know I do. How would you like to have a “get
out of jail free” card? Do you want to be shown mercy
by the great Judge? Yes? Then be like Him and show
mercy to those who offend you.
Proverbs 11:17 The merciful man doeth good
to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his
own flesh.

6. Jubilee forgiveness is being gracious.
With the definition I gave a minute ago, we know
that to be gracious means to provide others with undeserved favor. You see, in dealing with those who have
offended us, this (graciousness) is going the next step
beyond mercy. Because not only do we not punish
them as they might deserve (according to our viewpoint, right?), but we go beyond that and bless them
with undeserved favor. Mercy is withholding the negative from them; grace is applying the positive to
them. Again, we recall the sermon on the mount,
which has the idea of blessing one’s enemies.

Now listen folks, I know that we are only doing a
cursory exposition on each of these points and that
you probably have a million questions by now, in the
form of “well, what about the case where such and
such…?” I would beg your patience, because this is
not all we have to say on each of these. This is just
foundational. Subsequently, we will explore the subject even deeper. Many of us, both here in the printed
word ministry and on the CD ministry have had much
light given to us, in that we understand our Israel heritage, we understand the sovereignty of God, especially as it applies to Christian universalism. We understand that the laws of God are still in effect, and on
top of all that, God has given most of us to understand
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prophecy to the extent that we recognize the mystery
of Babylon the Great in the modern world and all its
religious, political, financial and legal ramifications.
And I am sure you readers will agree that such light
(understanding) has been a burden. Due to the fact
that the existence of this world-ruling empire is a mystery to the vast majority of people, it naturally becomes frustrating to us when we try to get others to
see it and they simply have not been given that light—
yet. So this knowledge is a burden in that sense, is it
not?
But the point I am heading towards is the idea
that, given all this background that many of us share,
which is over and above what is known by the average
American church-goer today, that we all have the
temptation and tendency to become intolerant and legalistic towards our still-blinded brethren. We have
the tendency to not suffer fools gladly and many of us
have had or (God forbid!) still have a legalistic spirit.
I do not condemn any one of you because, Lord
knows, I have done enough time in the prison of my
own legalistic spirit. I desire mercy and grace, and so I
purpose to do my best to avoid the harshness, the unmercifulness, and the ungraciousness of legalism. As
one man described it, the concept of graciousness towards others is “quite threatening to those of us who
feel that being inflexible for the truth is the ultimate
virtue.”
You see, if we want to be jubilee forgivers, then
graciousness might include holding our tongue about
an offender when it would harm his reputation. Graciousness is the ability to not speak up, even though
what you could say is true. Graciousness is so-o-o difficult for the self-righteous because the self-righteous
person always claims to be standing for “the truth,” no
matter what the cost. (To be continued.)
RESOURCES
Grace for the Race (CDs #379 & 380)
Grace to the Humble (CDs #381 & 382)
$10 per pair plus $5 shipping & processing. The above
lectures are part of a series called Fruits of the Spirit,
Album A-126, 15 CDs $55 ppd.

Feed My Sheep is a part of the teaching ministry of Dr. James
W. Bruggeman and it is sent out freely. However, we reserve the
right to discontinue sending it at any time to any one. The donations and tithes of those who are blest, taught and fed by this
publication make it possible for us to continue in ministry. Gifts
can be

Stone Kingdom Ministries, P.O. Box 5695, Asheville, NC 28813

