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More principles of jubilee forgiveness
Forgiveness, part 7

C

ontinuing from the previous issue, we are examining biblical forgiveness (i.e., jubilee forgiveness)
from the positive side—what it actually entails. In other
words, these are some of the principles of jubilee forgiveness.

oblivious to it.

Concluding with principle #6—Jubilee forgiveness
is being gracious—we noted that graciousness is very
difficult for the self-righteous person because that person always claims to be standing for “the truth,” no
matter what the cost.

Incidentally, this is why jubilee forgiveness does
not require reconciliation with the offender. Because if
complete forgiveness has truly taken hold in our hearts,
then we don’t need to know if our enemy has a willingness to reconcile. If we have truly forgiven, then we
will not be devastated if there is no reconciliation.

7. Jubilee forgiveness is a condition inside our
hearts.
Matthew 12:34 says … for out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaketh.
That has convicted me so many times it isn’t funny.
I have heard myself utter some words and then I stop
and I have said to my friend, or whoever is present,
“uh, why did I say that?”
It might have been something unkind, or thoughtless or insensitive or whatever, and then I realize—uhoh, that is indicating a problem I have in my heart; that
is, in the inmost recesses of my soul, and my subconscious mind. It just pops right out and tells on me. Has
that ever happened to any of you or am I the Lone
Ranger here?
Regarding forgiveness, if we have not totally forgiven someone, our heart will expose us through our
words at some time or another. The key is to become
sensitive to when that happens, because I have observed countless ordinary people’s hearts being manifested through their words and they are completely

I believe it is one of the graces of God that He provides to us to enable us to recognize our fault and thus
to be able to deal with it by forgiveness.

This is also why we can experience jubilee forgiveness concerning someone who has passed on. It is
an inner experience of the heart. The burden is lifted.
The weight is gone. The bitterness, resentment, and anger are released. Freedom in Jesus Christ our Lord. Oh,
what a sweet victory!
There are those who think that you should not forgive someone until they repent first. This is clearly not
what God thinks because if that were the case, then Jesus could not have forgiven his offenders as He hung on
the cross.
Did Jesus speak from the cross and say, “Look, you
guys, you still have a chance here. If you will just confess you were wrong, and tell Me you are sorry, then I
will forgive you.” Jesus would have been waiting a long
time to hear back from them, wouldn’t He?
I mentioned this earlier, but it bears repeating here,
I would imagine that looking at your own experience
that you would agree that the vast majority of those
who offend you either (a) don’t believe they have done
anything wrong, or (b) they would claim that their ac-
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tion against you was justified. And thus jubilee forgiveness does not require any reconciliation at all. It is
strictly an internal work in our own hearts.
8. Jubilee forgiveness manifests in a lack of bitterness.
Once again, we are speaking of our innermost
being here. Bitterness in the soul can manifest in
countless ways, but one of the most obvious is the
attitude that a person has about life in general. I say
this because, as the saying goes, “I have been there;
done that, bought the souvenir T-shirt.”

I have been in numerous gatherings over the years
where the vast majority of attendees are those who
know our Christian Israelite heritage, etc. and who
understand all too well the great political conspiracies
which have been eroding our liberties and our culture.
What I observed is the attitude of anger and bitterness. I think it stems from the offenses that those people perceive they have suffered. You can read it on
their faces. They are sour; they are dour; they are negative, negative, negative.
They seemingly cannot stop themselves from always wanting to talk about how bad things are, what
the bad guys are doing now to erode our liberties, to
raise our taxes or to destroy Christian culture, etc.
Obviously, the offender in such cases is a group, a
nameless, faceless “they.” Did you hear what “they”
did now? Did you hear what “they’re” gonna do with
this new bill in Congress? It’s going to be illegal to
mention Jesus’ name in public” and so forth.
There is a lot of bitterness among people who
have the burden of the knowledge of the mystery of
Babylon the Great. Bitterness perhaps because they
feel they could have accomplished much more, they
could have been wealthier, happier, healthier if only
those evil conspirators of Mystery Babylon had not
made life miserable for us.
As I said, I understand that feeling: been there,
done that. Ate a big piece of bitterness pie. But life
can be a whole lot better—even while under the
wooden yoke of Babylon—life can be better, depending upon how we choose to respond to the taskmaster.
We can change our attitude towards it. Are we
going to be able to reconcile with Mystery, Babylon
the Great? Absolutely not! But…if we feel we have
been offended by the Great Whore system, then we
can practice jubilee forgiveness towards that enemy.
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The anger, bitterness and resentment will be gone,
and the side benefit to it is that we might even get
healthier and happier for it, and who knows, maybe
money will come easier also—not because the Fed
loosened the national money supply, but because our
attitude towards life in general made us a better person
to be around and to do business with.
And of course, we must understand that Mystery
Babylon is upon us because God put it on us. So when
we fight against it, against Whom are we fighting?
Can you forgive God for that?
9. Jubilee forgiveness is all about forgiving God.
The truth of the matter is that for a Christian, all
bitterness is ultimately traceable to a resentment
against God. Many a Christian would be horrified at
that thought, but that is because we naturally suppress
such an idea that we could be angry at God. Why
would we be angry at God, you ask?
Because deep down inside, the Christian knows
and believes that God could have prevented any evil
from happening in our life and so He must be responsible for allowing the devil to bring about all manner
of terrible offenses that happened in our life.
As I related in My Personal Testimony on Forgiveness, which I subtitled Could You Forgive God?,
it was the penultimate question I had to confront in my
own trials with my dad and with the death of our teenaged daughter, Sarah, in 1990. As I have mentioned
many times, my testimony on two CDs are available
from us free for the asking.
As we ponder our own trials, we are reminded of
the old saying that if we look around, we will usually
find someone else whom God has put through an even
greater wringer. Consider the case of Joel Sonnenberg.
I have reproduced the story from the Asheville Citizen
Times on the next page. Joel would have been in his
early 20s when this photo of him testifying in court
was taken in 1998. (FYI, Montreat is a tiny eastern
suburb of Asheville and where Dr. Billy Graham
makes his home.)
This relates to forgiveness on many levels. Rereading the story now causes me to choke up, not only
for the incredible suffering this young man has endured—and which he will endure the rest of his life—
but I am also choked up as I realize the wonderworking power of God’s grace which is so evident in
Joel’s life. Truly it is amazing grace. Please read it. I
hope the printing process of this issue will show clearly the photo of Joel.
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-4Now if forgiving God is the penultimate issue,
then what is the ultimate issue? Well, believe it or not,
it is, in my view, even more difficult than forgiving
God.
10. Jubilee forgiveness includes being able to forgive ourselves.
There have been and certainly will be again situations in your life where you recognize and accept that
your actions have caused a great offense or great pain
in the life of another. In the course of time, the other
person has left no doubt that they have forgiven you.
You have confessed the sin to our Heavenly Father
and you know that He has forgiven you. But yet
somehow and for some reason, the guilt still plagues
you and you just can’t seem to get past this event.
I assert to you that until we can forgive ourselves—no matter what the sin was—until we can
forgive ourselves completely, we will not be able to
experience the joy that God has available for us.
Think about the apostle Paul. He had been Saul, persecutor of Christians, complicit in their executions.
Do you think he might have had a problem forgiving
himself? I think so. But do you think he came to a
point where he did forgive himself? I do.

Having now been introduced to the principles of
jubilee forgiveness, we can now take that information
and learn how to actually put those principles into
practice. We will now learn some specifics on how to
forgive others, how to forgive God and how to forgive
ourselves…totally, and thereby how to experience the
joy of jubilee forgiveness.
From the outset of this series of essays on forgiveness, I have equated true biblical forgiveness with
the term “jubilee forgiveness.” There are two numbers
in Scripture which have come to be associated most
closely with the jubilee: 49 and 50. The number 50
has even come down to us today in what is called a
jubilee wedding anniversary, a feast when a married
couple celebrates their 50th wedding anniversary.
Leviticus 25:8 And thou shalt number seven
sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven
years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years
shall be unto thee forty and nine years.
So there is the number 49. Continuing…
9 Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the
jubile to sound on the tenth day of the seventh
month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the
trumpet sound throughout all your land.
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Here Israel is instructed to blow the trumpet of
jubilee on the 10th day of the 7th month of the 49th
year. The purpose was to announce that in addition to
the 49th year being set aside as a sabbath year, so also
was the 50th year to be set aside. It was the jubilee
year when all debts were cancelled and every man
returned to his family inheritance.
10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and
proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all
the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto
you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family
That is why the number 50 is associated with jubilee, just as the number 49 is. Many Christians miss
this because they don’t understand the Old Testament
context in which Jesus was speaking when He gave
this answer to Peter in Matthew 18.
Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and
said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? till seven times?
22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee,
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
Notice how forgiveness is here related to the law
of sabbaths. Most Christians recognize that keeping
holy the sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments.
But going to church on Sunday is about as far as they
understand its significance. There are others who want
to debate which day is the real sabbath.
I don’t get into those debates because I have
enough material in my files and in my library to make
what seems to be an airtight case for a Saturday sabbath, a Sunday sabbath, a Friday evening to Saturday
evening sabbath, a noon Saturday to noon Sunday sabbath, and a rotating sabbath day, etc. When people ask
me which is correct, I share with them the illustration
that Dr. Howard Rand wrote years ago which shows
the silliness of arguing over it. You can read it at my
website: www.Stone-Kingdom.net. > Articles > Bible
Study Articles > The Sabbath Issue.
(To be continued.)
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