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The Wise and Foolish Virgins: A New Look

A

bsalom and his rebellion are dead. David is heading back to Jerusalem. On the way, he gave rewards to Barzillai who had provided an enormous
amount of food and other necessities when David fled
Jerusalem with a huge number of subjects with him.
David blest Barzillai by blessing Chimham, who was
likely Barzillai’s son.
2 Samuel 19:40 Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him: and all the
people of Judah conducted the king, and also half
the people of Israel.
Previously, I had suggested that David’s crossing
Jordan and then coming back across Jordan was a picture of death and resurrection. Furthermore, we saw a
very certain fulfillment of this type at the first appearing of Christ, and I wondered if there might also be
some applicability to the second appearing of Christ.
The following, well-known parable in the gospel of
Matthew is one in which Christ is unequivocally speaking of His second appearing. He comes as the bridegroom.
Matthew 25:1 Then shall the kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
2 And five of them were wise, and five were
foolish.
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and
took no oil with them:
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with
their lamps.
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
him.
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed
their lamps.
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us
of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in
with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
11 Afterward came also the other virgins,
saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say
unto you, I know you not.
13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
There are some aspects about this parable which
have puzzled me for years. I have read and heard
many interpretations of it and I am not convinced anyone has “nailed it.” Nor am I saying that this is the
one and only way to look at it either. I am setting it
forth as another possible interpretation.
The ten virgins symbolize the northern house of
Israel, the ten-tribed house. But the question immediately arises: then why the split between the five wise
and five foolish? Why not six and four? Why not
seven and three? Looking back at our opening verse
we notice that all of Judah came to welcome the king,
but only “half the people of Israel”, i.e., only five of
the ten tribes. So is it possible that this is a type signi-

-2fying Christ returning at His second advent and finding only half of Christian Israel (five virgins) ready to
meet Him?
One becomes a “virgin” spiritually by faith in
Jesus Christ and water baptism. (See our ten-CD or
tape album on The Laver: Washings, Cleansings, Baptisms, Circumcision. SKM code A-106: $33 ppd.) The
parable calls all ten of them virgins, so we conclude
that all ten were “saved” Christians. But I would suggest that the five foolish virgins were those who are
pausing on the path to complete salvation. They have
stopped on the path because they have been mistaught to think that where they are at spiritually is all
there is. In other words, one should “get saved” and
that’s all there is to it, except to try to “save” others
from the flames of hell as well.
The diagram on page 3 is from our series of four
albums of CDs or tapes, The Tabernacle in the Wilderness Series (A-105, A-106, A-107, A-108), specifically from A-108, The Holy of Holies, 6 CDs/tapes;
$20 ppd. For the sake of those new to the concepts in
the chart, we will review it very briefly, and only as it
pertains to the current discussion. We all begin in
spiritual Outer Darkness. Jesus is the only way in; he
is the gate. The Outer Court is where we are stage one
Christians. We are justified by faith. The brazen altar
signifies our accepting Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins.
Some brothers and sisters stop at this point, thinking
that is all there is. It is “only-believe-ism.”
Most go on to the laver; i.e., they submit to water baptism. But these brethren stop there because they
think that where they are at is all there is. They never
enter into the Holy Place. The way in to the Holy
Place is narrower than the way into the Outer Court.
In the Holy Place is where five of the virgins get the
oil of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Place is where the
Christian learns to hear God’s voice. Now a moment
of levity: In our lengthy study of the tabernacle and all
its accoutrements, we learned that the oil in the lamps
in the Holy Place was olive oil. Do you suppose that it
was extra virgin olive oil?
The Outer Court symbolizes the salvation of our
spirit; the Holy Place represents the salvation of our
soul, which is a process. And of course, no one goes
into the Holy of Holies permanently until we cross
Jordan (death) and are resurrected, and that event will
be the salvation of our body, because we inherit an
immortal and incorruptible body.
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So in summary, the five foolish virgins symbolize about half of all Christian Israel. They come to
know Christ, but only on a very superficial level. They
think stage one is all there is. Some do not even progress to the laver (water baptism). Whereas those who
have oil in their lamps are those who are already in the
Holy Place when the bridegroom comes. Therefore,
when He arrives, they are ready to go into the Holy of
Holies (to be translated into immortal bodies). I offer
that interpretation to you as just something to ponder.
Back to the historical record… We saw that half
of Israel was there to meet David. A short time later,
the five foolish virgins show up, because now it says
“all”. And they immediately start bickering.
2 Samuel 19:41 And, behold, all the men of
Israel came to the king, and said unto the king,
Why have our brethren the men of Judah stolen
thee away, and have brought the king, and his
household, and all David’s men with him, over Jordan?
42 And all the men of Judah answered the
men of Israel, Because the king is near of kin to us:
wherefore then be ye angry for this matter? have
we eaten at all of the king’s cost? or hath he given
us any gift?
43 And the men of Israel answered the men
of Judah, and said, We have ten parts in the king,
and we have also more right in David than ye: why
then did ye despise us, that our advice should not
be first had in bringing back our king? And the
words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the
words of the men of Israel.
This could be typical of several things, but at
least one scene in the New Testament comes immediately to mind. Remember, the type is that there is an
argument between Israel and Judah, what would later
be the ten tribes vs. the two, but now concerning who
has the greater privilege to be closest to King David as
he comes back into his kingdom. In Matthew, chapter
20, we find some rancorous disputing and indignation
about who gets to be closer to Jesus when He comes
into His kingdom.
Matthew 20:20 Then came to him the mother
of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping
him, and desiring a certain thing of him.
Her two sons, of course, were the apostles James
and John, nicknamed, the Sons of Thunder.
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Salvation is a Three-Phase Process
1 Thess. 5:23 … and I
pray God your whole
spirit and soul and
body be preserved
blameless unto the
coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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-421 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She
saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may
sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the
left, in thy kingdom.
You see the parallel? What was she asking? ...That James and John be granted the privilege of
being closest to the King in his kingdom.
22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not
what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I
shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism
that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We
are able.
23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink
indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right
hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of
my Father.
24 And when the ten heard it, they were
moved with indignation against the two brethren.
There we have the ten and two division again,
played out on a personal level among the 12 apostles.
But this bickering has also played out for hundreds of
years on the corporate level among the various divisions of Christianity.
From the time of the Acts of the Apostles, where
they bragged “I am of Paul,” or “I follow Apollos” to
the split between the Eastern and Western churches
about a millennium later, to the split between the Roman church and the Protestants about a halfmillennium after that. It goes on even (especially) today as we have 1,200+ denominations. The Baptists
brag that their church goes back to 33 A.D. The Methodists counter-claim that does not matter, seeing that
their doctrine is false, which causes the Presbyterians
to shout “likewise” to the Methodists. Of course, the
papists still claiming that no one will be in heaven
except Roman Catholics because theirs is the “only
true church,” and on and on ad infinitum.
Every denomination has erected doctrinal walls
around their flock and threatens them with being excluded from being with Jesus in the kingdom unless
they toe the line to their particular traditions and interpretations of Scripture. One of the brothers in our Atlanta fellowship told me that one day he got to talking
with a stranger a little bit about religion and the person
asked him what denomination he was. Our brother—
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being a tactful person—told me that he simply replied
that he was non-denominational, but that he was very
strongly tempted to say he was “denomination-free.” I
have a hunch that when we all see Jesus in the kingdom, that some hard-nosed denominationalists are
going to be very surprised to see who is there. Because after all, having 100 percent perfect doctrine is
not a requirement for being in the kingdom, but love
is: loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself.
In wrapping up the past several issues, we have
seen Joab continue in his own brand of a Saul-like
character. With his brother, Abishai, he was not only
ready, but eager to wield the sword [hear his snarling
voice] to enforce the law, the letter of the law.
David on the other hand, although not anti-law,
had a heart for mercy. And even though his own motives may not have been totally and always pure—
there were his political considerations, or so he justified—nonetheless, his amnesty of everyone for the
time being is a type of universal reconciliation (which
subject is expounded in voluminous detail in our fouralbum set: A-101, -102, -103, -104). As all believers
in true universal reconciliation understand quite well,
one has to be given a heart of forgiveness and mercy
before one can receive the truth of universal reconciliation. A person possessed of malice or revenge
cannot perceive universal reconciliation. (E.g., Jonah.)
Nor can any person with a Jonah attitude. You
know what a Jonah attitude is, don’t you? It was when
Jonah was first commanded to go and preach repentance to Israel’s enemies, the Assyrians in Nineveh,
and he was angry about it and refused to go. Why?
Because the Assyrians were the bad guys and Jonah
did not want to see the bad guys converted. But once
God caused Jonah to become ambergris (look it up,
yuk!) Jonah himself was converted to a universalist.
There is a lot of Jonah’s old attitude in the Christian
Israel circles today, but I am pleased to say that our
work is having a serious impact.
And by “our” I mean all of us who teach the
really good news of universal reconciliation. Our universalism is not the any-religion-will-get-you-there
universalism. It is not the liberal, socialist universalism of the Unitarian Universalists. We teach true
Christian, Biblical universalism. My hope and prayer
is that someday everyone will see it, and I know that
prayer is going to be answered. God speed the day!
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Feed My Sheep is a part of the teaching ministry of
James W. Bruggeman and is sent out freely. We reserve the right to discontinue sending it at any time to
any one. The tithes and gifts of those who are fed by
this publication make it possible for us to continue in
ministry. Gifts may be sent to P.O. Box 5695, Asheville, NC 28813. Thank you for your support.
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