Charcoal Labrador Retrievers: Purebred or Imposter?
Olivia Price, MHA, CTRS, LRT
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CHARCOAL LABRADOR RETRIEVERS are a striking and unique variation
of the traditional labrador breed, distinguished by their dark, smoky-gray
coats. Charcoal labs are considered a subtype of SILVER labradors, which
derive their unique coloring from a RECESSIVE DILUTION GENE that
lightens the typical black coat to varying shades of silver or gray. The result
is a labrador with a dark charcoal color that stands out from the standard
black, yellow, and chocolate labs. This dilution gene is naturally occurring
within the labrador retriever gene pool, though its rarity contributes to the
MYSTIQUE and beauty of charcoal labs. Their coats can range from a
deep, almost black gray to a lighter smoky hue, often with a METALLIC
sheen that catches the light in an eye-catching way.
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What breed of dog are we talking about? CHARCOAL LABRADOR
RETRIEVER

Charcoal labs are considered a subtype of what other kind of labrador?
SILVER

Where does their unique coloring come from? RECESSIVE DILUTION
GENE

What's one color/type of standard lab”? BLACK, YELLOW, CHOCOLATE
Tell me another breed of dog. GERMAN SHEPHERD, GOLDEN
RETRIEVER, DALMATIAN, ETC

If you were able to get any type of pet, what would it be and why?
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Despite their beauty, charcoal labs are at the center of a long-standing
CONTROVERSY within the dog-breeding community. Some critics argue
that the dilute coat colors seen in Charcoal, Silver, and CHAMPAGNE labs
are a result of crossbreeding with WEIMARANERS, a breed known for its
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similar silvery-gray coat. This argument has led to the belief that Charcoal
Labradors are not purebred. However, genetic testing and research have
shown that the dilute gene responsible for these colors can occur naturally
in Labradors without the influence of other breeds. The AMERICAN
KENNEL CLUB (AKC) acknowledges dilute-colored Labs as purebred and
registers charcoal labradors under the black category, regardless of their
distinct coloring. While this has appeased many in the breeding community,
the debate over their LEGITIMACY continues to persist.

Spell: COMMUNITY CATEGORY GENETIC
Charcoal labs are at the center of a long-standing
CONTROVERSY

SILVER,
CHAMPAGNE
Critics believe charcoal labs are a result of crossbreeding between what
other dog breed? WEIMARANERS
What does the acronym AKC stand for? AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
What color category are charcoal labs registered under? BLACK
Name a type of dog breed that doesn’t shed. POODLES, BICHON FRISE,
MALTESE, ETC

Question Type Key
KNOWN - - PRIOR KNOWLEDGE - MATH - OPEN - VAKT

4

BRAINZ2

THERAPY



When it comes to TEMPERAMENT and PERSONALITY, charcoal labs are
just like any other labrador retriever. They are known for their friendly,
gentle, and outgoing nature, making them one of the most beloved breeds.
They are a great choice for families, therapy, and service work. Like their
yellow, black, and chocolate counterparts, charcoal labs are incredibly loyal
and affectionate. They thrive on human COMPANIONSHIP and are great
with children and other pets, making them excellent family dogs. Their
intelligence and eagerness to please make them highly trainable, which is
why they often excel in obedience training and various dog sports, such as
DOCK DIVING. Whether they’re in the backyard playing fetch, going for a
swim, or accompanying their owners on long walks, charcoal labs are
energetic and adaptable companions.

Spell: BELOVED THERAPY FETCH

TEMPERAMENT, PERSONALITY

What do charcoal labs thrive on? Human . COMPANIONSHIP
What type of dog sport did | mention? DOCK DIVING

What’s another activity a dog can do that wasn’t mentioned?
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What's another type of animal that would make a good service animal?

The controversy over their coat color hasn’t diminished the popularity of
charcoal labs among dog owners, who are drawn to both their appearance
and their traditional Labrador traits. Many owners love the unique look of
their dogs, and ethical breeders who prioritize health and temperament are
producing these dogs in response to growing demand. It's important to
remember, however, that the appeal of a Labrador should always extend
beyond coat color, focusing on the dog’s overall health, temperament, and
suitability for the owner’s lifestyle. Reputable breeders will screen for
genetic health issues common in Labradors, such as HIP DYSPLASIA and
PROGRESSIVE RETINAL ATROPHY (PRA), ensuring that the dogs they
produce, regardless of color, are healthy and well-suited to family life.

Spell: PRODUCE RESPONSE LIFESTYLE

HIP
DYSPLASIA, PROGRESSIVE RETINAL ATROPHY
What does the R stand for in PRA? RETINAL
APPEARANCE,
TRADITIONAL TRAITS
HEALTH,
TEMPERAMENT

Name another type of health issue that can occur in dogs.
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One of the greatest strengths of charcoal labradors, like all labs, is their
VERSATILITY. They are commonly found working as therapy dogs, guide
dogs for the blind, and search-and-rescue dogs due to their high
intelligence, strong work ethic, and trainability. Charcoal Labs have the
same physical and mental capabilities as any other Labrador, excelling in
environments that require problem-solving, patience, and endurance. Their
natural retrieving instincts also make them excellent hunting companions,
particularly in WATERFOWL HUNTING (the practice of hunting ducks and
geese in wetland areas), as they are strong swimmers with a keen sense of
smell. Whether in service roles, working alongside law enforcement, or
simply being a family companion, charcoal labs are versatile and capable.

Spell: COMPANION ETHIC STRENGTH
One of the greatest strengths of labs is their . VERSATILITY
THERAPY DOGS,
GUIDE DOGS, SEARCH AND RESCUE DOGS
INTELLIGENCE,
STRONG WORK ETHIC, TRAINABILITY
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What kind of hunting mentioned involves hunting ducks and geese?
WATERFOWL

PROBLEM SOLVING,
PATIENCE, ENDURANCE
What other type of hunting could labradors help with?

Ultimately, while the DEBATE over charcoal labradors' coat color may
continue in some circles, it doesn’t lessen their status as exceptional dogs.
They carry all the HALLMARK, or indicator, traits of labrador retrievers,
from their loyal and loving nature to their athleticism and intelligence. For
many, the unique coloring of a charcoal lab is simply an added bonus to
owning one of the most beloved and trusted breeds in the world. As long as
prospective owners prioritize temperament, health, and responsible
breeding practices, charcoal labs can be wonderful additions to any family
or working environment.

Spell: NATURE BONUS ADDITION
Give me a synonym for hallmark. INDICATOR
LOYAL, LOVING,
ATHLETICISM, INTELLIGENCE
TEMPERAMENT, HEALTH,
RESPONSIBLE BREEDING PRACTICES
What could be possible pros and cons of owning a charcoal lab?
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