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Judy Edsall

We've had controversy en the
cost ef living and revolution over
the cost of dying. Now it cemes
time ta worry about the cost of
just surviving the bills for sur-
viving.

A friend of ours, Murphy the
Teamster jack of all trades,
called us from his hospital room
at Southern Nevada Memorial
Sunday. Murph and the guy in
the next bed, Mr. Jacqua, had
a bill they wanted to read.

It seems that Mr. Jacqua and
his son were in an automebile
accident. Lawmen called an
ambulance service that has a
city contract. The boy rode in
the front seat. Mr. Jacqua oc-
cupied the slab in the back.

Bui it was Mrs. Jacqua who
had the relapse. She got the bill.
It read, $33 for father, $33 for
gon for the ride; and $5 for the
red light for Dad; and $5 for the
red light for son; and $6 for the
siren for Dad; and $6 for the
son’s use of the siren.

Wailed Mrs. Jacqua, “I've got
great lungs and for that next
time ¥l run ahead,and yell.”

The horn blows at Midnight.
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Cabbie Abe Prote assays the
proposed taxieab rate increase
would cost the dealer who takes
the roller coaster ride from the
heights to Casino Center each
day about 20 to 40 cents more.

Checker Cab has proposed a
continuously live meter—that is
it does not stop for lights, traf-
fic tieups and other inconven-
iences.

1t also proposed a $6-per-hour
waiting time; a 60 cent drop in
the meter for the first fifth of
a mile; and 10 cents for each
additional fifth of a mile trav-
eled.

At present the rate is 50 cents
for the first quarter mile and
10 cents for each additional
woricr of a mle; a $4 per hour
waiting time; and no live meter.

Some cabbies are more wor-
ried about the tips. The last

rate increase made the average
trip about 90 cents. So you
throw the cabbie a buck and
Tun.

The new increase will wipe

out some more tips, according
to some drivers.

Some would say there is
noth'ng funny about a $200,000
personal injury suif. But even
Judge Clarence Sundean Jaughed
recenily when a jurer told the
most longwinded aticrney of
record:

“Nah, T didn’t hear your ques-
tions for these other guys. I
was asleep most of the time.”

After two days of jury selec-
tion the longwinded defense at-
torney finally accepted the last
juror. Just as the couri room
heaved a sigh there was an
omnipotent clap of thunder ever
the Court House.

There’s been a lot of high did-
dle diddle going on n West
Las Vegas. =
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California ‘Refugee’ Has 30-Year
Lease to Revive Sutro Tunnel

Editor’s Note: Former SUN
Sports Editor Ross Tucker is
currently in Reno attending
the University of Nevada and
completing work on a master’s
degree with a minor in history.
Following is an intimate ac-
count of his visit to an out-
eof-the-way spot which played
a major role in the early

gy

Unusual early photo of
Adolph Sutro was taken in
London where Sutro had

try in the assembly race had
the wires hot.

Mullen is supposed i¢ have
told some West Las Vegas poli-
ticians, “Get with it and en-
dorse one guy or I'm gonna jump
in and run you all out.”

Rumors about Moon, coupled
with the jarring claiter of old
alliances coming unglued, can
be a sign that West Last Vegas
voters can finally find true
harmeny.

It can also be a dirge.

The little dog Jaughs to see
such fun.

Laugh of the week: The Fa'r
and Recreation Board suddenly
found a $500,000 surplus the
boys had overlooked.

2 VRSV,

INDEX

Art and Artists .....c.. .o RO S 19

Book RevView .....icccecacann

Escape to Adventure ........cccccovcceecnes
File- 33 o . ovae R L e e oy a1
SPOTES O - TV i v G e s SR

gone to raise British back-
ing for his Tunnel venture.
He looks somewhat out of
place with posed backdrop

history of this state — the
Sutre Tunnel.)
By ROSS TUCKER

Part of that grand old lady
of the Comstock Lode isn’t dead
— not yet, anyway.

Nestled only a stone’s throw
(downhill) from its gawdy
counterpart — Virginia City —
lies the almost slumbering
hamlet of Sutro and its most
fabulous attracion: the Sutro
Tunnel. Under the guidance of
Robin Larsson, a 36-year-old
“refugee” from Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, who has taken out a
30-year lease, the Sutro Tunnel
area may yet have some of its
golden past revived.

Larsson, who enjoys dabbling
in art, is really a sort of throw-
back to Adolph Heinrich Joseph
Sutro, a rugged individualist
of the 19th century, whose last-
ing fame has to be the Sutre
Tunnel, which, despite its
decay in the last 14 years (no
one has been able to make the

‘trip from the Tunnel mouth to

Virginia City since 1952, and
that only because of severe
weather conditions which clog-
ged main roads, according to
Larsson), stands as one of
man’s Supreme engineering

and polished shoes. This
picture, taken when Sutro
was 39, fails to detract
from the fact that one of
Nevada’s pioneer promot-
ers was strong, stocky and
beginning to turn gray.

in Larsson looks over his

triumphs of the 19th or any
other century.

Don’t count on reaching the

Tunnel if you're touring be-
tween 90-100 mile per hour on
Highway 50 and going east
from Carson City, the state
capital. The turnoff signs are

TR

collection of bottles and bric-a-brac inside Sutre Sa-

small and must be observed
closely. The turnoff is three
miles from Dayton via one of
two dirt roads and the Tunnel
location is exactly one mile
after that. Dayton, a former
county seat of Lyon County, is
approximately 11 miles from
Carson City.

Larsson, who frankly admits
he was tired of big city routine
and entranced with the history
behind the Sutro Tunnel, has
been laboring at the Sutro Tun-
nel site for the past four years.
‘“After investigating Sutre’s
Jife, T sort of get the feeling
that he lived in an era (1830-
1898) when a man could succeed
on his qualifications alone,
regardless of his background.
This is one of the things I'm
trying to do here and now,”
Larsson said.

There is only one major 0b-
stacle. standing in Larsson's
way at the present time —
money — something which, no
doubt, would have brought 2
keen glint of understanding to
the eye of Adolph Sutre, who
made and lost millions during
his 68 years. o

While Larsson’s work of res-
toration has been slow, it has,
in his words, “been a labor of
love.” Larsson has remodeled a
former warehouse into a saloon
(“we get a number of custom-
ers who like this uncluttered
version of the Old West”), a
foreman’s shack into am art

(Continued on Page 15)

~astored former warehouse on property adjacent to Tunnel.
(All photos through courtesy of Nevada Historical Society) : 2

Sunday, July 3, 1966

L. A



On July 4

Untimely Death of Rex Bell in Midst
Of 1962 Governor’s Race Recalled

By ED ONCKEN
SCENE Editor

Many Nevadans fomorrow
will take time out from their
Fourth of July festivities to
recall sadly that Independence
Day was marked four years
ago by the untimely death of
Lieutenant Governor Rex Bell.
The popular former film cow-

boy star had spent most of the
day at a Las Vegas political
rally at Twin Lakes, furthering
his candidacy for Governor on
the Republican ticket, and in-
troducing little - known Paul
Laxalt, who was expected fo be
Bell’s running mate after the
September primary election.

But tragedy struck that eve-
ning, and Bell, 58, was felled by
a heart attack and died instant-
ly. -

Aside from the feeling of grief
among Bell’s many thousands of
friends, Nevada’s GOP was
thrown into total confusion, for
the deadline for declanation of
candidacy was only two weeks
away.

Laxalt at once declined ap-
peals to take Bell's place as
his party’s standard-bearer. So
did former Nevada Congress-

In the gubernatorial campaign that followed Rex

man Clifton Young, a Reno at-
torney. Others of less statewide
stature were briefly mentioned
and their names discarded by
frantic Republican leaders.

Because Bell was well-known
statewide and had been a 20-
year resident of Clark county,
he was given an excellent
chance to unseat Governor
Grant Sawyer. Party leaders felt
their only hope without Bell
would be to get behind a Clark
county Republican.

One of the few GOPsters who
had achieved success at the
polls, although as a non-partisan,
was Mayor Oran Gragson, He
consented to seek the nomina-
tion at the behest of statewide
Republicans.

However, it was not fto be
without a battle, SUN Publisher
Hank Greenspun, feeling that
Gragson was not  sufficiently
known elsewhere in the state,
himself filed for the nomination.

If he didn’t know it before,
Greenspun was soon to discover
that most Nevada Republicans
are far removed in philosophy
from the liberal GOP supporters
of New York Mayor Fiorello La

(Continued on Page 20)

Bell’s death, Governor Grant Sawyer won easily..
He is pictured here after the scars of battle healed,

with SUN Publisher Hank Greenspun, who became

a Republican candidate after Bell died.

Sunday, July 3, 1966

Last photo of the late Lt.
Gov. Rex Bell was taken
at Republican Fourth of
July rally in 1962, at Twin
Lakes Park, a few hours
before he was stricken
with a fatal heart attack.
A candidate for governor,
Bell was busy iniroducing
his potential running mate,
Paul Laxalt, to Las Vegas
party faithful,

As the GOP candidate nom-
inated after Bell’s death,
Las Vegas Mayor Oran
Gragson tried hard but
was not well enough known
in  Nevada’s Republican
strongholds,
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BRITISH LODK
100% Cotton
Wide Wale Corduroy
In Blue & Olive
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