About one hundred years

ago a man with a dream

- emerged from the twisting
depth of Six Mile Canyon, stood

with his back to the Carson
River and looked back at a
barren hillside thatlaybetween
him and Virginia City. His
name was Adolph ‘Sutro and he
had a dream of conquest

conquest of an engineering pro-

‘blem that baffled experts.

The problem was how to

~ drain the boiling waters from

the shafts and tunnels;- hun-
dreds of miles of borings in

_ the mineral-laden veins known
~ throughout the world as the
- Comstock Lode. In his mind

Sutro had carried the answer,

_ but to get others to see it and

to invest money in it - was
another matter, A vislonary,

_raa dreamer, they called him,
~ But Sutro persisted, s

Finally in 1869 sufflcient

‘capital was forthcommg o

start, and the tunnel was} egun.

- Nine years later itwas fmishedr
and from it emerged water,

=

- waste rock, and ore', from many.
mines that interlaced the Com— -
_stock Lode. But in not too

many years, the water began
to flood *into the working

BELOW the level of the Sutro -

tunnel and the ore above petered
out and the five million
dollars the tunnel cost and the
millions that came from the

_ Comstock became a common
denominator - a LOST CAUSE,
The bubble burst, the hevday'ii

was over,

‘For years the tunnel lay
neglected, - caved in and
_abandoned; the stamp mill lay:

neglected and its machmery

rusted and its building weath-

ered. The rams and snows fill
on less- and less of man’s
work and the town of Sutro
which spread out_on the sage-

covered flats below the tunnel

mouth, seemed virtually to melt

- _into the rocky earth. and d;s-‘

uﬁ'nel entrance and thewtute-

fronted tunnel itself with its

. LIGHTS AND SHADOWS reveal what the inside of the
Sutro storehouse was like when Robin Larson first
- _ Sunlight laid a chiaroscuro across the’
rough plank floorvand dappled the

conceived and ‘bnilt'tﬁe t'uhn’él"
Beth Larso

goal and overcome
to gain it.

- deteriorating - facade =~ re-
mained as mute testimony that
Adolph Sutro had 3

Vanddls strmpe th?stown of
all that re emai ~and made

Aﬁstdunch supporter of the
move to make the tunnel site
a state park was Robia Lacson
of Berkeley, €alif,, a writer-
artist-photographer, who has
deepseated eoncern for the pre-
servation of anything with hist
orical = value and particu-
larly such thmcs as belong to
itage of a people.

would conie that he moved
one of the houses near the tunne

mouth and began cleaning up
the area, He had then no elee=
tricity or heat, but this proved
no deterrent to Robin Larson.
He had the pI
ther Adolph
has, .
For Rob
there. Caret
he is still

Larsm is ‘still
r the Site,

- The Sutro stamp mill
~which reduced the ore coming
from the tunnel during construc-
Larson took this
photo and the one below it with
infra-red film.
the stamp  mill
stored - if ever again ore came
from the Comstock. CENTER -
ic = entrance - sun-and-
wind=worn pianks,
patina of age andexposure, mark
the entrance to the “saloon?’?,
BELOW - Still rough andready -
the storehouse,
a combination museum of the .
Sutro epic andl\evada’s pioneer
and a bar where
Lal;son can whip up a potable
for a thirsty visitor. Conver-
sation pieces abound and each has
if youw’re curious
Robin Larson can give you in-
,formatlon aleng with refresh-

He claims that

now roofed, is

a history -

rabilia of the 'Sutrousi,te' andf

‘other spots in Nevada.

To this collectlon he even-

tually added ‘an ice chest and
refrlgerator and a small stock
- Of potables and added a sign
- outside the door which said

“Saloon’’ ~ and became abusi-
ness man to add a source of
income sinece the state paid him
no salary. His cleaning up

_of'the bottles, cans and general

litter which blanketed the area
has been a slow and nor-paying
process through the years. The
small income from his rustic
bar helps pay his way and to-

day, the site begins to look
less abandoned and neglected.

I’s off the main line of
traffic but there is a sign just
north of:Dayton and a dirt road
leading to the tuanel area and
over: it a few people drift in
each day - tourists and local
residents “alike. And those
who can, return often beacuse,
Robin Larson has the type of

personality to atiract people
back - and it is not the site

alone “which draws visitors.
- Larson works at the clean-

up and preservation of the site,
does some writing, sketching,
“and some photography - and
- waits,  He has crawled far

back into the caved-in tunnel

_which is pretty eerie - and

dangerous -~ for a may a'one =

and waits, He adds te his
collectiont of relics from tims

to tima - and waits,

Some day, he s'us, Sutrof'

Tunnel w111 become a state

park, an historic shrine, to -

commemorate the tenacity
of the maa who built it. And
when that day comes, another
man of tenacious spirit will
probably be in a large sense

obin Larson.

could be re-

wearing the.

respousible - a man named

¢




