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Pastor al L et
Rev. Mathew George M.

Dear KMC Family,

What a joy it is to greet each on
CHRI STMAS! El even months of Godoés f
through this year. What a joy, what a privilege to be His children even
as we walk in His light in this dark and dreary world. We have plans and
programs to proclaim his Love in this season as we walk in His ways
and do His will. What an eventful month ahead: The Choir Christmas
program, the Carol rounds, the Children's program, MMF & WSCS
Christ mas Fell owshi p, S e n-together, @at t i z
forgetting the seasonds programs ri
more. It is a celebration time! It is a joyous season around the world.

The name of the Celebration has been changed in many countries,
"Holiday Season", "Santa Clause Sea
etc. The reason for this season is only one: He is Jesus Christ.
Sometimes in our excitement of doing everything that seems to make

us happy, we miss out the very person who we need to be excited

about. Carols, Dramas, Skits and what not, but do we know the person

who came as a sacrifice?

Let's look at Ephesians 5:112 , AiTherefore be i mit
beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and
gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant
aroma. 0 Godoés | ove was demonstratec
Son for us to be a sacrifice that
Cost of His love and God the Father was pleased with this act of self
sacrificing. Quoting the verses of
greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell. It goes beyond the highest
star and reaches to the lowest hell. Could we with ink the ocean fill
(because) to write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry. Nor
could the scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky.

This is the Love that was demonstrated by God as He sent His Son
to born of a Virgin in a humble manger and to live a sinless life and be
the sacrifice for us that we would have salvation and eternal life. What a
great love! "God's greatest attribute is not his power, though it is
omniscience; not His glory, though it is burning majesty: it is His love."
says Al Bryant.

The gifts that we give are usually expressions of love.That 6 s why

try to make our gifts at Christmas particulary. They 6 r e an at
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show someone that we care about them and we want to give physical
expression to that in something that we hope they will love and
enjoy. So at best, our gift giving is a display of love. A perfect

Christmas gift that is infallible,
communicates perfect love and is not
mingled at all with sorrow or loss, but
brings true joy and profound
satisfaction to the hearts of all who
receive it. John 3: 16 sb
loved the world, that He gave His
only Son, that whoever believes in

((‘)Ther efore be i
God, as beloved children; and
walk in love, just as Christ
also loved you, and gave
Himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God as a
fragrant arom

it a

him should not perish but have

Ephesians 5:1-2

\_

From a group of 12 disciples, today the followers of Christ are about
2.3 Billion people, who are a One Catholic Church (Universal Church as
in the Apostle Creed) that has been built on this great LOVE by one
person whobés embodi ment is | ove
His life and ministry. We are part of KMC today only because of that
love which was demonstrated by God the Father. This love is captured
in Rom 8:38-3 9 , oOFor | am persuaded, t
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the | ove of God,

God is calling us to display this love always and in this season in
particular. 1 John 4:19, "We love him, because he first loved us." And
this Love builds the Church. Though we have our differences and own
i deas, Godds | ove enables is |iv
God is calling us to show this love in this loveless world. How will we do
this Season? We can share the Love of God by visiting people in their
homes, inviting them for our programs and helping the poor and needy
by our giving. When you realize that you are deeply loved by God, it
enables you to love deeply. God gave his greatest gift to us on that
first Christmas day; the wonder of it always guides and lights your way.

eternal |l i fe. O

hat

w |

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope and the peace of
His love at Christmas and always. May joy be your gift at Christmas with
Faith, Hope and Love your treasures in this Season. Wishing you all a
blessed Christ Centered Christmas and Joyous New Year 2020!

In His service
Rev. Mathew George M.
(On behalf of the Pastoral Team)
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Praise God

9 Praise God for all the blessings that he has bestowed upon
KMC family for the past eleven months.

9 Praise God for keeping us safe and sound as the Church.

9 Praise God for enabling all the wings and the ministries of the
Church. It was very encouraging and refreshing spiritually for
all of us in the past months. We will continue to pray for wings
so that we can start operations refreshed, in the New Year.

Remember and Pray

8§ Pray for our Bishop N.L. Karkare and Madam Kamal Karkare
for their Episcopal leadership to BRC.

8 Pray for Conference Officers, Executive Secretary, Treasurer,
Executive Director, with our Bangalore District Superintendent
Rev. Sebastian Ravi Kumar, Preachers, Deaconesses,
Evangelists, and Heads of Institutions and their families.

§ Pray for our Senior Pastor, the Pastoral team of KMC, their
pulpit ministry, health and their families.

§ Pray for the Pastorate Committee members and their
leadership.

§ Pray for the safe revamp of the Electrical Work at the Church
premises.

§ Continue to pray for the wings of the church, Senior
Citizens, MMF, WSCS, Sunday School, MYF and YAF.

§ Pray for those who are sick and are admitted in the
hospitals.

§ Pray for the Land Purchase for the Sarjapur Road Methodist
Church.

§ Pray for all the programs planned for the month of
November as the Pastoral Team has focused to teach the
Church about t Aransformirgdur hefrts fwith the
LoveofGod 6 and its impact upon the Chur

8§ Pray for those who are not able come to Church.

§ Pray for those who are not part of any wings of the Church.

IN TOUCH| Dec 2019 6



Hmw Rm Rfc U

Isaac Watts (17 July 1674 7 25 November 1748) was
an hymn writer, theologian, and logician. He was a
prolific and popular hymn writer and is credited with
some 750 hymns. He is recognized as the "Godfather
of English Hymnody"; many of his hymns remain in
use today and have been translated into numerous
languages.

Watts was born in Southampton, England in 1674 and
was brought up in the home of a committed
religious non-conformist. His father, also Isaac Watts,
had been incarcerated twice for his views. Watts had a
classical education at King Edward VI School, Southampton. Watts could
not attend Oxford or Cambridge because he was a non-conformist and
these universities were restricted to Anglicansdas were government
positions at the time. He went to the Dissenting Academy at Stoke
Newington in 1690. Much of the remainder of his life centered on that
village, which is now part of Inner London.

Following his education, Watts was called as Pastor of a large
independent chapel in London, Mark Lane Congregational Chapel, where
he helped train preachers, despite his poor health. He held religious
opinions that were more nondenominational or ecumenical than was
common for a nonconformist Congregationalist. He had a greater interest in
promoting education and scholarship than preaching for any particular sect.

Watts took work as a private tutor and lived with the non-conformist
Hartopp family at Fleetwood House on Church Street in Stoke Newington.
Through them, he became acquainted with their immediate neighbours
Sir Thomas Abney and Lady Mary. He eventually lived for a total of 36
years in the Abney household. Upon the death of Sir Thomas Abney in
1722, his widow Lady Mary and her unmarried daughter Elizabeth moved
all her household to Abney House from Hertfordshire, and she invited
Watts to continue with them. He patrticularly enjoyed the grounds atAbney
Park and he often sought inspiration there for the many books and hymns
that he wrote.

Watts lived at Abney Hall in Stoke Newington until his death in 1748. He
was buried in Bunhill Fields. He left an extensive legacy of hymns,
treatises, educational works, and essays. His work was influential amongst
non-conformist independents and religious revivalists of the 18th century,
such as Philip Doddridge, who dedicated his best-known work to Watts.

The words of the hymn AJdPgalm98, 9&lhie wo
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12 and Genesis 3:17118. The song was first published in 1719 in Watts'
collection 7he Psalms of David: Imitated in the language of the New
Testament, and applied to the Christian state and worship The paraphrase
is Watts' Christological interpretation. Consequently, he does not
emphasize with equal weight the various themes of Psalm 98. In stanzas 1
and 2, Watts writes of heaven and earth rejoicing at the coming of the King.
An interlude that depends more on Watts' interpretation than the psalm
text, stanza 3 speaks of Christ's blessings extending victoriously over the
realm of sin. The cheerful repetition of the nonpsalm phrase "far as the
curse is found" has caused this stanza to be omitted from some hymnals.
But the line makes joyful sense when understood from the New Testament
eyes through which Watts interprets the psalm. Stanza 4 celebrates
Christ's rule over the nations. The nations are called to celebrate because
God's faithfulness to the house of Israel has brought salvation to the world.

The tune usually used today is from an 1848 edition by Lowell
Mason for The National Psalmist (Boston, 1848). Mason was by that time
an accomplished and well-known composer and arranger, having
composed tunes such as Bethany, which was used for the hymn Nearer My
God to Thee. The name of this tune was given as Antioch, and was
attributed as being "From Handel". A very similar arrangement of the tune
to today's arrangement, and also with the presentday lyrics, was published
in Mason's 1839 book 7he Modern Psalmist. 1t was also titled Antioch and
attributed to Handel.

Moreover, several tunes have been found from the early 1830s closely
resembling that of Antioch, the earliest of which was published in 1832
under the title "Comfort" (possibly as a nod to Handel's Comfort ye). This
would make it at least four years older than Mason's first publication
of Antioch. Other publications from the early 1830s further suggest the tune
may have been around for some time before Mason published his
arrangement. Thomas Hawkes published the "Comfort" tune in 1833 in
his Collection of Tunes. In it, the attribution was given simply as "Author
Unknown", suggesting it may have been older. A 1986 article by John
Wilson also showed Antioch’s close resemblance to an 1833 publication
of Comfortand it's associated Wesley hymn "O Joyful Sound".

A version by the Trinity Choir was very popular in 1911 and the carol
has since been recorded by many artists including Andy Williams, The
Supremes, Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald, Johnny Cash, Nat King Cole,
Walter Cherry, Neil Diamond, Pat Boone, Perry Como, Vic
Damone, Whitney Houston, Mariah Carey, and a capella group Pentatonix.
As of the late 20th century, "Joy to the World" was the mostpublished
Christmas hymn in North America.

Compiled by Joel Dubba
Sources: Godtube.com |Wikipedia.org
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The love of God is greater far,
Than pen or tongue can say,
Because He sent His only Son
To take our sin away.

Immanuel, God with us, on earth?
Our hearts cané6t fully compr €
How His great love was manifest,
In the sending of His Son.

But the Bible tells us that He did,
And it tells us how and when,
In Bethlehem it came to pass,
The time was as He planned.

No pomp or show was evident,
Men slept all through the night,
While the Son of God was being born,
And Angels proclaimed the Light.

Mary was the instrument
God used in His own way,
To bear the Baby Jesus,
On that first Christmas Day.

Now through the years that follow.
His life is manifest,
To those who open to His love,
He gives His perfect rest.
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An inter-church cricket match was organized by the MMF with the pur-
pose of getting more men from churches involved in fellowship with each
other. The KMC MMF committee decided to play cricket between four
churches on 16"™ and 17" November on the grounds of Baldwin Boys Inter-
national School which our senior Pastor, Rev. Mathew George helped us
book. Letters of invite to participate in the match were sent to Richmond
Town, Indira Nagar and Wilson Garden Methodist Churches. RTMC & IMC
accepted the invite and since Wilson Garden declined the invite, our exten-
sion church Sarjapur Road Methodist Church was invited, and they readily
accepted the challenge to play.

Lots were cast in the presence of representatives from all four churches
and it came upon KMC to play with SRMC followed by RTMC playing IMC.
It was decided that three matches would be played on Saturday, 16" No-
vember and the finals on Sunday 17" November with each match on Satur-
day being a 24 over match with the finals being a 30 over match.

Excitement filled the air as all 4 teams arrived at 8.30 am on Saturday,
16™ November 2019. Rev. Sebastian Ravikumar, our District Superinten-
dent and Senior Pastor of RTMC, inaugurated the matches with prayer in
the presence of Pastor Jayawanth (Manager Baldwin Boys School), Pastor
Hosea Mathew (Senior Pastor IMC) and Pastor Daniel Ezra Naveen, (Asst.
Pastor KMC). Pastor Alfred of SRMC and Pastor Mohan of IMC were play-
ing members of their respective cricket team. KMC won the toss in the first
match and decided to bat. Whilst SRMC bowled splendidly, they lost the
incredibly closely-fought match, by 3 runs. The second match of the day
was between RTMC and IMC with Rev. Sebastian Ravikumar playing for
his team. IMC won the match. This was followed by lunch sponsored by
KMC due to the generous donation from our men. The third match between
RTMC and SRMC was not played as RTMC opted out and the third place
went to SRMC.

The finals between KMC and IMC was played on Sunday 17" November
2019 at 2pm. KMC won the toss and opted to bat and made 97 runs but
IMC beat us to it and won the trophy with KMC being runners up. Trophies
and medals were distributed by Rev. Sebastian Ravikumar, to IMC, KMC
and SRMC.

The cricket matches were a great time of fellowship and bonding for the
men and it was decided to have such tournaments in shorter time intervals.
The playing teams were greatly encouraged and mooted the idea of playing
with other church denominations in Bangalore.

- Mr. Abey John
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IMC SRMC

THE KMC CRICKET TEAM
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Report on Page 15
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Report on Page 16
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WSCS’Camp201

KMC WSCS
Women at
the Camp

WSCS
Sunday
1L IR

IN TOUCH| Dec 2019 14



