
Traditional Karate Center – Matawan Gojukan  
347-G Matawan Road – Town Square Shopping Center, Matawan, NJ 07747 

 

Sept 01, 2023 

RE:  2024 TKC Warriors Karate Team Commitment Contract 

 

Athlete: _____________________________   Age: _____ (on 7/11/24)     Sex:  Male □. Female □. 

Address: ___________________________________________________ Weight: _____________ Height: _________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _______ Zip: ___________ Belt Color/Rank: ___________________ 

Adult & Minor Amateur Athletic Waiver and Release of Liability: 

I, the undersigned, do hereby volunteer my application for the attendance and participation in Traditional 
Karate Center’s (“TKC” herein) Karate Competition Team practices, training sessions, private lessons, at 
TKC and/or other dojos/training facilities and/or competition events.  I do also hereby assume full 
responsibility for all injuries, damages, or losses that I or my child may sustain or incur, if any, while 
attending/participating.  The undersigned agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless TKC, its 
officers, mangers, members, employees, agents and coaches/instructors and their successors and assigns 
from and against all legal liability, claims, suits, damages, losses, and expense, including attorney fees, 
threatened, or incurred, and arising from participation, or from any cause whatsoever.  I fully realize that 
participation in the TKC team activities, training, and competing can be dangerous and could result in 
serious injury or possibly death and freely assume that risk.  In the event of an emergency, I give 
permission for TKC to give myself or my child first aid and to arrange for transportation to a hospital and 
to receive emergency medical treatment.  I will assume all the costs for medical care and transportation.  
Please list below any current or previous accidents, illnesses, or physical limitation that could impact, 
stop, or prevent you or your child from participation in the TKC Karate Competition Team activities.  I 
fully understand that if I do not fulfill my commitments in this agreement, myself and/or my child may be 
removed from the team without a refund.  *New:  Code of Conduct: parents and/or supporters of all 
athletes on the team contractually vow to not be a distraction, nuisance, create verbal or other forms of 
harassment and/or violence towards anyone at events.  These inappropriate actions are not limited to 
team staff and athletes, other athletes, coaches, officials, administrators, sponsors, other spectators, et 
al.  Such actions are an embarrassment to the athlete, coaches, and team as a whole and will not be 
tolerated.  Ramifications for breach of these Code of Conduct standards could lead to expulsion without 
remuneration, litigation, and/or arrest in worst case scenarios.  TKC assumes no responsibility for the 
inappropriate words, actions, and deeds of team members and/or their supporters.  TKC reserves the 
exclusive right to sideline any team members and/or supporters in violation of our policies.    

1> Allergies: ________________________________________________________________________ 

2> Medications: _____________________________________________________________________ 

3> Physical Limitations: ______________________________________________________________ 

The above-named participant is physically able to participate in the TKC Karate Competition Team without 
limitations (except as described above).  I release permission for use of my or my child’s images (photo and/or 
video) for promotional material including brochures, advertisements, or TKC Dojo website. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ ____________________________ _____________________________  

Athlete      Parent(s)/Guardian(s) for minors 



Tournaments to be considered for our athletes in this season are: 

1. 2023 Orlando International Karate Open (Orlando, FL) 

Event Date: 09/16/2023 - 09/16/2023  [NKF/WKF Rules event]  □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
2. 2023 NY Open (Valhalla, NY) 

Event Date: 10/08/2023   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
3. 2023 Seaside Karate Classic (Limited to 300) (Amelia Island, FL) 

Event Date: 10/14/2023   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
4. 2023 USAMAF Nationals (South Charleston, WV) 

Event Date: 11/04/2023   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
5. 2023 MIAMI TAIKAI (Haileah, FL) 

Event Date: 11/11/2023    [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
6. 2023 Tsunami in the Poconos (Pocono Summit, PA) 

Event Date: 11/11/2023    [AAU/WUKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
7. 2023 FIKA USA NY Open (Brooklyn, NY) 

Event Date: 11/12/2023    [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
8. 2023 USAKF Nationals (Louisville, OH) - *This is NOT a USA-NKF tournament!!! 

Event Date: 12/02/2023   [AAU/WUKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
9. 2023 Ishikan Cup (West Hempstead, NY) 

Event Date: 12/10/2023    [AAU/WUKF Rules event]  □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
10. 2024 Garden State Championship (Long Branch, NJ) 

Event Date: 02/18/2024   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
11. 2024 Denver High Caliber (Parker, CO) 

Event Date: 03/02/2024 - 03/03/2024  [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
12. 2024 New York International Open (NY) 

Event Date: 03/10/2024   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
13. 2024 America’s Cup (West Hempstead, NY) 

Event Date: 03/24/2024    [AAU/WUKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
14. 2024 Junior International Cup (Forth Worth, TX) 

Event Date: 03/29/2024   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
15. 2024 USA Open (Forth Worth, TX) 

Event Date: 03/30/2024 - 03/31/2024  [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
16. 9th Annual Warwick Shotokan Karate’s Championship (Newtown, PA) 

Event Date: 05/9/2024    [AAU/WUKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
17. 2024 Boston Open (Marlborough, MA) 

Event Date: 06/01/2024   [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
18. 2024 Montreal Open (Montreal, Quebec, Canada) 

Event Date: 06/08/2024 (*Date is a speculation) [WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
19. 2024 New Jersey State AAU Championship (Hopatcong, NJ) 

Event Date: 06/23/2024    [AAU/WUKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
20. 2024 AAU National Championship (Ft Lauderdale, FL) 

Event Dates: 07/02/2024 - 07/06/2024  [AAU/WUKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
21. 2024 USA Karate Nationals (Lafayette, LA) 

Event Date: 07/11/2024 - 07/14/2024  [NKF/WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
22. 2024 Junior, Cadet, & U21 PKF Championship (Sao Paulo, Brazil) 

Event Dates: 08/23/2024 - 08/25/2024  [WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
23. 2024 Junior, Cadet, & U21 WKF World Championship (Venice, Italy) 

Event Date: 10/08/2024 - 10/13/2024  [WKF Rules event]   □ YES.   □ NO.  □ MAYBE. 
 

Notes regarding tournament participation: 

• This list was developed in the beginning of the 2024 season and is subject to changes, additions, or subtractions. 

• We will discuss attending events as a team.  Travel events will require a team of at least 5+ athletes or it will be 

at the discretion of the coaches to support or not support that trip. 

• We firmly encourage our team to attend WKF (and NKF WKF-modified) rules events first.  AAU/WUKF rules are NOT 

used at NKF nationals and beyond; however, they do provide extra practice matches (although the rules are 

different, fighting is fighting, and kata performance is still kata).   

• All questions should be directed to Shihan Buttermark.  

• If your child has a desire to become a champion, it is a team endeavor: athlete – coaches – supportive family.  This 

means sacrifices for all parties.  Schedule conflicts are likely; try to plan for the best outcome.   



Specific Requirements for participation on 2024 team 

Athlete: _______________________________ [Initial ALL below or application will not be accepted] 

• Full-time participation in the Olympic Karate Program is a requirement. Team practice and regular 

participation in standard karatedo classes lead to greater preparation and success.           _______ 

• Guest instructor seminars and/or co-training opportunities at other facilities are arranged and 

scheduled to benefit our athletes in their development. (Must attend at least 3 sessions this 

season minimum – attendance will be taken)                 _______  

• 4 – 5 days of travel for national competition - July 10th – 14th, 2024 [Lafayette, LA]           _______  

• Additional physical training (if recommended) to include running, swimming, plyometrics, cardio, 

yoga, etc.                    _______  

• Team jacket for 2024 must be worn at each competition (the design is unchanged – but it must fit 

properly)                    _______  

• All athletes and parents must conform to our team’s code of conduct – attached.           _______  

• If my child elite level athlete makes the ’24 Junior National Team, I will attend the Jr. Pan 

American Championship (Sao Paulo, Brazil in Aug ’24 for ages 12+) and/or the Jr. World Karate 

Championship (Venice, Italy in Oct ’24 for ages 14+).               _______  

• Removing my child for anything other than serious illness or injury will forfeit participating in the 

2025 season. All coaching fees are non-refundable.                _______  

• Safety gear/equipment and uniforms compliant to the rules of competition must be clean and 

serviceable (not broken, tattered or in disrepair).  These are not the responsibility of TKC or the 

team – they are my responsibility solely.                  _______  

• I understand that Shihan Buttermark will make the sole determination on what division my child 

competes in. Any/all questions/concerns about my athlete will be discussed with him giving plenty 

of advance notice/lead time to affect positive outcomes.                _______  

• My child may not join another dojo or team while still a member of TKC’s dojo and team. This 

includes going on another team or hiring another coach.  Be respectful of karatedo decorum and 

speak to Shihan with any concerns about your development.              _______  

• Please discuss any potential sponsor or partnership with TKC management and coaching staff to 

stave off any potential conflicts of interest or wrong-footed alliances with our team and its 

reputation.                      _______  

• Financing for competition travel can get expensive and is not the responsibility of the team or 

TKC.  I am aware that fundraising opportunities exist if I care to engage them.  Speak with an 

officer of A Positive Life (501.C.3 NPO/charity) for details.              _______  

• Coaching fees are due as follows.  First payment equal to 50% is due BEFORE any competitions are 

attended.  The remainder may be paid in any size increments by Dec 31, 2023.  No other financial 

balances may be owed while active on our team.                   _______  

Immediately address any concerns with the above items. 

Mod. 09/2023 



CODE OF CONDUCT FOR TKC WARRIORS COMPETITION TEAM 

This Code of Conduct document is equally applicable to our athletes and their “supporters” (herein meaning parents, siblings, 

family, friends, et al who attend competitions throughout the 2024 season including individuals not specifically signing this document – 

onus falls on the athlete and/or parents/guardians to police siblings, guest supporters, et al).  All parties are explicitly expected to 

comport themselves with good sportsmanship, proper karatedo decorum (respect & courtesy), and within legal and ethical 

limits.  Please understand that any negative actions discredit our team, dojo, and staff – not just yourself and/or your 

athlete.  If you have any questions, concerns, or complaints, please refer them to a coach or Shihan Buttermark directly. 

Athletes will not be permitted to compete if caught taking any “street” drugs, PEDs (performance enhancing drugs – AKA 

doping), vaping, or consuming alcohol (under age 21).  Athletes and/or supporters under the influence during an event will 

be asked to leave without incident or face the possibility of their and/or their athlete’s exclusions or expulsion from our 

team.  Suspensions will be imposed on a case-by-case basis.  Use of drugs and alcohol impede the abilities of athletes and 

create unsafe, potentially lethal, situations.  Elite athletes are subject to random drug testing for PEDs at international 

events.  Furthermore, behaviors/moods are greatly altered when under the influence.   

Athletes and supporters are not permitted to accost/confront tournament officials, coaches, athletes, sponsors, et al to 

dispute any officiating process.  Arguing, abusive language or gestures, threats, or harassment of any kind, will not be 

tolerated and acted upon swiftly.  In many cases, the supporter does not completely understand all of the rules, 

circumstances for points or penalties, etc. and they get very upset about the judgements.  It is the job of our coaches to 

fight for our athlete’s rights via *protests or calmly questioning the situation.  It is never helpful when supporters are using 

profane language or acts of violence towards the officials.  If you have any questions, concerns, or complaints, please refer 

them to a coach or Shihan Buttermark directly. [*YOU are responsible for CASH protest fees – NOT TKC; and protest rules apply.] 

TKC Warriors work with allied coaches and teams in preparation for competitions, compiling joint teams with when needed, 

or competing against them.  Please be mindful of our friendships and respectful with your language and/or actions.  

Support all of our team members and those of our allies as well whenever you can – that goodwill goes a very long way.   

From many years of experience, if you are planning a vacation in conjunction with nationals, we encourage you to vacation 

AFTER the big event and not prior.  This will keep the athlete focused on their goals without disruption.   

Gossiping, rumors, or speculation about athletes, coaches, their decisions, etc. is harmful to the fabric of our team and will 

not be tolerated.  While supporters/parents may have ‘thicker skins’, it’s the athlete/child that gets hurt.  If you have any 

questions, concerns, or complaints, please refer them to a coach or Shihan Buttermark directly ASAP.  Keep all team issues 

in-house at all times for the greater good of all parties and their reputations.   

Fundraising opportunities exist via A Positive Life NPO.  This may not be abused by anyone.  Because status and filing are 

IRS/federal reported, policing of abuse must be addressed as inappropriate and/or criminal so that NPO does not face 

501.C.3 revocation.  Fundraising through this NPO and yourselves are private interactions that are NOT the business of 

Traditional Karate Center nor its team.  TKC Dojo and the team are held harmless for any/all transactions.  If you have any 

questions, concerns, or complaints, please refer to an A Positive Life (NPO) board member. [A Positive Life is a separate entity 

from TKC.] 

Prejudice and/or discrimination of any kind will not be tolerated on our collective team.  If you have any questions, 

concerns, or complaints, please refer them to a coach or Shihan Buttermark directly.   

Finally, any and all matters which may be detrimental to a positive team outcome that are not specifically mentioned 

above may be subject to disciplinary action up to expulsion from our team.  If you have any questions, concerns, or 

complaints, please refer them to a coach or Shihan Buttermark directly. 

The unsigned parties pledge to fully adhere to all aspects of this Code of Conduct document.  Failure to fulfill one’s 

obligation to the spirit of this Code of Conduct, are subject to ramifications expressed herein and, additionally, those of 

other organizations and/or entities negatively affected by wrongful words, actions, and/or deeds.    

 

 

 

 

____________________________ _____________________________ ______________________ ______________________ 

Head Coach   Athlete    Parent(s)/Guardian(s) for minors 
Mod. 09/2023 


