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January was a hectic month and February promises to be just as busy.  Kathy has 
finished and turned in our yearly reports.  Reading about the volunteer efforts of 
the members of WCH made me tired.  Last year we spent 1625 hours doing things 
for the citizens of Hollister.  We donated $20,054 to help improve life in 
Hollister.  This included $5,000 in scholarships to high school senior  
girls.  Everyone should pat themselves on the back, and when you see Kathy, tell 
her she did a great job on our reports. 
 
Now we are just a few days away from our second Fashion Show with the theme 
Beauty is a Strong Woman.  Do you have your ticket?  Our models are ready, the 
venue is reserved, and the stage is set.  A lot of hard work has gone on before the 
final date.  A huge thank you to Jill Martin, Barb Lampman, and Renée Raitz and 
their committee for all the planning that had to be done before we open the 
doors. 
 
Our busy year continues as we get ready for the flocking season.  Start deciding 
now who you want to flock.  Then comes District Convention, scholarships, 
election of new officers, and State Convention.  Don’t forget to keep track of all 
your hours and money you donate.  The goal is to exceed this year’s hour and 
money count.  If you keep track now, it won’t be hard to turn in the information 
in November (which comes way too fast). 
 
See you at the Fashion Show.  

 

February, 2020 
Volume 5, Issue 2 

Beauty is a Strong Women  Fashion Show! 

The Committee is happy to report that the fashion show is SOLD OUT! 

Actually, it is oversold. Our goal was to sell 165 tickets, and we sold 175. Be 

sure to get your raffle tickets at the show - we have 23 baskets to give away, 

and some nice door prizes. There is also a 50/50 drawing, with one lucky 

person getting half of the winnings, and the other half goes to the Women’s 

Club to further their efforts in giving back to the San Benito community.  See 

you Saturday, February 8th at San Juan Oaks Golf & Country Club, 12:00 to 

4:00.  
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Penny Pines 

Committee Chair, Laura Lee says her goal is to raise enough money for 10 acres of land ($680) and to reach out to 1-2 
organizations per month. She will be reporting on money raised by the WCH and money raised by other organizations.  
 
So far, WCH has raised $343.47 (adding in a $40 carryover from 2019). One outside organization (Aromas Community 
Grange) raised $101.69 at their breakfast. The Grange will handle their fundraising and submission and report to Laura 
each month on how much they raise. “I'm excited about how this collaboration has turned out!” says Laura.  
 

Scholarship Committee 
Co-chairs Heather Hickerson and Cindy Gillen are in the process of receiving and vetting scholarship applications from 
young women who will graduate high school in June. The winners will be presented at the April luncheon. More news 
to follow. 
 

Flamingo Flocking 

The Committee Chair will be reaching out in the coming weeks to bring the volunteers together to talk about the 
program, which runs from April 1st through the 14th. Watch your email for an announcement. 

Annual Reports 
Thank you to everyone who turned in their volunteer records. As Suzie mentioned above, we 
spent 1,625 hours volunteering in club projects and in the community. We donated $20,054 
to help improve the lives of others in San Benito. Statistically speaking, in comparison to 
2018-19 totals, we reported 7% fewer volunteer hours, we increased our donations by 9%, 
and we had a slight drop in fundraising by 9%. Our membership at the end of 2018 was 77, 
and in December, we ended the year with 82 members, a 9.3% increase. All of this to say, 
let’s all resolve to keep up with the volunteer record monthly. It directly affects our numbers. 

Project/Event/Committee Activity $ Spent $ In-Kind Hours Date 

      

      

      

      

      

      

WCH Monthly Volunteer Record - 2020 

Name:         Month:    

Please complete this report and give to Kathy Kessler each month. Reports may be turned in at 
the monthly luncheon or by e-mail to kkessler@sbcglobal.net. The form is available at 
www.womensclubofhollister.org 
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2/4 Dress Rehearsal - Fashion Show 

2/8 Beauty is a Strong Woman Fashion Show  

2/12 WCH Luncheon - Paines. Guest Speaker - 

The Grateful Garment - Lisa Blanchard, 

Executive Director 

2/23 Deadline for January Newsletter  

2/26 WCH Board Meeting 

3/11 Mark you calendars for the first quarterly 

evening meeting of the year, scheduled for 3/11 

at 6:30 p.m. Location to be announced.

! 
Celebrating in February are: 

2/6 Connie Linton & Bonnie Wilkinson 

2/7 Nicki Phillips 

2/8 Desean Stachel 

2/10 Kathleen Yeager 

2/18 Barbara Cosio 

2/19 Marie Kroeger 

2/23 Vesta Maxwell 

2/27 Tina Hall 

 
If you have a special celebration you would like added to the 

Newsletter, email information to kkessler@sbcglobal.net 

Membership 

Announcements 

Did you know the there are membership benefits? The GFWC has teamed up with businesses who offer a discount to 

WCH members. Here’s the link: https://www.gfwc.org/membership/membership-discounts/. Begin enjoying your 

benefits today!  

Women’s Club of Hollister 
General Membership Meeting 

January 8, 2020 
Paine’s Restaurant 

Table Decorations by Renee Raitz and Barb Lampman 
 

Suzie Stalder called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. Members stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Glenda Goldstone led the 
membership in the reading of the Collect. Suzie thanked Renee and Barb for the table decorations, noting they will be raffled off at 
the end of the meeting. 
 
Glenda introduced our one guest today–Maria Gonzales. She was presented with a $10 gift certificate to Target. Glenda announced 
the January birthdays and led the singing of Happy Birthday. 
 
Barb Lampman, Secretary, stated the December meeting minutes were in the January newsletter and a copy on each table. Kathy 
Kessler moved to accept the minutes; Renee Raitz seconded; minutes approved. 
 
Beryl Kurgan, Treasurer, stated a copy of the Treasurer’s report is on each table. She stated dues for 2020 are now due and can be 
paid at any time. 
 
Suzie Stalder stated we were to present our 20-year honorees with their pins today; however, none were available for this meeting. 
Our honorees are Jeanne Liem, Fran Taluban, and Fern Laveroni. Suzie stated the participation for Wreaths Across America this 
year was so rewarding—best day ever! There were so many volunteers to place wreaths on all veterans' graves that the task was 
completed within 15 minutes. Suzie thanked everyone who participated. Kathy Kessler stated the Women's Club was instrumental in 
raising quite a bit of money and for the first time the goal of 500 wreaths was reached and surpassed with a total of 800 wreaths 
donated. 
 
Jill Martin kicked off the Fashion Show discussion noting we are exactly one month from the event. We are for the most part ready 
with just a few things needing to be tightened up. We will be focusing on selling tickets, noting we've sold 72 tickets to date and need 
to meet our goal of 150 for San Juan Oaks to waive the room fee. Tickets are available today or can be purchased at Postal Graphics 
as well as on the Women's Club website. The final meeting of the committee will be January 16 th and rehearsal to include children 
modeling is February 4 th . Barb Lampman stated the January 16 th meeting will begin at 6 PM at her home. Renee Raitz discussed 
the raffle baskets, noting all baskets must be in no later than January 23 rd . They can be brought to her house at anytime or she will 
happily pick them up if needed. Thanks went out to all who have helped. 

https://www.gfwc.org/membership/membership-discounts/
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Page 2      General Meeting Minutes           1/8/20 
 
Kathy Kessler stated year-end reports are due to the CFWC office by January 27 th . At this point she has only received about one-third 
of people's volunteer hours and needs everyone to submit theirs as soon as possible. 
 
Suzie reported the next District meeting will be held January 27 th in Cupertino, noting the Club pays registration, lunch is included 
and we will be carpooling. If anyone is interested in attending, Suzie needs to know by January 22nd. 
 
Suzie reported a wish list of books was passed out at the last meeting for the Comfort & Care Bundles. Anyone needing another copy of 
the list can see her after the meeting. 
 
Laura Lee reported on Penny Pines The collecting cup is going around collecting change. One acre of pine trees is $86 and we’re hoping 
acres we purchase will go to Shasta/Trinity. Laura stated on Friday she is speaking at the Aromas Community Grange and hopefully 
they’ll donate to Penny Pines also. We are starting to reach outside the Women’s Club to bring in more money for Penny Pines. Suzie 
stated as the cup goes around, stay true to Pennies for Pines. Dollars are appreciated but we are collecting change. 
 
Suzie announced Cyndy Decker will be the Chair of our Suffragette Committee, noting 2020 marks the 100 th anniversary of women's 
rights to vote. Cyndy stated we will need many volunteers as we are in the beginning phase of planning what we are going to do. Anyone 
interested in helping should contact Cyndy. 
 
Renee Raitz reported a friend of hers who lives in San Mateo County was asking how she could help our Club. She homeschools her 
children and has offered to do a book drive in her area for our Comfort & Care Bundles. 
 
Maureen Serafini announced a meeting to discuss the next tax bill, AB35, will be held at 1:30 p.m. today at the Veteran's Hall, noting it 
is open for anyone wanting to attend. 
 
Vicki Fortino announced a Candidate Forum for San Benito County will be held January 16 th at 11:30 a.m. at the Chillin' & Grillin' 
Alehouse. She noted RSVPs are required. 
 
Suzie reported the State Convention will be held at a hotel near LAX May 14 through 16. It is at this meeting that we receive any awards 
for the work we've done this past year. If anyone is planning to go with her, she noted it would be nice to have flamingo shirts to wear as 
they make us very recognizable. The District meeting will be held the last week of April at the Crowne Plaza in Foster City. Any 
recognition we receive from this meeting is passed onto CFWC for the State Convention. 
 
Cyndy Decker introduced our guest speaker, Vicki Fortino, Director of United Way. Vicki stated she has been the Director of United 
Way for 6 years now and both Krystal Lomanto and Robyn Rodriguez serve on the United Way Board. Over $200,000 was raised this 
past year for our community. Vicki then highlighted some of the various initiatives in our community that are helped by United Way. 
She reported on the 2-1-1 program, which is a separate funding stream. San Benito County falls under Santa Cruz as we are a small 
county. 2-1-1 is a free phone number with the purpose of providing non-emergent help, thereby alleviating the burden on the 9-1-1 
system. She noted assistance with housing is the #1 call received in our area. Texting has just been added to the 2-1-1 system. If 
interested in being in the 2-1-1 database to receive information in times of disaster, text your number to 898-211. 
Question was raised regarding Stuff the Bus. Vicki stated this is held the second weekend in August where backpacks are assembled and 
then passed out. She noted volunteers are needed as well as any funding. Information can be found on the United Way website. 
 
Denise Cauthen-Wright announced the 3 rd annual Stand Up for Kids will be held April 11 th from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Leal Barrel 
Room. Tickets are on sale on the Chamberlain's website. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:51 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting – February 12th – 11:00 a.m. – Paine's Restaurant 
 

Barb Lampman, Secretary 
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