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Congratulations Class of 2020 Scholarship Winners  

’

Do you remember “The Twilight Zone”? I was thinking about that the other 
day, walking through Safeway surrounded by masked and gloved shoppers 
obediently following the arrows on the floor. In “The Twilight Zone,” 
characters were stuck in strange circumstances over which they had no 
control. That’s how I feel lately. 
 
At this point in time, we would be planning a luncheon at Paines to celebrate 
our accomplishments of the past year. We would remember the lives of 
Jacquie Raymer and Fern Laveroni. Our new/old BOD would be gearing up 
to start a new club year. We would be celebrating the six young women who 
are getting ready to leave high school and continue their journeys to college 
with our scholarships to help them along. In the words of a 4-year old, “It’s 
Craaaaazy.” 
 
Members of WCH/CFWC/GFWC aren’t going to be locked in the “twilight 
zone” forever. We are resilient, and as soon as we have permission, we will 
engage in ways to help Hollister conquer the new normal. The young women 
honored in this newsletter will be off to college soon. I hope they think of us 
as they continue their studies. 
 
On Wednesday, May 13, 2020, at noon, let’s all raise a glass to Ella, Ivete, 
Emilie, Maya, Isabella, and Delilah.  Congratulations, ladies, and Good Luck. 
 

 

A member of  

GFWC Loma Prieta District A 

California Federation of 

Women’s Clubs 

& 

General Federation of  

Women’s Clubs 

Summer Break! 

It seems odd to say, “see ya in the fall” when we barely saw each other during the 

spring! We usually keep the newsletter active during the summer months; 

however, this year, we are going to take a break. This will be the last newsletter 

until August. If we have important news to share, we will send an email. For now, 

this editor will be grateful for the break. So, as life returns to a “new normal,” 

remember your mask and gloves, social distancing, and do activities outside. 

Capture and enjoy the moments you have with family. Read a book or do a project 

you have been putting off, but whatever you do, Stay Well, Stay Safe, and know 

that we will meet again soon!           

Happy summer,  

Kathy Kessler, Editor 
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Our May Issue is Dedicated to the  

2020 Scholarship Winners.  

Congratulations, Ladies!  

Every year, the Scholarship Committee is tasked with reading applications from high school senior girls that are 

ready to embark on the next phase of their educational journey.  It is always inspiring but often difficult to 

choose the young women we would like to award scholarships to.  Each have their own impressive attributes, 

both academically and through community service interests, and this year was no exception.   

Luckily, we were able to interview each of our recipients at the end of February and we were looking forward to 
presenting them at our April luncheon.   But when the COVID-19 shelter-in-place order took effect, we had to 
cancel those plans.  So, instead of presenting them at our luncheon to have them tell you about themselves, we 
would like to introduce you to each of this year’s scholarship award winners. 

by: Heather Hickerson 
 Chair, Scholarship Committee 

Ella is very involved in student activism in service to 
her community, as well as being involved in the San 
Benito County Democratic Party.  She even recently 
traveled to Washington, DC by herself to participate in 
the Women’s March.  Ella is interested in earning her 
Masters Degree in Communications or Business 
Administration and hopes to pursue a career in 
activism via documentary film making. 

Ella Pascua 

Ivete Robledo 

Ivete is very active in the community as the President of 
the Key Club, a community service organization 
sponsored by the Kiwanis.  She worked with the 
Hollister City Council to ban local smoke shops from 
selling flavored tobacco products to minors.  She has  
been a youth leader for GIRLS, Inc for two years and is 
currently working on policy through the organization.  
She plans to go to school to become a forensic nurse. 
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Emilie has been involved in 4-H for more than ten 
years and an officer for many of those.  She had many 
opportunities through 4-H to give back to the 
community, including making meals at our local 
homeless shelter and volunteering at the Community 
Food Bank.  Emilie is planning to attend Vanguard 
University in Irvine to get her BSN (nursing).  She 
would like to work as a pediatric nurse at St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital and eventually continue her 
education to become a nurse practitioner.   

2020 Scholarship Winners 

Emilie Sarringhaus 

Maya Villegas 

Maya has her hand in just about every aspect of 
student government, including being the President of 
the ASB Executive Council.  She has logged over 100 
hours of community service with organizations and 
events such as Small Steps, Kids at the Park, the Garlic 
Festival, and the Rotary Mission 10 Run.  Maya plans 
to study animal science to go on to become a 
veterinarian. 

“Bella,” as she likes to be called, has her hand in many 
different clubs, sports, and positions at school, pushing 
herself outside of her comfort zone to experience many 
different things. She was instrumental in implementing 
a new program offered at the high school intending to 
create a positive learning environment for all students.   
Outside of school, Bella volunteers regularly for Hazel 
Hawkins Hospital and tutors at A+ Tutoring.  Bella 
plans to study English initially but wants to pursue a 
law career as a Public Defender. 

Isabella Rivas 



 

2020 Scholarship Winners 

Delilah De La Cerda 

Delilah comes from a large family of 8 children (half of 
whom are adopted). She found two volunteer 
opportunities that really spoke to her.  One at 
Rebekkah’s Children’s Center, working with children 
who are there while their parents attend mandatory 
parenting classes.  The other is at Hazel Hawkins Thrift 
Store, where she is known as the “Nookworm” as she 
enjoyed shelving and organizing the books, especially 
those in her section called the “Book Nook”.  She is also 
involved in sports, drama, and art.  She plans to attend 
Gavilan College first and then transfer to San 
Francisco Art Institute.  Her goals include being an Art 
Director and to have an Open Art Gallery to show 
various types of activism. 

Typically, we present scholarship winners with their awards at their high schools’ Senior Awards night, but 
with all school activities cancelled for the rest of the year, SBHS has decided to do a “virtual awards night” 
online.  Each organization presenting awards were asked to submit a video to announce the winners of our 
scholarships, so Heather Simpson-Bluhm (a committee member) had a great and creative idea to make a 
slideshow of our presentation in picture form.  We asked WCH members via Facebook to each make a sign 
with a specific word they signed up for.  The sign could be as simple or as elaborate as they wished.  
Heather has put them all together in a video with music that will be played during this virtual awards 
ceremony.  The video will be posted to WCH’s Facebook page and website after the awards night.  

Thank you to committee members Heather Simpson-Bluhm, Brenda Weatherly, Alexis Winder, and Denise 
Cauthen-Wright for working with me reading applications and transcripts, interviewing, and ultimately 
voting on the winners. A special thank you to Martha Blaser for representing the Board of Directors during 
the interview process. 

An Update from Madi Ricker - Scholarship Winner in 2019... 
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April 2, 2020 

Hello Women’s Club of Hollister, 

This is Madi Ricker, I am one of last years grateful scholarship recipients. I’m finally sending you my unofficial 

transcript for fall as my winter grades have not all been officially posted yet. A little update from me, I have been 

loving Cal Poly. There are so many fun things to do around SLO including beautiful hikes, line dancing, and 

downtown shopping (or just looking if you’re a college student on a budget like me). In addition to my regular courses, 

I’ve also been involved in animal science related extracurricular activities. During my fall quarter I joined the “Dairy 

Calf Enterprise” where I got to help deliver calves with my group and learn how to manage and care for them. During 

winter quarter, I had a lab at the meat science unit where I got to learn about the meat industry and get experience 

with processing meat products. Aside from my major courses and clubs I have become involved with the Cal Poly 

ROTC where I get to take classes and learn about being an officer in the army. I’m considering going into the US Army 

Vet Corps before I start my own practice, but still looking at all my options of course. I did have to move back to 

Hollister for spring quarter due to COVID-19, however, I am still working towards my educational goal of 21 units of 

online classes through the university. Even so, I had a wonderful first year at Cal Poly and I can’t wait to return next 

fall. I hope you all are doing well and staying healthy at home. I admit it’s no fun being all cooped up, but at least we’re 

all in this together. Stay strong ladies, and I hope we all get to see each other again soon. 

       Sincerely, Madi Ricker 
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