
Getting Around Rome



A n  A d v e n t u r e  A w a i t s
R o m e  i s  a  c i t y  o f  s t u n n i n g  a n c i e n t  r u i n s  a n d  b u s t l i n g
m o d e r n  l i f e ,  a n d  g e t t i n g  a r o u n d  c a n  b e  a n  a d v e n t u r e  i n
i t s e l f .  W h i l e  i t s  h i s t o r i c  c o r e  i s  a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  c o m p a c t
a n d  w a l k i n g  i s  o f t e n  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  s e e  t h e  s i g h t s ,
y o u ’ l l  n e e d  t o  u s e  i t s  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m  t o  c o v e r
l o n g e r  d i s t a n c e s  q u i c k l y .  T h e  k e y  t o  n a v i g a t i n g  R o m e  i s
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i t s  M e t r o ,  b u s e s ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  l a y o u t
o f  t h e  c i t y .

W a l k i n g :  T h e  E s s e n t i a l  R o m a n  E x p e r i e n c e
F o r  m o s t  t o u r i s t s ,  w a l k i n g  w i l l  b e  y o u r  p r i m a r y  m o d e
o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T h e  d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  m a j o r
l a n d m a r k s  l i k e  t h e  C o l o s s e u m ,  t h e  R o m a n  F o r u m ,  a n d
t h e  P a n t h e o n  a r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s h o r t .  B y  w a l k i n g ,  y o u
g e t  t o  d i s c o v e r  h i d d e n  f o u n t a i n s ,  c h a r m i n g  s i d e
s t r e e t s ,  a n d  l o c a l  s h o p s  y o u  w o u l d  m i s s  u n d e r g r o u n d .
H o w e v e r ,  b e  s u r e  t o  p a c e  y o u r s e l f .  R o m e  i s  b u i l t  o n
s e v e n  h i l l s ,  s o  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s o m e  s l o p e s  a n d
u n e v e n  c o b b l e s t o n e  s t r e e t s .  C o m f o r t a b l e  s h o e s  a r e  a
m u s t .  

M e t r o :  F a s t  a n d  R e l i a b l e  f o r  L o n g  D i s t a n c e s  
R o m e ’ s  m e t r o  ( s u b w a y  s y s t e m )  i s  t h e  q u i c k e s t  w a y  t o
t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y
d u r i n g  h e a v y  t r a f f i c .  I t ’ s  s m a l l e r  t h a n  i n  m a n y  o t h e r
m a j o r  E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l s ,  w i t h  o n l y  t w o  m a i n  l i n e s ,  b u t
i t  e f f i c i e n t l y  c o n n e c t s  k e y  a r e a s .  T o  u s e  t h e  m e t r o ,
y o u ’ l l  n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  t i c k e t  a n d  v a l i d a t e  i t .  A l s o ,
l i k e  a n y  m a j o r  s u b w a y ,  s t a y  a w a r e  o f  y o u r
s u r r o u n d i n g s  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  r u s h  h o u r .

T h e  T w o  M a i n  L i n e s
L i n e  A  ( O r a n g e ) :  T h i s  l i n e  r u n s  n o r t h w e s t  t o
s o u t h e a s t .  I t ' s  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  f o r  t o u r i s t s ,
c o n n e c t i n g  m a j o r  s t o p s  l i k e  t h e  V i p - t e r m i n a l  ( n e a r
V a t i c a n  C i t y ) ,  S p a g n a  ( f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  S t e p s ) ,  a n d
T e r m i n i  ( t h e  m a i n  t r a i n  s t a t i o n ) .
L i n e  B  ( B l u e ) :  T h i s  l i n e  r u n s  n o r t h e a s t  t o
s o u t h w e s t .  I t ' s  c r u c i a l  f o r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  C o l o s s e o
( C o l o s s e u m / R o m a n  F o r u m )  a n d  C i r c o  M a s s i m o .

B u s  S y s t e m :  C o v e r i n g  A l l  t h e  G a p s
B e s i d e s  t h e  m e t r o ,  R o m e  h a s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  b u s  n e t w o r k
t h a t  c o v e r s  a r e a s  t h e  m e t r o  d o e s n ' t  r e a c h .  W h i l e  b u s e s
c a n  b e  s l o w e r  d u e  t o  R o m e ’ s  n o t o r i o u s  t r a f f i c ,  t h e y  a r e
e x c e l l e n t  f o r  t r a v e l  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r o  S t o r i c o  a n d  f o r
r e a c h i n g  s u r r o u n d i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .
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C o n t i n u e d
B u s  s t o p s  h a v e  a  y e l l o w  s i g n  t h a t  l i s t s  a l l  t h e  b u s  n u m b e r s
t h a t  s t o p  t h e r e  a n d  t h e i r  m a i n  d e s t i n a t i o n s .  Y o u  t y p i c a l l y
e n t e r  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o r  r e a r  d o o r s  a n d  e x i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e
d o o r s .  T i c k e t s  s h o u l d  b e  v a l i d a t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n
e n t e r i n g  t h e  b u s  u s i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  o r  o r a n g e  m a c h i n e s  n e a r
t h e  d o o r s .  F a i l u r e  t o  v a l i d a t e  m e a n s  y o u  r i s k  a  h e f t y  f i n e  i f  a
t r a n s i t  i n s p e c t o r  c h e c k s  y o u r  t i c k e t .

T i c k e t s  a n d  F a r e s
T h e  g r e a t  t h i n g  a b o u t  R o m e ’ s  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  s a m e
t i c k e t  i s  v a l i d  f o r  t h e  m e t r o ,  b u s e s ,  t r a m s ,  a n d  u r b a n  t r a i n s
w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  T h i s  t i c k e t  i s  c a l l e d  a  B I T  ( B i g l i e t t o
I n t e g r a t o  a  T e m p o ) .  H o w e v e r ,  i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t
t i c k e t s  a r e  n o t  s o l d  o n  t h e  b u s  o r  t r a m .  Y o u  m u s t  b u y  t h e m
b e f o r e h a n d  f r o m  m e t r o  s t a t i o n s ,  n e w s s t a n d s  ( e d i c o l e ) ,  o r  l o c a l
t o b a c c o  s h o p s  ( t a b a c c h i ) .

R i s k y  B u t  R e w a r d i n g
W h i l e  w a l k i n g ,  t h e  m e t r o ,  b u s e s ,  a n d  t a x i s  a r e  c o m m o n  w a y s  t o
g e t  a r o u n d  R o m e ,  s e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  o p t i o n s  o f f e r  a  u n i q u e
w a y  f o r  t o u r i s t s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  E t e r n a l  C i t y .

B i c y c l e s :  R o m e  o f f e r s  n u m e r o u s  b i k e  r e n t a l  s h o p s ,  a n d  y o u ' l l
f i n d  d e s i g n a t e d  r e n t a l  p o i n t s ,  o f t e n  n e a r  m a j o r  p a r k s  l i k e
V i l l a  B o r g h e s e ,  o r  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .

E l e c t r i c  S c o o t e r s  ( e . g . ,  L i m e ,  B i r d ,  D o t t ) :  A p p - b a s e d  e l e c t r i c
s c o o t e r  s e r v i c e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  v e r y  p o p u l a r .  T h e s e  d o c k l e s s
s c o o t e r s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c i t y ,  u n l o c k e d  w i t h  a
s m a r t p h o n e  a p p ,  a n d  o f f e r  a  q u i c k ,  f u n  w a y  t o  c o v e r  s h o r t  t o
m e d i u m  d i s t a n c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  a l w a y s  r i d e  r e s p o n s i b l y .

V e s p a s :  T h e s e  i c o n i c  m o t o r  b i k e s  a r e  f u n  t o  e n j o y  t h e  c i t y ' s
c h a r m i n g ,  w i n d i n g  s t r e e t s  w i t h .  T h e y  r e q u i r e  a  d r i v e r ’ s
l i c e n s e ,  c r e d i t  c a r d ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

M o n e y
O t h e r  t h a n  w a l k i n g ,  y o u ’ l l  n e e d  t o  p a y  f o r  y o u r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
i n  R o m e .  T h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  t h r o u g h  c a s h  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d ,  w i t h  t h e
l a t e r  b e i n g  m o r e  c o m m o n  ( a n d  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e l e c t r i c  b i k e s  a n d
e l e c t r i c  s c o o t e r s ) .  I t ’ s  a l w a y s  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  c a r r y  s e v e r a l  e u r o s
w i t h  y o u .  F o r  s a f e t y ,  c o n s i d e r  w e a r i n g  a  s e c u r i t y  b e l t  ( w h i c h
y o u  w e a r  i n s i d e  y o u r  p a n t s  t o  k e e p  y o u r  c a s h  a n d  o t h e r
v a l u a b l e s ) .
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T o  l e a r n  m o r e ,  v i s i t  T h o m a s  I n s t i t u t e  a t  w w w . t h o m a s - i n s t i t u t e . c o m .

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 5  b y  T h o m a s  I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .

Reflection Questions

1. Rome is a walking city but there are many other ways to get around, such as the
metro, public bus, and alternative options like bikes, scooters, and Vespas. How might
choosing one of these methods over another change your experience of seeing the
city and its culture?

2. What do you think are the biggest pros and cons of renting an electric scooter or
bicycle to get around Rome?

3. Imagine you have a long day planned visiting many famous spots. How would you
decide when to walk, when to take the metro or bus, and when to try a bike or scooter,
thinking about both convenience and how much you'd see?

4. How much experience do you have taking public transportation? How do you think
it would be different in Rome?

5. Credit cards are the easiest way to make purchases in Rome, but it’s still important
to keep euros with you for small purchases, tips, or to have “just in case.” Security belts
are recommended to use for storing your euros. When you have visited large cities
before, where did you store your valuables? What would you do differently?
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