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World’s Smallest Country

No visit to Rome is complete without a trip to Vatican
City. While it's its own independent state today, its
history is a direct continuation of the story of
Christian Rome. After the fall of the Western Roman
Empire, the popes filled the power vacuum, and a

8 small area on the Vatican Hill became their residence
M and the center of the Catholic Church. It's a place of
4 immense spiritual significance and home to some of

| the greatest art and architecture in the world.

“ St. Peter’s Square and Basilica

The first thing you'll see when you approach the
Vatican is the massive St. Peter's Square. This
magnificent open space was designed by the brilliant
_ artist Gian Lorenzo Bernini in the 17th century. He
created two semicircular colonnades—like giant arms
—that seem to welcome everyone into the heart of the
Church. At the center of the square stands a massive
Egyptian obelisk, a relic from ancient Rome that was
moved here in a complex engineering feat. It's a place
where massive crowds gather, especially for papal
blessings. The sheer scale of the square is designed to
B impress, fostering a sense of community and grandeur
8 that prepares visitors for the spiritual journey ahead.

The true highlight of the Vatican is St. Peter's
Basilica. It's one of the largest and most important
churches in the world, and it was built on the site
where St. Peter was believed to have been buried.

M Inside, the scale is simply breathtaking. The dome,

§ designed by the genius artist Michelangelo, is a

8 masterpiece of Renaissance architecture. You can
take an elevator and then walk the rest of the way up
to the top for a stunning view of Rome, offering a
panoramic perspective that connects the spiritual
center of the Vatican with the sprawling historic city
around it. Inside the basilica, you can also see one of
Michelangelo's most famous sculptures, the Pieta,
which shows the Virgin Mary holding the body of
Jesus in a moment of profound grief and beauty. The
basilica is not just a building; it's a testament to the
power of faith and the incredible talent of the artists
who brought it to life. Its intricate details, from the
vast marble floors to the soaring ceilings, invite

. contemplation and awe.
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Vatican Museums

Right next to the basilica are the Vatican Museums,
which house one of the world's most important art
collections. They're a long series of galleries that
contain treasures collected by the popes over
centuries. Walking through them is like taking a
journey through art history, from ancient Roman
sculptures to Renaissance frescoes. The sheer
volume and quality can be overwhelming, but each S
piece contributes to a larger narrative of human
creativity and spiritual devotion.
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A few of the highlights you shouldn't miss are the
Raphael Rooms, a series of four rooms painted by
the artist Raphael and his students. They were
originally Pope Julius Il's private apartments and
are filled with incredible scenes, like The School of
Athens, which shows famous philosophers and
thinkers from ancient Greece debating in an
idealized classical setting. These frescoes not only
showcase artistic genius but also reflect the
intellectual curiosity of the Renaissance popes.

Sistine Chapel

But the real reason most people go to the Vatican
Museums is to see the Sistine Chapel. You'll walk
through many galleries before you get there, and
the anticipation builds. Once you enter, you'll see
the ceiling, which was painted by Michelangelo and
is one of the most famous artworks in the world. It
tells the story of Genesis, from the creation of the
world to the flood.

The most well-known part is the central panel, The
Creation of Adam, where God reaches out to touch
Adam's hand, a symbol of divine spark. On the wall
behind the altar, you'll see Michelangelo's other
famous work, The Last Judgment, which is a huge
and dramatic fresco depicting the second coming of
Christ and the final judgment. The Sistine Chapel is
a place of quiet awe, and it's a perfect ending to the
journey through the museums, leaving visitors with
a lasting impression of artistic and spiritual power.
It represents the pinnacle of Renaissance art, a
visual sermon rendered with unparalleled skill and
emotional depth.
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Reflection Questions

1. St. Peter's Square was designed with its giant arms to welcome everyone, and St.
Peter's Basilica is a testament to the power of faith. How do these huge and beautiful
structures make the Vatican feel like an important and welcoming spiritual center?

2. Michelangelo's works, like the Pieta in the Basilica and the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel, are considered world masterpieces. How do you think seeing such famous and
powerful art, often with religious themes, might affect a visitor's experience of the
Vatican?

3. The Vatican Museums hold countless treasures collected by popes over centuries.
What does having such a vast and important art collection in a religious state tell you
about the connection between art, history, and faith in Rome? What role does the
church play as preserver of Christian culture? How do you preserve Christian culture?

4. Take notice of both the spiritual importance of the Vatican (like being built over St.
Peter's burial site) and its artistic beauty. How do these two aspects work together to
make the Vatican a unique and powerful place for visitors? Should churches not only
demonstrate spiritual power but also seek to display beauty? How would you describe
the architecture of your church?

5. If you were to visit the Vatican, which specific part (St. Peter's Square, the Basilica,
the Sistine Chapel, or the Raphael Rooms) do you think you would find most impactful,
and what kind of feelings or thoughts do you imagine it would spark in you?
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