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EFFECTS OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION IN TÜRKİYE AND MIGRATION-CRIME RELATIONSHIPS
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ABSTRACT
Formun Üstü
Turkey has traditionally been a host country for migration, particularly in the Eurasian context, due to its geographical location and historical cultural ties with other countries. The country's geographical and political position has made it a destination for individuals seeking to emigrate from other countries. Since World War II and the Cold War, mass migration has been replaced by individual migration, and the number of migrants has increased significantly due to pressure-based reasons. In this context, economic, political, and social factors significantly influence the reasons for migration. However, the perception of migrants regarding Türkiye as a destination has generated some controversy in Türkiye; this applies to all receiving countries. In addition to migration from the Middle East, the rate of crime among migrants to Türkiye has been subject of study in recent years. Some criminologists believe migrants may have a higher propensity to commit crime than locals and that many crimes are committed by migrants. Others argue that crime is unrelated to migration. Of course, these two perspectives do not constitute the entire literature on link migration and crime. However, a literature review indicates that these two views are the most popular. Consequently, this study examines both criminologists who directly link crime and immigration, as well as those who disagree. In this context, the belief that crime is committed by immigrants is responsible for immigrants' alienation and their exposure to the country of destination. This study will reach a general conclusion by addressing relationship between immigration and crime.
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TÜRKİYE'DE ULUSLARARASI GÖÇÜN ETKİLERİ VE GÖÇ-SUÇ İLİŞKİLERİFormun Altı

ÖZET
Türkiye, coğrafi konumu ve tarihte diğer ülkelerle kurduğu kültürel bağ nedeniyle, özellikle Avrasya bağlamında, geleneksel olarak göçe ev sahipliği yapan bir ülke olmuştur. Ülkenin coğrafi ve siyasi konumu, diğer ülkelerden göç etmek isteyen bireyler için bir hedef haline gelmesine yol açmıştır. İkinci Dünya Savaşı ve Soğuk Savaş'tan bu yana, kitlesel göçün yerini bireysel göç almış, göçmen sayısı baskı temelli nedenlerle önemli ölçüde artmıştır. Bu bağlamda, ekonomik, politik ve sosyal faktörler göçün nedenleri üzerinde önemli bir etkiye sahiptir. Ancak, göçmenlerin Türkiye'yi bir varış noktası olarak görme algısı Türkiye'de bazı tartışmalara yol açmıştır; bu durum tüm göç alan ülkeler için de geçerlidir. Orta Doğu'dan göçün yanı sıra, Türkiye'ye göç eden bireyler arasındaki suç işleme oranı son yıllarda bir çalışma konusu olmuştur. Bazı kriminologlar, göçmenlerin yerel halktan daha yüksek suç işleme eğilimine sahip olabileceğine ve birçok suçun göçmenler tarafından işlendiğine inanmaktadır. Diğerleri ise suçun göçle ilgisi olmadığını savunmaktadır. Elbette, bu iki bakış açısı göç ve suç arasındaki bağlantıya dair literatürün tamamını oluşturmaz. Ancak, literatür araştırması bu iki görüşün en popüler görüşler olduğunu göstermektedir. Sonuç olarak, bu araştırma suç ve göçü doğrudan ilişkilendiren kriminologların yanı sıra buna katılmayanları da incelemektedir. Bu bağlamda, suçun göçmenler tarafından işlendiği inancı, göçmenlerin varış ülkesinde ve yabancılaşmaya maruz kalmalarından sorumludur. Bu çalışma, göç ve suç arasındaki ilişkiyi ele alarak genel bir sonuca varacaktır.
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INTRODUCTION
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People have always been on the move to find suitable living spaces. While the earliest humans' goals for migration were food and better shelter, with the transition to settled life, the concern for reaching fertile lands became paramount in migration. Wars, internal turmoil, natural disasters, and differences in the economic status of countries are the triggers of today's migrations (Akkaya, 2019). Migrations affect not only the migrants but also the environments and people they migrate to (Bezen Tozkoparan, 2017). The impacts of migration on the human-natural environment have diversified over time. Thus, the migration process has become complex on a spatial scale.
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While the desire to migrate to distant lands, which underlies migration movements, is as old as human history itself, international migration, discussed as a social reality, appears to have matured in the 19th century (Şener, 2017). The emergence of nation-states can be cited as a reason for this. The emergence of nation-states is a turning point for migration. This is thought to be due to the nation-state's concept of establishing national borders and the ethos of "beyond this border, I'm mine" etched in our memories. The nation-state construction that took place in the 19th century was also seen as a symbol of unity focused on ethnic and cultural identity. During this period, the boundaries established by states regarding their sovereign rights over their territories were drawn with bold lines, and national borders were reinforced with these lines, and those crossing these borders began to be referred to as "citizens" and "foreigners." In this context, the emergence of these terms at the end of the 19th century, a period when empires collapsed, is also a topic that deserves further discussion as it relates to international migration (İçduygu, Erder, & Gençkaya, 2014). The mass migrations that occurred in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a period of utter chaos across the world, can also be considered part of this global turmoil.
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By the 20th century, the torture and deaths experienced during World War II led to massive human rights violations worldwide, leading to population movements. Consequently, migration became a significant topic of discussion in recent history. From this perspective, the concepts of refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants became globally relevant concepts under international law. The displacement movements that have occurred or will occur in the future in almost every country worldwide, especially after the establishment of a nation-state, have begun to be interpreted by the peoples of the places to which they migrated, as mentioned above. While some societies consider this displacement a "modernization phase," others consider it a "deterioration of tradition." Alternatively, some societies refer to this situation as the hybridization of modernity and tradition (Bal, 2008). The modern process, which began theoretically and practically after the Renaissance and the French Revolution, reached new heights with the Industrial Revolution, accelerating migration from rural areas to cities and from poor countries to wealthy ones (Oltmer, 2018). In fact, almost all political, economic, and social movements around the world have led to migration.
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Research on migration in the 21st century suggests that individual migration has been replaced by mass migration. This century has been particularly notable for the displacement of masses of people who have been overwhelmed by political oppression and persecution in the Muslim world. In this context, migration movements in this Muslim world, encompassing primarily the Middle East and North Africa, have undoubtedly impacted the states bordering these countries.
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Migration, thanks to its international dimension, allows people of different cultures to meet and live together. However, some researchers see this not as an opportunity, but rather as a major problem. While different cultures can find harmony in coexistence, this situation also brings about intercultural conflicts (Aksoy, 2012). It can be argued that the masses defined as immigrants actually serve as important catalysts for social change. This situation has been further exacerbated by the development of communication and transportation. These developments have transformed the meaning individuals attach to their sense of belonging and the concept of identity (Çağırkan, 2016).
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Societies' desire to move for various reasons has brought with it a multitude of realities, from people's lifestyles to the establishment of states. This has also attracted the attention of social scientists and, considering that the concept of migration also impacts sociocultural, economic, religious, political, and geographical issues, has given the subject of migration an interdisciplinary dimension. From this perspective, migration has become, according to anthropologists, humanity's most important agenda item. When examining the causes of migration in the 21st century, it can be seen that the vast majority of migrations occur not due to individual or arbitrary reasons, but rather due to political and geographical factors (Bommes, 2003). Migration movements, which began with World War II, gained momentum with the collapse of Soviet Russia, and subsequently, with the establishment of nation-states, mass migrations increased. In this sense, migration is defined as the spatial displacement of people from their places of residence to another direction. From a broader perspective, migration can be summarized as the geographical displacement of individuals, either permanently or temporarily, for the purpose of continuing their future lives due to political, economic, social, and sometimes ethnographic reasons (Erdoğan, 2015). Scholars working on migration studies have produced a significant body of literature considering many influential variables, such as the geographical conditions of the "source country," defined as the country of migration, the possible reasons for migration, the qualitative and quantitative characteristics of migrants, and the social and economic conditions of the destinations (Akgül, 2018). Formun Üstü
In this regard, migrations are generally named as “internal migration” and “external migration”, and when the common causes and common results of migration are taken into account, two main headings have emerged: migrations caused by the influence of push factors and migrations caused by pull factors.Formun Altı
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One of the primary expectations of people in the areas they migrate to is the desire to freely practice their own culture in a safe environment. Therefore, in mass migrations, communities generally reside in close proximity and strive to act together. The desire to preserve their own cultures can also be cited as a reason for this. While migrant groups strive to preserve their identities, cultures, languages, traditions, and religions, this is sometimes not accepted by the destination region. As a result, conflicts, violence, and crimes arise in society (İçduygu and Sirkeci, 1999). The primary reason for this is that some migration movements themselves constitute a criminal element. Considering the influx of illegal immigrants into countries and their large numbers, it is clear that the migration movement carries with it a burden of crime. Despite measures taken against international migration, and especially the influx of illegal immigrants, the inability to prevent it unsettles societies. Increasing prejudices and the exclusion of immigrants from many areas not only puts significant pressure on individuals but also exacerbates their feelings of exclusion, increasing their propensity to commit crime. The biggest problems experienced with this migration are not only the financial inadequacy of immigrants, their poor living conditions, and their malnutrition, but also their internal feelings of exclusion, loneliness, and helplessness. Such situations can lead to individuals feeling trapped or having little left to lose, leading them to be prone to crime (Karasu, 2018). However, studies that contradict these views and possibilities can also be found in the literature.
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For example, the 1911 US Immigration Commission Report did not support the view that immigration increases crime (Martinez and Matthew, 2000). A 2015 study indicated that, despite an increase in the number of immigrants as a share of the total population in the US between 1990 and 2013, there was a decrease in property crimes, assaults, and rapes. In this context, Martinez et al. (2015) stated that the claim that crime increases with immigration is not supported by research and suggested that new discussions should be opened. According to the view that the immigrant-crime relationship is a reality, there is abundant data indicating that crime increases with immigration (Wlof, 2015). An increase in crime rates has been observed in the United States, particularly with Mexican immigrants (Zhang, 2018). In some European countries, the relationship between immigration and crime is being investigated and it is concluded that crimes increase with immigration (Vasiljevic et al., 2019).
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This study will attempt to reveal the impact of international migration to Turkey, particularly on crime across the country. The primary data source for this study is the statistics on both migration and crime. Data collection and reliability constitute the study's most significant limitation. It is extremely difficult to obtain data that fully reflects the reality of crime and migration. Furthermore, the high number of unregistered migration and crime cases should not be overlooked. Furthermore, the paucity/lack of studies addressing the relationship between international migration and crime in Turkey has been highlighted through a literature review. In this respect, the study is considered to be among the first within the geography discipline.
2. METHODOLOGY 
This study examines the criminality of immigrants based on various factors related to international migration. Within this framework, theories, research, and evaluations regarding the relationship between immigrants and crime are used to answer the following questions: 
1) Is there a direct relationship between immigration and crime? 
2) What are the theories regarding the relationship between immigration and crime?
3) What are the most crime tendencies of immigrants and what do they cause? 
3. FINDINGS
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The Relationship between Immigrants and Crime
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People who migrate for various reasons bring not only themselves but also the values ​​of their culture to their destination. This cultural baggage brings with it the challenges of the adaptation process that comes with displacement (Kirman, 2016). Within this framework, when examining the adaptation process of immigrants, it becomes clear that the local society cannot easily assimilate them. Immigrants who emigrate or are forced to emigrate from their countries for various reasons often struggle with poverty while also facing racism, marginalization, and humiliation. This situation not only causes psychological trauma for immigrants but also strengthens the relationship between immigrants and crime (Erdentuğ, 1977). A dominant perception has emerged worldwide that immigrants are predisposed to criminal behavior and that the vast majority of crimes are committed by immigrants. Thus, crimes committed by immigrants can contribute to extreme tensions within societies.
In crime and migration research, studies arguing for a direct correlation between crime and migration indicate that immigrants engage in crime due to difficulties finding employment. Similarly, it has been argued that individuals lacking sufficient education, lacking language skills, lacking the skills to work in any economic sector, and particularly young individuals, are more likely to engage in crime in such an environment (Piopiunik and Ruhose, 2017). 
The primary reason for the discrepancy in research findings is the varying age and gender of immigrants. Crime is more prevalent in areas with a high concentration of young immigrants. Similarly, this difference stems from the characteristics of the areas where immigrants settle, along with their economic status and indicators. The employment structure of the regions to which they migrate and the local population's perception of immigrants also influence this situation (Kızmaz, 2018).
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The concept of "crime," however, is defined as a social or natural behavior within criminology, influenced by a sociological perspective. Understanding this phenomenon is possible only through an interpretation of the social structure, relationships, and processes that lead to criminal tendencies (Erdoğan, 2017). For example, criminologists, finding common ground among crime theories, have hypothesized that crime rates are lower in societies that create social order, and that as social disorganization increases, so does the tendency toward crime.
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While there is no single cause of crime, cultural accumulation, economic conditions, social values, religious and moral pressures, and the conjuncture are significant factors in its formation (Heinisch, 2012). For immigrants, all factors, particularly those involved in the adaptation and integration process, can push them into crime. Immigrants who experience psychological trauma and experience more mental exhaustion than physical exhaustion during the migration process can be influenced by all sorts of influences and commit crimes (Bell, 2014). It would be inaccurate to say that no one is more prone to migration than a migrant who feels the devastating psychological impact of migration. While crime is a human-specific concept, it has gained a place in the scientific literature following studies in criminology. Etymologically, this word, defined as "behavior contrary to customs and laws" (Turkish Language Association [TDK]), has been interpreted and analyzed for various reasons. Individuals who exhibit a tendency toward or commit crimes have been the subject of study in psychology, sociology, and political science, in addition to the legal rules that guide the punishment of crime. The reasons for committing crime can generally be linked to the negative social experiences of individuals. Given that alienation, marginalization, and resulting social exclusion are the primary factors that can lead to crime, the relationship between immigration and crime is a topic of considerable interest in criminology. It is noteworthy that immigrants, especially in developed countries, are prone to criminal behavior, and that crime involvement is more common among immigrant families compared to individuals born in destination countries (Koslowski, 2012). The challenges of a new geography, coupled with the oppressive lifestyle experienced by immigrants in an unfamiliar setting, can create the urge to commit crime.
It's also important to note that crimes involving immigrants are primarily rooted in areas with lower economic status. These crimes generally involve property crimes (such as theft and robbery), violence, and increased substance use. It's also been observed that crimes vary across nations. Kidnapping and murder are more common among Italian immigrants, while property crimes are more prevalent among Russian immigrants. However, generalizing these studies and their findings to the entire nation will only make the problem more difficult to solve (Miller, 2009). The higher average rate of young immigrants being involved in crime is often attributed to a feeling of in-betweenness. Due to increasing globalization and the significant urban population growth, families are less able to control young people. Young people's peer and family environment, in particular, can make them more prone to crime (Gökulu, 2010).
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Considering the findings regarding the high crime density and criminal activity of immigrants in destination countries, it is striking that natives living in these countries tend to behave negatively toward immigrants. This leads to marginalization and, consequently, social exclusion. Of course, such acts of exclusion are not only prevalent among citizens but also in political discourse. Otherization and exclusion can also push individuals toward crime (Raffelhüschen and Moog, 2016: 25). Immigrants who feel alienated, lonely, and excluded may turn to crime.
3.2. Theories of Crime and Immigration
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There are several accepted theories of crime in the literature that explain why individuals commit crimes. These theories are classified under four main categories within the scope of social structure theories: functionalist, strain, subcultural, and social ecology theories. 
Functionalist Theory: Led by the famous sociologist Émile Durkheim, functionalist theory works to answer the question of why people commit crimes and sees reasons for crime in social structure. According to Durkheim (1895/1982), all phenomena tend toward harmony within society, considering deviant behavior as normal social phenomena so long as it takes place within certain limits. Crime, argued Durkheim (1893/1938), is an inevitable and necessary part of social life because it helps reinforce norms and can sometimes prompt changes in society. In order to show that there are different definitions of deviance across societies, he referred historically—for example—to the execution of Socrates which, according to Giddens (1972) was perceived as normal by that period's society. This perspective highlights Durkheim’s view that deviance is socially constructed and that its presence contributes to the functioning of society (Downes, Rock & McLaughlin, 2016).
Strain Theory: Strain theory, therefore, shares with Durkheim’s approach the assumption of a homogeneous society based on common fundamental values and explains crime as a function of the social organization of society. The most popular proponent associated with this school is Robert K. Merton. According to Merton (1938), “strain” occurs at the individual level when there is a gap between culturally approved goals and socially structured means available to attain them. This structural imbalance forces some people into deviant or criminal behavior as alternative modes for achieving socially approved success. An extension thus made possible by strain theory regarding an earlier insight provided by Durkheim on anomie (Durkheim; 1897/1951). Strain theorists emphasized more significantly unequal system inadequacies opportunities blocking leads-to-offending.
Subculture Theory: Developed by Albert K. Cohen, and later expanded by Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin, subculture theory seeks the cause of crime in the processes through which deviant norms and beliefs are transmitted and internalized by group members. Cohen (1955) argues that delinquent subcultures arise as collective solutions to shared problems experienced by lower-class youth. Similarly, Cloward and Ohlin (1960) emphasize that access to illegitimate opportunity structures shapes the types of subcultures—criminal, conflict, or retreatist—that individuals may join. According to this theoretical perspective, criminality is assumed to be strongly influenced by groups, gangs, peers, and the environments that surround them (Alpman, 2017).
Social Disorganization Theory: This theory, most notably advanced by the Chicago School and by researchers such as Shaw and McKay, includes approaches that examine human relationships and criminal or deviant behavior in interaction with the geographical environments in which they occur. Shaw and McKay’s work (1942) demonstrated that crime rates were highest in socially disorganized neighborhoods characterized by poverty, residential mobility, and ethnic heterogeneity. According to Ayan (2011), this perspective emerged from studies conducted in Chicago in the late 1910s and early 1920s. The ecological approach assumes an interactive and reciprocal relationship between people who share the same physical space, shaping behavioral patterns and community dynamics (Adiloğlu, 2018).
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Based on the theories above, the factors affecting the occurrence of crime consist of the interaction areas of the individual such as society, environment, culture and geography.Formun Altı
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The Industrial Revolution gave rise to densely populated, complex cities. The industrialization of cities did not occur simultaneously or follow the same pattern across all countries. Therefore, countries that failed to achieve this rhythm were classified as underdeveloped countries. Industrialized states began to view underdeveloped countries as markets for raw materials and cheap labor that needed to be exploited. This process accelerated migration and paved the way for an unhealthy urban landscape (Keleş, 2000). 
When comparing urban and rural crime rates, cities have higher crime rates due to their overpopulation. While cities experience population growth within themselves, they are subject to migration from both rural areas and internationally. Migration is a complex process for people, and depending on the distance traveled, it can be tiring and challenging. Therefore, it can be said that young people and men are the primary participants in migration (Tümertekin, 1973). Migration is generally undertaken to achieve better working standards and earn more money. Even if the reason for migration is war, civil unrest, epidemics, etc., the desired situation in the place of migration is always to achieve better living conditions.
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In today's discussions of immigrant acceptance and social integration, the process of locals accepting nomads marks a time-consuming period in almost every country worldwide. Simply focusing on criminal migrant behavior is certainly insufficient. Research on the causes of migration indicates that migratory mobility is predominantly driven by economic and political pressure. Based on this, it can be concluded that nomadism today is not individual but mass. Despite this, mass migration takes a long time to be accepted by locals and, in some cases, results in exclusion. Every migrant seeking to adapt to their destination enters the labor market in their host country as a cheap labor force. Because the demand for below-market wages creates employment challenges for locals, according to some interpretations, this is perceived as a reason for locals to dislike and adapt to immigrants. Beyond the economic framework mentioned, the fact that migrants bring their own cultural baggage (Kirman, 2020) to their destinations stands out as the most significant cause of cultural change for both migrants and locals.
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Urbanization doesn't always produce positive effects. Individuals' inability to find employment in cities, their inability to adapt to urban life, and the existence of subcultural groups are cited as reasons that open the city and crime dichotomy to debate. Social divisions bring about tension, and this tension, over time, predisposes individuals or groups to crime. The relationship between urbanization and crime was first revealed and debated in 1920 through research conducted in Chicago. According to this research, areas where urban growth is accompanied by deterioration in structure and amenities are considered major crime areas (Conklin, 2007). While the term "city" often evokes the image of overpopulated settlements, simplifying cities makes it difficult to understand the relationship between city-migration and city-crime. In developing and developed countries experiencing intense migration, the cultures and lives of immigrants, their reasons for migration, and their financial resources rapidly transform urban landscapes. Besides the challenge of social integration, the most significant problems immigrants face are housing and unemployment. The housing problems faced by immigrants, in particular, pave the way for the rapid deterioration of urban architecture and the emergence of unplanned urbanization. The short distances these living spaces face from modern urban areas have made these contrasts all the more apparent. These developments are defined as uncontrolled areas within the city and are seen as unsafe and crime-prone. The failure to meet the demands of immigrants, the rise in undocumented labor, the lack of compensation for labor, the lack of access to social security, and the emergence of economic hardships pave the way for the emergence of groups that feel marginalized and disenfranchised. Consequently, people attempt to achieve their desired lives through force. This increases crime rates in these areas, and the people living there are further marginalized by society.
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Class differences, people's ambitions, and the fluctuations in economic structure all contribute to the changing complexion of crime in a given area. The differences in age, gender, family status, sect, and ethnic backgrounds of people living in cities are factors that influence crime rates. When we look at spatial characteristics, we see that the city's population density, the city's design to reduce crime rates, the proximity or distance of the city center, and the residents' perspectives on crime are also factors that influence crime rates. Building conditions often take on an unhealthy appearance with mass migration. People living in these unhealthy environments have lower access to services than others, increasing the rate of crime (Ayhan and Çubukçu, 2007).
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In recent years, individual and micro-studies conducted by criminologists, sociologists, and psychologists have concluded that the relationship between immigration and crime varies by region (Reid et al., 2005; Alaniz et al., 1998; Lee et al., 2001). These studies indicate that immigrants living in suburban areas exhibit more criminal behavior than immigrants settling in cities. In this context, social settlement appears to positively and negatively influence the relationship between immigration and crime. Suburban and urban settlements not only associate immigrants with crime but also directly with unemployment. Piopiunik and Ruhose (2017), who conducted research on the impact of immigration on crime, argue that the fact that immigration leads to criminal outcomes increases anxiety toward immigrants and fuels social exclusion.
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Over the last two decades, significant literature has been published on the relationship between immigration and crime. Some of these studies, conducted at both the individual and macro levels, have shown that immigrants commit fewer crimes than their native-born counterparts, while other studies have found higher rates of crime committed by immigrants (Dolu, 2012). From this perspective, the socioeconomic level and immigrant profile of the country where the immigrant population resides have arguably emerged as the most important elements of these studies. For example, Lauritsen emphasized that immigration and crime rates in suburban areas are positive, while immigration in urban centers is negative (Agnew, 1991). The relationship between immigration and crime has become a factor that also needs to be investigated for the native population of the destination country. Accordingly, the racism, atheism, cultural exclusion, and resulting marginalization of immigrants by native-born immigrants demonstrates that indigenous people also tend to commit crimes against immigrants. For example, in the armed attack on two mosques during Friday prayers in Christchurch, New Zealand's South Island, four people, including a woman, were arrested, and it was announced that 40 people lost their lives in the attack (Anadolu Agency, 2019). This clearly demonstrates the reality of the criminal bias between indigenous people and immigrants.
In recent years, efforts have been made to prevent the security threat to Turkey from Middle Eastern migrations escalating into violence. Violence highlights a pathological structure that can be encountered everywhere and at every level. The concept of social violence is often readily apparent in societies characterized by social incompatibility and cultural conflict. In particular, in places where migrants migrate, feelings of loneliness, exclusion, a lack of belonging, and a sense of powerlessness, coupled with the lack of security within society, can lead individuals, and then society itself, to violence. Individual reactions can easily escalate into social incidents when the time is right (Köse, 2006). 
While there are regional and city-wide differences in crime in Turkey, there appears to be a trend toward an increase in public order crimes. Studies indicate that these crimes are concentrated primarily in the western half of Turkey. These crimes are generally committed against property. These crimes are most common in areas with high population and urbanization rates, socioeconomically developed regions, and particularly in areas receiving immigrants (Günay Ergün, 2006).Formun Altı
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Immigrants bring uncertainty to cities. The lack of knowledge among locals about their economic situation, identity, lifestyle, and culture creates unease and creates anxiety in society. Large numbers of immigrants often bring cheap labor into the picture, and any crime can quickly turn attention to them, further complicating urban life. This situation can cause resentment on both sides. While it is acknowledged that various security problems arise with immigration, perceiving immigrants as criminals is incorrect. In fact, this approach hinders social cohesion and can lead immigrants to turn to crime more easily. Middle Eastern immigrants first entered Turkey on April 29, 2011, and Turkey, ignoring risks many countries would not be able to afford, implemented an open-door policy towards its neighbors. The conditions immigrants experience in their home countries and the conditions they face upon arriving in Turkey have primarily raised the risk of infectious diseases. Approximately four million immigrants have entered Turkey in a short period of time. The reasons for anxiety were identified as not knowing the language, lack of education, having few job opportunities or being employed cheaply, whether they were involved in terrorist events, and not knowing their cultural structure (Karasu, 2018).
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With the influx of immigrants into Turkey, they concentrated in many cities such as Gaziantep, Şanlıurfa, Hatay, Kilis, and Istanbul, and in 2016-2017, the local population began to react to this density. The fact that immigrants of Middle Eastern origin worked for low wages, their living standards fell short of those of the local population, the language barrier made communication difficult, and the shortage of accommodations increased the number of shantytowns, led to various irregularities and chaos. The economic hardship of immigrants has led to an increase in begging and, in particular, to a rise in ordinary crimes. In areas with a high immigrant population, an increase in crimes such as sexual crimes, theft, assault, purse snatching, threats, and child abuse has been observed (Dinçer et al., 2013).
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European countries have taken a clear stance on Middle Eastern immigration, opting to maintain border security. Turkey has allowed controlled groups to enter Turkey. Furthermore, numerous uncontrolled entries have occurred. This has impacted daily life in Turkish cities, and the failure to account for uncontrolled immigration has strained the economy. People's tendency to maintain their habits, their inability to adapt quickly to changes, migrants' incompatibility with the social structure they come from and their consequent exclusion, their economic inadequacy, and their comparison of their lives with those of the upper classes are all problems created or will be created by immigration. Whether these translate into crime will depend solely on the migrants' own thoughts and the environment they live in.
The increase in urban populations due to migration has brought about economic conflicts. This has created a dual economic and social structure in society. These financial inadequacies fuel many crimes, such as mugging, theft, domestic violence, and corruption. Eliminating this situation is possible by adopting a social state approach, providing financial support to individuals, and striving to minimize social conflicts. However, in no country today, this is impossible to resolve quickly. The economic levels of immigrants, the employment structure of the destination region, the gender and age distribution of immigrants, the attitudes of local people toward immigrants, their perspectives on crime, and the relationship between crime and their culture can all influence the direction of the link between crime and immigration. This makes it difficult to establish clear-cut attitudes. The desire for greater rights among immigrants and the public's discomfort with this situation hinder the integration of the two cultures. Consequently, immigrants facing economic hardship may have a tendency toward crime. However, the generally welcoming nature of the Turkish people makes the process less difficult and does not mitigate racist activities.
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Hosting approximately 4 million migrants in Turkey, who migrated due to the turmoil in the Middle East, has brought about both economic and social problems. In fact, the arrival of such a large number of people has created challenges that no single country can overcome on its own. Providing these people with vital standards such as employment, housing, education, healthcare, and nutrition has led to internal conflicts and conflicts between people. This situation goes beyond Turkey's ability to make decisions alone and necessitates international action.
4. DISCUSSION
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Sociology examines the concept of crime within the context of social organizations, social processes, and relationships. One such attempt is to explain crime by relating it to culture. From this perspective, the phenomenon of crime emerges as a manifestation of cultural conflicts. For this reason, sociologically based theories of crime attribute the causes of crime to cultural and social factors that may be caused by the negative burden of immigration.
Formun Üstü
Because migration can lead to cultural conflicts, it is a concept some sociological theories employ to explain crime. In this context, these theories can be broadly classified under three headings: structure, interaction, and critical/conflict theories.
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When considering the relationship between immigrants and crime, understanding the causes of violence is beneficial. Individual violence is generally explained in two ways. The first argues that violent behavior is an innate, acquired characteristic that emerges from instinctual and impulsive factors, while the second argues that violent behavior is an acquired characteristic that emerges from social factors. The first view explains violence without using social factors and applies to all individuals. Accordingly, violence is an instinctual need, like food and sex. In this context, as Durkheim pointed out, social structure, marginalization, and economic inequalities increase immigrants' propensity to commit crime and can lead to their propensity for crime in the destination country.
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This research concludes that immigrants' criminal behavior stems not from their migration, but rather from the social integration challenges they face in their adopted home. Traveling to a place they've never been to, encountering a culture they've never encountered, and then struggling to survive under dire economic circumstances is a controversial topic that affects not only immigrants but everyone.
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CONCLUSION
[bookmark: _GoBack]As research into human psychology reveals, violence is a manifestation of an individual's desperation and their last resort. At this point, migration should be a prominent issue in the public policies of target countries, and ministries of migration should be established, especially in developed countries. This way, integrating indigenous and nomadic communities can become a less time-consuming process through public policy, and the relationship between migration and crime can be addressed more objectively, as a relationship between individuals and crime.Formun Altı
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Following international migration, three states generally emerge within the receiving society: integration, assimilation, and separation. Therefore, managing the integration process is crucial. Immigrants must adapt to a new life through a smooth transition, maintaining their true identity while also adapting to the new culture (Günay et al., 2017). Since 2011, Turkey has experienced intense international migration across the country. These migrations were attempted to be carried out under state supervision, but this intensification also led to illegal entry. The uncertainty of identity during these illegal migrations and the material deprivation of many immigrants initially disturbed Turkish citizens. Locals initially believed that the migration to Turkey was limited and limited in duration. According to studies by Tunç (2015) and Dinçer et al. (2013), as the number of immigrants increased in provinces such as Gaziantep, Kilis, Hatay, and Şanlıurfa, where immigrants from the Middle East are particularly numerous, the local population's reaction became more pronounced. According to the studies cited, immigrants' creation of a cheap labor force in their cities of origin, and the fact that locals are no longer preferred due to high wages, has led to public outrage. Studies also indicate that immigrants' growing opposition to low wages, their lack of accommodation, and their inability to express themselves due to their lack of language skills have exacerbated these problems.
Formun Üstü
Archival records of previous incidents are crucial in efforts to prevent and curb crime rates. Archive records of previous crimes committed or attempted by foreigners migrating as war victims are unknown upon entering Turkey. Furthermore, because this information is not publicly shared on international platforms, foreign nationals arriving in a new country are left to live their lives with a clean slate. It is impossible to access the criminal histories of foreign immigrants arriving in Turkey. Therefore, it is not known whether these individuals are potential criminals. This situation creates weaknesses in security measures.
Formun Üstü
If incoming foreign nationals are not issued a temporary Republic of Turkey citizenship identification number, the tax office cannot issue assessment orders for crimes that result in administrative sanctions and judicial fines. It is also clear, based on research findings, that issuing temporary Republic of Turkey identification numbers to foreign nationals residing in Turkey will significantly prevent the inclination and incentive to commit crime.
Formun Üstü
The scope of Law No. 5326 on Violations is to maintain public order. In this context, the law authorizes local authorities to make decisions to maintain public order and, if law enforcement detects violations of these decisions, to impose administrative sanctions (fines) approved by the local authorities. Based on this authority, decisions can be made in provinces to regularly monitor the movements of foreign nationals. This decision will ensure more effective control of these individuals. For example, a decision requiring notification in cases where homeowners rent their homes to foreign nationals or evictions of homes rented to foreign nationals could reduce the number of crimes by acting as a preventative measure. In cases where communication devices and telephone lines allocated by GSM operators are sold to foreign nationals, the local authorities can also decide to report these transactions to law enforcement. In case the relevant law enforcement officers detect a violation of the decision, it is thought that progress will be made in terms of preventive service and effective control of these individuals, as the administrative sanction decision will be valid.
It is known that foreign immigrants prefer to reside in areas where their own nationals reside and in neighborhoods with low rents. Based on this finding, increasing the number of preventive law enforcement personnel working in neighborhoods with a high foreign population will be effective in crime prevention. 
It would also be important to ban the sale of cutting tools (daggers, Rambo knives, switchblades, corrugated knives, brass knuckles, etc.) covered by Law No. 6136 on firearms and knives, which are not subject to licenses, and blank-firing pistols, which can be sold without a license under Law No. 5729 on weapons capable of firing sound and tear gas cartridges. Inspecting hunting dealers and similar businesses to address this situation will be effective in crime prevention. 
Immigrants' top priorities are to make the difficult lives they left behind easier in their adopted countries. To achieve this, their professional lives must be shaped. First and foremost, socialization in the workplace will foster social harmony and reduce social prejudices. A key characteristic of small cities in Turkey is that residents can easily provoke one another. While knowing each other has its advantages, this can also be a disadvantage. Therefore, policies towards immigrants must be carefully considered by the relevant state departments to reflect the perceptions reflected across society as a whole.Formun Altı
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Policies should be developed to prevent crimes involving immigrants. Providing job opportunities for immigrants should be a primary concern. In this regard, it is crucial for relevant authorities to assess immigrants' knowledge and skills.
Formun Üstü
Finally, language barriers faced by international students in education centers should be prioritized. Orientation programs for international students in primary and secondary education should be made long-term and effective. Local residents should be included in these orientation processes, and the process should be monitored holistically. Because the aforementioned measures are easier to implement in smaller cities, this will contribute to achieving social harmony quickly. It is argued that when social harmony is achieved, the positive relationship between crime and immigration will reverse to a negative one.
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