N

Capers

November - 2024

The Monthly Newsletter of The Candlewood Amateur Radio Association
Mailing Address: 120 Fire Hill Road Ridgefield CT 06877.
Visit us on the Web at http://www.cararadioclub.org

Editor: Daniel Fegley i W1QK

This in-person meeting will be conducted on Friday, November 8 at the
Stony Hill Fire House on Rte. 6 (Newtown Road) in Bethel.
Gather at 7:00 pm. Meeting begins promptly at 7:30 pm.

Elmer Night is back!

Our next Program/Actity meeting is Friday 11/8 at 7:30pm Stony Hill FD.
Please send your questions in advandes@surer@wlgi.org

The term "Elmer" meaning someone who provides personal guidance and assistance to
would-be hams, first appeared in QST in a March 1971 "How's DX" column by Rod Newkirk,
WOBRD (now also VA3ZBB). Newkirk called them "the unsung fathers of Amateur
Radio."Jan 10, 2021
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CARA Monthly Program/Activity Meéing Agenda
November 82024Stony Hill FD

[CARAW1QI] CARA ProgramMeeting this Friday 11/8 at 7:30pm at the Stony Hill
FD Doors open at 7piaitt.netinbox

From: wljma@wlqgi.org To: carawlqgi@qgroups.ioSat, Nov 2 at 6:42 PM

CARA montHy program meeting will be held this coming Fridaywill be Elmer
night and distribution of the General Class Study Manual for those interested in the
class this winter Please send me your questions in advance so | can organize them.

We are startiig something new, please bring
some snackandor soft drinks b share.

CARA Program/Activitie Meeting- Novembe

1 Welcome
o Pledge ofAllegiance
o0 Attendee Introductions
9 Announcements
o0 Upcoming Eventdlovember
A Pasta Night Vespucci Lodge Tuesday 11/19 at 6pm
A National Guard Event Thursday 11/14 at 9am in Torrington
A Final POTA of the Season Sunday 11/&2f0Putnam
Park
o0 Good of theOrder
A Past member Fred Pachaly N1KPY SK
1 Program/Activity-Elmer Night
o Distribution of General Class Study Books for those interested
in Winter Class
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Presi de nsadges Me s November is also the ARRL Sweepstakesnt.
The CW portion will be over by the time you
de WINSK , read this, buthe SSBportion is coming up on
i November 16/17. Lots of Activity especialby
10 Meters Good time to earn
Stateso Certificatel

See you on the Air!

Bud- W1NSK
CARA President

Welcome to November!

| cannot believe the hiolays are jusaround the
corner! Check the website and CAPERS for all
details regarding the holiday Party and other
goings on in the next month or two!

| will be getting an earlfhristmas present. A CARA Has been an ARRL Affiliated
total hip replacement procedure on Nov!"3 Club since 1946 i 78 Years in 2024
Althoughcautious, lam looking forward to its

completion, less pain and more mobility. | should
be fiback at it, 100% WiceyPresid epet &ntbedMe s s a g
Holidays!

de W1JGM

We had a great turnout at the New Faidi€lar
Show andPOTA event in October. Severeub
operatingevents are beip held this nonth. Pasta
Night, always a favorite, is November19oin
us!

We are looking for new ideas for club meeting
presentations. If you have something you would
like to share with theclub or just an idea, let me
know and weoll .see wh

Weareagoup of volunteer
joined a committee, please let one of the officer

know what vyour interejf ‘97 tnd wedll get
you involved! We are especiallgoking for a ok
AChief I nformation Of cero to work on public

for club everts and happengs. If you have an
interest in this area let an officer know.
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CARAas a provertrack recod as averyactive  DuringOctober, we hosted SoecialEvent

Amateur Radid\ssociation covering many Statiors at the New FairfieldibnQ dub@a I y y dzk
aspects of the hobbfrom UHF, YAF, HRto Parks car show at §uantz Pod State Parkvhile

on TheAir ¢ POTASpecial Eveniand concurrently operanhg our monthly PO A

Contesting We strive to teach, enricland enpy event TheCARA Special Evestation & the

our hobby throughfriendshp and sharing. New Fairfield Town Faivas alschugesuccess

offering learningexperiences for the public and
CARA membs. It appeared to me thaall these
activitieswere fun for CARA members who
ThereQd so muchthat appliesfrom other aspects participated These events are open for all

of life. Whether you're intastronomy, members to participate indare multiple
electronics, emergency preparednessieless  meansto get on the air.

experimental projectsike robotics,public
servicefunctions,or justthe ability to help your
neighbor in an emergencythereQ a@n activity
within amateur radio for you.

We encourage all members to participatetime
variedaspects of thigreat hobby.

Remember that tis Fridg's meeting at the

Stony Hill Fire Departmemin Route 6 in Bethel
will be an Elmer session. Bring your questions
andanyequipment that you have questions

I £ FNBS LI NI 2F Y GSdoNdttdthededtingt 8 a9t YSNRAyYy 3£
which is aneans to mentor otherswithin the
hobby.Signficant knowledgecan be learned
from the experiences of other hams based on
their chamradio career€ profession and 73,
general knowledge.

Come ask listen, sharelearn,and be involved
then get on the air.

John Morelli¢c W1IGM
| believethese arethe fundamental easonsvhy  CARA Viceresident
CAR/Asponsordn-personElmerNights

HereQ your opportunity to ask otheamateurs
your questions work hands orwith equipment
andexplorethe hobbywith likemindedpeople
within a friendly atmospherelhese handsn
sessionare exendedthrough ourweekly
TEAMSsession®n Sunday night at:80 pm on
the club'sTEAMShat room All members are
welcome ad encouragedo join the club CARA is an ARRL-Designated
mentors at this event. Weekly Emails are sent ARRL SSC fgce;gii'itsiggvigﬁgv;?application
with the meeting credentiallink to join. Sessions approved: March 2024

normally lastapproximately an bur.
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member to note which 2 of the 4 standing
committees they will work on.

Committee Reports:

1 Repeater SteveN1SMS submitted a
written report of the status on the
potential new locations for our 2m and
440 repeaters now that we have been
evicted from Sprucélountain by the
City of DanburyBased on recent
correspondence, we must vacate by
3/31/25. There are 2 potential sites
being evaluatedone is New Fairfield and
one in Danbury.

1 Administrative Committee

o Stephanie reported on the IT
subcommittee She is developing
a plan to migrate the domains
from HostGatorto Go Daddy.

o Capers Subcommitteeditor, Dan
W1QK reminded those attending
information for the Capers is due
by the end of the month

0 License/Training Subcommittee
TheGeneral dss is planned for
Q1 of 2025. The books will be
distributed asap to those
technicians wishing to upgrade.

1 Programs and Activities Committee

o Winter FD is at Baltond onthe
25/25th of January Planning will
be discussed in December and
January.

0 Our find POTA for the 2024
season wilbe Sunday 11/10/24
10-2p at Putnam Park in Redding

o The National Guard Event is on
Thursday 11/14 at 9am at the fire
training center in Torrington.

0 The first club stations on the air
will be Saturday 12/21 at 1pm at
W1IMA and W1SMS. Others are
invited to open their stations to
this event.

Old business:
9 There was discussion on the HF
equipment lending program.
f ¢KS b2@SYO6 SN LINRPINI Y
Night

New Business:

1 There was discussion on the revised
policy and praedures amended to
reflectthe new constitution and dgws.
There was discussion and agreement on
using a parental release form should
CARA want to publish pictures of minors
in Capers and or the Website.

1 The Christmas Party is planned for 12/26
at the Bg Eaters should they be holding
the event on Boxing Day.

Announcements:

1 The informal pasta dinner is Tuesday
11/19 at 6pm at the Vespucci lodge. All
Welcome.

1 ARES SET this Saturd&}29

Good of the Order
1 It was noted in QST that former member
Fred Pabaly N1KPY became a Silent Key.
1 John W1JGM reminded those attending
that club members can have Microsoft
365 as full membership perk

Adjournment and next meetings:

1 The program meeting on Friday 11/8 will
be held at the Stony Hill FD and will be
Elmers Night

1 The next business meeting will be held
on Fridayl1/22 at 7:30pm on TEAMS.

1 Meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm.
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Nov. 9 -10: WAE DX RTTY, OK/OM CW
contests

Nov. 10: CARA monthly POTA activation 1
Putnam Memorial State Park i
Redding. Contact W1JMA - CARA
POTA coordinator. NOTE :Changed
from Saturday to Sunday.

\ Nov. 14: CT National Guard Communications
R g Training Event. 9:00 am. Litchfield
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndbmgﬂ:ﬂgﬂ%m&@éﬁ@pnnnnnnnnnn

Torrington

Nov. 16-17: ARRL Sweepstakes i SSB

Nov. 19: CARA Monthly Pasta Night Dinner -
Vespucci Italian-American club in
Weekly CARA Sunday club NETS: Danbury on Vespucci Dr. $ 12 cash for
bow! of pasta with meatball and/or
Italian sausage link with delicious

Informal 10M Net: 28.490 MHz. USB 7:00 pm 1 sauce, salad, bread & butter. Cash bar
7:30 pm. Net Control: Vin i N2OHH for soda, wine, and beer. 6:00 pm.
The CARA Net: W1QI 2M FM Repeateri 7:30 .
pm. -
Net Controls: David - KB1ZAC, Charlie - KC1IBR. -
UL ¥ . \

_ _ |l D
Contact Vin i N20OHH or David i KB1ZAC lu.‘ LY
respectively if you would like to be a CARA 10M or —

2M Net Control Operator. Nov. 22-24: CQWW DX CW HF Contest

Nov. 22: CARA Monthly Planning Meeting on
TEAMS: 7:30 pm

Nov. 25: CT ARES Region 5 Monthly meeting

via TEAMS.
Upcoming Contests, Hamfests Events & Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27: CWops CWT contest - 1300Z
Meetings: & 1900Z Wednesday, and 0300Z (Thursday)
https://cwops.org/cwops-

Nov. 8 CARA Monthly Program/Activity tests/https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
Meeting. In-person at Stony Hill FD, _
Bethel. EImer Night. Gather at 7:00 pm, December 1: December 2024 Capers input
gavel at7:30 pm deadllne quk@snet.net

10
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Editor: Dates, links, and other details for this column
provided by:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html

For current scores, visit:
https://www.3830scores.com/index.php

Use this link to access the WA7BNM

Contest Calendar website:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html

Editor:

CARA has contributed financial support to WA7BNM
for his Contest Calendar and 3830 Contest Scores
websites for two years.

de W1QK:

Elmer E. Smith

Why do hams use the termcEImernd?

In the amateur radio context, the term
"Elmer" refers to a mentor or teacher
who helps newcomes learn about
radio operation and technology.There
IS no connection to Elmer Fudd, the
cartoon character.

The origin of the term comes from the
name Elmer E. Smithwho was an early
amateur radio operator and a
significant figure in the 20th century.
He was known for his willingness to
help and teach others about radio.

The term has since evolved to describe
anyone who takes on a mentoring role

in the amateur radio community,
guiding newcomers throughthe
complexities of radio operation,
licensing, and tednical knowledge. The
concept emphasizes the importance of
community and support in the hobby.

Rick Lindquist (WW1ME) traces the
origin of the term Elmer to March 1971
iIssues of QST magazine, the term
appearedi n How@d X6 col u
Rod Newkirk (WOBRD) R mentor
was a ham named Elmer and the
message was that every new ham
should have an Elmer to help them

OEl mer 6 was a
during the early days of ham radio, but
dropped off in popularity by the end of
the 1930&.

Ham Terms to know:

What are the origins and opinions of
the amateur radio terms "lid" and
aappliance operator@?

Lid

Others may have a more plausible answer, but
my recollection is that a Morse code operator
who sends sloppy, erratic code sounds like
heds using the o61id©o
actual telegraphy key. The term generally
means a poor operator who causes poblems
for other operators.

11
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Appliance Operator

I'm a new ham here and in reading a thread
about being "ghosted" when attending a ham
radio club meeting one of the members here
mentioned "appliance operators".

Feeling | might be one myself | looked up a
definition and found this article which dates to
2005 and in doing so was 13 years ahead of its
time on some of the ham radio opportunities
around in 2018.

Before | post the link to that article, I'd like to
give a very brief (but accurate) resson why |
became a ham just 5 weeks ago.

I and my wife are avid hikers (and 74 years old)
and we sometimes go where cell phone
coverage doesn't exist, but a repeater might

be in reach. Thinking we could use an extra
margin of safety in the event of an injury or
needing to report something bad happening

on the trail | decided to get on 2 meters.

So far have used the HT on several hikes just
seeing if it would hit the repeaters (it did) and
made the 5 to 10 miles (round trip hikes)
without incident or the n eed to use the HT for
its intended safety purpose. That will be the
case 99% of the time I'm sure, but a twisted
ankle isn't a pleasant thing, so......

Anyway, here's the link to the article and feel
free to comment on what it means to YOU to
have "appliance operators"” sharing the
airwaves with folks who have a vared set of
interests that don't revolve around the
mechanics of modifying a rig or building the
ultimate antenna.

https://www.eham.net/article s/11116

Ham radio has so many different facets that
the term appliance operator is meaningless.
You might as well call a CW operator a code
head. My main issue is with operators who get
licenses for limited purposes - say family
communications but are otherwise not
interested in the hobby or public service.

Ham radio is social networking. Talking or
communicating should be one of the main
reasonsfor getting a license. Your purpose for
getting licensed is perfectly fine, but there are
issues. One is thatrelying on ham radio for
emergency assistance is problematic at best. Is
anyone listening? Will they even respond? If
you are not involved with a club or ARES
group, no one will know who you are and may
not respond. On the other hand, if you have a
personal connection, they are more likely to
help.

By all means use your radios while hiking but
make connections through a repeater, check
into nets, volunteer for events. That way
people will know your call and respond if you
need help. You can tell people of your plans
and ask them to listen for you.

| monitor eight or nine frequencies in three
bands whenever | can. Rarely, | hear visitors or
new operators calling and | try to respond. Try
to be proactive.

Operators with all types of interests. | knew
one guy that had never talked on the radio -
he only used code. | know others that have
never talked below 2 meters and others that
have never talked above 6 meters. A friend of
mine and a long time (55+ years) ham had
never used the 220 band until he borrowed
one of my radios.

12
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These days serious homebrew radios are the
exception but experimenting with antennas is
easy. A roltup j-Pole might be a good thing to
have in the wilderness. Even if you only have a
2-meter HT you should know how to program
it, how to use simplex and how the band plan
works. Whatis a valid simplex frequency?
What part of the band is used for weak signal
or sideband? We once had a group of hang
glider pilots who got ham licenses and set
themselves up in the weak signal SSB area of
the 2-meter band using FM. Not cool. They
didn't kn ow any better and moved off to
another part of the band when they were
informed of the band plan.

You might want to invest in a satellite distress
beacon to carry alongside your HT if you are
truly concerned about summoning aid in an
emergency in the back country. Also, in
California you can join CalStar/Reach for very
little money. They will then med-evac you at
no charge if possible.

Have fun and enjoy your hikes.
Lauri-CoyoteFrostbite

Smiles, 6UMU... watome to the wonderful
world of amateur radio ! And let me be one of
the first to tackle your question.

First off, | don't think there is anyone out there
that can rightly call another ham an "AQ".....
Maybe yearsago, when hams did build a lot of
their own equipment - but those days are
gone. Hams might have called each other that
out of jealousy-- they envied the guy with the
$3$ store-bought goodies... but today everyone
can afford and owns the same toys.. and why
not?...they are great bargains that just about
anyone can afford, at the same level. The

prices of radio stuff today make building your
own strictly something you want to do, not
Have to do.

Remember too that few built their own
receivers 'homebrewing' was mostly
transmitters.

Maybe the 'real hams' today will assemble
components modules, modify existing radios,
design and fabricate antennas-- but the true
dye-in-the wool experimenters are rare ducks
these days.Yes,they are out there, but there
are very fewthat can build a direct conversion
10 Gig SSB transceiverlet alone design one...
or even understand what | just said.** :)

| will, in a friendly way, challenge you, or
anyone else one out there- to show me a ham
that has built his own station from the
IC/transistor/tube level up - Any takers?And
I'm looking for something meaningful - like
nothing less than a multiband HF/VHF all
mode transceiver.

Of course, there are no takers-- we are all
Appliance Operators.

6UMU, Enjoy your hobby at whatever level you
desire... and if anyone calls you an "AO" send
that clown my way.... | will pick his bones clean
1) Lauri

The ARRL Letter

John E. Ross, KD8IDJ, Editor | October 31, 2024

All Treas, No Tricksin ARRL
NovemberSweepstakes
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Halloween is here,
which means ARRL
Sweepstakes is
knocking at the door
No tricks, though,
sad ARRL Contest
Program Manager
Paul Bourque, N1SF|
GLT GKS o
conditions are as
good as they were
GKA&a fl ad

$SS1USYRZ
The CW weekend of ARRL Sweepstakes
November 2t 3. ARRL Sweepstakes is th
"oldest domesic contest, leginning in
Mo nIé ¢ A nkKtthe haividisl
multi-operator, and school club levels.

Editor:
Fun FactCARA Founder]oe Feeley
WI1ADW won the first CW Sweepstakes

In this contest, multipliers are the 85 ARR
and RAC Sectionsaeh may be worked onc
in the contest, regardless of band. The
exchange is daunting for contdstst-timers,
but familiar to thase who have operated it
before. Contacts may be made on 160, 8(
40, 20, 15, and0 meters, but because
multipliersmay only bevorked once,
activity tends to cluster on the bands that
are open and populated.

Phone weekrnd will be November 16 18.

Seethe full rules and additional informatiol
at www.arrl.org/sweepstakes

ARRL Contest Update @@BRL

September 25, 2024
Editor: Paul Bourque, N1SFE

Sghts and Sounds

POTA and Contesting: A Great Combinat
Seasoned contester and chairman of the
California QSO Party Dean Wood, N6DE,
passionate Parks on tharAPOTA) activato
and contester John Owens, NN6U, joined
Kevin Thomas, W1DED, for aremiew on
his YouTube channel, W1DED Worldwide
Ham Radio.

Dean and John discuss how portable
operations such as POTA are breaking dc
traditional barriers to contsting. State QS(
parties, like the California QSO Party, are
encouraging POTA activators participate,
offering special awards and incentives.

The video is available
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qu¥
ezzuTDZO0

¢ Thanks to Dean Wood, N6DE
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https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTc3NzA4JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNTY5MTQxMg/index.html
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Autumn kicks off the major
Ham Radio Contest season.

Two of the year's biggest events are
the ARRL November Sweepstakes and
the CQ Worldwide .

Contesting is a great way to improve
your operating skills and a great

excuse t o upgrade your station. It's
also your best opportunity to work

some new States or DX Countries.

This year CQWW SSB is October 26th
27th,and CW is November 23rd -
24th. Sweepstakes CW is November
2nd -4th, SSB is November 16th  -18th.

New -- or even not -so-new -- to Radio
Contests? Click here for some

tips on how to make the most of

them. Every licensed Ham has at least
some operating privileges on the HF
Bands, and with the sunspot cycle
improving daily thi s year's events
should provide a whole lot of fun.

2024 Ham Exam Schedule

Upcoming CARA 2024 Amateur radio
exams:

| have scheded the following times for ham
radio testing at the Stony Hill Firehouse.

All sessions are at 11:30 am on Saturdays.
December 7, 2024

73,JonBernon- AJ1U
CARA VolunteerExaminerSession Coordinator

_ THANKSGIVING
“DAY2024 — o

CT ARES Information:

Annual Connecticut Section
SimulatedEmergency TestSET

Phil Crombie, KIXFC CT Section
Emergency Coordinator

The Connecticut SEWas helcbn Saturday
October 26 from 0900 to 1200 hourBhe
purpose of the SEWvasto engage as many
ARES members as possihietesting their
emepgency communications capabilitieg/e do
this following a probable scenario that could
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https://qsradio.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a6e8e950aa932d51c345073&id=01db5bdc46&e=c6b4f5f0fa
https://qsradio.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a6e8e950aa932d51c345073&id=01db5bdc46&e=c6b4f5f0fa

impact Conneticut. This yearwas afailure of for CT ARES announcements and links to CT
the statewide 911 systenOn SET Saturday we ARES meetings via TEAMS.

tested VHF, UHF, HF and digital hford0O1@snet.net
communications moded/Ne also activatechany
local EOCs. Visit this website to learn more about CT ARES,

the weekly 2M FM netaandWin Link
The[ct-ares] 2024 CT SETCONCLUDING Wedhesday:
MESSAGE http://www.ctares.org/

Phil Crombie, K1IXFC
This document list€T DEMHS Towns by

From: crombiejr@snet.net Region:
https://portal.cgov/DEMHS/Emergency
To:announce@eares.groups.io Management/Resourcé®r-Officials/Regional

Offices/Townsby-Region

Sat, Oct 26 at 12:03 PM

The CT ARES 2024 Simulated Emergency Tes Submit CT ARES news to CARA Capers to

(SET) has concluded.thank everyone for be I ncluded here iIn
takingthe time to participate in this morning
exercise.The Alert Level is returned toi0 "When Everything Else Failémateur

INACTIVE. Results and lessons learned will be

communicated at a later date. Radio often is our last line of

73, defense...When you need amateur radio,
Phil Crombie, Jr., KIXFC you really ned them."

Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC)

Amateur Radio Emergey Sevice (ARES) The Hon. W. Craig FugateFormer
Connecticut Section Administrator, US Department of

Cell: 8603386332

crombiejr@snet.net Homeland Security, FEMA

Statewide Weekly ARES Net:
KB1AEV/NA1RA (NARA) linked repeaters:
Sunday @8:00 pm

Statewide Weekly DMR Net: DMR repeaters:
Sundy @8:30 pm

CT ARES Winlink Wednesday
The CT ARES Region Southmonthly meeting Putyour 2MFM Winlink Packet sition on the air to
is held on the last Monday of tineonthi participate in the monthIZT ARES Winlink
currently viaTEAMS. Wednesday message practiesion. Try to use the
Send an email inquiry to Harlan FardviQH,  W1SP nodes in our area:
Region 5 DEC if yu would like to learn more
about CT ARESr be added to the distribution

16
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mailto:crombiejr@snet.net
https://d.docs.live.net/550ad2db863a0785/Documents/hford01@snet.net
http://www.ctares.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-Offices/Towns-by-Region
https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-Offices/Towns-by-Region
https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-Offices/Towns-by-Region

W1SR6 LITCCT Litchfield
145.6% FN31JR
W1SR7 NHAVCT Oxford
145.63 FN31JK
W1SR8 FAIRCT Bridgeport
145.69 FN31JE
KX1EOC Danbury EOCGreater Danbury
Area
145.630

Next CT ARESWin Link Wednesday:
Wedneslay, November6

which Amateur Radio in the United States is
represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of
science, a well-built and efficient station and
operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating
when requested; friendly advice and counsel
to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for the
interests of others. These are the hallmarks
of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never
interfering with duties owed to family, job,
school or community.

PATRIOTIC...station and skill always ready
for service to country and community.

--The original Amateur's Code was written
by Paul M. Segal, WOEEA, in 1928.

ATunitnaggg eétnher o

The Amateur's Code
The Radio Amateur Is :

Capers:

Swp and Shop

CARA Swap & Shop Palicies:

CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates
in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of
others.

LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement and
support to other amateurs, local clubs, and
the American Radio Relay League, through

17

CARA assumes no responsibility for transactions made or
inaccuracies in ads. You are responsible for checking your ad and
notifying us of any corrections. Swap and Shop listings are open to
licensed CARA hams, based space available. Please submit your
items towlgk@snet.nefor placement in the CARA Capers.

FOR SALE: Nothing for sale
submitted this month



mailto:w1qk@snet.net

Visit us on the Web at
http://www.cararadioclub.org

Executive Board:
President i Bud Kozloff, W1INSK
wilnsk@wlgi.org
Vice President i John Morelli, W1JGM
wljgm@wlgi.org
Secretary i Treasurer
John Ahle T W1JMA, wljma@wlgi.org

Directors:

David Coelho, WA1JGA
davidcoelho52@gmail.com
Vincent Tompkins i N20OHH
n2ohh@w1qi.org
Rostyslaw Slabicky i N2ROS
w2ros@wlgi.org

CARA is an IRS 501(C)3 Organization.

CARA Mailing Address:
120 Fire Hill Road Ridgefield CT 06877.

CARA CAPERS is the monthly publication of the Candlewood
Amateur Radio Associationn¢. (CARA) and is intended to
present news, issues, and opinions of interest to CARA members
and the Amateur Radio Community.

We encourage contributions of articlestdes to theaditor, etc.

and welcome newsletter exchanges with other clubs from around
the country and around the world. Permission is granted to reprint
material contained hereifiproper credit is given to this

newsletter and the author.

Ideas for, andontributicns to the CAPERS should be submitted
to: wlgk@snet.net

Submissions must be received no later than the date indicated in
the preceding month of issusmless otherwise specified.

Submissions should be in®/MWord formaor ASCII text.
Photos should be in .jpg format.

The input deadline isrmounced in the previous issue and again
at the monthly planning meeting.

Material received after the deadline will be used in the next
mont hés CAPERSntant /oriewstvarthys t i | |

The CAPERS is published by CARA Capers Editor. All material
contained herein is considered the opinion of the author and not
necessarily that of CARA.

Announcements of events are for informational purposes and do
not necessarily catitute an rdorsement by CARA. No
responsibility for accuracy is assumed by the CABdpers

editor or newsletter staff.

Editorial:

Capers is the monthly newsletter of the
Candlewood Amateur Radio Association
Editor: Daniel Fegley, W1QK
wlgk@snet.net

December issue input deadline: December 6

And now for some different viewpoints
to think about:

https://offgridham.com/2017/08/the-
future-of-amateur-radio/

A brief word from our  editor é
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ARRL

R R The national association for

AMATEUR RADIO

About ARRL:

Founded in 1914 by Hiram Percy Maxim,
ARRL (American Radio Relay League) is the
national association for Amateur Radio in
the US. Today, with more than 161,000
members, ARRL is the largest organization
of radio amateurs in the world. ARRL &
mission is based on five pillars: Public
Service, Advocacy, Education, Technology,
and Membership.

ARRL -- Your One-Stop Resource
for
Amateur Radio News and
Information

Join or Renew Today! Eligible US-based
members can elect to receive QST or On the

Air magazine in print when they join ARRL

or when they renew their membership. All

members can access digital editions of alll

four ARRL magazines: QST, On the Air,

QEX, and NCJ.

1 Listen to ARRL Audio News, available
very Friday.

Subscribe to...

1 NCJ -- National Contest Journal.
Published bimonthly, features articles by
top contesters, letters, hints, statistics,
scores, NA Sprint, and QSO parties.

1 QEX -- A Forum for Communications
Experimenters. Published bimonthly,
features technical articles, construction
projects, columns, and other items of

interest to radio amateurs and
communications professionals.

Free of charge to ARRL members...

1 Subscribe to the ARES Letter (monthly
public service and emergency
communications news), the ARRL
Contest Update (biweekly contest
newsletter), Division and Section news
alerts -- and much more!

1 Find ARRL on Facebook! Follow us
on Twitter and Instagram!

August 20, 2024
Editor:Mike Waters, W8ZY

Important Links

ARRL Homevww.arrl.org
Find an ARRL Affiliated
Club:www.arrl.org/clubs

Find your ARRL
Sectionwww.arrl.org/sections
Find a license class in your
area:www.arrl.org/class

Find a license exam in your
area:www.arrl.org/exam
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http://www.arrl.org/join
http://www.arrl.org/qst
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news
http://www.ncjweb.com/
http://www.arrl.org/qex
http://www.arrl.org/qex
http://www.arrl.org/qex
http://www.arrl.org/myarrl-account-management#%21/edit-info-email_subscriptions
https://www.facebook.com/ARRL.org/
https://twitter.com/arrl
https://www.instagram.com/arrlhq
mailto:mwalters@arrl.org
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTAzOA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0NA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0Ng/index.html

Find a hamfest or
convention:www.arrl.org/hamfests Cw
EmailARRL Clubslubs@arrl.org L

ARRL Club Newspablished every
month (12 times each year). ARRL N\

members may subscribe at no cost or
unsubscribe by editim their Member
Data Page atvww.arrl.org/opt-in-

out. Archived issues can be found The CW Operators' Club, commonly known

at www.arrl.org/clubnews as CWops, is an international organization,
T in membership and management, for

amateur radio operators who enjoy
communicating using Morse Code. Its

mission is to foster the use of CW, whether

for cont est iffinlpndind, X6 i n g,
engaging in conversations.

The CW Operators' Club
cwops.org

_ 7 Visit the CWops website to learn more
What is an N1MM logger? about CW Academyand how you can
- - sign up for the popular & free on-line

P———————

|= -A.-u~;;- Comtiest mote W -_—— R
B i Ve Teh ke Wk CW training classes.
e .- PFoe
59 59 1000 https://cwops. org/cw -academy/cw-
e academy-options/
SO0 ritur "ot fe i 5 O " oen
T N . T To become a member of CWops:
as t L te | e | wes | wat | o https://cwops.org/membership/
AL Nistory BserTest sppmers hors i skl i
Sedaaercadiiail S B ' Editor: Content from the CWops Reflector, Credit to

all contributors:

N1MM Logger is the world's most popular KR20 SS- CWopsmembers worked

ham radio contest logging program. From: Doug KR2Q (438)
Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 07:07:03 EST
For CW, phone and digital modes, its OK, all these post/shared repofor SS scores got me

combination of contest-optimized features is ~ motivated to see how many member QSOs | had worked.

unmatched. First, my totals for every Q

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.comiginloads/n1mm ?ggfj QSOs
-full-install/ 80: 19
40: 357
20: 153
15: 183
10: 36
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https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTAzNg/index.html
mailto:clubs@arrl.org
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https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm-full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm-full-install/
https://cwops.org/
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/cw-academy-options/
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/cw-academy-options/
https://cwops.org/membership/

Total: 748 Sections82 Total Score Thinking of sections missed:
122,672 0 not worked SBAR in 3 years; where are they?
0 where was WMA and DE?
Of these Qs, 364 were wittWopsmembers = 48.7%. 0 also missed YT, NL

THANKS for the calls! 0 glad to be called by TER
15 of the Qs were a firsime QSO this year with that
CWopsmember (for ACA award)="not bad!" 73 de Ted Edwards, W3TB a®&idPWW

| spent 99% of my time running (I am just lazy). | never and thinking about operating CW:

looked for any mults. "Do today what others won't,

In all my years of SS, | have never tried to get a sveegp so,you can do tomorrowvhat others can't.”
| have been 100% successful in never achieving a sweep-

<grin> Ops' hames
From: Pete Smith
This year | missed NB NL and NNY. Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:22:04 EST
| was inpressed during SS by the number of people who
Top 10 Sections by QSO count\@y tie for #10). called me by name. I'm not wédhown , which makes me
Number is QSO count think there must somewhere be a Call History file that has
IL 42 names as well as exchange info. Can anyone tell me?
VA 40 --
MN 30 73, Pete N4ZR
MDC 25
OH 23 Re: Ops' names
NC 22 From: Doug KR2Q (438)
OR 20 Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:28:26 EST
WWA 19 Apparently,a lot of ops use real time connection to QRZ to
EPA 18 look up "other information."
TN 17
Ml 17 | am not aware adiny available lists that combineth SS
Wi 17 call hx file AND names, but that is pretty easy to do "on
your own" with some small db tricks and formatting in
Sections with only one Q (say) NIMM.
DE 1
PE 1 But | am also anxious to learn if there is anything like that
WY 1 already available.
PR 1
VI 1 de DougKR2Q
14 hours and 23 minutes in the chair. Re: Ops' names

From: Jim N7US #486
Best "full hour" QSO rate = 94/hour (far below my usual Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:35:36 EST

CWT onehour rate). I havendt used Writelog for
That speaks to the quality of CWTs compared to all entriesames call history file thatould be loaded in addition to
and activities in the cw SS. the one for the contest.

Jim N7US

de Doug, KR2Q
View/Reply Online | Reply To Sender | Reply To Group | Re: Ops' hames

Mute Topic | Top * New Topic From: JOSEP EA6BF

1b. Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:37:55 EST

Re: KR2Q SS CWopsmembers worked Believe almost all Contest programs have a Call History
From: Ted Edwards W3TB File..73,JosepEAGBF

Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 07:30:44 EST

VERY interesting analysis. Re: Ops' names

And great to see TN on yolist! Not only for Sweeps but From: Jamie WW3S #2775

a great weekend for football here in Tennessee. Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:40:14 EST
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MM all ows you to | oad mul tThegd canbe aly dne Qail Histooytapleskntihthes € . | n
to be in front of a pc to tell you how but you could load théddmin database at a time, and it remains in the database
cwss history and the names filensiltaneously. unless replaced with another. A Call History text file can

be imported manually, or associated with a specific contest

on the Associated Filgab of the Contest Setup dialog. ... "
View/Reply Online | Reply To Sender | Reply To Group |
Mute Topic | Top ” | New Topi There is only one Admin database; it does not change
2f. when you change log databases. Therefore CH files are not
Re: Ops' names specific to a particular log database. If you do not associate
From: Tim Shoppa the correct CH file with a contest by ngg it under the
Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:49:35 EST Associated Files tab in th@ontest Setup window, you will
Everyone knows Pete N4ZR by now !!!! be at the mercy of past history, i.e. the order in which you

have invoked various contest instances and/or done manual
It is certainly possible to "mash up'B2FK's SS call imports of CH files. This is independent of whether you
history (without names) with the NAQP or CWOPS chang log databases or not.
histories to add "name" that appearshia user text. We
have one of these floating around for PVRC'ers for The best way to uggH files is to name the appropriate
example. | kinda feel it's bad form to add that to along Call History Filename for a particular contest type under
exchange already, but ifeétrun is slow enough later in the the Associated Files tab in the Contest Setup when you
test, you'll do anything to feel like a human again. create an instance of that contest. From then on that CH

filename will be associated with that contestetygs
If you operae a contest like WPX that has no history file, follows: the file name will be remembered and prefilled for
with the CWOPS history file mostly recently loaded, you you the next time you create a new instance of that same
will see names in the "info" part of the entry ssretoo. contest type. This association between CH files and contest
(Smallish type below all the-Buttons and the beam types is stored in the Admirathbase, not the log database,
heading/SR/SS line). which meanstiwill continue to apply even when you

change log databases.

That said, QRZ lokups is a real possibility. While running 73, Rich VE3KI

at W3LPL in CQWWSSB, many times each hour we

would have a DX operator come back with "Hello FrancisRe: Ops' names

before hisexchange which is clearly from a QRZ.com From: Gary, AF8A

lookup. Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:57:11 EST

For Apple Mac users, SkookumLogger has a call histo
How many of your namasing callers, called you fileé.and it displays the op§
"PETER" not "PETE"? That would be a sign it was read oéntry window, even though it is not part of the SS
QRZ dot com. exchange.

Tim N3QE

A unique featur e itwseotthee O6bui |
Re: Ops' names CHF. SL has an Update Exchange Database command that
From: Doug KR2Q (438) | use after most CWTsKudos to fellow CWop and CQ
Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 08:50:27 EST Contest Hall of Fame member Bill, K1GQ, for writing,

Really? | amanxious to learn about that! maintaining and advancing SkookumLogger.

So sometimes it pays to live onthe darkdse é i n Appl e
| did a Groups IO search (N1MM) revealed this from clutchesébut it is well worth
2016. Maybe things have changed since? 73 de GaryAF8A Cleveland, OH
I make up my own CH files to show things that | am Re: Ops' names

interesing in, beyond what is required. Works fine, but From: N3JT Jim #1

requires a bit of dbrad formatting skills to make to go Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2024 09:12:26 EST

much faster (than doing it by hand, one line at atime).  Yes, oftentimes | am addressed as "James" in a contest or
even during a ragchew despite my joaving seh"Jim" as

de Doug KR2Q my name-- and all the while QRZ.COM showing:

[SNIP} James ("Jim") Talens
Quoting from the manual:
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| know the other guy spawned QRZ.COM quickly, sort of Editor:

From the YCCC Reflector with cre dit

a spoiler about his copying ability during a Amomtest to all ¢ ont ributors .

QSO.

6-Meters

Pete, N4AZR, knows | am not cheating that wayalbise |
always call him Pedro!!

From: Pete W1RM

Date: Sat, 02 Nov 2024 15:38:33 E DT
Jim, N3JT | am utterly confused. | geton 6, FT8. I

call CQ and accordingto  PS Reporter , lots

hear me of stations with great signals, and

MSHV.

yet | get few responses. On the HF bands, |
have the same with signals, but | run
stations like mad. | use WSJT -X, RC7 and

| 6m baffled by nfhe results.
suggestions?

Pete Chamalian, W1RM

W1RM@Comcast.net

The Yankee Clipper Contest Club isa
special interest amateur radio club
devoted to the pursuit of operating and
technical excellence.

Re: 6 -Meters
From: N1JFU - Steve
Date: Sat, 02 Nov 2024 17:30:34 EDT

If you are talking specifically abou t today,
There are in excess of 400 contesters this was one of the biggest western EU
who are members of the club openings on 6m that I've ever experienced.
throughout New England, New York, | too had a hard time completing on digital
and Canada. modes, there were far too many folks on.
50.313, 50.323 and 50.318 were all wall -to-
wall.

YCCC has members who are some of
the mos t proficient contesto  perators

Most of the contacts | made to day were on

in the world. SSB. It just works better for that kind of
opening, the hard part is getting folks away
Several CARA members are also from the keyboard :)
members of the YCCC.
- Steve
More informatio - n about the YCCC at: 6 meter standard practice -sequence when

http://www.yccc.org/

working EU using FT modes

From: Eric KV1J

Date: Sat, 02 Nov 2024 18:14:11 EDT

Just FYI - The standard practice for NA
stations working Europe on 50 MHz FT8 is
for the NA stati ons to TX ODD on FT8 and
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the EU stations will TX EVEN. This is to
minimize the de -sensing of your
transmissions with  your local stations. Also
50.323 should be used only for
intercontinental contacts.

See - https:/luksmg.org/ft8 -code - of -
practice.php

73, Eric KV1J
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Nashua Area Radio Society Ham Bootcamp,
November 9th

Octoberl8, 2024 by Anita Kemmerer

The Nashua Area Radio Society will be holding an online Ham Bootcamp on
Saturday, November 9th from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Eastern Time.

Ham Bootcamp is a program to help new, inactive, and prospective hams gain the
skills and information that they need to Get On The Air. It is open to any interested
Ham or Prospective Ham in the US and Canada and there is no charge to
attendees.

HAM -

BOOT

The morning session is geared toward operating on the VHF/UHF bands:

= =4 =

1

Putting together a Station for Repeaters 1 How to pick an HT or Mobile Radio
and an Antenna

Radio Programming Tutorial

Making Contacts and Joining a Repeater Net

Getting Started with Amateur Radio Satellites

Getting Started with Fox Hunting

The afternoon session is geared toward operating on the HF Bands:

= =4 A =N

Putting together an HF Station for SSB, CW, and Digital
Picking and putting up an HF Antenna, Feedlines, and Grounds
Operating on the HF bands using SSB Voice

Getting started with WSJT-X and FT8 Digital
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We will also have a breakout session where attendees can choose one of the
following sessions:

1 Learning CW
1 Finding DX, Logging and QSLing
1 Portable Operating

é and more!

Registration is now open for the November 9th session.

You can get more information about Ham Bootcamp, including a link to register
at nlfd.org/bootcamp
You must register to receive the link to join the web conference.

If you have any questions, you can contact us at bootcamp@nlfd.org.

Capers Follow up:

WHAT:ARES and POTA AGO BOXDATE Bunday,®ataberl® 20R4

HOURS: 8:30 am i 10:30 am WHERE:
NUTMEG HAMFEST 2024
Maloney High School
121 Gravel Street Meriden, CT 06450

Open to ALL Hams

A Perfect excuse to " Get Organized" to AGo [
- Make Portable operations less of a hassle and chore.
- Eliminate the last minute hunting for gear before leaving.
- Banish the frustration of nothavi ng what you need hbhetaudelisstilbbpokatthé Homeg si t e é
QTH.
Not e: For many hams on a budget, their fiGo Boxo doe
Thefi Go Box 0 ithe begsrwaypta brgapize your radio equipment for those times when you want to
(or need-0t@0)0 AfGrrabPortabl e Operations such a

- Public Service Events
- ARES Drills/Exercises
- Real World Disasters

- ParksOn TheAir activations

-Day Trips to: the Park;LawBeach, Woods, oré the In

- Weekend Get-Always
- Vacations

Don't Have a "Go Box"? BUILD ONE!
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You can build/ assemble your own AGo Box06 in |less than o
Concept example.
See: www.ctaresregion2.org/forum/pr epared -t0-g0-go-go

BE CREATIVE!
Your creative design and build may be exactly the thing that get someone elseto buildhisown fA Go Box0é o
modi fy their existing AGo Boxo.

BRING IT!
Come wi t h vy o ureNitGey HBrdest for Qisplay,tJidging, and Awards or Show & Tell

AWARDS
- Best ARES VHF/UHF "Go Box"
This will include Voice and Digital/Data capability (Win Link, @& <£$¢i c0 Packet Radi o)

- Best ARES HF "Go Box"
This will include Voice and Digital/Data Capability (Win Link/HFVARA)

- Best ARES VHF/UHF/HF "Go Box"

This will include Voice and Digital/Data capability for each radio as appropriate.
(VHF/UHF Win Link, VHF/UHFA Cl assi c 0 PWiclknk/HF VRRAJ i o ,

- Best POTA 100w (max) radio "Go Box" *
- Best POTA QRP "Go Box" *

* Where POTA "Go Box" includes: Cases, Backpacks, Camera Bags, etc.

The2024i ARESKiGto Compet it i ARRIOCT®ectioa Managerd by
Douglasi WA1SFH Phaos: W1QK
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ILINK

€1[o)ez)| rtzielle) Sl ®

Win Link 2M CT Packet Gateways - Submitted by W1QK:

CALL COUNTY  LOC./FREQUENCY GRID REGIONEMG.POWER
W1SR1  TOLLCT Tolland 145.65 FN31UV 3 Y
W1SR2  WINDCT Brooklyn 145.61 FN41AT 4 Y
W1SR3  NLONCT Ledyard 145.63 FN31XK 4 Y

W1SR4 HARTCT Avon 145.8 FN310T 3 Y
W1SR5 MIDDCT Haddam  145.69 FN31RK 2 Y
W1SR6 LITCCT Litchfield 145.65 FN31JR 5 Y
W1SR7  NHAVCT Oxford 145.63 FN31JK 5 Y
W1SR8 FAIRCT Bridgeport 145.69 FN31JE 1 Y

KX1EOC Fairfield Danbury EOC 145.63 5 Y

Source: https://ctares.org/datcommswinlink-packet/



https://ctares.org/data-comms-winlink-packet/

CARA Proposed 2025 Budget:

Cateqory Amount Amount

Dues Full Member: 50@35 $ 1,750

Dues Full Member: 50@40 $ 2,000
Insurance: EQ and Liab $ 325 % 325
Internet: Web and Domains $ 350 % 350
Donations to Ball Pond FD $ 250 % 250
Donation to Stony Hill FD $ 150 % 150
PayPal Fees % 40 3% 40
Field Day/Operating Supplies $ 200 % 200
Misc % 135 % 135
Repeater Repairs-Minor $ 300 % 300
Total Expenses $ 1,750 § 1,750
Income/Loss $ - $ 250

From the CARA W1QI Group® Refledor:

Re: [CARAW1QI] CARA Sunday Night: 10m Net 7pm 28.490 and 7:30pm 2m 147.300 &
Elmer Net 8pm(TEAM$

Steven Simons W1SN ssimons@manitousys.ep! 0:carawlqi@groupsoi
Sun, Nov 3 at 5:49¢2

Steve,

The fANortho repeater (162.2 PL tone) is just f
The main repeater (Spruce Mtn. 100 PL tone) will remain active ghrthe first quarter of next

year.

Kindly let me know if you should have any questions or comments

73, Steve W1 SMS
ssimons@manitousys.com
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CARA Ocbber Eents -

New Fairfield Car Show October 13 W1IJGM

¢tKS bSg CIANFASE R Carshoyivas held aButay, @ctolderil3 Thy shdal f
was hdd from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm.

It attracted many vintage, custom, and hot rods. The car shasgheld at the upper field of
Squantz Pond State Park, which a#al us to do a special event, whilectivating a POTA park.

Photos contbuted by: W1QH, W1JGMN2DGT
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CARA Special BEvent Station Operation:

New Fairfield Fair Day: Saturday, October 19

Certificate Details

W1QI wasactivated on Saturday, October 19 from the New Fairfield Green in
in conjunction with the ir New Fairfield Fair Day.

A special certificate for making contact with W1QI can be requested here:
https://cararadioclub.org/

https://cararadioclub.org/special -event -station

New Fairfield Fair DayOctober 19 W1IGM

The New Fairfield Fairapwasrescheduled for October 1%ecause it was rained out in
September. W& set up at 9:00 am at Memorial Figlocated at the junction of Rou37 and
Route 39 behind thé&lew Fairfield Town Hall. The Faamrtill 4:00 pm, and wausedthe W1QI club
callsign.

Photos contrbuted by: DGI', WLQH W1JGM
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