Capers  CARA
June - 2024 ~

The Monthly Newsletter of The Candlewood Amateur Radio Association
Mailing Address: 120 Fire Hill Road Ridgefield CT 06877.
Visit us on the Web at http://www.cararadioclub.org

Editor: Dan Fegley i W1QK

This in-person meeting will be conducted on Friday, June 14 at the
Stony Hill Fire House on Rte. 6 (Newtown Road) in Bethel.
Gather at 7:00 pm. Meeting begins promptly at 7:30 pm.

CARAG Plans for the June 22-23 ARRL Field Day event.
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http://www.cararadioclub.org/

CARA Monthly MeetingAgenda
June 14, Stony Hill FD

Meeting call to order.
1 Pledge of Allegiance
1 Welcome new members and guests!
1 Members introdation

Secretary Report:

T Acceptance of Previous Mont hds Meet.i
1 Correspondence if any

Treasurers Report

1 Acceptance as Published in CAPERS
1 Updates if necesary
PROGRAM: National Guard Communications Presentatifason [@sousa

Committee Reports

1 Repeater Committee Reports: Steve, W1SMS
1 Website and IT Committee: Stephanie Fuda
9 Operating Activities Committee

o NewFairfield Day Special Event StatioSeptember

0 Field Dayunder new business

0 POTAJune 15 10am to 2pm Wonderkea(NY)

A Fut ur e P&umay sf M8nth 12 Location TBD

1 Fund Raising Committee

o Laptop ask for donationander old business
1 Membership Committee

0 1 new Technician members since last meeting KC1USG

Old Business

1 Election of Officers and Directors
o0 Any final Floor nominations
Status of 3 laptop purchases/funding
July Meeting Program: Elmer night part 2
o Steve KC1EEQ Fire ExtinguishVideo
Ridgefield July # Fire Works
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New Business

T FTDX1200 Rig Donation and ALend/ Leaseo Pro
i Field Day June 22/23 at B&tond FD
o Event Coordinator??
o Planning Document from W1QK
o Signup sheets Circulating
o0 Move antenna stuff from EOC to FD??
1 Special Event at Danbury RR Museum Saturday 9/7
o Dan, N2DGFLeader
0 Setup 9am 1 20m/10m SSB Stations
0 Operate 18
o Pack up 3pm
Announcements

1 Pasta Night Tuesday 6/18 at 6pm Vespucci Lodge
1 Marlboro last weekend of August
Good of the Order

Adjournment and Next Meeting

1 June Meeting Friday 6/14 at 7:30 in Person
9 June planning meeting Friday 6/28 at 7:30 on Teams

The meeting was closed at 8pin.

Summer is al most her gl
outside working on those needed projects
after the Winter months, now is a good

time to make necessary antenna repairs or
contemplate that new antenna. Perhaps a 2
Meter Base antenna or some wire antennas
for HF (Or Maybe More!). Try an OCF

(Off Center Fed Dipole) or the ARRL end
Fed wire (650) for HEF.

President 6s Me s sASeedal Congrats to Stephanie for
passing her Technician Class License!

de W1NSK
Friday June 14th is our is our Monthly

Meeting. This month our meeting will be
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held at the Stony Hill Firehouse. A Specfpaghetti Night a¥espicci Lodgein
Presentation by the Army National Guar®anbury is the 18of June. $12 for a
Communications Group is on the agend&paghetti and Meatball dinner and lots of

Al so, we will be diArsadises itngl Kd.i sJ oyiemr b

Field Day evepat Ba!l Pond Firehouse ol anyone has an idea that they would like
New Fairfield. Joi, - T o o oo oo Qg
: . to present, or suggestions of what and who
Make new friends, operate for some time; ) .

) : to present to the Club at a meeting, get in
or just watch/listen to those that are. Seit--"O uch sl dbolt it Digita
iIs Saturday morning at 10 AM and it will

Modes, CW, EME and Satellites are all of

run continuously until tear down at 2 PM.
Interest!

Sunday. Help imeeded for both setup anu
year down. As | always say, this is your Club. We

: L .encourage active participation in one of
This month the club POTA activation wil: g P P

il numerous committees. Let anyone of the
be on Saturday Junef.5Join us from

10AM to 2 PM. Bring a portable station ((_)_fflcers know of your interest qnd what
ou may want to getiwolved with.

assist one of the several club members %nu
will be operating. A good opportunity forRemember this is all about fun and our
newer Hams to learn and see HF statiorHobby!

In operation. See you on the Air!

Club elections are upon us. An email vote

will be taken. Be sure to vote! Budi WINSK

_ CARA President
7:00 PM Sunday nights, after our weekly

club 2meter net on our club repeater, is
the EImer MS Teams meeting. Bring
those questions you always wanted to a
or listen to and learn something new.
Primarily for new Hams, Technicians an
those wanting to have a question answe
Nothing is too basito ask! The focus is
getting on the air, antenna setup, operai
techniques, and the like. Join Us.

. CARA Has been an ARRL Affiliated
Please sign up for the Club ARES effort at |, since 19461 78 Years in 2024

the Ridgefield Fireworks on July"Gt
7PM. Contact John, W1JGM for details.
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Vice-Pr esi dent 6s MAbeutd milgssfrom exit 5 dB4. Make a
de WLIGM left on Fairfield Dr. The firehouse is 500ft

on the left.

We would ask all club members to sign up
for operating times. This will help us
better prepare.

You can sign up using the link

https://www.signhupgenius.com/qo/20F054
AA8A923A7F5849094286
field/167048084+#/

Last month's joint meeting with the Metro

Summer is upon us and CARA on the aiNorth ARC at the rail museum was a very
activates are in full swing. Our monthly successful evé with the tour of the rail

POTA at lover's leap in New Milford wasnuseum and the arrival of several Metro

well attended even with the poor band North trains to the station.

conditions. This month we will meetat ¢ k5 5 v 2 VIiKQa LINBaSydl
Wonder Lake State Park. Wonder Lake connecticut National Guard. They will

(US2163) is located &80 Ludingtonville yresent their emergency communication

Rqad, Holm§§, NY 12531'_ Itis off the 31stem. The meeting is at the Stonyl Hil
exitoff | 84, it is only 15 minutes from ;.o Company June 14, doors open at 7:00

Danbury. pm, meeting starts at 7:3pm.
https://parks.ny.gov/parks/wonderlake/m o .
aps.aspx As always, this is your club, be an active

part of it.
Soeaking of on the air activities, the

largest on the air everis ARRL field day,
held 200 pmJune 22 tilR:00 pm June 23.Get on the air and have fun.

Again, this year we will hold the event at73

the Ball P(?nd Vol F'II’(? Company. TheT * John Morellr WLIGM

firehouse is at 7 Fairfield Dr, New Fairfi ARA Viceresident

From Danbury take RT 39 to New Fairfield. . -

Be an active member and be proud of it.

0 A
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A @7\ f { N JbJ2 Nﬁ dh LJS Day, WV QSO Party, Stew Perry 160M
TT TC 7T 70 TT 7T TC 70 TOCTOCTIC TR T T 70 o e T e o TR E AR R FPHeROs oSt o

June 18: CARA Monthly Pasta Night Dinner -
Vespucci Italian-American club in
Danbury. $ 12 for bowl of pasta with two
meatballs, salad, bread & butter, cash
bar for soda, wine, and beer. 6:00 pm.

Weekly CARA Sunday club NETS: »

Informal 10M Net: 28.490 MHz. USB 7:00 pm i
7:30 pm. Net Control: Vin i N20OHH

The CARA Net: W1QI 2M FM Repeater i 7:30
pm.

Net Controls: David - KB1ZAC, Charlie - KC1IBR. June 22-23:  ARRL Field Day, Ball Pond FD,

New Fairfield

Contact Vin T N20OHH or David i KB1ZAC _ _
respectively if you would like to be a CARA 10M or 2M June 28: CARA Monthly Planning Meeting on
Net Control Operator. TEAMS: 7:30 pm

June 24: CT ARES Region 5 Monthly meeting via
TEAMS

June 12, 19, 26: CWops CWT 1300Z & 1900Z
Wednesday, and 0300Z (Thursday)
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https://cwops.org/cwops-
tests/https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/

Use this link to learn morabout the< 1TUSN

Radi o CIslowspeed GV cbntests:
http://www.klusn.com/sst.html

July 5; July 2024 Capers input deadline to
wlgk@snet.net

Editor: Dates, links, and other details for this column
provided by:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html

For current scores, visit:
https://www.3830scores.com/index.php

Use this link to access the WA7BNM

Contest Calendar website:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html

Editor:

CARA has contributed financial support to WA7BNM
for his Contest Calendar and 3830 Contest Scores
websites for two years.

September 7, 2024
December 7, 2024

73,JonBernon- AJ1U
CARA VolunteerExaminerSession Coordinator

CT ARES Information:
Statewide Weekly ARES Net: KBIAEV/NAL1RA
(NARA) linked repeters: 8:00 pm

Statewide Weekly DMR Net: DMR repeaters:
8:30 pm

CT ARES Region 5 monthly meetings.
Region 5 South TEAMS meeting is held on the
second Monday ahe month. The CT ARES

2024 Ham Exam Schedule

Upcoming CARA 2024 Amateur radio
exams:

| have scheduled the following times for ham
radiotesting at the Stony Hill Firehouse.

All sessions are at 11:30 am on Saturdays.

Region 5North & Southmonthly meeting is held
on the last Monday dhe month currently via
TEAMS but may be conducted-person in 2024.

Send an email inquiry to Harlan FardV1QH,
Region 5 DEC if you would like to leamore
about CT ARES or be added to the distribution for
CT ARES announcements and links to CT ARES
meetings via TEAMS.

hfordO1@snet.net

Visit this website to learn more aloCT ARES,
the weekly 2M FM netsaand WinLink
Wednesday:

http://www.ctares.org/

This document lists CT DEMHS Towns by
Region:
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency
Management/Resourcé®r-Officials/Regiona
Offices/Townsby-Region

Submit CT ARES news to CARA Capers to

be i ncluded here i

"When Everything Else Fails. Amateu
Radio often is our last line of

cwh)

\ [ ops/

yﬁsi

The CW Operators' Club
cwops.org

n nex sSssue.

defense...When you need amateur radiorhe cw Operators' Club, commonly known as

you really need them."

The Hon. W. Craig FugateFormer
Administrator, US Department of
Homeland Security, FEMA

CT ARES Winlink Wednesday
Putyour 2M FM Winlink Packet station on the air to
participate in the monthIZT ARESWinlink
Wednesday message practice. Try to hee//1SP
nodes in our area:

W1SR6 LITCCT Litchfield
145.65FN31JR

W1SR7 NHAVCT  Oxford
145.63FN31JK

W1SRS8 FAIRCT Bridgeport

145.®@ FN31JE

Next CT ARESWinLink Wednesday
Wednesday July 3

CWops, is an international organization, in
membership and management, for amateur radio
operators who enjoy communicating using Morse
Code. Its mission is to foster the use of CW,
whether f or contesting,
engaging in conversations.

Visit the CWops website to learn more about
CW Academy and how you can sign up forthe
popular & free on-line CW training classes.

DXo6i ng,

https://cwops.org/cw -academy/cw-academy
options/

To become a member of CWops:
https://cwops.org/membership/

Editor: RecentPosts tahe GNopsReflector with credit to
contributors:

Article about railroad telegraphers

From: Gary Johnson

Date: Thu, 30 May 2024 20:47:06 EDT

Lots of firstpersonstories about the life of a RR
telegrapher, many moons ago.

https:/thelibrary.ordlochist/periodicals/ozarkswat
ch/ow702h.htm#:~:text=Commissions%20from%
20Western%20Union%20and

Gary NA6O

Re: Article about railroad telegraphers
From: Zack Widup

12
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Date: Thu, 30 May 2024 21:50:08 EDT animals signaled to each other in their deep
environment.
Fascinating story. My grandfather was a railroadl
telegrapher for the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern (EJ&H)he team of marine biologists and computer
railroad in Plainfield, IL. | have a brass soundes ci e nt i st ®riticalphabét®ftspesn p h
and straight key that he useédso, acustom whales features 18 rhythms, five tempos, three
madebug. The bug needa lot of work. types of rubatovariation in duration), and two
extra clicks called ornamentation, which are
My grandfather died in 1954. Not a lot was doneodified depending on conversational context.
to the garage at his house for many years. My Using machine learning algorithms, the stists
grandmother lived there until about 1970 and digentified 143 regularly used combinations they
in 1971 in a nursing home. After she died, we believe structure a form of phonealphabet.
cleaned out the garage. | found sse@mbled partsThey are now exploring whether these signals
for a spark gap transmitter. | guess he had sonw®nvey specific intentions, like making group
interest in radio but never was licensed as a hatecisions or coordinating hunts.
g
Zack W9SZ "Scientists |lhpo poef, Awi,tght ot
eventually be able to communicate with the

Great tool for DETAILED tracking of Solar ~ whales, which would be tHfést-time humans

Flares have spoken with another species."
From:Doug KR2Q (438)
Date: Tue, 07 May 2024 05:56:34 EDT 73 Don NAGZ #2727

Check this one out.

o Re: Sperm Whales and CW?
Very nice! From:N3JT Jim #1
D%te: Wed, 08ay 2024 16:27:43 EDT

https://lwww.sidc.be/solardemon/flares.php?mi

eg=1&min_flux_est=0.000000001&days=14&Seame issue appeared in today's Washington Post.
ence=0 Most animals have communications means at
varying levels of content. It would seem whales
could be trained to make CWT contacts, but
they'd have a whale oftane logging.

de Doug KR2Q

Sperm Whales and CW?
From: Don NA6Z
Date: Wed, 08 May 20284:03:59 EDT

No pain no gin. #ZWops

"The ABCs of Sperm Whales From: Jeff Wandling ~ W7BRS
., Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 00:42:44 EDT
Sperm whales employ a system of Sked?

communication meh more sophisticated than
previouslybelieved, researchersvealed
yesterdayusing theequivalent ofa phonetic
alphabet thataries depending on context. The
new sudy analyzed nearly 9,0@®das Short
bursts ofclicks? UsingAl to uncover vocal
patterrs and potential meanings in how the

I'd like to see if | can keep up with a couple of the
CWops but man, it's fast.

Just a question is it 25/25 wpm? or 25/n
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Anytime just befoe or after a MST/CWT would 0707 BST time so now wake Carol and get
work for me, or whenever really. | just need a bireakfast donedfore the 08:00 BSTiat of
of warning so | can throw back a couple cups o€WT.
coffee beforehand.
73 de Bill GOELZ CW Ops 239.
If I crash and burn, then I'll go back and work on
it. Re: No pain no gain.
From: John K4AFE #1560
Gotta see what happens. Ping me directly, Date: Thu, 09 Ma 2024 02:30:41 EDT

please.I'm good in the QRZ. Hi Bill,

Re: No pain no gain. | have been doing CWTs for about 9 years now.
From: Bill GOELZ The average speeds have gradually increased over
Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 02:09:02 EDT those years. It used to be that you could always

find ops at about 225 wpm, especially higher in
CW speed in CWT well | joined CW Ops on thehe band.
3rd Jan 200.

| have been dealghwith a serious aubimmune
Started to dip intonte CWT a year or two later disease that causes my immune system to attack
then in March 2015 my wife hachaortic and destroy healthy muscko,| can no longer
dissection in her descending aorta, she survivedimb the stairs to my shack easily.
paraplegic left leg amputee and home after eight

months in hospital. | hadn't done a CWT in a long time until last
Her right leg went in November lagtar,butshe month, when | did a couple. Boy!! | was amazed
is ok and happyust not as talanymore athow fast most ops were working, especially in

the lower portion of the band. Nearly everyone
As her maircareerspend a lot of time at home was running at 388 wpm or faster. Even using
which means more time to get on the air. N1MM and call histoy, it was still a real
challenge, but a lot of fun. However, for those not
Noticed the average speeds of stations in the capable of copyingallsigns at that speed,ntust
CWT creep up over the years lots were at aboute frustrating. Even in the higher portions of the
25wpm then noticed a lotere sending faster anband, the speeds were-38 wpm.
regular basis up to 30wpm and above. Sharpens
the skill set and enjoy the CWT sessions very Good luck, 73,
much.
John McVey, K4AFE
Ran aMorseclass fronmid-1986to mid-2018
great fun and after thdorsetest was removed Re: Nopain no gain. Wops
took my class up to 20wpm before sayinggok From: Bill GOELZ
out and be a CWuy. Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 04:54:50 EDT
John thanks for theeply and yes CWT best thing
Had a saying "There are only two speeds for C&Ver for upping the CW game do not use keyboard
the speed you can comfortably read and FastecW just the ETM9C keyer and my ears and Jim
both points are movable. N3JT called you several times but coratis were
way way down aftey e s t e soldrdlares and
Practice practigepractice and then practice mot€ME.
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| can copy call signs at higher speeds than that,
which does help these dafor sure!!
Got 5 for thisw e e W@AM scorenow on 211
and looking to beat lagt e a22& s 73,
Harve / KB3FW
Off to U995 29th May to 4th June so will miss the
Wed/Thursday CWT but back on Tuesday the &&: No pain no gain.
at about 2000 ishm time for thatw e e KWB. From: N3JT Jim #1
Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 09:30:30 EDT
DLODMB call from U995 for International | would have assumed that the CWA students
Museum Ships Weekend aatlleast 4 of the would be at 2%vords per minute or lower. But in
operators are CW some of the others are SSB e CWT sessions6 there often are CWA ops who
we split the operating up to give both SSB andare apparently capktbof copying at 35 wpm or

CW a chance. more. Perhaps listening several times to a fast
sent call sign can do it for somebody whose basic

Onwards and Upwards Never Give Up. competent speed is below 35hat's pushing
their copy envelopes, which seems to me great

73 de Bill GOELZ CW Ops 239 training!

_ _ Jim, N3JT

Re: No pain no gain.

From: Pete Smith Re: No pain no gain_

Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 08:57:09 EDT From: Tom HardyNN70

| guess my experience is a little different. In theate: Thu, 09 May 2024 10:02:52 EDT

1300Z session, 30 wpm seems to be about topgly perspective as a relatively new member

except for the same dozen guys who go faster (#3427) is that the verfast speeds of CWT have

around 3436. At 1900, the baseline seems to lseen extraordinarily helpful in improving my

up again to 32 wpm. In both sessions, there argopy skills. | try to do three CWTs per week, but

people going 2-26 WPM, and it's nota big  work obligations make 130(he 1900 an exercise

imposition to slow down for them. in "get 10 QSOs plus a few to spare and then get
to work". | use call history files andost of the

Since | started CWTs a couple of ygago, my time use spotting assistance. And | always use

comfortable baseline has gone up from 28 to 3R 1MM to send-there is still no way that | can

WPM. | count that as a principal reason for  send anything above about-23 wpm wittout

continuing, along with giving me a weekly slowing everyone else down.

opportunityto flex my mental muscles hi.

BUT, what I notice is that my copying and

73, Pete N4ZR sending at more "normal" speedsvastly

_ _ improving. My motivation in learning CW
Re: No pain no gain. originally was SOTA, and now | feel like | can
From: Harve H handle pretty much everything that comes my way
Date: Thu, 09 May 20249004:59 EDT ona summit (speeds there are about 18 to 22

Speeds have definitely increased over the past{@w). More importantly, | was playing on the
years. | have slid my speed up as fag82 wpm 7QP and NEQP last w&end and | found that

but am more comfortable at-28 wpm, which is with only a few exceptions | could copy everyone
where | usually sit. easilyand | was able to send everything using
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paddles. For me, thatas a huge improvement | examined the 1900 CWTdm this week by

and a major confidence builder. downloading the RBN file.
https://www.reversebeacon.net/

So, | hope the CWT "pros" keep ripping along. | then removed all duplicates by calergminute.

I'll keep on struggling during the CWTs . . . butSo,if one op was spotted 1 time in any given

it's working. And thanks to everyone for all theminute, that spot for that minute was included. If

contacts and practice! another op was spotted 10x in agiyen minute, |
only include 1 spot from him/her for that minute.

Vy 73, Otherwise, loud guys/gals get more weightha t
analysis. Signal strength (hence more spots)

Tom NN70 should not impact wpm (skewing).

CWops #3427

You all know, more or less, how RBN (skimmers)
work and thahas been a topic of discussion here
Re: No pain no gain. forever. So,keep that in mind. If you only S+P,
From: VE9AA - Mike you won't get spotted mucbr maybe not at all)
Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 10:07:03 EDT
Surely nobody is complaining about C\pegds | also limited the study t€Wopsmembers (it
in excess of 25 or 30wpm are they or am | was an easy way to look at the topic for only "us"
misconstruing the comments? and removed the noiger others operating during
the 1900 hour, but not in CWT.
This is "CWops right?
-- In the end, 39CWopsmembers were included in
Mike VE9AA 1347 the amlysis.

Re: No pain no gain. The average speed was 33.6 wpm
From: John K4AFE#1560 The min speed was 7 wpm (really!). | recognize
Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 10:32:42 EDT the call and the QRG was in our usual range.

| think the general consensus is that working thEhemax speed was 48 wpm
higher speeds helpstmendously with being able
to copy/send at more conversational speeds. | The data distribution is neparametric (not a
agree! "normal” curve).
Q ="quartile"
73, John, K4AFE
View/Reply Online | Reply To Sender | Reply Q1 speed is 30 pm

Group | Mute Topic | Top * | New Topic Q2 speed is 34 wpm

Q3 speed is 37 wpm
CWT speed analysis high outlier value is 47.5 wpm
From: Doug KR2Q (438)
Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 11:133 EDT | haveall the data, sorted by callsign. If you want
Seems like this topic comes up at least annuallg.copy please email me. If | get more than 10
And | always enjoy "thenath" (stats). requests, I'll post it.

de Doug KR2Q
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Re: CWT speed analysis

From: Gabriel Tudoran

Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 11:21:43 EDT
This is a veryFB analysis- thank you!

73 DE YO3HEX/YP3X

Re: No pain no gain.GAWops

From: Jeff Wandling ~ W7BRS

Date: Thu, 09 May024 11:57:10 EDT

With regards to th€WopsMini-contest speeds:

| export a few of the latest efforts | make into
ADIF andshovethem into a tool that generates
new master.dta which | then Run withNforse
Runnerset to 27 wpm. So,on off days | just
practice those same call signs. It's somewhat

funny when AA3B pops up iMorse Runneat 20

wpm.

The MR approach based only on paBIF's
from CWopshelped me a bit.

Dave WN4AFP 1208

Very interesting, Doug. The only quibblenight
offer is that behavior of runners in CWT and that
of the people calling them is different. When |
run (30 wpm to 32vpm), | am often called by
people going more slowly, and | tend to QRS if
they are going enough slower that | think they
might havetrouble copying at my CQ speed.

73, Pete N4ZR

On 5/9/2024 11:16 AM, Doug KR2Q (438) via
groups.io wrote:

8&eems like this tap comes up at least annually.
And | always enjoy "thenath" (stats).

de Doug KR2Q

| examined the 1900 CWT from this week by
downloading the RBN file.
https://www.reversebeacon.net/

I then removed all duplicates by call, per minute.

So,if one op vas spotted 1 time in any given
The original post was looking for sked QSO butninute, that spot for that minute was included. If
maybe that's not necessary. See you nex another op was spotted 10x in any given minute, |
Wednesday. only include 1 spot from him/her for that minute.
Otherwise, loud guys/gals get more weight in the
analysis. Signal strgth (hence more spots)

Re: CWT sped analysis should not impact wpm (skewing).
From: Pete Smith
Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 12:03:39 EDT You all knowhowRBN (skimmers) work and

Very interesting, Doug. The only quibble | mighitat has been a tapof discussion here forever.
offer is that behavior of runners in CWT and tha&o,keep that in mind. If you only S+P, you won't
of the people calling them is different. When | get spotted much (or maybe not at all)

run (30 wpm to 32 wpm), | am often callby

people going more slowly, and | tend to QRS ifl also limited the study tGWopsmembers (it
they are going enough slower that | think they was an easy way to look at the topic for only "us
might have trouble copying any CQ speed. and removed the noise for others @tierg during

73, Pete N4ZR the 1900 hour, but not in CWT.
Re: CWT speed analysis In the end, 39CWopsmembers were included in
From: Dave Edmonds WN4AFP the analysis.

Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 123208 EDT

| wonder who was sending at 48 wpm? | was The average speaehs 33.6 wpm

dealing with lightning storm during 1900z CWTThe min speed was 7 wpm (really!). | recognize
the call and the QRG was in our usual range.
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The max speed was 48 wpm I've found that if | run at 386 wpm, most of the
callers are in that range. If somearadls a bit
The data distribution is neparametric (nota  more slowly, | usually don't slow down, figuring

"normal” curve). perhaps I'm helping her/him improve copying. If

Q ="quartile" someone calls much more slgwi slow down. If
I'm getting a lot of callers, | sometimes speed up

Q1 speed is 30 wpm to 38 or even 40 until the pileup tisi out. I'm

Q2 speed is 34 wpm trying to strike a balance between maximizing my

Q3 yeed is 37 wpm score andeing considerate of other operators.

high outlier value is 47.5 wpm There are some who seendio the whole session
at 40+ wpm, and post great scores, but | just

Re: CWT speed analysis wouldn't be comfortable doing that.

From: Dave K1VUT (1878) 73,

Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 13:35:42 EDT Scott KOMA

PoorDave WN4AFP, someone is infringing on

his territory! Very interesting, Doug. The only quibble | might
offer is that behavior of runners in CWT athehtt

Dave K1VUT of the people calling them is different. When |
run (30 wpm to 32 wpm), | am often called by

Re: CWT speed analysis people going more shdy, and | tend to QRS if
they are going enough slower that | think they

From: Dave Edmonds WN4AFP might have trouble copying at my CQ speed.

Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 13:52:22 EDT 73, Pete N4ZR

| haven't head "super flyer" KG5HVO, Bryant in

a while. It's still a mystery. Seems like this topic comes up at least annually.

And | always ergy "themath" (stats).
Dave wn4afp 1208
de Doug KR2Q

Re: CWT speed analysis | examined the 1900 CWT from this week by
From: Doug KRQ (438) downloading the RBN file.

Date: Thu, 09 May 2024 19:26:32 EDT https://www.reversebeacaoret/

Pete, | then removed all duplicates by call, per minute.

So,if one op was spotted 1 time in any given
True. But all | have as a data source is RBN dataute, that spadior that minute was included. If
and generally, callers speexnot picked up. Andanother op was spotted 10x in any given minute, |
the speed of the runner's reply is probably alsoonly include 1 spot from him/her for that minute.
missed by RBN.So,we are looking at CQ speedtherwise, loud guys/gals get more weight in the

analysis. Signal strength (hence more spots)

Doug should not impact wpm (gkving).

Re: CWT speed analysis You all knowhowRBN (skimmers) work and
From: K9MA that has been a topic of discussion here forever.
Date:Thu, 09 May 2024 20:41:57 EDT So,keep that in mindlIf you only S+P, you won't

get spotted much (or maybe not at all)
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| also limited the study t&Wopsmembers (it What does a telegraph operator do?
was an easy way to look at the topic for only "u '

and removed the noise for others operating dunng
the 1900 hour, but not in CWT.

In the end, 391CWopsmembers were included in
the analysis.

The average speed was 33.6 wpm

The min speed was 7 wpm (rgd)l | recognize

the call and the QRG was in our usual range. A telegraphlst (British English), telegrapher

The max speed was 48 wpm (American English), or telegraph operator is an
opemtor whouses a telegraph key to send and

The data distribution is ngparametric (nota  receivethe Morse code in order to communicate

"normal” curve). by land lines or radio
Q ="quartile"
When did the railrad stop using telegraph?
Q1 speed is 30 wpm "Railroad" magazine noted that the Eau Claire
Q2 speed is 34 wpm line of the Milwaukee Road was the location of
Q3 speed is 37 wpm thelast use of railroad telegraph on a regular basis
high outlier value is 47.5 wp in the U.S., with the agents at Eau Claire and

Durand still using it until the mid970's.
| haveall the data, sorted by callsign. If you want
a copy, please email me. If | get more than 10Who were the famous telegraph operators?

requests, I'll post it. In its early days, the 18408360s, telegraphy had
been mythologized asway to move up in the

Re: CWT speed analysis world. Andrew Carnegie and Thomas Edison

From: N3JT Jim #1 started out as telegraph operators, and Horatio

Date: Fri, 10 May 2024 15:47:13 EDT Alger wrote three separate novels about telegraph

messenger boys makiggod.Nov 11, 2014
Dave and W1QK are my heroe¥/ith them and a
few others | know welll crank up my report (if | What company came to dominate the telegnap
am in S&P mode Were | can do it more easily) tmdustry?
60+ wpm. N5STOO and N3QE are among thos&he Western Union Telegraph Company
who oftenreciprocate! | know there is a smile
with those!

Re: Kid at Hamvention copying extremely high One of the most significant was the New York

speed callsigns and Mississippi Printing Telegraph Company
From: Jim N7US #486 formed by Hiram Sibley, which was soon

Date: Sun, 19 May 2024 22:07:22 EDT consolidated with a number of other staypt
Check out telegraph companies into the Westemon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Es6rrfKTbETelegraph Company in 1856. Western Union
M&ab_channel=n2yo became the dominant telegraph company in the
Jim N7US United States.
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The Amateur's Code
The Radio Amateur is :

CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates
in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of
others.

LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement and
support to other amateurs, local clubs, and
the American Radio Relay League, through
which Amateur Radio in the United States is
represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of
science, a well-built and efficient station and
operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating when
requested; friendly advice and counsel to the
beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and
consideration for the interests of others.
These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never
interfering with duties owed to family, job,
school or community.

PATRIOTIC...station and skill always ready
for service to country and community.

--The original Amateur's Code was written
by Paul M. Segal, WOEEA, in 1928.

Capers: Swap and Shop

CARA Swap & Shop Policies:

20

CARA assume no responsibility for transactions made or
inaccuracies in ads. You are responsible for checking your ad and
notifying us of any corrections. Swap and Shop listings are open to
licensed CARA hams, based on space available. Please submit your
items towlgk@snet.nefor placement in the CARA Capers.

FOR SALE:

Yaesu FTDX 2000100 Watts, 16® Meters.
All Options and Digital Filters$900.

2015 Ford AWD Escape, 4Cyl, 80K Miles 2
owners, clean Car Fax

CARA Club Speciallcom 2 Meter/440 MHZ,
50 Watt Mobile professionally installed.
$8,000

Contac¢: Bud Kozloffi W1NSK
2039393708



mailto:w1qk@snet.net

Visit us on the Web at
http://www.cararadioclub.org

Executive Board:
President i Bud Kozloff, W1INSK
wlnsk@wlgi.org
Vice President i John Morelli, W1JGM
wljgm@wlgi.org
Secretary i Treasurer
John Ahle i W1JMA, wiljma@wlgi.org

Directors:

David Coelho, WA1JGA
davidcoelho52@gmail.com
Vincent Tompkins i N20OHH
n2ohh@w1gqi.org
Rostyslaw Slabicky i N2ROS
w2ros@wlqi.org

CARA is an IRS 501(C)3 Organization.

CARA Mailing Address:
120 Fire Hill Road Ridgefield CT 06877.

We encourageontributions of articles, letters to the editor, etc.
and welcome newsletter exchanges with other clubs from around
the country and around the world. Permission is granted to reprint
material contained hereifiproper credit is given to this newsletter
and the author.

Ideas for, and contributions to the CAPERS should be submitted
to: wigk@snet.net

Submissions must be received no later than tteeideicated in
the preceding month of issumless otherwise specified.

Submissions should be in MS Word format or ASCII text. Photos
should be in .jpg format.

The input deadline is announced in the pyas issue and again at
the monthly planning meieg.

Material received after the deadline will be used in the next
mont hds CAPERS iif ités still cur

The CAPERS is published by CARA Capers Editor. All material
contained herein is osidered the opinion of the author and not
necesarily that of CARA.

Announcements of events are for informational purposes and do
not necessarily constitute an endorsement by CARA. No
responsibility for accuracy is assumed by the CARA Capers editor
or newsletter staff.

This summary is reprinted as auctesy of: The Mahoning Valley
Amat eur Radi o A4Vnongmenthly mewsietter: Awar ¢
i Voi c ehttpd/eww.mvara.org/Newsl/Current.pdf

Capers is the monthly newsletter of the
Candlewood Amateur Radio Association
Editor: Dan Fegley, W1QK

wlgk@snet.net

July issue input deadline: July 5

ARRL

H FI The national association for

AMATEUR RADIO

About ARRL:
Founded in 1914 by Hiram Percy Maxim,

A brief word from our  editor é

CARA CAPERS is the monthly publication of the Candlewood
Amateur Radio Association, Inc. (CARA) and is intended to | . . . )
present news, issues, and opinionstdriest to CARA members 1S based on five plllars: Public Service,
and the Amateur Radio Community.

ARRL (American Radio Relay League) is the
national association for Amateur Radio in the
US. Today, with more than 161,000
members, ARRL is the largest organization of
radio amateurs in the world. ARRL & mission

Advocacy, Education, Technology, and
Membership.
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ARRL -- Your One-Stop Resource
for
Amateur Radio News and
Information

Join or Renew Today! Eligible US-based
members can elect to receive QST or On the
Air magazine in print when they join ARRL or
when they renew their membership. All
members can access digital editions of all
four ARRL magazines: QST, On the Air,
QEX, and NCJ.

1 Listen to ARRL Audio News, available
very Friday.
Subscribe to...

NCJ -- National Contest Journal.
Published bimonthly, features articles by
top contesters, letters, hints, statistics,
scores, NA Sprint, and QSO patrties.
QEX -- A Forum for Communications
Experimenters. Published bimonthly,
features technical articles, construction
projects, columns, and other items of
interest to radio amateurs and
communications professionals.

f

Free of charge to ARRL members...

1 Subscribe to the ARES Letter (monthly
public service and emergency
communications news), the ARRL
Contest Update (biweekly contest
newsletter), Division and Section news
alerts -- and much more!

Find ARRL on Facebook! Follow us

on Twitter and Instagram!

f-iARRL, contest Update é{:»

June 5, 2024
Editor: Paul Bourque, N1SFE

During Hamvention, members of the
upcoming Jarvis Island DX-pedition were
talking about using a new variation of FT8,
initially called i S u p eM o doelhetnew
mode has the DX station, or the fox,
transmitting an approximately 1.5 kHz wide
waveform in the same 15-second interval as
today. This new waveform conveys a
message that can flexibly acknowledge up to
nine different hounds at a time and has
provisions for additional future functionality.
The new constant-envelope waveform with
multiple streams has approximately the same
receivability ast o d aswnglesslot waveform.
More i h o u nwill secable to hear the fox
when multiple streams are being used.

News, Press Releases, and Special
Interest

The Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club announced the
fall 2024 VHF and UHF sprints. There are

some changes for 2024, including expanded
award categories, and the moving of the 50
MHz Sprint to Saturday afternoon, with the
potential for improved propagation.Her e 6 s
the schedule:

0 50 MHz: 1800 UTC to 2200 UTC on
Saturday, August 10, 2024

0 144 MHz: 7 PM to 11 PM local time on
Monday, September 9, 2024

0 222 MHz: 7 PM to 11 PM local time on
Tuesday, September 17, 2024

0 432 MHz: 7 PM to 11 PM local time on
Wednesday, September 25, 2024

0 902 MHz and up: 8 AM to 2 PM local time
on Saturday, October 5, 2024
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In the early days of electrification, there were Optimizing the Use of Waterfall Displays for

many standards for voltages, AC vs. DC, and
AC frequency. There was distributed
generation with windmills or generators, and
lack of connectivity. With the advent of the
grid consumer power standards settled on
60-cycle AC, and power was generated by
large scale generators on the grid. With
distributed generation of renewable power
and initiatives to strengthen the grid, utilities
are implementing distributed storage and
generation of power. And there are new
companies that are providing equipment and
services at scale, using storage and
inverters. L e thépet h e ynd@t noesy
inverters.

Also at Hamvention, the new Airspy HF+
Ranger SDR receiver was being shown, in
advance of its release. An RTL-SDR website
article lists the frequency range to be 0.5 kHz
to 1750 MHz.

Word to the Wise

A Rover is a station that operates while in
motion, or from multiple locations during the
contest period. Rover categories are
available in many VHF and higher contests,
including the upcoming ARRL June VHF
Contest from June 8 - 10.

Sights and Sounds
Contest University 2024 was live streamed

via YouTube. If you missed it, you can still
watch the eight hour

looking for a session, links to the beginningof ma st er ed

some of the presentations are below:

Il tés our RadiLes par tPil
K5ZD (joined in-progress, audio starts at this
point)

Contesting i N6TV

How to Integrate Youth Operators in Multiop
Contesting i KESLQR and KES8RJU

Next Level Contesting; Making the Move to
SO2R i K5ZD

Eyeball Sprint exercise, always fun to watch!

The Road to WRTC2026 in the United
Kingdom i MODXR

HF Propagation Tips i W3LPL

AWhat happened | ast
didndét affect a major
like that again over the next 2 or 3 years or

so of this sdlFmank cycl e
Donovan, W3LPL, discussing the result of the
sundés coronal mass eject
radio blackout during his talk (see link

above).

we e k
co

P

The World of QRP Contesting i K8ZT
SO2R and Station Design Q&A i K5ZD

Are you Considering a New Radio? Is My TX
Clean? 1 NCOB

Operating Tip

Randy Thompson, K5ZD, suggests that on

your journey to SO2R ski
sa totfe mp td etoa U se ytowdrreadi o
using one very

includes knowing how to make contacts

under various conditions using your radio

without thinking about how to use radio

functions like filtering, attenuation, and so
@aortim @ha process of using the radio should

be muscle memory.
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Technical Topics and Information

The Morse Runner community edition project
had a new release in March. There is now
support for the IARU HF World
Championship, and ARRL Field Day and CQ
WPX contests have been improved. Morse
Runner is a fun tool that can help improve
your CW contesting skills by simulating real
contests with your contest logging software
such as N1MM Logger+ and DxLog.

A lot of PC enthusiasts and gamers build
their own mechanical keyboards by
combining a printed circuit board with key
switches and keycaps of their choice. Some
people prefer silent keys, while some want
the definitive clack of vintage CHERRY key
switches. Therebs a wide
and i f youodre
find KiCAD libraries for easy printed circuit
board layout.

That's all for this time. Remember to send
contesting-related stories, book reviews, tips,
techniques, press releases, errata,
schematics, club information, pictures,
stories, blog links, and predictions to contest-
update@arrl.org.

73, Paul, N1SFE and Brian, N9ADG

The ARRL Letter  hameL,

John E. Ross, KD8IDJ, Editor | June 6, 202

Announcemens$

The 13 Colonies Special Event will take pl:
July £7, 2024. Operating times are July
1,1300 UTC to July 8, 0400 UT@irteen
special call signs will be on the air, each ol
representing one of the origal 13 British
colonies that were established in 1607. Th
additional bonus call signs will be on the ai
representing Great Britain, France, and
Philadelphia. All HF bands can be used,
including the WARC band=¢cept for60
meters. Simplex o8 meters and 6 meters it
encouraged. The southeastern stations on
the east coast are very close to each other

dgear,iy @ m iéwill be harder for these states to contact e:

other so, use of 4060 meters is encourage
All modes of operation may be used,
including SB, CW, RTTY, and digital. The
mode of operation is up to the individual
colony state station. More information aboi
logs, call signs, and QSL certifications can
found & The Annual 13 Colonies Special
Even.

ARRL New England Division

Newsl| ett er
https://nediv.arrl.org/wp
content/uploads/2024/01/NelanglandBeacon
January2024.pdf
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https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMDU1NjcxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zMzgxMDk2NA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMDU1NjcxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zMzgxMDk2NA/index.html
https://nediv.arrl.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-England-Beacon-January-2024.pdf
https://nediv.arrl.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-England-Beacon-January-2024.pdf
https://nediv.arrl.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-England-Beacon-January-2024.pdf

There are in excess  of 400 contesters who are
members of the club throughout New England,
New York , and Canada.

Historic Field Day results

From: Larry Mitckell KFGNCX 3183

Date Mon, 13 May 2024 19:35:21 EDT
Anyone know how you can access past Field [
results, earlier than 1997? Online | have founc

ARRL page with links to yearly results going  ~ara has members of the YCCC
back to 2001. And | found two pdf links to QS '

YCCC has members who are some of the most
proficient contest operators in the world.

articles forresults from 1998 ah1997, but |
would like records from earlier than that. I'm

going to talk about FD to our local club and wa

to discuss how the club did in the old days.
Thanks. Larry

Re: Historic Field Day results

From: donovanf@starpower.net

Date: Tue, 14 May 2024 00:32:35 EDT
Hi Larry,

You can find all of the QSTs through 1969 heripate: Tue, 21 May 2024 00:0

https://www.worldradiohistory.com/QST.htm

Field Day results areasily located by using the
annual index at the back

of each December issue

73

Frank

W3LPL

More information about the YCCC at:
http://www.yccc.org/

The Yankee Clipper Contest Club is a special
purpose amateur radio club devoted to the
pursuit of operating and technical excellence.

Editor: Excerpts From the YCCC Groups |0 Reflector with
credit to all contributors:

10 Habits of Winning Contesters: The Contest
Crew

Re: How to handle email QSLs
From: Gene W3UA
1:53 EDT

Tom,

Not all e -QSL are created equal. Indeed,
there is at least one sort of verifiable QSLs.
Take a look at
https://hamlog.online/hgsl/?gvelKMtgO1ERA

AKB8QAWxCg%3D%3D - then scan the QR
code with your smartphone, and you will see
how it works. Of course, the send er may
make a mistake, then you will get the card

for a QSO which never happened -- butit's
exactly the same as with a paper card. But at
least this card can't be altered -- the QR code
contains QSO data and the digital signature,
which seals the QSO data . One can
photoshop the text on the card, but not the

data in the QR code. So it makes HQSL more
"verifiable" than even a paper card. To create
such cards, you need an account with
hamlog.online, but to receive and use, you
don't.

73, Gene W3UA
Re: Learn a languagsption?

From: Chuck, WS1L
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https://www.worldradiohistory.com/QST.htm
http://www.yccc.org/
https://hamlog.online/hqsl/?gve1KMtg01ERAAK8QAWxCg%3D%3D%20
https://hamlog.online/hqsl/?gve1KMtg01ERAAK8QAWxCg%3D%3D%20

Date: Wed, 05 Jun 2024 05:14:30 EDT

DXLabs Suite has a translation database that
provides that sort of thing for several laages.
Also, you may be able to find a used copy of The
Radio Amateur€onversation Guide by OK1BR
and OH2BAD. It used to be available as a free
PDF as well.ISBN95D92418-3.

73 de Chuck, WS1L

chandlerusm@agmail.com

Re: Learn a language options?
From: Braydon Ebare
Date: Wed, 05 Jun 2024 05:44:35 EDT

I f youdre just |l ooking
phrases in a bunch of languages| 6 d s ay

https://raisa.blodiow-to/theradio-amatews-
conversatiorguideis a good option. Keep in

mind that some of the transcriptions are not 100%
accurate in the native language, but it will
absolutely teach you the basics of a QSO in
another dnguage with native pronunciation.

That being said, there are a few smartphone apps
designed for language learners.

Among the free ones, there are DuoLingo (great
for basic acquisition), Busuu (especially strong in
Spanish and Italian), and Mesmerise.

With free apps come paid apps, oticse. If
youdbre | ooking to beco
another |l anguage, | 6d
Pimsleur, and Language Transfer (the best for an
absolute beginner)

Good luck on your language journey :)

Hope that helpBray KC1KUG
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https://d.docs.live.net/550ad2db863a0785/Documents/chandlerusm@gmail.com
https://raisa.blog/how-to/the-radio-amateur-s-conversation-guide
https://raisa.blog/how-to/the-radio-amateur-s-conversation-guide

Member and Station News:

Your news or story could be included here in the next issue of CARA Capers. Contact W1QK, Capers

editor.
Just snap pix of your station, antennas, mobile installation, etc. and send it to

wlgk@snet.net Your Capers Editor welcomes and encourages member input.

OCFAntennarepairwork @ W1NSK- June 1
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WISMS & W1MA @ WINSK
Photos: W1QK

Ridgefield Fire Works SaturddyJuly6 6pm210:30pm

From: wljma@wlgi.org
To: carawlqgi@groups.io
Mon, Jun 3 at 9:30 PM
Here is the sigiup link for those who would like to help with communications at
the Ridgefield Firevorks. Please mark your calendarbhe fireworks are on
Saturday 7/6 at:60 pm. Parking at lower field at the Ridgefield High
S ¢ h o dralkéin on 147.300We will use 146.55 on the groundBring a lawn
chair, bug spray and food/drink.73, John- W1JMA
Net Control: Harlan- W1QH, CT ARES Region 5 DEC

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10COE4AA9A92CA2FCEPR71453
ridgefield
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9A92CA2FCCF8-49971453-ridgefield
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9A92CA2FCCF8-49971453-ridgefield

WinLink 2M CT Packet GatewaysSubmitted by W1QK:

CALL COUNTY  LOC./FREQUENCY GRID REGIOEMG.POWER
W1SP-1  TOLLCT Tolland 145.65 FN31UV 3
W1SR2  WINDCT Brooklyn 145.61 FN41AT 4
W1SR3  NLONCT Ledyard 145.63 FN31XK 4
W1SR4 HARTCT Avon 145.69 FN310T 3
W1SR5 MIDDCT Haddam 145.69 FN31RK 2
W1SR6  LITCCT  Litchfield 145.65 FN3JJR 5
W1SR7  NHAVCT Oxford 145.63 FN31JK 5
W1SR8 FAIRCT Bridgeport 145.69 FN31JE 1

<< << <<=

Source: https://ctares.org/datzommswinlink-packet/

Northeast A

HamXposition 1 Ny

August 22-25, 2024

ARRL New England Division Convention

HamXposition Online Ticketin g is
OPEN!

General Admission only: $15

Convention Package PLUS $139
Includes:

* General Admission

* NEW Thursday Night Comedy Kickoff
* Friday DXDinner

* SaturdayGrandBanquet
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https://ctares.org/data-comms-winlink-packet/

This is a savings of $1\&rsus purchasing these items separately!

Online ticketing is available now.
If you wish to stay overnight, discounted hotel rates are available through July 25th.

Visit our website for all details and to purchase tickets in advance:
https://hamxposition.org

73,
Bob - K1IW
HamXposition 2024

Comedy Show Thursday 8/22 at 8PM
Seminars & Forums Fri, Sat, and Sun

Flea Market Hours: Fri 12-5, Sat 9-5, Sun 9-1
Exhibit Hall Hours: Sat 9-5, Sun 9-1

[CARAW1QI] Field Day 2024 Sign Up Link Below 2 weeks
from now!!!

John W1JMA
wljma@wlgi.org
carawlqi@groups.io

Sun, Jun 9 at 7:40 AM

Below is the link to sign up for set up, operating times and take down. We will size the
event at the 6/14 meeting based on sign ups. Please sign up before the meeting next
week. As of now, the doors will be locked at midnight and opened at 8am based on the
fact no one has signed up for any overnight shifts. We also have only 3 times where we
need two rigs, maybe we should only do one rig and skinny down the antenna

farm?? Pl eas e s i78 doho WEIMA

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AA8A923A7F58 -49094286-
field/167048084+#/
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https://hamxposition.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AA8A923A7F58-49094286-field/167048084#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AA8A923A7F58-49094286-field/167048084#/

CARA 2023 ARRL Field Day Summary

Photos contributed by:

WI1JIMA, W1QH, W1JGM, WA1JGA, KB1ZAC, W1QK

31




sociation

wiQr GARA

Www.cararadioc|y b.org,

Candlewood Amateyr Radio As

32




i

o4 Amateur Radio Association

=~ . wiQr cg“ \

= )

g

33




34




W1QI Candlewood ARA - 2023 ARRL Field Day
Public Information - Welcome Canopy
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