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 Capers  
January  -  202 5 

The Monthly Newsletter of The Candlewood Amateur Radio Association 
 Mailing Address: 120 Fire Hill Road Ridgefield CT 06877. 

Visit us on the Web at http://www.cararadioclub.org 
 

Editor: Daniel Fegley ï W1QK  w1qk@snet.net 

 
This in-person Program/Activity meeting will be held on Thursday, 
January 9 at the Stony Hill Fire House on Rte. 6 (Newtown Road) in 

Bethel. Gather at 7:00 pm. Meeting begins promptly at 7:30 pm. 
 

 

Meeting Topics: Winter Field Day Preparations 

 
Logging Winter FD contacts using N1MM Logger + 

 

http://www.cararadioclub.org/
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CARA Monthly Program/Activity Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, January 9 - Stony Hill FD 
 

CARA Program/Activity  Meeting this Thursday, January 9th at 7:30 pm at the Stony 

Hill FD Doors open at 7:00 pm, meeting begins at 7:30 pm. 

 

We have started something new, 

 please bring some snacks and/or soft drinks to share. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 

 
¶ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

o tƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ 

o !ǧŜƴŘŜŜ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴǎ 

¶ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

o tǊƻƎǊŀƳκ!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ нƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

ŀǘ тΥол {IC5 

o .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ пǘƘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳǎ 

o ¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

Á /ƭǳō {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊπ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ мκму мπоǇƳ 

Á tŀǎǘŀ bƛƎƘǘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ мκнм сǇƳ ±ŜǎǇǳŎŎƛ [ƻŘƎŜ 

Á ²ƛƴǘŜǊ C5 .tC5 мκнр ŀƴŘ мκнс 

o нлнр 5ǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ 

o DƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ 

Á IŀƳ wŀŘƛƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅπ5ŜōǊƛŜŦ 

¶ ¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳκ!ŎǝǾƛǘȅπ²ƛƴǘŜǊ C5 tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ bмaa wŜǾƛŜǿ 
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Presidentôs Message 

de W1NSK 

 
 

Happy New Year! 

As we start the new year, many of us have 

made resolutions. Yes, I knowéread 

more, lose weight, and get more 

exerciseé Iôd like to add to your list. 

Two suggestions. 

First: Get on the air more. Thatôs a lot of 

what itôs about isnôt it?  

Second: Better yet, try a new band & 

mode. Techôs, have you been on 10 

Meters?  

Nowôs the time with the peak of the Solar 

Cycle. Talk worldwide with 80 watts and 

a dipole 20 ft. off the ground! If you 

havenôt ñplayedò in a contest before, 

many are coming up! An easy relaxed 

intro would be the SSB North American 

QSO Party. Google it! 

This month, weôre holding Winter Field 

Day at The Ball Pond Fire House in New 

Fairfield. 

 

No tents nor cold weather to deal with.  

Weôll be comfortably operating from 

inside. Join us! See old friends, make new 

ones, operate one of the two stations and 

enjoy! This is the last Saturday/Sunday of 

January 25-26. 

A reminder: 

2025 Dues are now due. Check the web 

site or many emails sent for details on 

how to pay. Please fill out the new 

information sheet too. It allows us to keep 

current contact info accurate. Also, please 

sign up for a committee. The more the 

merrier. We need your help in many 

ways. 

We are looking for new ideas for club 

meeting presentations. If you have 

something you would like to share with 

the club or just an idea, let me know and 

weôll see what we can do.  

Bud - W1NSK 

CARA President 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

CARA Has been an ARRL Affiliated 
Club since 1946 ï 79 Years in 2025 
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Vice- Presidentôs Message: 

de W1JGM  

 
Welcome to 2025!  I trust that all had a 

Safe and wonderful Holiday season.  

 

There is a lot of radio activity in store for 

the coming year. Some are already behind 

us.  

 

A few members attended Ham Radio 

University on the 4th of January held at 

the Hillwood Commons Student Center, 

Brookville, NY. This is the 26th year of 

the educational event. If you missed it, 

check out their website at 

hamradiouniversity.org and look for 

Presentations and look to go next year.  

 

As far as educational event this 

Thursdayôs January 9th CARA program 

meeting at the Stony Hill Fire Dept will 

be an informative session on Winter Field 

Day and the logging program ñN1MMò. 

The N1MM is the most wildly used 

contest logging software used.  

John W1JMA and Steve W1SMS invite 

members to visit their stations on 

Saturday January 18th. This is a hands-on 

learning experience at an operating 

station. John and Steve bring a wealth of 

knowledge to the hobby. Contact them 

directly to attend. 

 

To further your quest for knowledge 

please join us every Sunday evening on 

MS Teams at 8PM, right after our 7:30 

PM 2-meter net. Bring any of your 

Amateur Radio questions. The link is sent 

each week via E-mail and is posted on the 

CARA website under activities.  

 

Remember the CARA club provides 

access to the Microsoft Suite of programs 

as part of your membership. We also 

provided an E-mail address at 

(yourcall)@W1QI.ORG. To sign up 

please contact me at w1jgm@w1qi.org. 

 

If you're a Technician Class license holder 

and interested in getting your General 

License, contact me as soon as posable as 

we will be starting a class in the next few 

weeks. The class will follow the ARRL 

study guide and run to March 2025. The 

class will be held both virtually and in-

person.  

 

Remember to join us for Pasta Night at 

the Amerigo Vespucci Lodge, 10 

Christopher Columbus Ave, Danbury, 

CT... We meet at 6:00 PM. The cost is 

$12 payable to the lodge and cash bar. 

 

Wishing all the best in 2025, 

John Morelli ï W1JGM 

CARA Vice-President 

https://d.docs.live.net/550ad2db863a0785/Documents/hamradiouniversity.org
mailto:yourcall)@W1QI.ORG
mailto:w1jgm@w1qi.org
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CARA is an ARRL-Designated 
Special Service Club 

ARRL SSC recognition renewal application  
approved: March 2024 

 

 
December 27 - Monthly Business Meeting 
Minutes  
de CARA Secretary/Treasurer, John Ahle - W1JMA 
 

 
πππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 
/!w! .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нтΣ нлнп 
 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ōȅ WƻƘƴ 

²мWDaΣ ±t ŀǘ тΥорǇƳ ƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳǎΦ  мл 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǉǳƻǊǳƳ 

ǿŀǎ ƳŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 

¢ƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 

/!t9w{ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

ƛƴ /!t9w{ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ  WƻƘƴ ²мWa! 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŘǳŜǎΦ  WƻƘƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ȅŜǘ 

ǘƻ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ L.ƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ¦{. ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 

/5Φ 

wŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ {ǘŜǾŜ ²м{a{ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ нƳ ŀƴŘ ппл ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊǎΦ  hǳǊ 

ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ 

aŀǊŎƘ омΣ нлнрΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ннл ŀƴŘ сƳ 

ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƭŘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘŜǎ ǳƴǝƭ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

нƳκпплΦ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎΥ 

L¢Υ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ²мWa! ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ 

ƻƴ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ Dƻ5ŀŘŘȅΦ 5ŀƴ 

bн5D¢ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ WƻƘƴ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ нлнрΦ 

/!t9w{Υ 5ŀƴ ²мvY ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ мκоκнр ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǳŜ ŘŀǘŜ 

ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ 

±9 ¢ŜǎǝƴƎΥ Wƻƴ !Wм¦ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƻũŜǊ п ŜȄŀƳǎ ƛƴ нлнрΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ 
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ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴȅ Iƛƭƭ 

C5Φ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜȄŀƳ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ оκмκнрΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  Wƻƴ 

ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ww[ ±9/ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлнсΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘΦ  

Wƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ww[ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ 

/!w! ƳƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  Wƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ !ww[ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ  

aƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΧΦ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎΥ WƻƘƴ ²мWDaΣ IŀǊƭŀƴ 

²мvI ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴ bн5D¢ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 

ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ww[ ōƻƻƪ 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ   ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ 

CǳƴŘ wŀƛǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ǳŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǎƪ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ Ϸпнр ŦǊƻƳ п ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ 

Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ IC ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 

ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  5ŀƴ ²мvY ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎƪ ŀ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 

ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǎƻ /!w! Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴ 

ŀǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ 

WƻƘƴ ²мWa! ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

IC 9v [ŜƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¸ŀŜǎǳ ²ƛƴ Ƙŀǎ 

ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²C5 ǳǎŜΦ  ²ƛƴ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊƛƎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  9Ř 

Y/м¦w¸ ǿƛƭƭ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎǎ ŀƊŜǊ 

²C5Φ 

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ 

WƻƘƴ ²мWa! Ƙŀǎ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IŀƳ 

wŀŘƛƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

мκпκнр ƻƴ [ƻƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  {ƻ ŦŀǊ wƻǎǘȅ 

²нwh{ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ  WƻƘƴ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 

²C5 ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  !ƴ bмaa ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 

ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ   WƻƘƴ ²мWDa ŀƴŘ 

IŀǊƭŀƴ ²мvI ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƳƻ bмaaΦ 

¢ƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘŜƴǘŀǝǾŜƭȅ 

ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ [h¢² ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ōȅ 

ŀƴ !ww[ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΦ  .ǳŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŬǊƳΦ 

DƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΥ 

WƻƘƴ ²мWDa ǊŜƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻƊ оср ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŏƭǳō 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǘ уΥплǇƳΦ 

 

/!w! ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нлнп 

 
LƴŎƻƳŜΥ   Cǳƭƭ aŜƳōŜǊ 5ǳŜǎ Ϸомфр 
LƴŎƻƳŜΥ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ LƴŎƻƳŜ Ϸ нфу 
LƴŎƻƳŜΥ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎπwŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ Ϸпнр 
¢ƻǘŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜΥ Ϸофму 
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9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴπ²!т.baϧth¢!ϧ 
b9vt Ϸмлл 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ς 9ǉ ϧ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
Ϸолр 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ tŀȅtŀƭ CŜŜǎ Ϸпт 
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜκIƻǎǝƴƎ CŜŜǎ Ϸнсф 
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴπ.tC5 ϧ {IC5 Ϸорл 
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ 9ǾŜƴǘ .ŀƴƴŜǊǎ Ϸмпн 
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ wŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ wŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀ      
  Ϸфул 
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ /ƻũŜŜ ϧ 5ƻƴǳǘǎ !w9{ aŜŜǝƴƎ
   Ϸтр 
¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜΥ Ϸннсу 
 
bŜǘ LƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ tŜǊƛƻŘ Ϸмсрл 
 
/ŀǎƘΥ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ  ϷмлΣмрпΦст 
/ŀǎƘΥ tŜǧȅ  Ϸрл 
LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΥ L.ƻƴŘκ/5 Ϸ рΣлрлΦмр 
 
¦ƴǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ /!{I .ŀƭŀƴŎŜΥ ϷмрΣ стфΦун 
 
bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ рт 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ      л 
!ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ      м 
ππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 

[CARAW1QI] Please Consider Supporting 

CARA on Giving Tuesday- Results 

John W1JMA  From:w1jma@w1qi.org Wed, Dec 4 at 

12:16 PM 

We received $375 for HF activities 
from 3 donors.  Thank you.  

 CARA is a 501c3 entity.  Your donation to 
CARA is tax deductible.  Please consider 
supporting CARA in giving for HF 
Activities (POTA, FD, Special Event 

Stations) or Support our Repeater System 
(2m and 440). 
ππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 

/!w! aŜǊŎƘΥ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 
Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нлнпΣ 5ŀƴ π bн5D¢Σ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŀƭƭƻǿ W{/ 9ƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ /!w! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
ŦƻǊ /!w! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƘŀǘǎΣ ǎƘƛǊǘǎΣ ƳǳƎǎΣ 
ŜǘŎΦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /!w! ƭƻƎƻ ŀǘ ƴƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ /!w!Φ  
 
 /!w! ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ  
ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ Ǿƛŀ /!t9w{Φ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ     
 5ŀƴ ς bн5D¢  
 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƧǎŜπǊŜǇŀƛǊΦŎƻƳκǇǊƻŘǳŎǘπ
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅκŎƭǳōπŀǇǇŀǊŜƭκŎŀƴŘƭŜǿƻƻŘπŀƳŀǘŜǳǊπ
ǊŀŘƛƻπŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴκ  
 

 

https://www.jse-repair.com/product-category/club-apparel/candlewood-amateur-radio-association/
https://www.jse-repair.com/product-category/club-apparel/candlewood-amateur-radio-association/
https://www.jse-repair.com/product-category/club-apparel/candlewood-amateur-radio-association/
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tƘƻǘƻǎΥ ²мvY 

 
πππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 

 
Weekly CARA Sunday club NETS: 

 

 
Informal 10M Net: 28.490 MHz. USB 7:00 pm ï 
7:30 pm. Net Control: Vin ï N2OHH 
  
The CARA Net: W1QI 2M FM Repeater ï 7:30 

pm. 

Net Controls: David - KB1ZAC,  Charlie - KC1IBR.  

 

Contact Vin ï N2OHH or David ï KB1ZAC 

respectively if you would like to be a CARA 10M or 

2M Net Control Operator. 

 
Upcoming Contests, Hamfests Events & 

Meetings: 

 

Jan. 9:  CARA Monthly Program/Activity 

Meeting. In-person at Stony Hill FD, 

Bethel. Winter Field Day planning & FD 

logging using N1MM Logger + software 

program. Gather at 7:00 pm, gavel at 

7:30 pm 

 

Jan. 11: North American QSO Party ï CW 

 

Jan. 14; Northville Amateur Radio Association 

TEAMS meeting 

 

Jan. 18-19: ARRL January VHF contest 

 

Jan. 18: North American QSO Party ï SSB 

 

Jan. 18: Computer Fair, at Danbury VFW (Post 

149). 5 Byron Street. Show Hours - 10 

AM Until 3:30PM  

 

Jan. 21:  Monthly CARA Pasta Night Dinner - 

Vespucci Italian-American club in 

Danbury on Vespucci Dr. $ 12 for 

bread/butter, salad, bowl of pasta with 

homemade sauce. Cash bar for soda, 

wine, and beer. 7:00 pm. No 

reservations required. 
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Jan. 23: CARA Monthly Planning meeting on 

TEAMS ï 7:30 pm 

 

Jan. 25: BARTG RTTY Sprint contest 

 

Jan. 23:  CARA Monthly Planning Meeting on 

TEAMS:  7:30 pm 

 

Jan. 27: CT ARES Region 5 Monthly meeting via 

TEAMS.  

 

Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29;  CWops CWT contest - 1300Z 

& 1900Z Wednesday, and 0300Z (Thursday) 

https://cwops.org/cwops-

tests/https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/ 

 

Feb. 6: THURSDAY, February 2025 Capers 

input deadline: w1qk@snet.net 

 

Editor: Dates, links, and other details for this column 

provided by:  

https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html 

 

For current scores, visit: 
https://www.3830scores.com/index.php 

 

 

Use this link to access the WA7BNM 

Contest Calendar website: 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html 

 

 

 Background information 
for Jan. 9 meeting: 

 

 
 

What is N1MM logger +? 
 

 

 
N1MM Logger is the world's most popular 
ham radio contest logging program. 
 
For CW, phone and digital modes, its 
combination of contest-optimized features is 
unmatched. 
 

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm

-full -install/ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Editor: 

Comprehensive YouTube video overview of 

N1MM Logger + for newbies: 
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=introduction+to+n
1mm+logger+%2B&oq=introduction+to+n1mm+logge
r+%2B&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751.12944j0j7&sourcei
d=chrome&ie=UTF-
8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:816c74fb,vid:uyqm7tab-wI,st:0 
 
 
 
 

https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
mailto:w1qk@snet.net
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html
https://www.3830scores.com/index.php
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm-full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm-full-install/
https://www.google.com/search?q=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&oq=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751.12944j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:816c74fb,vid:uyqm7tab-wI,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&oq=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751.12944j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:816c74fb,vid:uyqm7tab-wI,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&oq=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751.12944j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:816c74fb,vid:uyqm7tab-wI,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&oq=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751.12944j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:816c74fb,vid:uyqm7tab-wI,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&oq=introduction+to+n1mm+logger+%2B&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751.12944j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:816c74fb,vid:uyqm7tab-wI,st:0
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John E. Ross, KD8IDJ, Editor | January 2, 2025 
 

 

Winter Field Day 2025 

Winter Field Day (WFD), hosted by the 

Winter Field Day Association, is scheduled to 

run from 1900 UTC on Saturday, January 25, 

through 1859 UTC on Sunday, January 26. 
  

WFD is held on the last full weekend in 

January and is a communications exercise 

that can be worked from the comfort of your 

home or from a remote location. You can 

participate by yourself, with your friends and 

family, or with a local club. 
  

 

WFD is designed to help increase your level 

of preparedness for disasters and for you to 

improve and practice your operating skills in 

winter environments, as the potential for 

freezing temperatures, snow, ice, and other 

hazards present unique operating 

conditions. 
  

WFD is open to participants worldwide. 

Amateur radio operators may use 

frequencies on the HF, VHF, or UHF bands 

and are free to use any mode that can 

faithfully transmit the required exchange 

intact. Similar to ARRL's Field Day, bonus 

points are earned in several ways, including 

from using non-commercial power sources, 

operating from remote locations, making 

satellite contacts, and more. Make sure you 

register your location at the WFD 

registration page. To date, there are 345 

locations registered around the world. 
  

Also, remember to mark your calendar for 

2025 ARRL Field Day on June 28 - 29. For 

additional information, visit Field Day 

(arrl.org). 
 
 

Amateur Radio in the News 

άHam radio is still a disaster lifeline, even in 

the iPhone era - here's whyέ κ ½5b9¢ όbŜǿ 

York) December 18, 2024 
  

άMike Hall to run Lanierland Amateur Radio 

Club Net On Christmas Day as he recovers 

from strokeέ κ ²5¦b όDŜƻǊƎƛŀύ 5ŜŎember 

25, 2024 
  

mailto:jross@arrl.org
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4Mw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4NQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4NQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4Ng/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4Ng/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg5MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg5MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg5MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4Mw/index.html
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άLocal club connecting amateur radio 

enthusiastsέ κ ²ŜƛǊǘƻƴ 5ŀƛƭȅ bŜǿǎ όhƘƛƻύ 

December 27, 2024 
  

άHam it up with radio hams at Belwinέ κ ¢ƘŜ 

Gazette (Minnesota) December 28, 2024 -

- The Stillwater Amateur Radio Association is 

an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

  
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

January 1, 2025 Editor: Paul Bourque, N1SFE 
  

Results and Records 

ARRL 10-Meter Contest Raw Scores 

Raw scores for the ARRL 10-Meter Contest 

are now available 

at https://contests.arrl.org/rawscores.php?c

n=10m. Log checking will begin shortly, and 

once completed, the final results including 

line scores and the expanded results article 

by Andrew Goss, AA5JF will be available 

online. 
  

That's all for this time. Remember to send 

contesting-related stories, book reviews, 

tips, techniques, press releases, errata, 

schematics, club information, pictures, 

stories, blog links, and predictions 

to contest-update@arrl.org. 
  

73, Paul, N1SFE 
 
 

 

CARA 2025 

Ham Exam Schedule   

 

CARA 2025 Amateur radio exams: 

 

Subject: VE Testing dates for 2025 at the 

Stony Hill Firehouse in 2025. 

  

All sessions are on Saturdays at 11:30 am. 

  

March 1, 2025 

June 7, 2025 

September 6, 2025 

December 6, 2025 

  

Test takers need to register in advance by 

emailing aj1u@arrl.net with their name, 

the test they wish to take, and a contact 

phone number. 

  

Thanks, 

73, Jon Bernon - AJ1U 

 

CARA Volunteer Examiner Session 

Coordinator 
 

 

 

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg5NA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg5NA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg5Nw/index.html
mailto:contest-update@arrl.org
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIxNDMyJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjM2MzgxOQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIxNDMyJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjM2MzgxOQ/index.html
mailto:contest-update@arrl.org
mailto:aj1u@arrl.net
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CT ARES Information: 

 
Statewide Weekly ARES Net: 

KB1AEV/NA1RA (NARA) linked repeaters:  

Sunday @ 8:00 pm 

 

Statewide Weekly DMR Net: DMR repeaters: 

Sunday @ 8:30 pm 

 

The CT ARES Region 5 South monthly meeting 

is held on the last Monday of the month ï 

currently via TEAMS. 

 

Send an email inquiry to Harlan Ford ï W1QH, 

Region 5 DEC if you would like to learn more 

about CT ARES or be added to the distribution 

for CT ARES announcements and links to CT 

ARES meetings via TEAMS. 

hford01@snet.net 

 

Visit this website to learn more about CT ARES, 

the weekly 2M FM nets, and Win Link 

Wednesday: 

http://www.ctares.org/ 

 

 

 

Next CT ARES Win Link 

Wednesdays: 
Wednesday, January 1  

AND Wednesday, January 8 

 

[ct-ares] WinLink Wednesday att.net 

 

John H. Will 
  

From: johnhwill@sbcglobal.net 

To: announce@ct-ares.groups.io 

 

Mon, Dec 30 at 10:12 AM 
 

KB1OVQ, Newtown EOC will be hosting 

WinLink Wednesday  on January 1st, 

2025 AND on January 8th, 2025 this 

month.  The usual is the first Wednesday 

of the month, but with the holiday, we 

thought it may not be workable for all 

people. 

We look forward to your submissions and 

would like to know everyoneôs favorite 

Christmas gift. 

 

Thanks. 

 

John -  KB1LYP and the rest of the 

KB1OVQ Newtown EOC Crew. 

 
 

CT ARES Winlink Wednesday 
Put your 2M FM Winlink Packet station on the air to 

participate in the monthly CT ARES Winlink 

Wednesday message practice session. Try to use the 

W1SP nodes in our area: 

 
W1SP-6 LITCCT Litchfield

 145.650 FN31JR 

 

W1SP-7 NHAVCT Oxford  

https://d.docs.live.net/550ad2db863a0785/Documents/hford01@snet.net
http://www.ctares.org/
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145.630 FN31JK 

 

W1SP-8 FAIRCT Bridgeport

 145.690 FN31JE 

  
KX1EOC Danbury EOC  Greater Danbury 

Area 

 145.630 

 

 

New date for ARES Net 

Control Station 

Operator Training 

Workshop 

Douglas Sharafanowich - WA1SFH via groups.io  

From:wa1sfh=optonline.net@groups.io 

To:announce@ct-ares.groups.io 

Fri, Dec 20, 2024 at 7:54 AM 

What:    Net  Control  Station Operator 
Traini ng Workshop  

Date:    Saturday, February 1, 2025  

Time:    0830 ï 1200    

Place:   TBA  (Greater Hartford/Central 
CT)  

  

The ARRL CT Section is excited to 
announce its upcoming, in -person, Net 

Control Station (NCS) Operator 
Training Workshop.  

  

Target Audience:  
 

Members of  ARES * , Skywarn, the 
National Traffic System (NTS) , 

and  other Hams  wanting to build 
more skills.  

This comprehensive, fast paced, 
hands -on workshop is designed to not 

only to give attendees the foundational 
training they need to start conducting 

a Radio Net successfully, but also to 
provide "a refresher" for experienced  

Net Control Station Operators.  

  

Be Part of our NCS Operator 
Team!  
 

Don't Miss it!  

 

REGISTER 
TODAY  at :   https://tinyurl.com/m

w9e6und  

  

Pre -Workshop Reading 
Assignment :  
 

Please read ñThe First 15 Minutesò 
presentation, and write down your 

observations.  

We will begin the Workshop with a 

discussion of what happened, focusing 
on:  

The Good, The Bad, and THE UGLY.  

LINK:  https://tinyurl.com/yc5erdc

m  

  

Not e:  

* ARES members  

This workshop prepare s you for 
the  ARES  Emergency Communicator 

Individual  Task Book  -  Level 2 
Participation requirement: ñServe as 

Net Controlò 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/mw9e6und
https://tinyurl.com/mw9e6und
https://tinyurl.com/yc5erdcm
https://tinyurl.com/yc5erdcm
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Editor: Rick Palm, K1CE  

 

ARES® Resources 

¶ Download the ARES Manual [PDF] 

¶ ARES Field Resources Manual [PDF] 

¶ ARES Standardized Training Plan Task 

Book [Fillable PDF] 

¶ ARES Standardized Training Plan Task 

Book [Word] 

¶ ARES Plan 

¶ ARES Group Registration 

¶ Emergency Communications Training 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service® 

(ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who 

have voluntarily registered their 

qualifications and equipment with their local 

ARES leadership, for communications duty in 

the public service when disaster strikes. 

Every licensed amateur, regardless of 

membership in ARRL or any other local or 

national organization is eligible to apply for 

membership in ARES. Training may be 

required or desired to participate fully in 

ARES. Please inquire at the local level for 

specific information. Because ARES is an 

amateur radio program, only licensed radio 

amateurs are eligible for membership. The 

possession of emergency-powered 

equipment is desirable, but is not a 

requirement for membership. 
  

How to Get Involved in ARES: Fill out 

the ARES Registration form and submit it to 

your local Emergency Coordinator. 
 

Support ARES®: Join ARRL 

ARES® is a program of ARRL The National 

Association for Amateur Radio®. No other 

organization works harder than ARRL to 

promote and protect amateur radio! ARRL 

members enjoy many benefits and services 

including digital magazines, e-newsletters, 

online learning (learn.arrl.org), and technical 

support. Membership also supports 

programs for radio clubs, on-air contests, 

Logbook of The World®, ARRL Field Day, and 

the all-volunteer ARRL Field Organization. 
  

Join ARRL or renew today! www.arrl.org/join 
  

The ARES Letter is free of charge to ARRL 

members. 

Subscribe: www.arrl.org/subscribe 
  

Find ARRL 

on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, X 

(@arrl and @arrl_ares), and Threads 
  

ARRL Store: www.arrl.org/shop 
  

Support programs not funded by member 

dues at www.arrl.org/donate 
  

Contact us to advertise in this newsletter 

(space subject to availability): ads@arrl.org 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://arrl.informz.net/arrl/data/images/ARES%20Letter/ARES%20Taskbook%20July%202024.pdf
https://arrl.informz.net/arrl/data/images/ARES%20Letter/ARES%20Taskbook%20July%202024.pdf
https://arrl.informz.net/arrl/data/images/ARES%20Letter/ARES%20Taskbook%20July%202024.doc
https://arrl.informz.net/arrl/data/images/ARES%20Letter/ARES%20Taskbook%20July%202024.doc
https://arrl.informz.net/arrl/data/images/ARES%20Letter/ARES%20PLAN%2024(2).pdf
http://www.arrl.org/ares-group-id-request-form?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/fsd98.pdf?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://learn.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/join?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://www.arrl.org/opt-in-out?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.facebook.com/ARRL.org
https://www.instagram.com/arrlhq/
https://www.youtube.com/ARRLHQ
https://x.com/arrl
https://x.com/arrl_ares
http://www.arrl.org/ares-el?issue=2024-04-17&utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://home.arrl.org/action/Shop/Store
https://home.arrl.org/action/Donate
mailto:mailto:ads@arrl.org
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This document lists CT DEMHS Towns by 

Region: 

https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-

Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-

Offices/Towns-by-Region 
------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Submit CT ARES news to CARA Capers to 

be included here in next monthôs issue. 

 

"When Everything Else Fails. Amateur 

Radio often is our last line of 

defense...When you need amateur radio, 

you really need them." 

 

The Hon. W. Craig Fugate - Former 

Administrator, US Department of 

Homeland Security, FEMA  
 

 

 
  

ñTuning in togetherò 

The Amateur's Code 
The Radio Amateur is : 

 
CONSIDERATE...never knowingly 
operates in such a way as to lessen 
the pleasure of others. 

 
LOYAL...offers loyalty, 
encouragement and support to other 
amateurs, local clubs, and the 
American Radio Relay League, 
through which Amateur Radio in the 
United States is represented 
nationally and internationally. 
 
PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge 
abreast of science, a well-built and 
efficient station and  operation above 
reproach. 
 
FRIENDLY...slow and patient 
operating when requested; friendly 
advice and counsel to the beginner; 
kindly assistance, cooperation and 
consideration for the interests of 
others. These are the hallmarks of the 
amateur spirit. 

BALANCED...radio is an avocation, 
never interfering with duties owed to 
family, job, school or community. 
 
PATRIOTIC...station and skill always 
ready for service to country and 
community. 
 
--The original Amateur's Code was 
written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 
1928. 

https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-Offices/Towns-by-Region
https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-Offices/Towns-by-Region
https://portal.ct.gov/DEMHS/Emergency-Management/Resources-For-Officials/Regional-Offices/Towns-by-Region


16 

 

 
 

Capers: Swap and Shop  
 

CARA Swap & Shop Policies: 

CARA assumes no responsibility for transactions made or 

inaccuracies in ads. You are responsible for checking your ad and 

notifying us of any corrections. Swap and Shop listings are open to 

licensed CARA hams, based on space available. Please submit your 
items to w1qk@snet.net for placement in the CARA Capers.   

For Sale: 

Cushcraft 13B2 2M monoband Yagi 
(FM/SSB/CW/FT8) Excellent condition. 
$150 OBO.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Kantronics TNC has no model #. Probably 
their first one. I have no paperwork. 
Includes DC and connection cables for a 
Kenwood TS-700SP. Asking $25.  
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:w1qk@snet.net
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The Yaesu Speaker / Phone patch is a 
model SP-980P. Includes cables for POTS 
phone line and a Yaesu FT-101E.  Asking  
$80  - open to offers. 
 

 
 

 
 
Contact Jon ς W1KBW (formerly KA1RLX) 
Pick-up in New Fairfield. 
Cell: 203-746-8033 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 

Thereôs an extensive list of 

FREE and items to CARA 

members and items for sale 

from Terry ï N1ACI  on the last 

pages of this monthôs Capers. 

Contact Terry via E-mail or phone.  

 He lives in Southbury and is 

assisting the XYL of a Silent Key. 

 
 

 
Visit us on the Web at 

http://www.cararadioclub.org 
 
 

Executive Board: 

President ï Bud Kozloff, W1NSK  
w1nsk@w1qi.org 

Vice President ï John Morelli, W1JGM 
w1jgm@w1qi.org 

Secretary ï Treasurer  
John Ahle ï W1JMA, w1jma@w1qi.org 

 
Directors: 

David Coelho, WA1JGA 
 davidcoelho52@gmail.com 

Vincent Tompkins ï N2OHH 
n2ohh@w1qi.org 

Rostyslaw Slabicky ï N2ROS 
w2ros@w1qi.org 

 
CARA is an IRS 501(C)3 Organization. 

 
CARA Mailing Address: 

 120 Fire Hill Road Ridgefield CT 06877. 
 

 

Capers is the monthly newsletter of 
the Candlewood Amateur Radio 

Association 
Editor: Daniel Fegley, W1QK 

w1qk@snet.net 

 
February issue input deadline: February 6 

http://www.cararadioclub.org/
mailto:w1qk@snet.net


18 

 

 

CARA Capers Editor ð W1QK, operating CW at 

a recent CARA POTA event  

A brief word from our editor é  

CARA CAPERS is the monthly publication of the Candlewood 

Amateur Radio Association, Inc. (CARA) and is intended to 

present news, issues, and opinions of interest to CARA members 

and the Amateur Radio Community.  

We encourage contributions of articles, letters to the editor, etc. 

and welcome newsletter exchanges with other clubs from around 

the country and around the world. Permission is granted to reprint 

material contained herein if  proper credit is given to this 

newsletter and the author.  

Ideas for, and contributions to the CAPERS should be submitted 

to: w1qk@snet.net.  

Submissions must be received no later than the date indicated in 

the preceding month of issue, unless otherwise specified.  

Submissions should be in MS Word format or ASCII text.  

Photos should be in .jpg format. 

The input deadline is announced in the previous issue and again 

at the monthly planning meeting. 

Material received after the deadline will be used in the next 

monthôs CAPERS if itôs still current and /or newsworthy.  

The CAPERS is published by CARA Capers Editor. All material 

contained herein is considered the opinion of the author and not 

necessarily that of CARA. 

Announcements of events are for informational purposes and do 

not necessarily constitute an endorsement by CARA. No 

responsibility for accuracy is assumed by the CARA Capers 

editor or newsletter staff.  

 

 
About ARRL:  
Founded in 1914 by Hiram Percy Maxim, 
ARRL (American Radio Relay League) is the 
national association for Amateur Radio in 
the US. Today, with more than 161,000 
members, ARRL is the largest organization 
of radio amateurs in the world. ARRLôs 
mission is based on five pillars: Public 
Service, Advocacy, Education, Technology, 
and Membership. 

 

 
ARRL -- Your One-Stop Resource 

for 
Amateur Radio News and 

Information. 
 

..Join or Renew Today! Eligible US-based 
members can elect to receive QST or On the 
Air magazine in print when they join ARRL 
or when they renew their membership. All 
members can access digital editions of all 
four ARRL magazines: QST, On the Air, 
QEX, and NCJ. 
¶ Listen to ARRL Audio News, available 

very Friday. 
 

Subscribe to... 

¶ NCJ -- National Contest Journal. 
Published bimonthly, features articles by 
top contesters, letters, hints, statistics, 
scores, NA Sprint, and QSO parties. 

¶ QEX -- A Forum for Communications 
Experimenters. Published bimonthly, 
features technical articles, construction 
projects, columns, and other items of 

mailto:w1qk@snet.net
http://www.arrl.org/join
http://www.arrl.org/qst
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/on-the-air-magazine
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news
http://www.ncjweb.com/
http://www.arrl.org/qex
http://www.arrl.org/qex
http://www.arrl.org/qex
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interest to radio amateurs and 
communications professionals. 

 
Free of charge to ARRL members... 

¶ Subscribe to the ARES Letter (monthly 
public service and emergency 
communications news), the ARRL 
Contest Update (biweekly contest 
newsletter), Division and Section news 
alerts -- and much more! 

¶ Find ARRL on Facebook! Follow us 
on Twitter and Instagram! 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Official ARRL Flag 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

Editor: Mike Walters, W8ZY 

Important Links 

ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated 

Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL 

Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a license class in your 

area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a license exam in your 

area: www.arrl.org/exam 

Find a hamfest or 

convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

    
  

  

ARRL Club News is published every 
month (12 times each year). ARRL 
members may subscribe at no cost or 
unsubscribe by editing their Member 
Data Page at www.arrl.org/opt-in-
out. Archived issues can be found 
at www.arrl.org/club-news 
 

 
 

What is an N1MM logger? 

 
 

 
N1MM Logger is the world's most popular 
ham radio contest logging program. 
 
For CW, phone and digital modes, its 
combination of contest-optimized features is 
unmatched. 
 

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm

-full -install/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www.arrl.org/myarrl-account-management#%21/edit-info-email_subscriptions
https://www.facebook.com/ARRL.org/
https://twitter.com/arrl
https://www.instagram.com/arrlhq
mailto:mwalters@arrl.org
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTAzOA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0NA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0Ng/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTAzNg/index.html
mailto:clubs@arrl.org
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTA0OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTEzMjkxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNDc0NTAyMQ/index.html
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm-full-install/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/downloads/n1mm-full-install/
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The CW Operators' Club 
cwops.org 
 

The CW Operators' Club, commonly known 
as CWops, is an international organization, 
in membership and management, for 
amateur radio operators who enjoy 
communicating using Morse Code. Its 
mission is to foster the use of CW, whether 
for contesting, DXôing, traffic handling, or 
engaging in conversations. 
 

Visit the CWops website to learn more 
about CW Academy and how you can 
sign up for the popular & free on-li ne 
CW training classes. 
 
https://cwops. org/cw -academy/cw-
academy-options/  
 
To become a member of CWops:  
https://cwops.org/membership/  

 
 -----------------------------------------------------  

CWops Announces 2024 Advancing 

the Art of CW Award 

Each year, CWops, an international 

organization that promotes and advances 

Morse code (CW) in amateur radio 

communications, accepts nominations for 

individuals, groups, and organizations for the 

CWops Award for Advancing the Art of CW. 

The award recognizes contributions made 

toward advancing the art or practice of radio 

communications by Morse code. 
  

The Radio Officer's Association (ROA) is the 

recipient of the 2024 CWops Award for 

Advancing the Art of CW. ROA honors and 

preserves the history and accomplishments 

of radio professionals from across the 

Merchant Navy, Coast Station Service, and 

Civil Aeronautical industry. Its membership 

includes nearly 400 former professional 

radio officers, half of whom hold amateur 

ǊŀŘƛƻ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎΦ /²ƻǇǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ wh!Ωǎ 

efforts to preserve CW history through its 

journal, and for activities that span CW 

mentoring, on air nets, and CW-related 

museum displays and related activities. 
  

¢ƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ wh!Ωǎ 

.ƛƭƭ /ǊƻǎǎΣ Dл9[½Σ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

annual meeting in Liverpool, England. It was 

presented by CWops President Stew Rolfe, 

GW0ETF. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://cwops.org/
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/cw-academy-options/
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/cw-academy-options/
https://cwops.org/membership/
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg3OQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg4MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMjIyMjk2JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDU0MDcyNSZsaT0zNjQwMTg3OQ/index.html
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Editor:  From the CWops Reflector with 

credit to all contributors. 

Re: Bay Area museum brings history of radio 

to life | Lifestyle | dailyrepublic.com 

From: Duncan G3WZD / M3F (1979) 

Date: Sun, 05 Jan 2025 06:41:23 EST 

 

I really wish Iôd known about these museums 

when I was ócommutingô to the Bay Area 

(Sunnyvale) at least four times a year from 2008 

to 2012, with other, less frequent visits, in the 

years before and after. The ómust doô visit (until 

they closed, was always the HRO store in 

Sunnyvale, always full of friendly folks in front 

of and behind the counter. Happily, retired now a 

since early 2023, so my frequent business 

travelling days are over so not much chance of 

getting back to CA; there are too many other 

places on my bucket list! 

 73, Duncan, G3WZD / M3F 

 --------------------------------------------------------- 

Subject: Re: [CWops] Bay Area museum 
brings history of radio to life | Lifestyle | 
dailyrepublic.com 
Resent date: Friday, 3 January 2025 at 
20:49  

It is indeed an experience and well worth the 
trip.  The telegraph "clicking away" in a 
corner was sending American Morse when I 
visited.  Alameda is an island, accessible 
through a short auto tunnel, it's not very far 
from the "mainland" next to Oakland 
CA.  There's also a telegraph sounder 
clicking away at the California Railroad 
Museum in Sacramento, a nice day trip from 
the Bay Area.  Last time I was there, it was 
sending what appeared to be train orders 
from the 19th century. 
 

If you've made it to the Bay Area, reserve a 
day to visit the Computer Museum in 
Mountain View, in the depths of Silicon 
Valley.  The artifacts are many and 
fascinating, including a Bendix G-15D, the 
first computer I ever programmed in 1959 at 
Cal Poly Univ, and a replica of Babbage's 
Difference Engine, a computer with a crank. 
 
Be sure to take one of the guided tours they 
offer.  The guides are filled with not only 
descriptions of the displays but also the 
history of the Valley, and the intrigues, 
possible crimes, double crosses, business 
deals, and lesser publicized events involved 
in its growth.  Top it off with a BBQ dinner at 
the Wagon Wheel, a local pub where much 
of that intrigue was hatched in a saturated 
atmosphere of spirits [in bottles]. 

73, Fred ["Skip"] K6DGW - CWops #142 
Sparks NV  DM09dn  Washoe County 

 

 

 

 

The Yankee Clipper Contest Club  is a 
special interest  amateur radio club 

devoted to the pursuit of operating and 

technical exc ellence.  

There are  in excess of 400 contesters 
who are members of the club 

throughout New England, New York, 

and Canada.  

mailto:df@g3wzd.co.uk?subject=Re:%20Bay%20Area%20museum%20brings%20history%20of%20radio%20to%20life%20%7C%20Lifestyle%20%7C%20dailyrepublic.com
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YCCC has members who are some of 
the mos t proficient contest o perators 

in the world.  

Several CARA members  are also 

members  of the YCCC . 

More informatio n about the YCCC at:  
http://www.yccc.org/  

 
--------------------------------------------------  

Editor: From the YCCC Reflector  with cre dit 
to all c ont ributors . 
------------------------------------------ -------  

Power supply for IC -7300  
From: NC1VR -  Vlad  
Date: Wed, 25 Dec 2024 12:58:15 EST  

[Edited Message Follows]  
 
Merry Chris tmas to everyone. I'm looking for 

a low noise power supply for IC -7300 in a 
range of $150 or so. I'm aware, some of 
switching PS generate a high level of noise 

on all bands which is practically not usable. I 
will appreciate to have advise or 
recommendation s which brand of PS is more 

suitable for IC -7300.  
  
73, Vlad NC1VR  

 
  
Re: Power supply for IC -7300  

From: WJ1U -  John  
Date: Wed, 25 Dec 2024 13:07:54 EST  
HRO sold me a Samlex SEC -1235m with the 

FTDX10 I just bought. It seems to be quiet  
in my setup. I imagine a linear supply would 
be better, but I only have a few narrow S0 -1 

noise spots that are likely from other things 
in the house if I had to guess.  
 

  
Re: Power supply for IC -7300  
From: Paul Young  

Date: Wed, 25 Dec 2024 14:06:41 EST  
I wrote an article in the last Scuttlebutt 

about the power supply I'm using, the Mean 
Well  ENP-360 -12.  I'm using a pair in my 
SO2R station.  

 
Paul, K1XM  

  
Re: Power supply for IC -7300  
From: Jack Schuster  

Date: Wed, 25 Dec 2024 14:13:25 EST  
 
I have had good luck with Samlex. No 

switching noise, compact, lightweight . For 
backup I have an Astron that weighs 4x as 
much,  but I ôve never needed it,  Jack 

W1WEF 
  
Re: Power supply for IC -7300  

From: NC1VR -  Vlad  
Date: Wed, 25 Dec 2024 21:42:29 EST  
Thanks to all, I got a lot of valuable info. 

Perhaps I'll go with Mean Well, low RFI and 
plenty of positive reviews.  
  

73, Vlad, NC1VR  
 

Re: Power supply for IC -7300  
From: Nick Maslon -  K1NZ  
Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2024 07:47:29 ES T 

I brought this along with me on my recent 
DX-pedition  to YJ and it worked FB with my 
7300.  

https://powerwerx.com/ss30dv -desktop -dc-
power -supply -powerpole  
  

73,  
Nick K1NZ  
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.yccc.org/
https://powerwerx.com/ss30dv-desktop-dc-power-supply-powerpole
https://powerwerx.com/ss30dv-desktop-dc-power-supply-powerpole
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Win Link  2M CT Packet  Gateways - Submitted by W1QK:  

CALL       COUNTY      LOC./FREQUENCY  GRID REGION  EMG.POWER 

W1SP-1 TOLLCT Tolland 145.65 FN31UV 3 Y 

W1SP-2 WINDCT Brooklyn 145.61 FN41AT 4 Y 

W1SP-3 NLONCT Ledyard 145.63 FN31XK 4 Y 

        W1SP-4 HARTCT Avon          145.69          FN31OT 3 Y 

W1SP-5 MIDDCT Haddam 145.69 FN31RK 2 Y 

W1SP-6 LITCCT Litchfield 145.65 FN31JR 5 Y 

W1SP-7 NHAVCT Oxford 145.63 FN31JK 5 Y 

W1SP-8 FAIRCT Bridgeport 145.69 FN31JE 1 Y 

       KX1EOC      Fairfield       Danbury EOC 145.63           5        Y  

W8ZY  Litchfield W8ZY QTH   145.610  FN31   

 

Source:  https://ctares.org/data-comms-winlink-packet/ 

 

The W8ZY-10 gateway is back up in New Milford on 145.610.  

It is set up for 1200 baud packet and VARA. 

 Please give it a try if you can and let me know how it works. 

 Mike Walters W8ZY <w8zy@hotmail.com> 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

CARA Proposed 2025 Budget: 

 
 

 

https://ctares.org/data-comms-winlink-packet/
file:///C:/Users/Dan/Documents/CARA%20Capers%20Design%20&%20Archives/2024/w8zy@hotmail.com


24 

 

Proposed General License class 
From:w1jgm@w1qi.org 

To:caraw1qi@groups.io 

Cc:John Morelli 

Tue, Dec 31, 2024 at 3:54 PM 

 

Good Day and Happy New Year to all; 

 

As we have been planning for and discussing for the past several months January is here, and we 

would like to start the General License class. 

 

As this is a more in-depth class than the Tech class,  a good portion of the class will be required to 

be in-person. We will meet at the Ball Pond Fire Station in New Fairfield for the in-person classes 

and on MS Teams for the virtual classes.  

 

The class dates are being set and I would like to confirm the attendees for the class. 

 

Please reply to W1JGM@W1QI.org with confirmation that you will attend.  

If you have not already received a General License study guide and taking the class please let me 

know. 

 

I would like to start the class in two weeks on line And finish mid-March doing one session a week. 

My availability is somewhat limited during the week and may require alternating between 

weeknights and weekends. I would like to do the in-person sessions on Saturday if possible and the 

on-line during the week. 

 

As the CARA club is sponsoring the class there is no cost at this time for the class or study 

materials. 

 

 

CH1                     Intro/Pre-Read b4 first session 

Ch 2                     Procedures and Practices                         Virtual                 One 

Session                     

Ch3                      Rules and Regs                                             Virtual                 One 

Session                     

CH4                     Components and Circuits                         In Person            Three Sessions                

CH5                     Radio Signals and EQ                                 In Person            Two 

Sessions                   

Ch6                      Digital Modes                                                 Virtual                 One 

Session                     

Ch7                      Antennas                                                        In Person            One 

Session                     

Ch8                      Propagation                                                    Vir tual                 One 

Session                     

Ch9                      Electrical and RF Safety                             Virtual                 One 

Session                     

Ch10                    Review Questions                                        In Person            One Session        

file:///C:/Users/Dan/Documents/CARA%20Capers%20Design%20&%20Archives/2025/W1JGM@W1QI.org 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&oq=why+you+sh

ould+upgrade+to+general+class&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l5j33i671.13664j0j7&sourceid=chrome

&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b892c9c1,vid:9dffOikvU-I,st:0 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&oq=why+you+sh

ould+upgrade+to+general+class&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l5j33i671.13664j0j7&sourceid=chrome

&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:2587308a,vid:J4RmU-tBDvo,st:0 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Member and Station News:  
Your news or story could be included here in the next issue of CARA Capers. Contact W1QK, Capers editor. 

Just snap pix of your station, antennas, mobile installation, etc. and send it to 
w1qk@snet.net    Your Capers Editor welcomes and encourages member input 

 

CARA December 19 Holiday Dinner 
Photos: W1JGM 

 

 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&oq=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l5j33i671.13664j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b892c9c1,vid:9dffOikvU-I,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&oq=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l5j33i671.13664j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b892c9c1,vid:9dffOikvU-I,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&oq=why+you+should+upgrade+to+general+class&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l5j33i671.13664j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:b892c9c1,vid:9dffOikvU-I,st:0
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Photos: Harlan Ford ï W1QH     Text:  John Morelli ï W1JGM 

Layout and editing: Dan Fegley - W1QK   
 

On November 14th, the Connecticut National Guard Communications Division and the Candlewood 

Amateur Radio Association ς CARA,  met at the Litchfield County Fire Training School in Torrington 

CT for an onsite interoperability demonstration of the capabilities of the two organizations.  

The event was organized by Sergeant Jason De Sousa of the Connecticut National Guard and John 

Morelli -  W1JGM,  CARA Vice- President, as an ongoing training program and interoperability 

exercise. CARA members set up two POTA - style portable stations demonstrating Digital, CW, and 

single side band communications (SSB) on the amateur radio bands. 

 

 

Members of the National Guard witnessed CARA Amateurs operate their portable Amateur band 

equipment - making radio contacts both locally, nationally and internationally, on various bands 

and modes. They were impressed with the speed of deployment of the Amateur systems and being 

completely self-contained and  battery powered. 
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The Amateur antennas consisted of a 20m set of Hamsticks arranged as a horizontal dipole on a 25-

foot telescoping fiberglass push-up mast, and an end-fed multiband wire antenna set up as an 

ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ά± ά - also on a 25 foot push-up mast. Both stations used an Icom 7300 transceiver with 

power supplied from portable LiPo battery packs.  

 

Portable telescoping fiberglass masts for Amateur Band antenna support 

 

John ς W1JMA operating 20M FT8 POTA (Parks on the Air) Style 
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Laptop using WSJT FT8 software program  

 

End-fed wire antenna supported by  25 Ft. portable telescoping fiberglass mast 

 

John ς W1JGM operating 20M SSB POTA (Parks on the Air) Style 
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20M (14 MHz.)  Ham-stick dipole on 25 Ft. portable telescoping fiberglass mast 

After our demonstration, we moved outside to the National Guard communications vehicle, where 

members of the Army and Air Force Guard communications team demonstrated their equipment.  

 

CT National Guard communications vehicle 
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Pneumatic mast with video surveillance camera 

Members of the Guard identified and demonstrated some of the capabilities of the 

communications vehicle. They included various specialized monitoring and surveillance equipment. 

The completely self-contained vehicle has facilities for Guardsmen to monitor frequencies from low 

HF bands to satellite communications - along with some other very specialized monitoring 

equipment. 
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CT National Guard Unified Command Suite communications vehicle specifications 

 

Communications vehicle with exterior door & equipment access panels 
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Interior equipment racks 
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Interior equipment rack with pneumatic mast and satellite receiver controls 

 

Interior rack with antenna jumper bulkhead panel 
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Interior rack with HF/VHF/UHF radios 
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CT National Guard Communications Vehicle radios 

The Guard had been having issues operating their HF capabilities and issues with the vertical 

antenna system. As always, we offered to assist. Working with the Guard, we helped set up their 

26-foot vertical antenna in the parking lot.  
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National Guard portable HF vertical antenna system 
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John ς W1JGM assisting with assembly of the portable HF vertical antenna system 
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The Guard mentioned they thought the issue might be damaged sections of the antenna. CARA 

members, John Morelli - W1JGM, and John Ahle - W1JMA, checked each section of the antenna for 

continuity and found no issue. 

               

 

External HF vertical antenna base with built-in matching system 
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Side access panel and doorl for external vertical HF antenna system connections. 
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After evaluating and reviewing the system that included an on-board automatic tuner,  Harlan - 

W1QH, mentioned that there seemed to be no power cable and that the automatic tuner would 

require a means of injecting power into the single coax feedline. Further investigation revealed 

that indeed, there wasnΩǘ DC power supplied to the external  antenna tuner via the coax. The 

National Guard rechecked their equipment setup and found that the power injector was not 

energized. After energizing the power injector, the automatic tuner was now operating, and strong 

signals were being received on the HF radio and the SWR was now  acceptable; allowing 

communications.  

 

John ς W1JMA connecting external portable HF vertical antenna system feedline 



43 

 

 

Assembled & deployed National Guard portable vertical HF antenna system 

 

Sandbags  for external portable HF vertical antenna system stability 
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Because the Motorola wideband radio is manually programmed throughout the HF range, John 

Ahle- W1JMA programmed the radio in the Amateur Radio Band and made several contacts.  

 

John ς W1JMA testing CT National Guard radio operating on the 

 20M (14 MHz.) Amateur Band with external National Guard portable vertical antenna 

 

 


