Faithfulness is Key
Message #10 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
Study Guide October 18, 2026
Prayer Verse: 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 
Introduction: The message is for pastors and church leaders.
1. Proper Perspective on Leadership. (4:1)
a. Regarded as Servants of Christ.
b. Regarded as Stewards of the Mysteries of God.
c. Application: We all are servants and stewards of what God has entrusted to us.
2. Primary Priority is Faithfulness. (4:2)
a. Faithfulness in leadership is the key.
b. Faithfulness to preach, teach, be an example of God’s principle. (1 Tim. 4:12-13)
c. Faithfulness over results or recognition.
d. Application: We all must focus on our faithfulness to God. 
3. God is the Judge. (4:3-4)
a. Paul was unconcerned what people or a court thought of him. “Very small thing.”
b. Paul didn’t judge himself.
c. He wasn’t acquitted. 
d. God is the judge. Leaders held to a higher standard. (James 3:1)
e. Application: Don’t worry about what others think. Be concerned about what God thinks and pray for God’s insight into your heart and hidden agenda.
4. We are not the Judge. (4:5)
a. God is the final judge.
b. Application: Avoid judging, speculation and jumping to conclusions.
Conclusion: 
1. Faithfulness to God is the only thing that really matters. 
2. Be concerned about what God thinks and not what others think.
3. Be slow to judge the motives and actions of others because in the end God is the judge.
