Chariots of Fire
2 Kings 6:1-23 Message #16 May 3, 2026
The Story
1. Elisha caused the borrowed ax head to float.
2. Elisha reveals the plans of the king of Syria to the King of Israel providing multiple escapes. 
3. The King of Syria finds out Elisha is the “leak” and goes to Dothan to capture him.
4. As the army of Syria surrounds Dothan Elisha’s new assistant is afraid of the army.
5. Elisha says: “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Elisha prays and the Lord opens the eyes of his servant. (Not Gehazi) 
6. Elisha prays that the army of Syria would be blinded.
7. Elisha tells the army that Dothan isn’t the city where the man they are looking for is and that he will lead them to the proper city.
8. He leads them to Samaria and then their eyes are opened and they are surrounded.
9. The King of Israel asks if he should kill them (twice), but Elisha says no, but rather provide them water and a feast and then send them away.
10. He did so and the Syrians never caused Israel a problem again. A strange plan of deliverance.
We have three enemies at work against us. 
· The World (__________ enemy) Culture, popular opinion, media; emphasizing things contrary to God’s way. 
· The Flesh (____________ enemy) Our flesh has desires that can be used for evil. 
· The Devil (______________enemy)"a real, personal enemy, a fallen angel, Father of Lies."
The Devil:
1. Angel of light: (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)
2. His origin: One of three angels before the fall: Micheal, Gabriel, Lucifer. (Isaiah 14:12)
3. Sin was found in him, and he was cast out of heaven. (Ezekiel 28:13ff.)
4. First appears in the garden of Eden. (Genesis 3:14-15) 
5. He is the prince of this world, god of this age, temporary/limited power  (2 Corinthians 4:4)
6. He is a divider and destroyer. 
7. He is a liar and murder. (John 8:44)
8. He cannot do as he pleases. He must have permission to attack us. Job the ultimate example.
9. He goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:8-9)
10. Destined for destruction. (Matthew 25:41)
11. He has already been defeated.
The Tools for the Battle:
1. Resist the Devil: the combination of __________and _____________: (James 4:6-11)
2. Deal with _____________: (Ephesians 4:26-27)
3. God’s Sustaining ____________________: (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)
4. Put on the ________________________ of God: (Ephesians 6:10-18)

Supporting Scripture
12 And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds. (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. (1 Peter 5:8-9)
6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. (James 4:6-11)

26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. (Ephesians 4:26-27)

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. (Ephesians 6:10-18)




