Elijah’s Legacy
2 Kings 1:1-18; 2 Kings 2:1-16 Message #7

The Story of Ahaziah’s Death:
· Moab rebels against Israel. (1:1) When Ahab died his two sons were not near as powerful.
· Moab was one of Lot’s sons through the incestuous relationship with his daughter.
· Ruth was a Moabite.
· During the time of the Judges, they oppressed Israel until Ehud delivered them.
· King Omri subjected Moab to servitude. (20-30 years) Omri was the father of Ahab.
· Ahaziah falls through the lattice and lays sick. A bit of a klutz. 
· He sends messengers to consult Baal-zebub god of Ekron. 
· Ekron was a part the Philistines.
· Located just south of Samaria.
· God sends Elijah to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria with a message of death.
· Ahaziah asks for a description and realizes it is Elijah.
· He sends a captain and 50 men to seize Elijah.
· The first two end up being destroyed by fire.
· The third is wise enough to humble himself and is spared.
· Ahaziah is judged because he sought advice from a false god and dies after only being king for a year.
· Jehoram, second son of Ahab becomes king because Ahaziah has no sons. Same name as the king of Judah.
Elijah Taken to Heaven:
· Elijah and Elisha are coming from Gilgal.
· Three times Elijah instructs Elisha to stay behind: Elisha refuses each time.
· First while Elijah heads to Bethel.
· Second when Elijah heads to Jericho
· Third when Elijah heads to the Jordan River
· 50 “sons of the prophets” (seminary students) at Jericho ask if Elisha knows that Elijah is about to be taken from him. He says he does and for them to be quiet. 
· Elijah takes his cloak and strikes the Jordan River and it parts. (reminds of Joshua)
· Elijah asks what he could do for Elisha.
· Elisha responds that he would like a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. 
· Elijah responds that if Elisha sees Elijah taken from him, he will receive a double portion.
· Elijah is taken up in a whirlwind and Elisha does receive that double portion. 
Elijah’s Legacy in the New Testament:
· Elijah was one of two people who never saw death in the Bible. The other?
· Malachi prophesies that Elijah will come. (Malachi 4:5-6)
· John the Baptist and Elijah. (John 1:18-22)
· Elijah and Moses were at the transfiguration of Jesus: (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36)
· Some suggest Elijah was one of the two witnesses in Revelation 11.

Lesson: God is the potter we are the clay. Romans 9:20-21



