Chariots of Fire
Part 1: Our Adversary—The Devil May 3, 2026

Chariots of Fire
Part 2 Equipped for the Battle—God given tools May 17, 2026

1. Resist the Devil: the combination of ___________ and ____________: 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. (James 4:6-11)
a. James begins with the call to be humble.
b. Then the call to submit to God.
c. Then the call to resist the devil.
d. Then the call to draw near to God with the promise to that he will draw near to us.
e. The call to cleanse our hands (actions) and purify our hearts (attitude, inner sin)
f.  Double minded…having a double focus.
g. The call to weep over sin.
h. The call to humble and let the Lord exalt us.
2. Deal with ___________________. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. (Ephesians 4:26-27)
a. Anger is a normal, proper and legitimate but volatile emotion.
b. Place that bitterness has in demonic control or influence.
c. Forgiveness doesn’t mean friendship.
3. God’s Sustaining ____________________: 7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)
a. Paul’s thorn in the flesh was sent to harass him to keep him humble. A result of the spectacular experience he had being brought up to the third heaven. 
b. Paul’s thorn in the flesh was not specified. Some believe it had to do with his eyes.
c. God didn’t remove it but gave grace to deal with it, proving God’s strength.
d. Paul was content in weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
e. When Satan attacks us, God doesn’t always relieve it, but he does provide us grace. 


4. Put on the ___________________________of God: 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. (Ephesians 6:10-18)
a. Pau’s call for action: we are not passive in the battle.
i. Be strong
ii. Put on the whole armor
iii. Stand firm
b. Paul’s reason: we are in a spiritual battle.
c. The Armor
i. Belt of truth: truth is the belt that holds everything together: Biblical truth and all truth.
ii. Breastplate of Righteousness: righteousness protects our heart.
iii. Shoes of the gospel: The good news protects us as we move in the battle. They are the safety shoes.
iv. The Shield of faith: Faith protects us from the darts of the evil one he throws at us to defeat and discourage us. Things like “you’re no good, God doesn’t love you…”
v. The Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. This is the only offensive weapon in our arsenal. If you look at the temptation of Jesus, he quoted the OT (Deuteronomy) even when Satan used the scripture in his attack. We MUST know our Bible to be able to use it. No matter our level of knowledge we can fight the devil.
d. The final ingredient in our arsenal is Prayer—praying at all times: an attitude of prayer.

Conclusion: we are in a spiritual battle, but we have been equipped to be victorious.





