Called
1 Corinthians 1:1-3 Message #1 July 12, 2026
INTRODUCTON: Corinth a church affected by culture
Body:
1. Called to be Holy.
a. Sanctified—set apart to be holy.
b. Peter quotes Leviticus 19:2 “be holy for I am holy.”
c. Multiple times the phrase: “holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” (Revelation 4:8)
d. Progressive Christianity teaches that God loves you and it doesn’t matter what you do.
e. Biblical Christianity teaches that God loves you and wants you to turn from your sin. 
i. The woman at the well. John 4
ii. The woman taken in adultery. John 8
f. To teach God’s love without the call to holiness is not love.
2. Called to be Saints—election work of God.
a. Called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 1:3-10)
b. God wants all to come to him.  (2 Peter 3:8-9)
c. God loves the world (John 3:16-17)
d. So, in the Calvinism vs. Arminianism debate, who is correct? God’s sovereignty in salvation vs. man’s free will.  Many believers arrive at some sort of mixture of the two views. Both systems fail in that they attempt to explain the unexplainable. Yes, God is sovereign and is in control. Yes, human beings are called to exercise free will and make a genuine decision to place faith in Christ unto salvation. These two facts seem contradictory to us, but in the mind of God they make perfect sense. (gotquestions.org—edited by Paul Klemetsen)

3. Community of believers who call on the name of the Lord. 
a. “All in every place.” Multiple places where people call on the name of the Lord.
b. A church is a community. Not a building, not a denomination, not a bureaucracy.
c. A church must be at least two people. (Matthew 18:20)
Conclusion: We have been called for a purpose:

Next Week: God’s Spiritual Blessing (1 Corinthians 1:4-9)

