Elijah/Elisha Series: An Introduction.
Message #1 January 11, 2026

Introduction:
1. History of Israel
a. The Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
b. Joseph sold into Egypt.
c. Israel in Egypt 430 years
d. Moses delivers them.
e. 40 years wandering in the desert due to disobedience.
f. Joshua leads the people into the promise land.
g. The period of the Judges: cycle of rebellion, bondage, deliverance by various judges.
h. Samuel is the last of the judges and he anoints Saul the first King.
i. Saul disobeys God and the kingdom is given to the house of David.
j. Solomon turns from God, and the kingdom is divided: Israel and Judah
k. Judah is ruled by the offspring of King David.
l. Israel is ruled by multiple dynasties due to coups and political upheaval.
m. First king of Israel is Jeroboam who turned the people’s heart from God.
n. 1 and 2 Kings records the history of both kingdoms.
o. 1 and 2 Chronicles records the history primarily of Judah with some references to Israel.
p. Ahab is a king from Israel who is mentioned in 2 Chronicles 18.
2. The false god Baal.
a. Baal was revered as the god of rain, storms, lightning, fertility, and agriculture—essential forces in a region dependent on seasonal rains for survival. 
b. First mentioned in Numbers 25 during the wilderness wanderings when the Israelites committed sexual immorality with the people of Moab. Around 600 years of influence.
c. The Israelites combined the worship of Baal and Jehovah.
d. Ahab had two sons succeed him on the throne: Ahaziah short reign, Jehoram.
e. Jehu bloody coup destroys Baal.
3. The Characters (approximate dates: 875-795 BC): Elijah-30 Years; Elisha-50 Years 

Ahab Begins His Reign over Israel. (1 Kings 16:29-33)
29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri began to reign over Israel, and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. 30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all who were before him. 31 And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took for his wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians and went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32 He erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him. 34 In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn and set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the Lord, which he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.
· Omri overthrew Zimri (He ruled for 7 days), who had overthrown Elah. Political upheaval.
· Ahab was Omri’s son. 
· Omri established Samaria as the capitol. 
· He bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer. 
· Samaria becomes synonymous with Israel.
· Samaritans get their name. They were Jew/Gentile because of the Assyrians invasion of Israel who brought non-Jews into the land, and they intermarried the Jews.
· He was more than all who had come before him. He promoted idolatry in direct defiance of God.
· Sins of Jeroboam: 
· Jeroboam was chosen by God to lead the nation of Israel after Solomon.
· He had a great start but because he feared the people would return to Jerusalem to worship and his nation would be taken from him, he established an altar of golden calves in Dan and instituted idolatry that continued until Israel was taken into captivity.
· Jezebel 
· The Sidonians part of the pagan peoples of the land: Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, Jebusites, Mosquitobites.) were the people of ancient Sidon, a major Phoenician port city in modern Lebanon, known for trade, craftsmanship (like purple dye), and idolatry. 
· Worshipper of Baal and Ashtoreth/Asherah—goddess of love, fertility and war. Paired with Baal.
· Ahab made a Asherah which was a pole where Ashtoreth was worshipped.
· God commanded Israel to destroy the Canaanites because of their wicked practices.
· Hiel’s judgment against his son fulfills the prophecy of Joshua:  “At that time Joshua made this solemn declaration: “The man who attempts to rebuild this city of Jericho will stand condemned before the Lord. He will lose his firstborn son when he lays its foundations and his youngest son when he erects its gates!” (Joshua 6:26)
Elijah Appears with an Ominous Prediction (1 Kings 17:1-7) 
1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 2 And the word of the Lord came to him: 3 “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan.6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7 And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.
· Elijah appears out of nowhere. 
· Tishbe: Various views as to its location: East of the Jordan river south of Galilee or North of the Sea of Galilee. 
· He announces to Ahab that there is going to be a drought that will last for years.
· God tells him to depart to the brook Cherith, and the ravens would feed him there. 
· Brook Cherith: East of the Jordon in a remote region of the wilderness.
· Elijah was fed by the ravens.




