Seder—Passover Meal
March 29, 2026
Introduction: Source Material: YouTube: search “Jews for Jesus Christ in the Passover.” (40:49 version)
1. Why are we celebrating this? To understand the significance of the holy week: Palm Sunday through the Resurrection.
2. A celebration of God’s deliverance from Egypt as instructed in Exodus 12:5-8,11-15
The Order
First Cup: Kiddush—Cup of Blessing
The Elements on the Plate
· Karpas (Green Vegetable-Parsley): Karpas symbolizes life, spring and the season's harvest. It also represents the flourishing of the Israelites when they first arrived in Egypt before they were enslaved. 
· Salt Water: A bowl of salt water is placed near the seder plate to represent the tears of the enslaved Jewish people. The karpas is dipped into the salt water and eaten during the meal.
· Maror and Chazeret (Bitter Herbs-Horse Radish): Two bitter herbs—maror and hazeret—are used on the Seder plate to represent the bitterness of slavery. An Onion is also included as a reminder of bitter herbs. The one who dips in this dish is the one who betrays Jesus. (Matthew 26:20-26)
· Charoset is a medley of apples, walnuts, and raisins that's sweetened with honey, and spices. The spread represents the mortar that enslaved Jews used to build pyramids. Even in bitterness is sweetness. 
· Beitzah-Chagigah (Egg) is a hard-boiled egg placed on the plate to symbolize that there are no more sacrifices being made in Jerusalem because the Temple was destroyed by Titus in 70 AD. We dip in the salt water; we mourn the fact that there is no sacrifice any longer.
· Zeroah (Shank Bone) Before the Jewish people left Egypt, a lamb was offered as a paschal or Passover sacrifice, which, during the Seder, is represented by a shank bone, this is one item on the plate that's not eaten. It reminds us of the sacrifice of Jesus. 
Second Cup: Maggid—cup of plagues: water to blood; frogs; gnats; flies; livestock plague; boils; hail; locusts; darkness; death of firstborn.
The Bread
Matzo: Three pieces of matzo (unleavened bread) are also wrapped in a cloth and placed near the seder plate to represent the bread that was unable to rise when the Jewish people fled Egypt. The bread is unleavened, pierced and striped. (See Isaiah 53:4-6)
Why three pieces? Unity of the Patriarchs, Unity of Worship, Unity of the Triune God.
The middle piece is hidden for the children to find. Jesus was buried and then rose from the dead. 
It is this second piece of bread that Jesus breaks and instructs the disciples to “take eat, this is my body.”
Third Cup: Birkat Hamazon—cup of redemption; covenant; prayer of blessing. The cup Jesus took. Jesus said “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  And likewise, the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:19-20 ESV) see also Jeremiah 31:31-34
Fourth Hallel: the cup of praise. a hymn from the Psalms 113-118 which are Psalms of Praise. And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. (Matthew 26:30)
Fifth Elijah’s cup. A separate cup for Elijah who they wish will come preparing the way for the Messiah. John the Baptizer said: The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
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