Naboth's Vineyard
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THE STORY:
· Ahab Desires Naboth’s Vineyard (21:1-4)
· He offers to pay market price or give Naboth a better vineyard. 
· The land was important to keep in the family as instructed in the Mosaic law.
· Vineyards take years to develop.
· Naboth refuses—Ahab pouts.
· Jezebel Intervenes. (21:5-16)
· She is like a domineering mother with a spoiled brat son.
· She concocts a plan involving complicit religious leaders of the city.
· She instructs them to declare a fast with Naboth at the head of the people and then two worthless men bring false accusations. I can’t help but see on occasion the involvement of religion in evil.
· Naboth is stoned to death.
· Ahab takes possession of the vineyard.
· The Lord Judges Ahab and Jezebel (21:17-24)
· Ahab Repents (21:25-29)
LESSONS FROM THE STORY.
· Danger of covetousness and greed.
· Corrupting nature of power.
· Importance of integrity, stewardship, contentment, and obedience to God.
· God avenges evil.
· Genuine repentance brings mercy.
Ahab’s Demise 1 Kings 22
· Ahab summons Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to help him in his war with Syria.
· Jehoshaphat requests they ask for wisdom from God.
· Ahab has 400 prophets who come and tell him to go and there will be victory.
· Jehoshaphat is skeptical and asks for a true prophet.
· Miciah is called and the 400 hundred advise him to agree with them, but he says he must give the answer God wants him to.
· Ahab doesn’t like Miciah and tells Jehoshaphat that Miciah never gives him a good answer.
· At first Miciah sarcastically agrees with the prophecy of the 400 and is called out by Ahab.
· Miciah then prophesies doom for Ahab.
· Ahab locks up Miciah and goes off to war, but he disguises himself as a common soldier.
· The King of Syria instructs his men to look only for Ahab. They come up on Jehoshaphat and spare him when they realize he is not Ahab.
· A soldier draws his bow and randomly shoots an arrow and strikes Ahab.
· He is rushed home where he dies and when they are cleaning his chariot the blood flows onto the street where the dogs lick it up. 
Jezebel’s Demise 2 Kings 9:30-37
· Ten years later after Ahab’s two sons have reigned over Israel, Jehu becomes king.
· Jehu comes into Samaria and Jezebel is looking out a window and calls him out for killing Ahab.
· Jehu asks if there anyone loyal to him.
· There are eunuchs who grab Jezebel and throw her out the window where she is trampled by horses.
· After eating some lunch Jehu instructs his people to go and bury Jezebel. 35 So they went to bury her, but they found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36 Therefore they came back and told him. And he said, “This is the word of the Lord, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; 37 and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as refuse on the surface of the field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, “Here lies Jezebel. (2 Kings 9:35-37)
· God judged both Ahab and Jezebel for their wickedness.

