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SAVE THE DATE AUGUST 12, 2023 FOR THE 45TH ANNUAL BELL-RANSOM FAMILY REUNION 
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Sharing Family News 

“Make the best use of what 

is in your power, and take 

the rest as it happens.” 

 Epictetus 

Featured artists included Ron Beckman, 

Yulonda Pierce, Ermagene Ross and Allen 

Webb at the Halifax County Arts Council Sip 

and See Black History Month Celebration 

Art Show February 27, 2023 at The Gallery 

in Roanoke Rapids.  

Margaret Hawkins 

is shown at Wel-

don High School 

on February 10 

with Ambassador 

Gentry Smith who 

was speaking at a 

Black History pro-

gram sponsored by 

the local Omega 

Psi Phi Fraternity.   

Evelyn Sweatt 
Dawson has 
completed 
her most re-
cent "Labor of 
Love" and 
would like for 
you to help 
launch this 
milestone in 
her life by 
attending the 
kickoff cele-
bration of her 
book "Folksy 
Folks".    

This autobiography by Evelyn Sweatt Dawson 
is a masterpiece in common sense. Told 
through a series of remarkable poems about 
people she has known in her life, this page-
turner will help you recall and appreciate the 
influence of everyday people in your own 
life. With the emphasis on family, friends, 
and community, these “folksy folks” will pro-
vide you with a guide to live by. Their experi-
ences will cause you to laugh, smile, cry, and 
sing as you see how their lives mirror your 
own. The struggles of life are real but the 
resolve, determination, and potential within 
us is greater. These folks provide you with 
the basic building blocks to live a more joy-
ful, peaceful, grateful and fulfilling life. Pre-
pare to be transfixed and transformed.  
No cost to attend.  Casual attire.  Books avail-
able for purchase onsite for $16.04 each, 
taxes included.  Cash only.  Please bring cor-
rect change.   

“Each moment of the 

year has its own beauty.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The North Carolina Museum of History held 

a viewing of the documentary Unlocking the 

Doors of Opportunity The Rosenwald 

Schools of North Carolina on February 16. 

Leanna Bell Pittman was a teacher and prin-

cipal of Allen Grove Rosenwald School in 

Halifax which was built by Cary Pittman, Sr. 



Crystal Belfield attended Alpha Kappa Alpha Inc. Founders Day at Greenville Convention Center the Weekend of February 11. 

Illustrator James 

Ransome participat-

ed in the African 

American Book Fair in 

Philadelphia February 

11. 

Aric and Taylor 

Gardner cele-

brated the 

100th Day of 

School at their 

Fairfax County 

Virginia school 

costumed as 

they might look 

at 100 years of 

age. 

Joni Campanella Roan attended the Negro 

League’s Baseball traveling exhibit “Barrier Break-

ers From Jackie to Pumpie” chronicling the history 

of the Negro League. Mayor Karen Bass, Dodger 

manager Dave Roberts and Robinson’s niece were 

in attendance. Visit the Negro League Baseball 

Museum Website to view. 

David and Florine Bell celebrated their 60th 

wedding anniversary from January 26th to 

February 6th, touring Historic Savannah, GA, 

Historic South Beach, Miami, FL, the Virgin 

Islands of St. Croix, St. Maarten, San Juan, 

Puerto Rica, Dominion Republic, and La-

badee, Haiti. The couple says they had a 

marvelous time enjoying the sights, and 

each other's embrace, thanking God for His 

grace, incredible blessings, family, and for 

the decades He has allowed them to be to-

gether.   

David and Florine reside in Roanoke Rapids. 

They are both active in their church and 

community. 



MARCH 

2 Rev. Quincy Hawkins Jr. 

10 Ralph Bell Jr. 

11 Cary Joseph Bell 

12 Tala Gardner 

15 Earl Epps 

15 Abdul Rasheed 

19 Beatrice Gardner 

22 Michaela Bell 

27 Clarence Bell 

30 Yvonne B. Lewis 

30 Viola Boone 

31 Hazel Bell 

 

APRIL 

4 Jason Rosser 

9 Jeanette B. Richardson 

10 Bettye Powell 

11Clarence Bell, Jr. 

12 Allen Owen 

14 Christopher Rosa 

25 Noah Rosser 

26 Ernestine Belfield 

27 Anthony Cheek 

29 Sandra B. Rosser 

And to all others celebrating a 

March/

April 

birthday. 

Keep the sick and shut-in and those suffering in any 

way in your thoughts and prayers. Among those re-

ported are: Geraldine Clark, Viola Boone, Mary 

Boone and Maxine Hill.  

 

 

 

 

Stay Well. Stay Safe. 

Deepest sympathy is extended to all who have suffered the  death of a loved one since 

the publication of our February newsletter. Those reported include: 

 

Mr. Andre Gay, Sr.  of Greenbelt Md., husband of Margo Hill Gay and son-in-law of Maxine Bell Hill 

Mrs. Helen Coleman Washington of Garysburg former owner of Coleman Funeral Home and friend 

Mrs. Pattie Sneed Bunn of Enfield, cousin of the late Quincy Hawkins, Sr. 

“God is our refuge and our strength.” Psalm 46:1 

Stephanie Lockhart  

participated in the 

2023 Las Vegas Rock 

‘n’ Roll Running Series  

5K and the Raiders 5K. 

Stephanie resides in 

Las Vegas. She is the 

daughter of Terry Bell.  

Ava Gardner is a 

Mardi Gras Princess. 

The 3 year older is 

the daughter of Dr. 

Brion Gardner and 

Tala Shahlavi Gard-

ner of Dunn Loring, 

Virginia. 

Mrs. Viola 

Pittman Boone of 

Garysburg turns 

99 years-of-age 

on March 30th. 

She is the  wife of 

the late James 

Boone and is a Bell-Ransom 

Family Reunion Honoree. 

More News to Share 

Women’s History Month Quotes to Note 

“We all have a purpose even if we’re still striving to 

understand what that is.” Angela Bassett 

“There is no limit to what we, as women, can do.” 

Michelle Obama 



From the Scrapbook  Reunion 2003   





Deeply Rooted in Love  

Bell-Ransom Family  

Reunion 

45 

Will YOU be the 

missing piece? 

Complete the 

puzzle at the 

45th Annual 

Bell Ransom 

Family Reunion. 

Reunion Update 

Dear Family, 

We continue a time of celebration with the arri-

val of spring, Women’s History Month and the 

observance of Easter. I have shared with you 

articles about two important women in Bell-

Ransom family history, Sallie Ransom Jordan 

and Leanna Bell Pittman as well as some inter-

esting facts about Easter.  

It is in a spirit of history-making and celebration 

that we begin the planning and countdown to 

the 45th Annual Bell-Ransom Family Reunion.  

In our February newsletter, your input was re-

quested. In accordance with those responses, 

we are planning for a one day reunion event on 

August 12, 2023. A schedule for the day will be 

sent with the registration information.  

In order to not increase our reunion fee, and 

because of increase in vendor charges, the reg-

istration information will be e-mailed. Those 

family members not on the email list will be  

 

 

mailed registration forms. We are asking that 

those who have volunteered time, talent and 

donations in any way, continue to do so. As in 

the past, we will plan for 125 guests and must 

adhere to our registration deadline in order to 

meet our financial obligations. No money will be 

collected on the day of the reunion.  

We are blessed to be able to celebrate a 45th 

Bell-Ransom Family Reunion. We are blessed to 

be able to honor our heritage by continuing a 

legacy of faith, excellence, and service.  You are 

the important piece needed to make the Bell-

Ransom family reunion special. Come! Together, 

we make a family. 

Enjoy the beauty and 

wonder of Spring! 

 

  

  

 

Together, we make a family. 

Sallie Ransom Jordan was 

the sister of Alice Ransom 

Bell and Leanna Bell 

Pittman was the sister of 

Sumner F. Bell, Sr.  


