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?HTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS !.TO.
FOUNDER - ACHARYA. His Divine Grace, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Srvami Prabhupatia.

Hare Krishna Land, Gandhi Gram Road, Juhu, Bombay 400 054. ( ph : 57937J )

Ne]-lorer South India
January 6, 19?6

To

A11 Governing Body Commissj-oners

Re: Exar:ninations for awarding titles of Bhaktishast,ri.,
Bhaktibaibhava, Bhakti-vedanta a.nC tshaktisarvabhouma.
Your response is requested immediately by Srila Prabhupsda.

Dear Prabhus,

Pleerse accept ny moot humble obeisances. Srila Prabl:upada has requested
me to vrrite you in regard to the above.examinaticns wl-:.ich he wishes io in-
stitute. Here in India many persons often criticize our sannyasis and
brahmins as being urreualified due to insufficient knowledge of the scrj.otures.
Factually, the;'e are numerous instances when. our sannyasis and brahmins
have faIlen dorvn often due to insuf ficient r:nderdtanrij"ng of the philosophy.
This should n,:t be a point of criticism nor a reason for faIl Cown, since
Srilra Prabhupada has mercif ulIy made the r,iost essertial scriptu.ies av:lia.bte
to us in his books. The problern is thar not a1l- tire devotees are c.rreful-Iy
studying the booksr the result being a fall oo',,/n or atiea.st unstearlirrs$r

His Divine Grace therefore wishes to institui.e e:<ar:rinations to be given
to all prospective candj.dates fcr sa:inyas and brahnin rlitiation. In :"dclition
he wish.es that ali present ,sann:r"sis and brahnir:.s a.1sc pass the exanination..
Awarding of these tj.tles wi]l- be based u;on the folloving books:

Bhaktishastri - Bhaga-rad Gita I ilec r.ar ci Devotion, Irlecta:: of instructicr:.,,
Ishopanishad, Easy julr,.e;.' To Oiher i:anets, and ail other
srna1l paperbacks, as well- as ArcanpaCdha-bi (a book tc be
compileC by I'iiiai F'rabhu ba.sed on Ilari bha:iti vilas on
Diety worship)

Bhaktibaibnava - Ail ihe above plus the first six cantos ol S:.imad
Bhagavatam

Bhaktivedanta - AI1 the above plus cantos J through 12 of Srimad
Bhagavatam

Bhaktisarvabhourna - A11 the abcve jlLus the eniire Ci:aiianya Cir:-Lian.r.i'ca

Anyone wishing to be iritiate.i as a brathmin v;iIl havg 1e Fass ine Bhakti-
shastri exam a_nd anyofle viishing to taxe .annyas uiill have to pass the
Bhaktibaibhava' examina!ion as i.re11" lhis r;i11 cre,rent our Society fi.on eegrad.irl::
to the leve1 of so rnny othe:'in;t:-tuti"on:;',rhere, in oriier to maintai-n the
Templer itrey accept aI.l thirci elass irren as Lrahnj"na. Any sannJ*asis cr brahmj.ns
alreaCy initiatec.l who fail to pass tne exarns rvil"l be consj-Cereci low cl.ass

'Hare Krishnl, I{are Krishnr,. Krishna Krillina, }{are Hare, !{rire I{irna. iiarc Ranrr. Ranra Iiarna. }iare }iarc.
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or LeES qualified. Anyone wishing t. bfilitiated will sit for exarninationonce a year.at Mayapur. Answers will be'].n essay form and authoritativequotations rvil1 be given a bigger score. Durin$ the exams books r"y roibe consuLted.

Srila Prabhupada wishes to begin
meeting. He requests that you a13- send.
immediately so that everytiring may be

Hoping this meets you in the best

this program at this yearrs Mayapur
your opinions and comments here

pretrred in time.

of health and Krishna Consciousrless.

Tamal Krishna Gosuami
PersonaL -Seeretari,'
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ttl, l(Appro{ehi A ).l,l[ ,t ) ,/' ,__/-
L,t v / ---A. C. Bhap,iveihanta Swami
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Your servant,

Rama. l-lare I{ama, Ilanra Ranra, }{are Hare.
'Harc Krishna, Hare Krishnq Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare
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