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Will
Desiring What Is Real
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“When it arose in His blessed will to create the world in order to bestow goodness upon His
creatures, so that they would recognize His greatness, merit to become a chariot for the
higher realm, and cleave to Him.”

Rabbi Chaim Vital in the name of the Ari, Etz Chaim, Shaar HaKlalim, Chapter 1
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Creation began with will. The Creator’s will to bestow goodness brought creation from potential

into existence.

The created being also lives within the movement of desire: to receive, to become filled, and to

reach the good.
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Man Seeks Happiness
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At the beginning of his journey, man wants to be happy. He wants to feel good, experience

pleasure, succeed, and obtain what he desires.
He believes that fulfilling his desire will bring him bappiness.

He therefore desives wealth, status, honor, pleasure, or success — not only for the thing itself; but
for what be believes it will give him.
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At this stage, man does not yet distinguish between temporary happiness and spiritual
fulfillment. He calls both of them “happiness.”
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Happiness That Is Not Aligned with Truth
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When a person fulfills a desire that is not directed toward the true good, he may experience a
powerful high. But the intensity of the experience does not prove that he has found what be was



seeking.
For a moment, be confuses intensity with truth.
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The pleasure itself may be real. The illusion is the belief that temporary pleasure can fill man’s

true inner lack.
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After the bigh of a drug comes the crash. After boasting may come shame. After the purchase of
an extremely expensive sports car, the excitement fades — and in its place arises a desire for more

people to look, admire, and be impressed.
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The car is not the problem. The problem is expecting it to give a person bis value.

A person thinks be wanted the car, but sometimes he wanted the gaze of others. He thinks he
wanted to boast, but what he truly wanted was to feel valuable.

An external object cannot fill a lack that does not belong to it.
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The Greater the Rise, the Greater the Fall
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Happiness that is not aligned with truth does not build a vessel. It enters as powerful
stimulation, as a _flash of intensity, but the person bas no corresponding vessel capable of holding
it.

The higher the rise, the greater the distance between it and the person’s ordinary state — and the

more powerfully the fall is felt.
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In the language of light and vessel, this is an illumination entering a vessel that is not suited to

hold it. It therefore departs. The vessel remains as it was — and may feel even emptier, because it
tasted the intensity but could not retain it.
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The person then makes another mistake. He believes that he needs more of the same — more

stimulation, more honor, more admiration.

But the problem is not that he received too little. The problem is that his desire was directed
toward the wrong thing.
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Will Is Not the Problem
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Will is the power of life and movement within a person. Without will there is no searching,

work, choice, or ascent.

The question is not whether to desire. The question is what to desire.
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The Rambam does not present the human capacity to will as evil in itself. He warns
against making pleasure the ultimate goal and following physical appetites as though they
were the purpose of life.

Guide for the Perplexed, Part III, Chapter 33
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At the conclusion of the Guide, he distinguishes possessions, bodily strength, and status —
external or partial forms of perfection — from “true human perfection”: apprebending

truth, knowing the Creator, and walking in the ways of kindness, justice, and righteousness.

Guide for the Perplexed, Part I, Chapter 54
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The higher work is neither to eliminate desire nor to fulfill every desire. It is to teach a person to

desire what is real.
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The Image — The Power to Clarify Desire
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Man was created in the image. According to the Rambam, this image is not bodily form or
physical resemblance to the Creator. It is the power of intellectual apprebension — the ability to
recognize, distinguish, and clarify truth.

Guide for the Perplexed, Part I, Chapter 1
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The image is not the will itself. It is the power that enables man to examine bis will and ask:
Is what 1 desive truly good — or does it merely appear good at this moment?
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The Torah Is the Map

19 YN 023N NN Y1 TNn PN YIN L2700 N YIDD DY OTNG

T A

AYNAID NN0IN 777 92) , N2 02077
DHNND IO DN TITD NN DTN N2I0D N9ND NOXD NYIND

Man desires to reach the good, but he does not always know how to identify it. The world offers

him many roads, each promising happiness.
The Torah is the map that reveals the path toward the true good.
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The image is the power to understand the map. Will is the power to walk the path. Choice
determines which path to follow. The Torah shows man where to go.
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A powerful will without a map does not guarantee arrival at the destination. It merely increases
the speed — even when the person is travelling in the wrong direction.
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“Along the path a person desires to travel, be is led.”

Makkor 10b
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Will opens the path. The Torah clarifies whether it is truly the path that should be followed.

79uin? 1937 PN — 1702

Choice — Which Desive Will Rule?
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A person does not choose between desire and no desire. He chooses which desire will rule him.

One desire secks immediate pleasure, while another secks true spiritual fulfillment. One arises

from babit, fear, or appetite, while another emerges from the recognition of truth.

Free choice is the ability to determine which desive will lead all the other powers within us.
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Equivalence of Form — Aligning the Will
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The Creator created through His will to bestow goodness. Man was created with the ability to

recognize that goodness and direct his own will toward it.

In the language of Kabbalah, equivalence of form does not mean that man becomes similar to
the Creator in essence. It means that the direction of human will becomes aligned with the higher

will.
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Just as the Creator’s revealed will is to bestow goodness, man learns to desire goodness, truth,
kindness, justice, and righteousness — not merely the high promised by an imagined good.
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“Make His will your will.”

Pirkei Avot 2:4
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The meaning is not merely to perform His will against our own. The bigher level is to refine our

will until we genuinely desire the good that the Creator desires.
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Spiritual Fulfillment Expands the Vessel
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With spiritual fulfillment aligned with truth, a person does not merely receive a sensation — he

builds a vessel.

Study, choice, action, and the refinement of character expand the vessel. The light that enters does
not merely lift the person for a moment. It settles within him, becomes part of him, and prepares

him to receive the next level.
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The greater the unaligned happiness, the greater the fall that follows it.

The more aligned spiritual fulfillment grows, the more the vessel expands and becomes capable

of receiving additional light.
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This does not mean that the spiritual path contains no descents. But a descent does not erase the
vessel already built. The level acquired remains within the person, and upon it he can build the

next level.
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Will and the Channel
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By way of allusion, the Hebrew words ratzon — will — and tzinor — channel — contain the

same letters.

When will is clarified and directed toward what is real, it becomes a channel joining thought,

speech, and action in one direction.
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The Creator’s will is to bestow goodness. At the beginning of bis journey, man’s will is to become

happy.

Man attempts to attain happiness by fulfilling his desives. But not everything he desires is the
good he is truly secking.
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Happiness that is not aligned with truth lifts man and then drops bim. Spiritual fulfillment
aligned with truth builds the vessel, expands it, and prepares it to receive additional light.
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Will is not the problem. The question is what to desire.

The image gives man the power to recognize truth. The Torah gives him the map. Choice directs
his will. Equivalence of form occurs when man learns to desire the true good — until his will
becomes aligned with the will of the Creator.
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Etz Chaim, Shaar HaKlalim, Chapter 1 — Rabbi Chaim Vital in the name of the Ari
Guide for the Perplexed I:1 — the meaning of tzelem

Guide for the Perplexed I1I:33 — distancing appetites; pleasure is not the purpose of life
Guide for the Perplexed I1I:54 — the four perfections and true human perfection
Makkot 10b — “Along the path a person desires to travel, be is led”

Pirkei Avot 2:4 — “Make His will your will”
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