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The Author, the Book, and the Story
The Secret of Divine Governance
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“And these are the names of the children of Israel
who came to Egypt” - Exodus 1:1
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The book that tells the story of exile and redemption
is called SHEMOT — NAMES
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And this opens a path into the deeper meaning
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AUTHOR — BOOK — STORY — NAME
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HASHEM DOES NOT MERELY KNOW THE STORY
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Before Moses ever stands before Pharaoh, Hashem tells him what is going to occur
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“l know that the king of Egypt will not allow you to go... | will stretch out My hand and
strike Egypt with all My wonders... and afterward he will send you out”
Exodus 3:19-20
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And it is further stated
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“And | will strengthen his heart, and he will not send the people”
Exodus 4:21
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But the point is not merely that Hashem KNOWS the ending
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HASHEM IS THE CREATOR OF THE PROCESS AND THE ONE WHO DIRECTS THE
STORY
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THE PROCESS IS THE STORY
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When an author writes a book, he does not merely know the final line
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He creates the process through which the story unfolds

There is a beginning ﬂ’r?[llj[l v
There is concealment ooy v
There is descent 177 v
There s difficulty Wp W
There is struggle PaND U
There is revelation 193 U7
There is ascent ﬂ:by v
And there is rectification PR v
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If we remove the entire process and retain only the ending — there is no story
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THE PROCESS IS NOT A MALFUNCTION IN THE STORY
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THE PROCESS IS THE STORY
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A BOOK OF NAMES
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Within the Book of SHEMOT — NAMES — we are told
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“l appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as EIl Shaddai, but by My Name Y-H-V-H |
was not known to them”

Exodus 6:3
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This is not merely about knowing the letters of a Name
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It concerns the revelation of a mode of Divine governance
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THE ZOHAR — NAMES, ATTRIBUTES, AND GOVERNANCE
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In the Zohar, Parashat Bo, Volume Il, 42b, it states
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“So that He may be known through His attributes, through each and every attribute”
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And the Zohar continues
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“So that He may be known through each and every attribute, how the world is
governed, through kindness and through judgment”

2i73 707 3M
This is a fundamental principle
nanan — NiTh — NNy
NAMES — ATTRIBUTES — GOVERNANCE
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The Names are not parts within the Creator, Heaven forbid
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Rather, they express modes of revelation and governance as they become known to created
beings
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“SO THAT MY NAME MAY BE DECLARED”
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“But for this purpose | have sustained you: in order to show you My power, and so that
My Name may be declared throughout all the earth”

Exodus 9:16
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Two parts
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“TO SHOW YOU MY POWER” — ACTION
oW — "nY 190 1yn?”
“S0O THAT MY NAME MAY BE DECLARED” — NAME
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ETZ CHAIM — THE PURPOSE OF CREATION
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In Etz Chaim, Gate 1, Branch 1, the purpose of the creation of the worlds is connected with the
revelation of His actions, powers, Names, and appellations — bringing them “into actuality and
action”
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And in Branch 2 it is stated
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“To bring to light the perfection of His actions, His Names, and His appellations”
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This does not mean that Hashem lacks anything, Heaven forbid
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Creation does not complete the Creator
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Rather, from the perspective of created beings, creation is the arena in which His actions and
Names become manifest in actuality

1271
Therefore
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“TO SHOW YOU MY POWER” — HIS ACTIONS
PRinY — Y 990”
“TO DECLARE MY NAME” — HIS NAMES
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THE ACTION REVEALS THE NAME

If there is no constriction — where will oy ﬂ’?;ﬂﬂ DN — %N I°N ON
deliverance be revealed

If there is no exile — where will ﬂ'??fl ﬂb.}ﬂﬂ TN — ﬂﬂ'?.-} ’R ON
redemption be revealed

If there is no judgment — where will o°nm ’IY?;}Ij? 79°X — 17 I°N ON
mercy be revealed

If there is no concealment — where will ’ﬂ’?;}ﬂ ﬂ’?;}lj? TN — D’?VTI °N ON
revelation appear

If there is no breaking — where will NP0 FI’?-.}I]? 9°KX — 72V X OX

rectification be revealed
2@ IR M3 1770 DX I8 DWW "38m KD
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Not because Hashem needs judgment, exile, or brokenness
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Rather, from the perspective of created beings, the operations of Divine governance become
manifest within the story
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THE ACTION REVEALS THE GOVERNANCE
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AND THE GOVERNANCE REVEALS THE NAME
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MOSES SEES THE STORY FROM WITHIN
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Moses reaches Pharaoh
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And instead of the situation improving — it becomes worse
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“Let the labor be made heavier upon the men”
Exodus 5:9
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And Moses asks
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“Why have You brought harm upon this people? Why did You send me?”
Exodus 5:22
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Moses sees the story FROM WITHIN THE STORY
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He sees the chapter in which he is living
PRI N3 1991
And therefore he asks
T
“WHY?”
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THE AUTHOR IS BEYOND THE LIMITATIONS OF TIME
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A character in a book lives within the story

It has a yesterday 2inny A7 v
It has a today iy FI? {17
And it has a tomorrow R AP W
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It cannot live chapter ten while it is still in chapter three
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But the Author is not a character in the book

1217 DX X712 DY
HASHEM CREATED TIME
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THEREFORE TIME DOES NOT LIMIT HIM
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Within the story, events occur one after another
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But within the complete book all of the chapters are present
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This is only a metaphor
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WHAT BECOMES REVEALED TO US AS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE DOES NOT
LIMIT THE CREATOR OF TIME
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OLAM — TIME, SPACE, AND CONCEALMENT
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The created being lives within boundaries
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SPACE — TIME — BODY — PERCEPTION
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We see from here and not from there
0 N XY W3y 07 N
We live now and not tomorrow
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We see a page — not the entire book
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In the Kabbalistic and homiletical tradition, OLAM — world — is associated with HE'ELEM —
concealment
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The world reveals — and conceals

-----

Behind what is visible there are inner dimensions, roots, and governance
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THE BOOK ABOVE — AND THE BOOK BELOW
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And here we can deepen the metaphor
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ON THE HIGHER SIDE — THE BOOK IS THE TORAH
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ON THE LOWER SIDE — THE BOOK IS OUR LIFE
23N2 7MBd7N ﬁ:ngf 9297 K7 mjng
THE TORAH IS THE BOOK IN WHICH THE STORY IS WRITTEN
Sye3a 17anN% 11200 12V 999N o o nm
AND LIFE IS THE BOOK IN WHICH THE STORY BECOMES MANIFEST IN ACTUALITY
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The Torah tells of exile and redemption, judgment and mercy, descent and ascent, breaking
and rectification, concealment and revelation
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And these are also the processes we encounter within our own lives
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THE TORAH IS THE BOOK THROUGH WHICH WE LEARN TO READ THE BOOK OF LIFE
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AND HERE KABBALAH ENTERS
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If the world conceals, the wisdom of Kabbalah seeks to penetrate from what is visible into the
inner dimension

oPIyn 1 NRYY KD
NOT TO ESCAPE THE WORLD

10
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BUT TO UNDERSTAND ITS INNER DIMENSION
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From the event — to the governance - From the action — to the attribute
From the attribute — to the Name - And from the Name — toward recognition of the
One who governs all

There is study nnY
There is understanding 1320 v
There is inner awareness N0l m72a {7
And there is spiritual attainment mya v
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And within the Jewish tradition there are accounts of exceptional individuals who attained
levels of spiritual perception and revelation
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From the days of the prophets and the ancient sages, through the sages of the Zohar and the
Mekubalim of the generations, and into later generations
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But Kabbalah does not begin with the pursuit of revelations
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IT BEGINS WITH STUDY, UNDERSTANDING, AND RECTIFICATION
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THE REVELATION OF THE NAMES — FOR RECTIFICATION
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The revelation of the Divine Names is not merely about knowing another Name or another
secret

11
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It is to understand the governance
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And through understanding — rectification
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And through rectification — ascent
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And through ascent — devekut
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And here we arrive at the central question

mpaT°an
WHAT IS DEVEKUT

N7 11
And what is
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LIFE

o%w2 MmpaT—o”n
LIFE — DEVEKUT IN THE PERFECT ONE
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“And you who cleave to Hashem your Elohim are alive, all of you, today”

Deuteronomy 4:4
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The verse does not merely say that one who cleaves to Hashem WILL LIVE

ANIN NI
It says
12
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“YOU ARE ALIVE, ALL OF YOU, TODAY”
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The order of the verse is precise

2% = MpaT
DEVEKUT - LIFE
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At a deeper level, devekut is not merely a way to receive life
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DEVEKUT IS LIFE
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LIFE IS DEVEKUT IN THE SOURCE OF LIFE
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LIFE IS DEVEKUT IN THE PERFECT ONE — IN HASHEM
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THE RIGHTEOUS, EVEN IN DEATH, ARE CALLED LIVING
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“The righteous, even in their death, are called living”
Berakhot 18a

NNt Ny

And conversely

13
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“The wicked, even during their lives, are called dead”
Berakhot 18a
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If life meant only the functioning of the body, these words of Chazal would be difficult to
understand

T NP — 0D PR
The righteous person has died — yet is called LIVING
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The wicked person is bodily alive — yet is called DEAD
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From here we see that there is bodily life

0> 1 5W NP ApRY 1T U

And there is a deeper level of life

2201 PR32 MPaT
DEVEKUT IN THE SOURCE OF LIFE
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ABRAHAM ABULAFIA — LIFE OF THE WORLD TO COME
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And here the title of R. Abraham Abulafia’s work takes on particular depth

X217 0%iyn 0
LIFE OF THE WORLD TO COME

X201 091y p1RY
Not merely THE WORLD TO COME

X277 071917 >0 RPN

14
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But the LIFE of the World to Come
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Attainment and devekut do not begin only after the death of the body
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There is a level of life that a person can attain already within this world
m7IAT °727 NN PR N
And this illuminates the words of the Torah
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“AND YOU WHO CLEAVE... ARE ALIVE, ALL OF YOU, TODAY”
0°Nn DRIPIY D°YY 070 DRI 0°p>T8 ¥ 2711 137 X 0N

And also the words of Chazal on the righteous who are called living and the wicked who are
called dead
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From here, LIFE is not merely a condition of the body

2°°10 PR3 MPaT 0N 070
LIFE IS DEVEKUT IN THE SOURCE OF LIFE
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Therefore the question is not merely

X217 02197 ¥°32 o)
WHEN WILL THE WORLD TO COME ARRIVE

NP
But rather
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WHAT LEVEL OF LIFE IS THE PERSON LIVING TODAY

15
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YOU CANNOT JUDGE A BOOK BY ONE PAGE

T1OK P NG WK NN 7303 T 172 MR X 191 DX

If we open the Torah to a single page and then close it, we may see nothing but catastrophe

Cain kills Abel 227 DX NI TR
The generation of the Flood corrupts its 1377 DX N°nwn 513an0 73T
way

Joseph is thrown into the pit 7i32% P11 qoP
Jacob mourns his son 112 5y '73}5}]?;) Py
Israel is enslaved in Egypt ngisak Ruknobiijaled gy
The sea is before them and Egypt is D[I’Tlm_{@ [mgakqall DU’J_‘.:')Y? 0°]
behind them
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If this is the only page we see — we may think that everything is falling apart
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BUT THE PAGE IS NOT THE ENTIRE BOOK
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EVIL DOES NOT SIMPLY BECOME GOOD
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And here precision is necessary
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In the lower world, evil is evil

XD KT XD

Pain is pain

MY X N7

Injustice is injustice

16
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We are not saying that darkness is light

21897 22 77272 117K ORI 1INY QWY RPN

Rather, the darkness we see is not necessarily the entire story

Tpmen 22 iK yINnD
THE EVENT IS NOT THE ENTIRE PROCESS
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AND THIS IS FAITH
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Faith does not mean saying

TP 137 22 M7 IR "I
“l UNDERSTAND WHY EVERYTHING HAPPENS”

nyT? N7 NIANK

Faith is knowing

0°1927 T80T NN NI I8
“| SEE THE STORY FROM WITHIN”

N¥R1IX 12W 777 NN X7 X

I see the page on which | presently stand

I9i0T "3K 2K
But | am not the Author

Doym 193 12 vy 09Iy Oipn Lm0t 7in2 00 "I

I live within time, space, and a world containing both revelation and concealment

WY NIIP INY 777 °2 Py 1997 22 NN VR 9137 21N 197

Therefore | cannot judge the entire book by the page | am reading now

NP 778 230K Temy 9990 — m1ing
THE TORAH — THE BOOK THAT TEACHES US HOW TO READ

17
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LIFE — THE BOOK WITHIN WHICH WE LIVE

>»°aB7 N 19330 1 TN 9771 — nP3Rn
KABBALAH — THE PATH FROM THE VISIBLE INTO THE INNER DIMENSION

192 220nm

And the entire progression is

070 — MP3T — M9y — 1pR — 1330 — 193
REVELATION - UNDERSTANDING - RECTIFICATION —» ASCENT - DEVEKUT - LIFE

DO°IPR "2 B°p2T DAY
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“And you who cleave to Hashem your Elohim are alive, all of you, today”

N7 NN QN7 TN
WE SEE THE PAGE

71297 NN 2n1D awn
HASHEM WRITES THE STORY

Y 920 1ynP” — 71297 P2
AND THE ENTIRE STORY — “SO THAT MY NAME MAY BE DECLARED”

*
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