
High School Timeline 

 
 

Above All, Maintain Your GPA! 
 

Fall of Freshman year 

Make an appointment and meet 

your school counselor. 

Register for next year's Honor 

and AP classes. 

Start looking for scholarships. 

 

 

 

Spring of Freshman year 

Start school activities and 

community service. 

 

Gather awards and good 

coursework examples together 

and store in a safe place. 

Register for Honor and AP 

classes. 

 

 

 

Summer of Freshman year 

Volunteer 100 or more, work 

or attend a summer program. 

Visit several colleges 

 

Prepare for PSAT and upcoming 

AP classes. 

 

 

Fall of Sophomore year 

Get to your 

guidance 

counselor 

 

Update your 

academic plan. 

 

Register and take 

PSAT 

 

Get more 

involved in school 

and community 

activities. 

Looking for more 

scholarships. 

 

 

Spring of Sophomore year 

Practice critical 

reading.  

 

Make a list of 

colleges to 

consider & make 

some preliminary 

college visits. 

 

Remember to 

gather awards and 

coursework and 

store them. 

 

Take SAT subject 

test that 

correspond with 

your AP classes. 

 

Register for next 

year's Honor and 

AP classes. 

 

 

Summer of Sophomore year 

Volunteer 100 or more, work 

or attend a summer program. 

Visit several colleges. 

 

Prepare for PSAT, SAT, ACT 

and upcoming AP classes. 



Fall of Junior year 

Obtain 

leadership 

position in 

school and 

community. 

Register and 

take the PSAT 

again (if 

needed). 

 

Compete for 

the national 

Merit 

Scholarship. 

 

Meet with 

school 

counselor. 

 

Prepare for 

SAT and/or 

ACT. 

 

Continue 

looking for 

more 

scholarships. 

 

 

Spring of Junior year 

Meet college 

representatives who 

visit your school. 

Register and take SAT 

again (if needed) 

 

Use spring break to 

visit your top choice 

colleges. 

Remember to gather 

awards and 

coursework. 

 

During Summer break 

Volunteer 100 or 

more, work or attend a 

summer program. 

Prepare for PSAT, SAT, 

ACT and upcoming AP 

classes. 

Narrow down your 

choices and pick those 

you will apply to. 

Begin college 

application essays. 

 

 

 

Fall of Senior year 

Request 

recommendations 

and transcripts for 

applications. 

Write (and re-

write) essays. 

 

Create calendar 

of all early and 

register 

application 

deadlines. 

Ask teachers, 

counselors, and 

others for Letter 

of 

Recommendations 

2 months before 

the deadline. 

Register and take 

the SAT again (if 

needed). 

 

 

 

Spring of Senior year 

Complete the 

FAFSA 

 

Apply for all 

college aid 

(Financial aid). 

Consider 

acceptances and 

pick your school. 

Visit the colleges 

that accept you. 

 

Submit acceptance 

and deposit to 

your college. 

 

 

During Summer Break 

Register for your college classes! 
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